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ſal of a Judgment given therefor, & 
the Court to proceed to Trial of 95 
the Caule. | 4 
Abſconding Debtors, Acts relating to 
them. 7, 123 
Account,may be produced by aDefendant 
to Ballance thePlaintiff's Demand. 30 
Actions, when brought on divers Notes 5 
47 


\ Batement of a Writ upon Rever- 


of Hand, &c. Allowance of Coſts 
therein reſtrained, 
——g Againſt Indians, limited toDebts of 
certain Value. 59 
Admeaſurement of Boards, &c. Acts 
relating thereto, 44, 90 
Adminiſtrators, ot Farmers of Tea, &c. 
their Power. 136 
Agent, (Mr. Bollan)impowered to borrow 
Money. 16 3 
Agents or Attorneys of abſconding Deb- 
tors, their proper Goods liable to 8 
be levied on, in Caſe. 


Alewives, Acts relating to them. 30,81,125,159 there, by Cattle, &c. 


Annabaptiſts, exempted from Miniſterial 
Taxes. 12, 102 

Apartments, (ſeperate) to be provided 
for Priſoners for Debt. 69 

Appeal----allowed, fromOrders ofSelect- 
Men, relating to idle and diſorderly C2 
Perſons. ; 

Apprentices, Acts referring to them. 16,19 

Arreſts for Debt, how far Soldiers ſhall 
be exempted from them. 128,159 

Aſſayers of Pot-aſh to be appointed, 165 

Aſſemblies, (unlawful) Act for pre- 
venting them. 91, 103 

Aſſeſsments of Towns and Precincts, 
Proviſion made for their ſeaſon- 2 
able Payment. 

Aſſeſſors, annually to lodge with the 
Town-Clerk, an Invoice and Va- 36 
luation of Eſtates. 

3 Their Duty in Relation to taxing 
Quakers. 


3 
Aſſize of Caſk regulated, 23, 31 
----- Of Shingles, &c. regulated, 44, 90 


AB L E. 


between the Accounts of Plaintiff 
and Defendant. 


Barberry Buſhes, to be deſtroyed with 
in a Lime limitted. 


I 
Barnſtable, Act for preſerving the Har- " 
bour there. 


| B Page 
BAllance, to he made(on Suits bro't) 5 : 
30 


6 

Bars, (of Actions) Act referring thereto. 1 
Beaches, Acts to prevent their being 

damnified by Catile, &c. 25, 48, 5 

50,71, 73,83, 87, 133,158. 
Bears, Act to encourage the killing of 

them. | 51, 116 
Beef, Act to prevent Deceit in Pack- 

ing it, 23 
—— (exported) Act to prevent Fraud 

therein. 44 
Beverly, Act referring to unruly Dogs 

there. 


1 
Biddeford- Beach, Act to prevent Damage 7 
there, by Cattle, &c. 


Biilingſgate-Bay, Acts to preventDamage $:2 
25, 87 


Bills of other Governments, their Cur- 
rency in this Province prohibited. 1 17 
(f Credit) Act for their Redemption. 120 
Boards, Acts relating to their Admea- 
ſurement. 44, 90 
Zonfires, not to be made in Streets, &c. 103 
Zook-Debts, Method of proceeding in 5 
30 


certain Caſes, in Suits brought 
thereon. 


* 


By/ton, impowered to Tax Coaches, &c. 37 
— Porters there, regulated. 19 
mn AQ to prevent Damage there by 

ire. 


and New-York, Commiſſioners ap- 
pointed to examine it. 
| Braintree, Fiſh not to be obſtructed in 
paſſing AZonatiquet- River there. 82 
Bridges, (private) Charge incur'd by 
them, how to be detreyed. : 


Boundary Line between this Province 5 85 
115 


44 
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(CAnnon laden with Shot, not to be 

fired in Beſlan Harbour. 57 

Cape-Cod Harbour, Act to ſecure it from 
Damage by Cattle, &c. 14, 40, 49 

Caſk, Aſſize of them regulated. 23, 31 

Act to prevent Deceit in Gaging them. 67 

Caſtle, Officer there to enquire concern- 


ing infectious Veſſels. 78 
Cattamounts, Acts to encourage the 
killing of them. 51, 116 


Cattle, Acts to preventDamage by their 
feeding in divers Places mention- 
ed in ſaid Acts reſpectively. 10, 
14, 25. 40, 48, 49, 65, 71, 73,83, 
87, 133, 158. 


g Act for regulating them. 94 
Charleſlown, Act to prevent Damage 
y Fire there. 73 


Chebaqueduck, Dogs there to be killed. 125 

Children, (Poor) Acts referring to them. 16, 19 

China Ware, Perſons licenced to ſell 5 
it, accountable to the Farmer of 3+ 


the Duty laid thereon. 150 
Coaches, &c. By/ton may lay a Duty 

on them. 37, 112 
—— Act to prevent Diſturbance being 

given to the Court by them. 75 


Coffee, &c. Exciſe granted thereon. 134, 1 $0 

Coin, Counterfeiting it forbidden. 4 

Collectors, (defective) how to be pro- 
ceeded withal. 2 


Commiſſioners for receiving theClaims 


of Creditors, to be under Oath. 97 


this Government and New-York, 

appointed, | 
for collecting the Duty onParchment, 

Vellum, &c. how to be appointed. 147 
—— (of Sewers) Act relating to them. 


SN On the Boundary Line between 5 ; 
I15 


55 

Common Lands, strip and Waſte there- 
on forbidden. | 4 
Common Shoars, regulated. 132 


filing them for their Attendance, 
limitted, 


Concealment of Goods, &c. Perſons 5 
98 


Complaints, Allowance to the Perſons 5 
53 


ſuſpected thereof, how to be pro- 
ceeded withal. 


Coparceners, Act referring to them. 4 
Correſpondence with the French, pro- 
hibited. 164 


Coſts, (unneceſſary) Allowance thereof 
toParties and W itneſſes,reſtrained. 52 
Court, (Superiour) to Order the Par- 


tition of Lands. 70 
----- (of Seſſions) to Order the laying' 
out of private Ways, in Caſe. 57 


To lay out Ways in newPlantations. 11 

----Their Power in Reiation to private 
Bridges. 44 

---- To provide for the Support of Mi- 
niſters in new Plantations, in Caſe. 93 


To appoint Overſeers of the Poor, 
in Caſe. 


----(ofProbate)Proceedings therein, re- 
gulated. 


Courts of Juſtice, not to allow unneceſſary 8 
Coſts, &c. 52 
To proceed to Trial on Reverſal of 
a ee. for abating a Writ. 5 
Creditors, to receive their Debts out of 
the Effects of abſcondingDebtors. 7,123 
Cullers of Shingles, neglecting their 
Duty, ſubjected to a Penalty. 


19 


L 
Currency of the Bills of the neighbour- y 

ing Governments, prohibited. 117 
Curſing, (profane) Act to prevent it. 59 


— „* * 


Page 


D 
Damage byFire, in Beſton and Charles- 
town, Act to prevent it. 72 
----By Cattle, &c. vid. Cattle. 10,14, 
25,40,43,49,05,71,73,83,87,133,158. 
Dams, (mill) may be opened by Com- 
miſſioners of Sewers, in Caſe. 


Debtors, (abſconding) Acts relating to 
them. 7, 123 
3 To be allowed ſeperate Apart- 


ments in Priſons. 69 

Debts under Ten Pounds, Soldiers not 
liable to be arreſted for them. 129 

Deer, Act to prevent their Deſtruction. 136 

Defendant in a Suit, may produce his 
Account to Ballance the Plain- 5 30 
tiff's Demand. 

Defendants, when there are more than 
one, Rules to be obſerved in Re- 
lation to Coſts. 

Diminiſhing of Coin, Act againſt it. 


5 
Diſguiſed Perſons, their aſſembling and 5 


84 
going about with Pag eants &c. © 104 
prohibited. | 
Diforderly Perſons, how to be taken 

Care of. 
Diſſolution of the General Court, how 

due Notice thereof ſhall be given 5 9 

to the ſeveral Towns. 

Diſtempers, (infectious) Act to prevent 
their ſpreading. 28, 78 


I 


Diſtracted Perſons, Act relating to them. 5 
| Diſturbance to the General Court by 


Coaches, &c. Act ts prevent it. 75 
Diviſion of Real Eſtates, given by Will, 
how to be obtained. | 98 
Dogs, 


Mi 
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Dogs, (unruly) Acts to prevent Miſchief Page 


being done by them. 38, 47, 125, 137 
Drains, regulated. 


132 
Drink, (ſtrong) the Sale of it to Eaſt- 
ward Indians, forbidden. 101 
Not to be Sold to Negroes, Molat- 
toes, &c. 142 
Duty on Tea, &c. to be farmed. 135 
—— Of Exciſe) to be paid by private 
erſons. 144 


--.-(OnVellum,&c.)A& for granting it. 146 


12 On the lotted Land at the Cape, 


E 
FF Aftern-Harbour Meadows, Act to 
revent Cattle feeding there. 
Eaftham, Acts for preſerving the Beach 
and Bay there, from Damage. 25, 87 
Eaſtward Indians, Trade with them re- 


culated. 
Effects of abſconding Debtors, liable to 

be attach'd. 7 
Embargo, Act relating to it. 157 


Embezzlement, how Perſons ſuſpected 
of it, may be proceeded withal. 97 
Encroachments on the Engliſh Settle- 
ments, Act relating thereto. 164 
Eſtates of Priſoners, liable toExecution. 22 


8 (Real) given by Will, how Par- 


tition thereof may be obtained. 98 
Exciſe on Tea, Coffee, &c. granted. 134, 149 
----- On Spirits diſtilled, &c. 140, 157 
—.— On Limes, Lemmons, &c. to be 

farmed out. 140, 143 
—— Mortgaged for Payment of Monies 

borrow'd. 138 
3 Duties) to be paid by private 

erſons. 


Executions, not to iſſue till the Plain- 
tiff ſhall have taken theOath, re- 


lative to the Bills of the neigh- f 118 


bouring Governments. 


Executors, to account with the Judge 
of Probate. 


-----Of the Farmers of the Duties on 


Expedition to Kennebec, Treaſury ſup- 

ply'd for the Payment of it. I 38 
Expences, (unneceſſary) in Law Suits, 

Act to prevent them. 47 
---=-AtFunerals, Act to Retrench them. 22 


144 


97 
Tea, &c. their Power. 130 | 


Page 
F 

FArmer of Spirits diſtilled, Lemmons, 
&c. to give Bond, &c, 143 

——g Of Tea, Coffee, &c. his Power 
and Duty. 135 

—— (Deceaſed) his Executors, &c. to 
have the like Power. 136 


Fees of Officers, Act for regulating them. 105 


—— (exceſſive) Penalty for taking them. 111 
Fences, regulated. 15, 94 


how to be maintained. 49 
Fence Viewers, their Duty. 15, 124. 
Fields, (General) Act for regulating 

them. 124 
Fire, Act to prevent Damage by it in 

Boſton, and Charle/tnwn. | 73 
Firing the Woods, Act to prevent it. 32, 113 
—.—ʒ he Beach Graſs, &c. on Plumb- 

Iſiand, prohibited. 10 
Firing of Guns in By/ton, prohibited 

on Penalty. 57 
Fiſh, Act to prevent Deceit in pack- 

ing it. 235 31 
—— Not to be obſtructed in paſſing up 

Monatiquat - River. 82 


----At what Times they may be taken 
at Sandwich. 


125 

Acts to prevent their unneceſſary 
Deſtruction. 36, 81, 82, 125,159 

Fort at Kennebeck- River, the Charge of 
Building it provided for. 126 

| Fowle, (wild) Act to prevent their De- 
| ſtruction. 67 

French Encroachments, Act relating to 
them. 164 

Funerals, Act to Retrench unnceſſary 
Expence thereat. 22 


Gaging 


8 Page | 
(Aging of Caſk, Act to prevent De- 
ceit therein. 67 
Gaming for Money, prohibited. 33 
General Court, Act to prevent its being 
diſturb'd by Coaches, &c. 75 


General Fields, Act relating to them. 124 
Goats, Acts to encourage theirIncreaſe, 17, 89 
Governour and Council, or Aſſembly, 

their Order for reſtraining Veſſels 

from ſailing, &c. how to be car- 7157 

ried into Execution. c 


Grain, Act to prevent Fraud in mea- 
ſuring it. ; 23 

---- (Engliſh) Act to prevent its being 
damnified by Barberry Buſhes. 153 

Grant, to encourage the Linnen Ma- 
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nufacture. 111 
Guardians of Idiots, &c. how to be ap- 
pointed. 6 
Of the Indians, to be appointed for 
their reſpective Plantations. 58 
Of Infants, to be appointed be- 
fore Partition of Lands be made. 71 
Of Minors, Act referring to 
them. 98, 99 
Guns, charged with Shot, not to be 
fired in Bo/ton, 58 
H 
Arbour of Cape-Cod, Act to prevent 
Damage by Cattle, &c. 40, 49 


At Barnſtable, Act for preſerving it. 65 
Harwich Beaches, Act te ſecure them 


trom Damage. 87 
He-Goats, when they may go at Large. 17 
Hogs, vid. Swine. 63, 89 
Hog-Reeves, to be annually choſen. 64 
Hoops, their Aſſize regulated. 45 


them. 10, 14, 25, 40, 48, 49, 65, 71, 
3, 83, 87, 105, 133, 158. 


Horſes, Acts to prevent Damage by 2 
Hoſpital on Ebner. llland, Acts for 


regulating it, 41, 78 


Hunting, on the Lands Eaſtward of 
Saco-River, forbidden. 99 


[Piots, by whom to be taken Care of. 5 
Idle Perſons, to be put out into Fa- 


milies, and ſet to Work. I, 16 
Imbezzlement of the Eſtate of Idiots, 

Act relating thereto. 6 
Impreſſed Soldiers, how far liable to 

Arreſts. 131 
ſncendiary Letters, Act relating to them. 80 
Indians, regulated. 58 


them for more than Ten Shillings, 
unleſs, &c. 

—— (Eaſtern) Trade with 'em regulated. 99 
Infected Veſſels, to Anchor near Rains- 


No Action may be bro't againſt 2 
39 


ford- Iſland. 41 
Infectious Diſtempers, Acts referring 

to them. 28, 78 
Intereſt, (Money) how much may be 

taken for Forbearance. 86 
Interludes, forbidden. ... 0 


bers of the General Court, Act to 
prevent it. 


Ipſwich, the Growth of a certain Parcel 


Journeying, (unneceſſary ) of the Mem- 2 
9 


of Wood there, ſecured. 0 Bee 
Judges of Probate, Proceedings in their 
Courts, regulated, 97 


Judicial Proceedings, regulated. 95, 131 
Judgment for abating a Writ, being 


reverſed, the Court to proceed to 55 
Trial of the Cauſe. 


Jurors, (petit), Act relating to the 


Choice of them. 75 
Juries, allowed to View in certain civil 
Actions. 56 
Juſtices in Seſſions, to appoint Over- 
ſcers of the Poor, in Caſe. 19 
To determine who are Poor and 
neceſlitous. 2 


9 
may aſſeſs Towns for their Support. 30 
their Power in Relation to pri- 
vate Bridges. 44 


1 Page 
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12 for enlightening Streets, Pe- 
nalty for damnifying them. 

Lands, (unimprov'd) to be ſold for 
Payment of 'T axes. 

Ad for the more eaſy Partition 
of them, 

given by Will) how Partition of 
them may be obtain'd. 

Law-Suits, (unneceſſary) Act to prevent 


them. 
- -Act to prevent the multiplicity 
of them. | 
-----A to prevent unnceſſary Expence 
therein. 


Letters, (incendiary) how the Authors 
of them ſhall be puniſh'd. 

Licenced Perſons, accountable to the 
Farmer of the Duties on Tea,&c. 

Limes, &c.---Duty of Exciſe laid upon 
them. 


Page | | 


103 


80 


149 


Meeting-Houſes, in Salem and Newbury, 
Proprietors thereof impower'd to 
raiſe Money, &c. 

Members of the General Court, Act to 


I 40, 157 
Linnen Manufacture encouraged. 111 
A0 . 0 9 LEE 
* 
M 
M of Linnen encouraged, 111 
Martha's-Vineyard, Dogs there to 
be killed, 126 
Maſters of infected Veſſels, where to 
come to Anchor. 41 
Meadows, Acts to prevent their being 
damnified by Cattle, &c. 10,48,87 
Meetings ofProprietors ofprivateW ays, 
how to be called. 62 


9551 
115 


prevent their unneceſſary Journeying. 9 


Merrimack, and Medford Rivers, Days 


ſtated for catching Fiſh there. 161 
Middleboro, Act to prevent the De- 

ſtruction of Alewives there. 81 
Military Clerks, their Power. 26 
Militia regulated. 26 
Mill-Dams, may be opened by Com- 

miſſioners of Sewers, in Caſe, 55 

Mills (Tide), the Paſſage of Fiſh not 

to be obſtructed by them. 161 
Miniſterial Charges in Salem & Newbury 

how to be defreyed. 95, 115 
»---- T axes, Annabapti/tsexempted there- 

from, 102 
Miniſters in new Plantations, their Sup- 

port provided for. 93 


Moderator of Meetings of Towns, &c. 

to determine the Qualification of 5 Js 
Voters. 

—.— Not to ſuffer unqualified Perſons 
to vote. 36 

Molattoes, ſtrong Drink not to be ſold 
to them. I42 

Monatiquot-River, Fiſh not to be db- 
ſtructed in their Paſſage there. 82 
— Act againſt Counterfeiting it. 84 

—— rovince Treaſurer impowered to 
borrow it. 120, 126, 137151, 150, 162 

-----Mr. Agent Bollan, impowered to 
borrow it. 163 

Multiplicity of Law-Sults, Act to pre- 
vent it. 33 

N 

Antucket, unruly Dogs there to be 
killed. | 38, 125 

Negroes, Penalty for ſelling ſtrongDrink 
to them. I42 


Newbury, Support of the Miniſtry in the 

third Pariſh there provided for. g 
New Plantations, the Support of Mini- 

ſters there, provided for. 93 
New-York, Act relating to the Boundary 

Line between this Government C115 


— 


and that. 
Nobſcuſſet- Meadows, Acts to prevent 
Damage there by Cattle, &. 83, 158 
Nen-Compos Perſons, to have Guardians : 
appointed over them. 6 
1——ꝓ To have Guardians appointed, 
before Partition be made of Lands 5 71 
wherein they are intereſted. 
Noſſet- Meadow, Act to prevent Da- 


mage there by Cattle, &c. 65 
Notes of Hand when put in Suit, Allow- 
ance tor Coſts, regulated. 47 


b | Officers 


Swag Were, + . 


0 
Offers, (military) "their Duty in 
* levying Soldiers. 128 
Oranges, Exciſe granted thereon. 140 
Orders of the Governour and Council, or 0 | 
157 


Page 


Aſſembly, relating to Embargoes, 

how to be carried into Execution. 

Overſeers of the Poor, their Duty in Re- 
lation to idle and diſorderly Perſons. 16,19 


—-Neglecting their Duty, ſubjected 


to a Penalty. . 29 
=o p 
PAcking of Fiſh, &c. Act to prevent 
Deceit therein, 2 


about by Perſons arm'd or diſ- 


Pageants or Imagery,not to be carried | 
| 104 
guis'd, on Penalty. 


Pamit-Harbour and River, Act to ſecure 


them fromDamage by Cattle, &c. [133 
Parchment, Duty laid thereon. 13406 


Parties in Suits at Law, not to be al- 


low'd unneceſſary Coſts. 52 
Partition ofLands,how to be obtain'd. 70,98 
Petit- Jurors, the Choice of them re- 

gulated. 75 


| Petitions, (unneceſſary) to the General 


Court, Act to prevent them. 18 
Pews in certain Towns to be taxed for 

the Support of the Miniſtry. 96,115 
Pine (white) Trees, Act referring to 

them. | 5 
Plaintiffs, where there are more than one 

in a Suit, Allowance of Coſts to 6 53 

them limitted. 


Plantations, (new) the Support of Mi- 


niſters there, provided for. | 93 
Pleas inBar orAbatement, Act referring 

to them. a 95 
Plumb-Iſland, Horſes, &c. not to run at 

large there. 10 


Plymouth-Beach,Act to prevent Damage 
being done there by Cattle, &c, 71 
Poor, Act relating to their Support. 2 


Poor Children, Acts referring to them. 16, = 
—.— Priſoners, Act for their Relief. 21 
Pork, Acts to prevent Deceit in Pack- 

ing it. 23,31 
—.— (exported), Act to prevent Frauds 

therein. 44 
Porters in Belton regulated. 19 


Pot-ath, Act for aſſaying it. 165 


* * 2 


— 
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| Page 

Pox, (Small) vid. Sickneſs. 28, 41, 78 
Precin& Rates, Act to ſecure the ſea- i 
ſonable Payment of them. PENCE | 
Private Ways, how to be laid out. 57 
—— How to be repaired. , 62 


Priſoners for Debt, Act for their Eaſe. 69 
Priſons to have convenient Apartments. 69 
Probate Courts, Proceedings therein, 

regulated, | 97 
Proceedings (Judicial) regulated. 95,131 
Proceſs not to be ſerved on Soldiers 

for Cloathing, &c. 130 
ProfaneSwearing and Curſing, prohibited. 59 
Proprietors of private Ways, impower- 


ed to hold a Meeting. 62 
—.— Of new Plantations, to lay out Ways. 11 
— Of Eaſtern Harbour Meadows, to 

make and maintain Fences there. 49 
——g Of Syncook, enabled toSupport their 

Miniſter. 68 
---- Of Stow,impower'd to raiſeMoneys 

for certain Purpoſes. 122 


and J/enham, may hold a Mect- 
ing, &c. 
Prorogations of theGeneral Court,how 
9 


—.—g Of a certain Wood- Lot, in 2 
155 


the ſeveral Towns ſhall be ſea- 
ſonably notified thereof. 
Province-Tawn Lands, Cattle not to 
feed there. 14, 40, 49, 
—.— Treaſurer, impower'd to borrow 
Money. 120, 126, 137,151, 150,162 


rr £4 
1 


- ad. 


— 


Uakers exempted from Taxes in 


a certain Caſes. 


3 

. — Their Affirmation to be accepted 
inſtead of their Oaths---in cer- 5 42 
tain Caſes. 
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R Page Small- Pox, Act to prevent the ſpread- 
. er Hoſpital there re- 


gulated. 
Rams, at what Seaſon they may go at 


* 


41,78 


large. 17 
Rates, (Town & Precinct) Act to ſecure | 

the feaſonable Payment of them. 2 
g For the Support of Miniſters, Qua- 

kers exemyted therefrom. 3 
Redemption of Bills of Credit, Act pro- 

viding for it. 120 


Retailers, to take the Oath relative to 
the Bills of the neigbouring Go- zus 


vernments. 

Reviews, (in civil Actions) not to be 
allow'd-- in Caſe. 131 

Rhade- Iſland Bills, Act to prohibit their 
Currency in this Province. 117 


Riots, &c. Act for ſuppreſſing them. 92,103 


Roads (common) Act relating to them. 11 


1 


— 


| 


| 
1 


1 


— 


— — * 


| S 
GAil-MakersLofts in Boſton andCharles- 


town, by whom to be allow'd. 72 


Salem, Proprietors of Meeting-Houſes 


there, impower'd to raiſe Money, &c. 95 


Sandibich, unneceſſary Deſtruction of 


Alewives there, prohibited. 125 
Sandy- Neck Meadow, Act for the Pre- 

ſervation of the Harbour there. 0 
Security given forMoney won byGam- 

ing, to be void. 3 


Select-Men to take Care of idle and 
diſorderly Perſons. 

---- To takeCare of thePoor, on Penalty. 

----To determine the Qualification of 
voters, in Caſe. 35 

To lay out private Ways. 


---- (of Boſton), to appoint Porters, &c. 20 


Sewers, (Commiſſioners) Act for ap- 


pointing them. 55 
Shad, the taking them in Veymouth 
regulated, 6 


SORE . 
Sheep, Acts to encourage theirIncreaſe. 17, 89 


---- (going at large) to be under a Shep- 
herd, unleſs, &c. 94 
Sheriffs to diſperſe Proclamations for 
Proroguing and Diſſolving theGe- 9 
neral Court, | 
----Not to fill up Writts, or appear as 
Attorneys. | 33 
Shingles, &c. Acts to prevent Fraud 
therein, 445 90 


Sickneſs, (infectious) Acts referring to 
it. 


28,41,78 


----Not to be arreſted for Debts, under 


Suits at Law, Act to prevent unneceſſary 


; Page 
ing of it. 28,41,78 
Soldiers, Acts for levying them. 128,159 


a certain Sum, 


128,159 


Not to be deſtrain'd on for Taxes, &c. 159 
----How to be diſmiſs'd. 


2 
Spirits (diſtilled), Exciſe granted there- F 
| on. 140,157 
Stage-Plays, prohibited. 86 
Stamp-Office eſtabliſhed. 148 
Staves, Aſſize of em fixed. 45 
Stow Proprietors impowered to raiſe 
Money, &c. 122 
Strip and Waſte on common Lands, 
forbidden. 4 


Expence therein. 47 


Sancook Proprietors impowered to raiſe 5 
68 


Money for the Support of their 
Miniſter, . 


Superiour Court to order the Partition 


of Lands. 


O 
Supply of the Treaſury. 11 1 ,196-598; 

| (151,156,162,163 
Supphes to the Eaſtern Indians, Act re- 

terring thereto. 99 

Surveyors, of High- Ways in new Plan- 

tations, to be choſen. 12 
----(of Timber, &c.) to be annually 

| choſen. 45 


Swearing (profane) Act to prevent it. 59 
Swine, regulated. 


2 


* 
T Werners &c. to take the Oath, re- 5 
118 


lative to the Bills of the neigh- 

bouring Governments, 
Tax---for Kennebeck Expedition. I 39 
Taxes for the Support of Miniſters, 

who exempted from them. 3, 12, 102 
On unimproved Lands, Payment of 

'em to be made bySale of ſuchLands. 53 
----On Pews in Salem, and Newbury, 5 


may be raiſed by the Proprietors of & 96 
them. 115 
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and Waſte, on common Lands. 4 


Theatrical Entertainments prohibited. 86 


Timber, Act relating to theAdmeaſure- 
ment of it. 44 
- the Growth of it in a certain Wood- 


Lot in Ipſwich, & M enbam, ſecured. 154 
Town Rates, Act for the ſeaſonable 
Payment of them. 2 
- Officers, Act relating to them. 35 
Trade with the Eaſtern Indians, regu- 
lated. 


Treaſurer (Province) impowered to 


Treaſury ſupply'd. 

150,162, 163. 4 
Truck-Maſters for managing the Trade 
with the Indians, to be appointed. 
Trucks, &c. Act to prevent their giv- 

ingDiſturbance to the General Court. 
Truro, Act for ſecuring certain Meadows 


111, 119, 120, 126, 138,151 


100 


borrow Money. 120, 126, 137, 151, 156,62 
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there from Damage byCattle,&c, 133 
Tumultuous Aſſemblies, Acts for pre- 
venting them. 92, 103 
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W Agrant Perſons, by whom to be 
taken Care of. I 
Vellum, &c. Duty laid thereon. 172. 146 


Venires, within what Time to be iſſued. 76 

Veſſels, (infected) where to come to 
Anchor. 41 

----Sailing without Licence, (after E-) 
bargo laid) the Maſter ſubjected + 157 


to a Penalty. 
Vexatious Petitions to the General 
Court. | 1 
Views by a Jury (in civil Actions) pro- 
” vided for, 56 
| Voters, their Qualification. 35 
Unimproved Lands liable to be ſold 
for Paymient of Taxes. 53 


' Ulury; (exceſſive) Act to reſtrain it. 383 
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Water-Fowle, Act to prevent their De- 
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whom to be laid out. 
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| N rapes referringto them. 11,57,62 


Weymouth, the taking of Shad and Ale- 
wives there, regulated, 36 
White-Pine Trees, Act to prevent the 
Deſtruction of them. 39 


Wild-Cats, the killing them encouraged. 51 
Wild-Fowle, Act to prevent their De- 
ſtruction. | 67 
Wine, Exciſe granted thereon. I40,157 
Winter- Harbour Beach, Act to prevent 


Damage there by Cattle, &0. 73 

Witneſſes not to be allow'd unneceſſary 
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Wolves, Act to encourage the killing 

of them. 51, 116 
Wood, its Growth in Part of Menbam, 
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Anno Regni Regis G E ORG II, II. Nono et Decimo. 


het. 


Idle and diſorderly Perſons. 


Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
jeſty's Province of the Maſjachuſetts-Bay in New-England : Be- 


gun and Held at Boſton upon Wedneſday the twenty-ſixth 
Day of May 1736. | 


—— 


— 


HAP. I. 


An Act to enable the Overſeers of the Poor and Select-Men 
to take Care of idle and diſorderly Perſons. 


HERE AS ſome idle, diſſolute and vagrant Perſons, having ſome Eſtate, 
and accordingly rateable, take no Care of their Families, nor improve 
their Eſtates to the beſt Advantage, which Perſons are not under the 


Care or Inſpeftion of the Overſeers of the Poor or Selef-Men of the 
Town where ſuch idle Perſons dwell : 


Be it therefoze enacted by his Excellency theGovernour,Council 
and Repreſentatives in Heneral Court aſſembled, and by the Au- 
thozity of the ſame, That where any idle, diſſolute or vagrantPerſons, hav- 
ing a rateable Eſtate, do neglect to take due Care of themſelves and their 
Families, or to improve their Eſtates, that in all ſuchCaſes theOverſeers of the 
Poor, or the Sele&t-Men of the Town, thall be and hereby are impowered to 
take the like Care and Inſpection of ſuch Perſon orPerſons that neglect the due 
Care and Improvement of their Eſtates, and that miſpend their Time and 
Money, and that live idle, vagrant and diſſolute Lives, as if they were poor, 
indigent and impotentPerſons,and accordingly put out, into orderly Families, 
their Children, if any they have, and improve their Eſtates to the beſt Advan- 


tage, and apply the Produce and Income thereof towards theSupport of them 
and their Families, 


Provided 


Preamble; 


Idle Perſons 
havingEſtates 
to be taken 
Care of by the 
Selet-Men, 
&C. 
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Vates oꝛ Aſeſſments. 


Proviſo. 


Limitation. 


Preamble. 


Warrant of 
Diſtreſs to be 
iſſued againſt 
defective Col- 
lectars. 


not paid in, to be levied by Diſtreſs and Sale of his Eſtate Real or Perſonal, 
returning the Overplus (if any there be) and for want of ſuch Eſtate, to 


Limitation. 


Provided, That any of the ſaid idle Perſons, thinking themſelves aggrieved, 
may make their Application to, and have Remedy from, the Juſtices in the 


General Seſſions of the Peace in the ſame County (if they ſee Cauſe) who are 
hereby impowered to relieve ſuch aggrieved Perſon from the Determination 
of the Select-Men. 

This Act to continue and be in Force for the Term of ten Years from the 
Publication thereof, and no longer. : 

[ The foregoing Ad was Publiſhed July 8. 1736. ] 
Reviv'd and Continu'd to January 31. 1756. And to the End of the next 
Seffion of the General Court, 


Acts and Laws, 


Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
jeſty's Province of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay in New-England : Be- 
gun and Held at Boſton, upon Wedneſday the twenty-ſixth 
Day of May 173 6. and continued by ſeveral Prorogations 
unto Wedneſday the twenty- fourth Day of November follow- 
ing and then met. N 


— on 
— 


CHAP. 1 
An Act for ſecuring the ſeaſonable Payment of Town and 


Precinct Rates or Aſſeſsments. 


VyhEREAs the Method directed to by Law agd bretofore prafiiſed by 
the Receivers orTreaſurers of Towns and Precincts, hath been to ſue for 
and recover Town and Precinct Rates and Aſſeſsments, or the Arrears 


— 


thereof, by mean Proceſs, againſt the Conſtables or Collectors, ta whom 


they were committed to be gathered, who neglected their Duty therein, whereby 
the Payment of ſuch Rates or Aſſeſsments into the reſpetiive Town or Precinct 
Treaſuries, hath been greatly delayed, to the grievous Damage of many Places : 

| To prevent which for the future ; 


Be it enafted by his Excellency theGovernour, Council andRe- 


preſentatives inGeneralCourt aſſembled, and by theAuthozityof the 
ſame, That from and after the Publication of this Act, if the Conſtable or 


Collector of any Town or Precinct within this Province (to whom any Town 
or Precinct Rates or Aſſeſsments have been committed to collect) ſhall be 
remiſs in his Duty by Law required, and neglect to collect ſuch Rates and 
Aſſeſsmeats as have been committed to him to collect, and to pay in the ſame 
to the Treaſurer or Receiver of ſuch Town or Precinct, by the Time fixed 
in the Warrant to him directed, or within one Month next after the Expira- 
tion thereof, ſuch Treaſurer or Receiver is hereby impowered by Warrant 
under his Hand and Seal, directed to the Sheriff of theCounty or his Deputy 
(who are hereby reſpectively directed and impowered to execute the ſame) 
to cauſe ſuch Sum or Sums of Money as ſuch Conſtable or Collector hath 


take the Body of ſuch Conſtable or Collector, and to impriſon him until 
he pay the ſame. 

Provided, This Act ſhall continue and be in Force for the Space of ſeven 
Years from and after the Publication thereof, and from thence to the End of 
the then next Seſſion of the General Court, and no longer. 

Reviv'd and Continu d till June 23. 1758. 


11 


e 

—— —_— Lemma — — 
—— — 

—— — — - 1 * — — 


CH Ab. 


2 131 2 2 4 3 * 3 EEE. 
. Tm 3 * — 
— EE RSRSRU[ACﬀAſuo 
* "6a * — * x f 0 


— 
> 
4 
hb. 
© 
4. 
< £4 
* 
25 
N ö * 
1 c 
* 
15 
* 
7 
oy 
7 
4 
3 
"ov, 
& 


= "RO > 
# * OS . SN ; . 
5 . _ 2 or 3 +» * dn 1 , __ 4 
— ² AA ·³˙*˖ Se *. 


amo Regni Regis G EO RGI, II. Decimo e? Undetims. 1737. 
: FFF 


Muakers exempted. 3 


Acts and Laws, 
Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
jeſty's Province of the Maſjachuſetts-Bay in New-England : Be- 


gun and Held at BeH upon Wedneſday the twenty- fifth Day 
of May, 1737. 


ao 


I. 


An Act further to exemptPerſons common y called Quakers 
within this Province, from being taxed for and towards 
the Support of Miniſters. 


77 E REA ſome Inhabitants of this Province called Quakers, refuſe 


to pay any Part vr Proportion of ſuch Rates or Taxes as are from Time — 


to Time aſſeſſed for tbe Support of the Miniſtry in the feveralTewns whereto 
they belong, alleaging a Scruple of Conſcience for ſuch their Refuſal, and 
complaining of the Difficulties in complying with the Ads made for their Relief; 
and thereupon frequent Applications hade been made to this Court for Redreſs; 

Ve it therefoze enacted by his Erceliency theGovernour, Council 
and Repreſentatives in General Court aſſembled, and by the Au— L 
thority of the lame, That trom and after the Publication of this Act, none — 
of the Perſons commonly called erg, who alledge a Scruple of Conſcience Taxes for 
as the Reaſon of their refuſal to pay any Part or Proportion of ſuchTaxes as Miniſters and 
are from Time to Time aſſeſſed tor the Support of the Minifter or Miniſters 33 
of the Churches, eſtabliſhed by the Laws of this Province, in the Town or 
Place where they dwell, ſhall have their Poll or Eſtate, Real or Perſonal, in 
their own Hands, and under their actual Improvement, taxed towards the 
Support of ſuch Miniſter or Miniſters, nor for the building of any Meeting- 
Houle, or Place of publick Worſhip. 


And 1o the Intent that it may be the better known what Perſons are of that 
Perſwaſion, and who are exempted by this At: | 


Be it enacted by the Authozitp afozeſaid, That the Aſſeſſors of each 
Town where any of the ſaid Quakers live, or their Lands in their own actual 
Improvement lie, ſhall anaually ſometime before the twentieth Day of July, Method for 
take a Liſt of all ſuch Perſons, and forthwith tranſmit the ſame to the Clerk Knowing who 
of the Town; which Liſt ſhall be enter'd oa the Record of ſuch Town by Ay CITE: 
the Clerk, who is hereby impowered and directed to enter the ſame accord- 
ingly, that ſo any of the People called Quakers, or any Members of their 
Society thereto appointed, may view ſuch Liſt, and have a Copy thereof, it 
they deſire the ſame, paying only ix Pence therefor. And if any Perſon of 
that Denomination ſhall be omitted in ſuch Liſt by the Aſſeſſors taken, and the 
Aſſeſſors ſhall be certified thereof in writing under the Hands of two principal 


Members of that Perſwaſion, appointed thereto by the reſpective Societies, 


ſome Time betore the tenth Day of Auguſt then next after, that ſuch Perſons 
not inferted in their Lift they believe to be conſcienciouſly of their Perſwaſion, 
and that they do frequently and uſually attend their Meetings for the Worſhip 
of GOD, on the Lord's Day, the Aſſeſſors ſhall alſo exempt the ſaid Perſons 
ſo omitted, and their Eſtates in their actual Management and Improvement, 
as well as all others inſerted in the ſaid Liſts, from all Rates and Taxes by 
the ſaid Aſſeſſors ro be made for the Support of the Miniſter or Miniſters in 


their Towns, or for erecting Places of publick Worſhip, 


B ] | And 


1737. Anno Regni Regis: GE OR GTII, II. Decimo et Undecimo. 


4 Common and undivided Lands. 


Tax taken of And be it further enatted by the Authozity afozeſaid, That the 


org bg Aſſeſſors in each Town or Precinct reſpectively, be and hereby are enabled 


aſſelled on the and impowered to aſſeſs and levy in Proportion to the Province Tax, the 

other Inhabi- whole minifterial Rate as by Contract or by Order of the General Seſſions of 

tants. the Peace, in the reſpective Counties, according to Law, or the Sums that 
ſhall be granted by the Inhabitants of any Town or Precinct, for the erecting 
or repairing a publick Place for the Worſhip of GOD, at a Meeting of the 
ſaid Inhabitants, qualified to vote in Town Affairs, regularly convened, on 
the Perſons and Eſtates of all others, living and lying within ſuch Town or 


Precinet, not expreſſed in the Lift given to the Town-Clerk, or added there- 
to as aforeſaid. 


Perſons ex- And be it further enacted by the Authozity afozeſaid, That all Per- 
wy _ ſons exempted by this Act as aforeſaid, from paying their Part of any Town, 
A to Pariſh or Precinct Taxes aſſeſſed for and towards any Settlement or Support 


| vote in mini- of the Miniſters of the Churches eſtabliſhed by the Laws of this Province, or 
3 ſterial Affairs. towards the building or repairing of any Meeting-Houſe for the publick Wor- 


ſhip of GOD, where they are Inhabitants, ſhall be and hereby are debarred 
| from voting in any ſuch Affairs. | 
| This Act to continue and be in Force for the ſpace of ten Years, and from 


thence to the End of the then next Seſſion of the General Aſſembly, and no 
longer. 


— 


_ rr — — 


. Limitation. 


[ This Af was publiſhed June 30. 17 3 7. 
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CPS AP, AI 8 
An Act in further Addition to an Act made in the firſt 


Year of his preſent Majeſty's Reign, Intitled, An Act 
| to prevent Coparceners, joint Tenants and Tenants in 


1 Commun, from committing Strip and Waſte upon Lands 
| by them held in common ond undivided 


Preamble. HERE AS in ſome Towns in this Province there are Lands lying in Common 


and undivided, belonging either to ſome Town, or to the Proprietors of ſuch 
common or undivided Land, which can't without much Inconvenience be 
divided \, yet ſuch Land would be profitable to the Town or Proprietors for raiſing 
Mood and Timber, in Caſe it were under the Government of the Owners,and par- 


ticular Perſons could be reſtrained from making Waſte by cutting Poles and young 
Wood, &c. 


| Therefore for rendring ſuch Lands more uſeful tothe Owners for the future: 
Tenants in 


common, &. Be it enacted by his Excellency the Governour, Council and 
1 | | | forbidden to Repreſentatives inGeneral Court aſſembled, and by theAuthozity 
1 make Strip gf the ſame, That from and after the Publication of this Act, no Perſon or 
1 | and Wale. Perſons whatſoever, belonging to ſuch Town, or having a Right in ſuch com- 
B; | mon or undivided Lands, ſhall or may without Leave from the Owners of 
B ſuch Land (as is hereafter directed) either by himſelf, Son, Servant, or any 
other Perſon, cut, fell, deſtroy or carry away any Trees, Timber, Poles, Wood 
or Under-Wood whatſoever, ſtanding, lying or growing on ſuch common and 


1 undivided Lands as aforeſaid, under the Penalties and Forfeitures as are pro- 
1 vided by an Act made in the twelfth Year of King George the firſt, Chap. 5. 
Bn KL N Intitled An AH in Addition to, and for rendering more effedlual an Af made in 
= 8 the tenth Year of the Reign of King William the third, Intitled An Act for © 
Wm 45 preventing of Treſpaſſes. | | = : ; 
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Idiots and diſtracted Perſons. 


Un 


And be it further enattep b 


Perſon or Perſons, trom and atter 0 
to dig up or carry off from any ſuch common and undivided Lands as afore- 


the Authozity aforeſaid, Thar it any Penalty for | 

e Publication of this Act, ſhall preſume © a 
c. without 

Leave of the 


iggingStones 


ſaid, any Stone or Oar without Leave as aloreſaid, he or they ſhall forfeit and Proprietors, 


pay treble the Value thereof. Provided nevertheleſs, That it ſhall be in the 


Power of the Town who are theOwners of ſuch common or undividedLands, Proviſo. 


by a major Vote in a Town Meeting, for that Purpoſe appointed, to allow of 
and give Liberty to any of the Inhabitants of ſuch Town, or of the Propric- 
tors of any fuch Lands lying in common or undivided, in a Meeting of the 
Proprietors for that Purpoſe, to allow of and giye Leave to any of the Pro- 
prietors of ſuch Lands, reſpectively to cut and carry off any Trees, Poles, Wood 
or Under- wood, Stone or Oar from ſuch Land, under ſuch Limitations and 
Reſtrictions as ſuch Town or Proprietors ſhall agree upon. Provided, That 


in ſuch Proprietors Meeting all the Votes ſhall be computed by the Intereſt Proviſo. 


where each Proprietor's Intereſt is ſtated, and the Liberty of cutting and other 
Improvements of the Proprietors to be in proportion to their ſeveral and reſ- 
pective Intereſts, And all the Votes of Allowance or Liberty ſhall be fairly 
recorded in the Town or Proprietors Books reſpectively, that all Perſons may 
know the Liberty thereby given them. ThePenalties and Forfeitures ariſing 
by virtue of this Act to be recovered before any of His Majeſty's Juſtices of 
the Peace, where the Penalty exceeds not forty Shillings, or in any of His 


Majeſty's Courts of Record within the County where the Offence is com- 


mitted, (as the Value of the Damage may be) by Action, Bill, Plaint or Infor- 
mation, to be brought and proſecuted by any one or more of the Perſons that 
the Town or Proprietors intereſted ſhall chute, to manage the ſame, or by any 
Inhabitant of ſuch Town, or by any Proprietor of ſuch common or undivided 
Lands, in Caſe the Town or Proprietors ſhall neglect to chuſe ſuch Proſecu— 
tor, or being choſen he ſhall neglect to proſecute as aforeſaid ; the whole of 


ſuch Penalties and Forteitures to be to the Uſe and Benefit of ſuch Town who 
are Owners of ſuch Lands, or to the Proprietors intereſted as aforeſaid, 


And be it further enacted by the Authozity afozeſaid, Thar in all anner of 
Offences againſt this Act, the Offender or Offenders ſhall be liable to a Con- proſecution. 


viction in the ſame Manner as is already provided in the aforeſaid Act, made 
in the twelich Year of the Reign of King George the firit, Chap. 5. 


This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of ten Years from the ; ; mitatior- 


Publication thereof, and from thence to the End of the then nextSeſſion of the 
General Court, and no longer. 


Continued to July 2. 1757. 
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An Act in further Addition to an Act Intitled An Aci for 


the Relief of Idiots and diſtracted. Perſons. | 
HERE AS theProviſion made in and by an dt made and paſſed in the 


| Act for the Relief of Idiots and diſtracted Perſons,only reſpects ſuch 
Idiots, Perſons non Compos, or diſtracted, whoſe near Relations refuſe to under- 
take the Care of providing for them, and whoſe Circumſtances may finally require 
the Sale of their Lands, or their Perſons to be put out to Labour in order to pre- 
vent any Charge to the Town where juch diſtracted Perſon or Idiot is an Inbe- 
bitant, and no Method preſcribed in the ſaid Act how it may be inquired of and 
known whether the Perſon ſaid to be a Lunatick, Idiot ar noa Compos be /o or 


not; and for the ſecuring the Eftate of ſuch Idiot or diftraged Perſon from 
Imbezzlement : | | 2 . Be 


Arth Year of the Reign of King William and Queen Mary, Iacitled, An Preamble. 
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1737. Anno Regni Regis GE OR GI . II. Decimo et Undecimo. 
2 Idiots and diſtracted Perſons: 


JodgerefPro- Be it therefoze enaited by hisErcellency the Governour, Council 
ate toinquire and Repreſentatives in General Court aſſembled, and by theAuths- 
1 rity of the ſame, That it ſhall be in thePower of the Judges for the Probate 
ſons. of Wills, and for granting Letters of Adminiſtration for and within the re- 
ſpective Counties in this Province, from Time to Time (upon Requeſt made 

by the Relations or Friends of any Idiot, non Compos, Lunatick or diſtracted 

Perſon, or the Overſeers of the Poor in ſuch Town where the ſaid Idiot or 

diſtracted Perſon lives or is an Inhabitant) to direct the Select-Men ot ſuch 

Town to make Inquiſition thereinto; and it the Perſon ſaid to be an Idiot 

Judges of Pro- or diſtracted ſhall be ſo determined by the Judge of Probate of the County 
bate ee and Select - Men of the Town (or major Part of them) wherein ſuch Idiot 
Hiant of Idiots or diſtracted Perſon lives; then and in that Caſe, ſuch Judge of Probate 
or diſtracted ſhall aſſign and appoint ſome ſuitable Perſon or Perſons to be Guardian or 
Perſons. ' Guardians of ſuch Idiot or non Compos,diretting and impowering ſuch Guar- 
dian or Guardians to take Care as well of the Perſon as Eſtate, both Real and 

Perſonal,of the ſaid Idiot or diſtracted Perſon, and to make a true and perfect 

Inventory of the ſaidEſtate,to be returned to and filed in the Regiſter's Office 

of the Courts of Probate in the reſpective Counties within this Province. 

And be it further enacted by the Authozity afozeſatd, That the 

| Judges for the Probate of Wills and granting Adminiſtrations within the 

To put per- reſpective Counties, be and hereby are fully authorized and impowered to 
ſons upon call before them, and to require and adminiſter an Oath unto any Perſon or 


Oath ſuſpet- Perſons probably ſuſpected of making any Concealment, Imbezzlement or 
ed of Imbez- 


Clement of Conveying away any of the Money, Goods or Chattels of any ſuch Idiot, aan 

the Eſtates of Compos, Lunatick or diſtracted Perſon, as well upon the Complaint of any 

Idiots or di- Heir, Creditor, or other Perſon, having lawful Right or Claim to or in ſuch 

ſtrated Per- Eſtate, as of the ſaid Guardian or Guardians: And in Caſe any ſuch ſuſ- 

_ pected Perſon was berruſted by the ſaid Idiot, non Compos, Lunatick or 
diſtracted Perſon, or was other wiſe converſant with, or near unto him in the 
Time of his Lunacy or DiſtraQtion, or is in Poſſeſſion of the Eſtate, or any 
Part thereof, 'whereby to ſtrengthen and make the Suſpicion more violent, 
and ſhall refuſe to clear and acquit him or her felf upon Oath, it ſhall and 
may be lawful for the Judges of Probate, and they are accordingly Impow- 
red and directed to commit ſuch Perſon ſo refuling to Swear, unto the Goal 
of the County, there to remain until he or ſhe ſhall comply to diſcharge 
him or her ſelf upon Oath as aforeſaid, or be releaſed by Conſent of the 
Guardian or Guadians, Heir, Creditor, or other Perſon having lawful Right 
or Claim to or in ſuch Eſtate as aforeſaid. 


ants.” And be it further enacted by the Authozitp afozeſaid, That theGuar- 
2 dian or Guardians, appointed as aforeſaid, ſhall improve frugally and without 
to be com- Waſte and Deſtruction the Eſtate of the Idiot, 2 Compos, Lunatick or 


mitted to Pri- diſtracted Perſon, and apply the annual Profits and Incomes thereof for the 
ſon. comfortable Maintenance andSupport of the ſaid Idiot, Lunatick, non Compos, 

or diſtracted Perſon, and alſo of his Houſhold or Family (if any ſuch he have) 
and that the ſaid Guardian and Guardians be and hereby are impowered to 
ſettle Accompts, receive, and (if need be) ſue for and recover all ſuch juſt 
Debts as ſhall be due to the ſaid Idiots, Perſons diſtracted or non Com pos, from 
any Perſon or Perſons whomſoever, and to manage, improve, divide or take 
Care of the real Eſtate of ſuch Idiot, Perſon diſtracted or non Compos, in as full 
and ample a Manner as the ſaid Perſons could or might do were they reſtored 
to their right Mind; and alſo ſhall be ſubject to the Payment of all ſuch juſt 
Debts owing by ſuch Perſons, which were contracted before their Diſtraction, 
out of the perſonal Eſtate of ſuch Idiot, Perſons non Compos or diſtracted, or 
(in Caſe that be not ſufficient) then out of the real Eſtate, being firſt impower- 
ed to make Sale thereof, or of ſuch Part thereof as is ſufficient for that End, 


by 


nn. 
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by the Juſtices of the Superiour Court of Judicature, upon Application to 
them made there for: And in Caſe the ſaid diſtracted Perſons ſhall come or 
be reſtored to their right Mind, the Reſidue of his or her Eſtate both Real 
and Perſonal ſhall be delivered or returned to them, or to their reſpective Guardians to 
Heirs, Executors or Adminiſtrators as the Law directs, the Guardian or be allowed for 
Guardians having firlt ſuch a reaſonable Allowance out of the ſame for their their Trouble 
Charges and Trouble as the Judge of Probate ſhall order. _ 
And be it further enacted by theAuthozity afozeſaid, That theGuar- Guardians to 
dian or Guardians appointed as aforeſaid, ſhall give Bond to the Judge of Pro- give Bond. 
bate for the Time being, in a reaſonable Sum, with ſufficient Sureties for the 
faithfulDilcharge of the Truſt in them repoſed, more eſpecially for therendrin 
a juſt and true Account of their ſaid Guardianſhip, when and fo often as the : 
ſhall be thereunto required. Saving always, the Right of Appeal to the Go- 2 2 
vernour and Council, as is practiſed in other Caſes irom the Sentences or De- — e 
crees of the Judges of Probate. | 
This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of tenYears, from the Limitation, 


Publication thereof, and from thence to the End of theSeflion of the General 
Court in May next following, and no longer. 


L The two foregeing Acts were Publiſhed July 27. 1737. ] 
The foregoing Act reviv'd and continued till June 27. 1758. 


Acts and Laws, 


Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
jeſty's Province of the MafJachuſetts-Bay in New-England : Begun 
and Held at Beſton upon Wedneſday the thirty-firit Day of May 


1738. And continued by Prorogations unto Wedneſday the 
twenty-ninth Day of November following. 
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C-H-A-ÞP.: 1 
An Act to enable Creditors to receive their Juſt Debts out 


of the Effects of their abſent or abſconding Debtors. 


OR the better preventing of Frauds and Deceit too of ten deſigned and prafiſed Preamble. 
by ill minded Debtors, in betrujting and depoſiting their Goods and Effects in 
the Hauds of others, with Intent to reſerve and ſecure them to their own 
Uſe, and defeat their Creditors of their juſt Dues, withdrawing themſelves out of 
the Government, and not being Inhabitants within this Province, and their Gods 
and Effefts concealed, ſo as they cannot be attached or made liable to thePay ment 
5 of their Creditors, by the ordinary Proceſs of Law : 


) Be it enacted by his Excellency the Governour, Council and . 
o Repreſentatives inGeneral Court aſſembled, and by thcAuthozity Feeds of ab. 
st of the ſame, That it ſhall and may be lawful to and for any Creditor to ſconding Deb- 
m cauſe the Goods or Effects of his abſent or abſconding Debtor, not reſiding tors to be at. 
* within this Province, to be attached, in whoſe Hands or Poſſeſſion ſoever tached. 

co the ſame are or may be found : And the attaching of any Part thereof ſhall 

10 ſecure, and make the whole that is in ſuch Perſons Hands, liable in the Law 

\ſt to reſpond the Judgment to be recovered upon ſuch Procels, it ſo much 

uy there be, and no further; and ſhall be ſubjected to be taken in Execution 2 

* for Satisfaction thereof, or ſo far as the Value thereof will extend; and the 33 . 
tg Perſon in whoſe Hands they are ſhall expoſe them accordingly. 
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And be it further enacted by theAuthozity aſo2eſaid, That where no 


Agent c of Goods, Effects or Credits of an abſent or abſconding Debtor in the Hands of 
anabſentDeb- his Attorney, Factor, Agent or Truſtee ſhall be expoſed to View, or can be 


tor to be ſum- 
moned to 
Court, in 
Caſe no Ef- 
fects appear. 


Trial there- 
upon to be 
had, 


Three Impar- 
lances to be 
granted, 


Goods in ſuch 
Agents Hands 
ſubject to Ex- 
ecution on a 
Jucgment. 


come at, ſo as to be attached, it ſhall and may be lawful to and for any Credi- 
tor to file a Declaration againſt his abſent or abſconding Debtor in the Clerk's 
Office of the Inferiour Court of Common Pleas in the ſame County where ſuch 
Creditor lives, therein particularly fetting forth his Debt and Damage, how 
and for what Cauſe it ariſes ; and to cauſe the Attorney, Factor, Agent or 
Truſtee of ſuch abſent or abſconding Debtor to be ſerved with a Summon out 
of the Office, annexed to the ſaid Declaration, fourteenDays before the Sitting 
of the Court, for his Appearance at ſuchCourt ; which being duly ſerved, and 
Return thereof made under the Officer's Hand, ſhall be ſufficient in theLaw to 
bring forward a Trial without other or furtherSummons ; unleſs the Debtor be 
an Inhabitant, or hath for ſome Time had his Reſidence within this Province, 
in which Caſe a like Summons, with an atteſted Copy of the Declaration an- 
nexed, ſhall alſo be left at his DwellingHouſe, Lodging or Place of his laſt and 
uſualAbode. And ſuch Attorney, Factor, Agent or Truſtee upon his Deſire 
ſhall be admitted to defend the Suit, on Behalt of his Principal, throughout 
the Courſe of the Law; and an Imparlance ſhall be grantedot Courſe, at three 
Courts ſucceſſively, that he may have Opportunity to notify his Principal 
thereof; and at the fourth Term, without ſpecial Matter alledged and allowed 
in Bar, Abatement or further Continuance, the Cauſe ſhall peremptorily come 
to Trial. And if Judgment be rendred for the Plaintiff, all theGoods, Effects 
or Credits of the Debtors which are in the Hands of ſuch Attorney, Factor 

Agent or Truſtee, to the Value of ſuch Judgment (if ſo much there be) ſhall 
be liable and ſubjected to the Execution granted upon ſuch Judgment, for or 


towards ſatisfying the ſame. And from the Time of ſerving the Summons 


as aforeſaid, ſhall be liable and ſecured in the Law in his Hands to anſwer the 


Execution to 
be levied on 
Agents proper 
Goods an 
Eftate,inCaſe. 


Agent to be 
Put on Oath, 


Proviſo. 


ſame, and may not be otherwiſe diſpoſed of, or converted. 

And in Caſe any Attorney, Factor, Agent or Truſtee, from and aſter the 
Time of his being ſerved with Summons and Declaration as aforeſaid, againſt 
his Principal (being an abſent or ablconding Debtor, ) ſhall transſer, remit, dif- 
poſe of, or convert any of the Goods, Effects or Credits of ſuch Debtor in his 
Hands at the Time of ſuchService,ſo that there ſhall not be ſufficient to ſatisfy 
the Judgment, the Debt being afterwards aſcertained by Judgment of Court; 
or that ſhall not diſcover,expoſe and ſubject the Goods orCredits of the Debtor 
in his Hands, to be taken in Execution for or towards the Satisfaction of the 
Judgment, ſo far as what is in his Hands. will extend, ſhall be liable to ſatis 
the ſame of his own proper Goods and Eſtate, and as of his own Deht : And 
a Writ of Scire Facias may be taken out of the ſame Court and ſerved upon 
him, as the Law directs, to appear and ſhew Cauſe (if any he have) to the 
contrary : Where upon Default of Appearance or refuſal to diſcloſe upon his 
Oath (which Oath the Juſtices of ſuch Court are impowered to adminiſter) 
what Goods, Effects or Credits of the Debtor are in his Hands, and to what 
Value, and to expoſe and ſubject the ſame to the Execution granted upon the 
principal Judgment, if any Goods, Effects or Credits be in his Hands; then 
Judgment ſhall be entred up againſt him of his own proper Goods andEſtate, 
and Execution be awarded accordingly. 

Provided nevertheleſs, That it the Perſon ſo ſummoned as aforeſaid, had 
or have not any Goods, Effects or Credits of the Debtor in his Hands, nor 
any Ways remitted, diſpoſed of, or converted the ſame from and after the 


_ ſerving of the firſt Summons ; the Party who commenced the Suit, ſhall pay 


and fatisfy the reaſonable Colt and Charges occaſioned to ſuch Perſon, to be 
taxed in common Form by the Juſtices of the Court. | 


And 
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: | Sheriffs to diſperſe Proclamations. 


And be it further enated by the Authozitp afozeſaid, That the 
Goods, Effects or Credits of any abſent Debtor, ſo taken as aforeſaid, by Pro- 
cels and Judgment of Law, our of the Hands of his Attorney, Factor, Agent 
or Truſtee by any of his Creditors, ſhall fully acquir and for ever diſcharge 
ſuch Attorney, Factor, Agent or Truſtee, his Exccutors or Adminiſtrators, of 
from and againſt all Actions and Suirs, Damages, Payments and Demands, 
whazſoever, to be aſked, commenced, had, claimed or brought by his Prin- 
cipal, his Executors or Adminiſtrators, of and for the ſame. And if any 
Attorney, Factor, Agent or Tuſtee ſhall be moleſted, troubled or ſued by his 
Principal, for any Thing by him done in purſuance of this Act, he may plead 
the general Iſſue, and give this Act in Evidence. 

Provided, This Act fhall continue in Force for the Space of ten Years 
from the Publication thereof, and no longer, 


Continued to June 27. 1758. 


S. 


An Act to prevent the unneceſſary Journeying of the 
Members of the General Court. 


HEV E As of late there has been too great Neglect in the Sheriffs in not 
taking due Care ſeaſonably to diſperſe to and among the ſeveral Towns, 
the Protlamatiens for Proroguing and Diſſolving the Great and General 


Courts or Aſſemblies, whereby many of the Members of ſaid Court have been pnt 
to unreaſonable Trouble and Expence : 


For Remed y whereof ; 


Be it enafted by his Ercel'ency the Governour, Council and 
Repreſentatives in General Court aſſembled.and by the Authozity 
of the ſame, That the Secretary ſhall from henceforth immediately after 
any ſuch Prorogation or Diſſolution of theGreat andGeneral Court or Aſſem- 
bly, cauſe a ſufficient Number of the ſaid Proclamations (the ſame being firſt 
printed off) to be ſafely conveyed and delivered to the Sheriff of the County 
of Suffolk ; who upon Receipt thereof ſhall forthwith take Care that the ſeveral 
Towns within his Precinct be ſerved with the fame; and ſhall likewiſe uſe the 
beſt Method he can that the ſeveral Sheriffs within this Province have each of 
them ſo many of the ſaidProclamations as may be needful for the ſeveral Towns 
within their reſpective Counties; who are hereby alike enjoined, upon the 
Receipt thereof, effectually to diſperſe the ſame to every of the Towns for the 
Ends aforeſaid. And every Sheriff ſhall be allowed and paid for his Trouble 
andCharge in ſending out the aforeſaid Proclamations, out of the Treaſuries of 
the ſaid Counties reſpeCtively, what ſhall be adjudged reaſonable by the reſpec- 
tive Courts of General Seſſions of the Peace; the Sheriff of the County of 
Suffolk to be paid for tranſmitting theProclamations to the otherSheriffs with- 
in this Province out of the publick Treaſury. And every Sheriff neglecting 
his Duty in any of the Particulars aforementioned, ſhall forfeit and pay the 


Sum of ten Pounds, to be recovered by Bill, Plaint or Information, in any of 


His Majeſty's Courts of Record,the one Halt to be for and towards the Sup- 


port of the Government, and the other Half to him or them that ſhall inform 
and ſue for the ſame. 


This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of five Years, and no 
longer. 
Reviv'd and continued to July 1. 1759. 


| The two foregoing Ads were Publiſhed January 27. 1738. ] 
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Acts and Laws, 
Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
jeity's Province of the Mafſachuſetts-Bay ii New-England : Begun 
and Held at Boſton upon Wedneſday the thirtieth Day of May 


1739. And continued by Prorogations to Wedneſday the fifth 
Day of December following. 


C0 HAP. I. 
An Act for the effectual preventing of Horſes, Neat Cattle, 


Sheep and Swine from running at Large, or feeding upon 
a certain Iſland called Plumb-Iſland, lying in Ipfwich 
Bay in the County of Eſſex. 
4 E le EAS it appears to this Court that there is a great and valuable 
} 


Preambie. 


Eſtale conſiſting of Salt Meadow lying on the Iſland at the Bottom of 
Ipſwich-Bay, called Plumb-Ifland, which is expoſed and liable to be de- 
firoyed by Horſes, Cattle and other Creatures, being turned or drove on 
ſaid Mand, and feeding down the Beach-Graſs, and treading down the Sea Walls, 
and by ill. minded Perſons ſetting Fires on ſaid Iſland, whereby the Shrubs and 
Graſs are deſtroyed, and open a Courſe to the Sea and Sand; which if not pre- 
vented, may over-run and deſtroy ſaid Eſtate and Intereſt, lo the great Lyſs of 
the Proprietors and no ſmall Damage of the Publick : 

For Remedy whereot ; 


Be it enated by his Excellency the Governour, Council and 
Repreſentatives inGeneral Court aſſembled, and by the Authority 
| of the ſame, That from and after the Publication of this Act, noPerſon ſhall 
No Horſes, preſume to turn or drive any neat Cattle, Horſes, Sheep or Swine upon ſaid 
283 Iland or Beach to feed at large there, upon Penalty of 1wen!y Shillings a Head 
Plum Hand. for all neat Cattle and for every Horſe or Mare, and five Shellings a Head for 
every Sheep or Swine fo turned to feed at Large upon ſaid Ifland or Beach; 
which Penalty ſhall be recovered by any one of ſaid Proprietors or their A- 
gents, being thereunto lawfully authorized ; the one Half of the Forfeiture 
to be to him that ſhall inform and ſue tor the ſame, the other Half to be for 
the Uſe of the Poor of the Town where the Beach lies ſo treſpaſſed on. 
| And be it further enacted by the Authozity afozeſaid, That ir ſhall 
Cattle Sc. and may be lawful to and for any of the Owners or Proprietors of the ſaid 
8 Iſland, if they ſhall find any Cattle, Horſe-Kind, Sheep or Swine going at 
pounded, large upon the Iſland or Beach aforeſaid, to impound the ſame, and to give 
publick Notice thereof in the ſaid Town and the two next adjoining Towns, 
and ſhall relieve the ſaid Creatures while impounded, with ſuitable Meat and 
Water; and if the Owner thereof ſhall appear, he ſhall pay the Sum of twenty 
Damages to Shillings for each Head of neatCattle orHorle-Kind,frveShillings for eachSheep, 
be paid. and five Shillings for each Swine found feeding as aforeſaid, and Coſts of im- 
pounding the ſame : And if noOwner appear within theSpace of ſix Days to 
redeern the ſaid Cattle, Horſe-Kind, Sheep or Swine ſo impounded, and to 
pay Damage and Coſts occaſioned by impounding the ſame, then and 
in every ſuch Caſe, any of the aforeſaid Proprietors impounding ſuch 
Cattle, Horſe-Kind, Sheep or Swine, ſhall cauſe the ſame to be ſold at pub- 
lick Vendue for Payment of the Damages ſuſtained by Reaſon of ſuch Cattle, 
Horſe-Kind, Sheep or Swine feeding upon the Iſland or Beach aforeſaid, as 
alſo to pay the Colt and Charges ariſing about the ſame, (publick Notice of 
the Time andPlace of ſuch.Sale in ſaid Town where theCattle are impounded, 


being 


Penalty. 
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being given forty-eight Hours before Hand) and the Overplus (if any be) 
ariſing by ſuch Sale, to be returned to the Owner of ſuch Cattle, Horſe-Kind, 
Sheep or Swine, at any Time within twelve Months next after, upon his de- 
manding the ſame ; but if no Owner appear within the ſaid twelve Months, Saving. 
then the ſaid Overplus ſhall be one Halt to the Party impounding, and the 
other Half to the Uſe of the Poor of the ſaid Town, provided that the Penalty 
for Cattle, Horſe-Kind, Sheep and Swine impounded as aforeſaid, ſhall not 
be conſtrued to extend to any ſuch as are truly belonging to any of the Inha- 
bitants of ſaid Ifland, and fed in their Incloſures; but that all ſuch Cattle, 
Horſe-Kind, Sheep and Swine breaking their Incloſures, and found feeding 
at Large on ſaid Iſland, and therefore impounded, ſhall be liable only for 
Damages and Coſt, as in other Caſes of Cattle found Damage feazant : Any 
Thing in this Act to the contrary notwithſtanding. 

And be it further enacted by the Authozity afozeſaid, That every Penalty for 
Perſon or Perſons who ſhall, during theContinuance ot this Act, be convicted ſetting Fire to 
of ſetting Fire to any Part of ſaid Beach-Graſs, Buſhes or Shrubs growing = mg] 
thereon, ſhall forfeit the Sum of ten Pounds, to be recovered by Action in auß 
Court proper to try the ſame,and applied in the Way and Manner aforeſaid. 

And whereas the ſmall Wood, Shrubs and Ruſbes are of greatService to prevent 
the Sands being blown on the ſaid Meadow; 

Be be it further enacted, by theAuthozity afozeſaid, That whoever penalty for 
ſhall be convicted of cutting down any Buſhes, Shrubs or Tree under the rooting dowu 
Dimenſions of {ix Inches diameter, growing on ſaid Beach or Marſh, ſhall Trees, Sprubs, 
forfeit and pay the Sum of ten Sbillings for each Bruſh, Shrub or Tree, to Sc. 
be recovered and applied in the Way and Manner aforeſaid. 

This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of five Years from 
the Publication thereof, and no longer. 


[ The foregoiug AF was Publiſhed December 29. 1739. ] 
Revi d and continued to July 1. 1759. 


CHAP 1: --: 
An Act in Addition to the ſeveral Laws of this Province 
relating to common Roads and private Ways. 


HEREAS there are many new Plantations and Trafts of Land granted 

and laid out for Townſhips (in which it is neceſſary that convenient Ways Preamble. 
ſhould be laid) the Proprietors whereof are not by Law obliged or enabled to lay 
out ſuch Ways, not being veſted with the Priviledges of Towns : 


Be it therefoze enatied by hisErcellencp theHovernour, Council a 
andRepreſentatives in General Court aſſembled, and by theAutho- *:2rriecors of 
rity of the ſame, That the Proprietors of all ſuch Tracts of Land and new act: os = 
Plantations that are already, or ſhall hereafter be laid out for Townſhips be, Ways. 
and hereby are authorized and impowered (by a Committee to be appointed 
tor that Purpoſe) to lay out convenient Ways within and for ſuch Plantations 
as the Select-Men in Towns are impowered to do, and ſuch Ways to lay 
open,and all Incumbrances thereon to remove ; as allo to alter or diſcontinue 
any ſuch private Way or Ways as they ſhall judge it neceſſary ſo to do. 

And be it turther enacted by the Authozity afozeſaid, That when a Court of Ge- 
High-Way or Common-Road through ſuch new Plantation or elſewhere 8 * 
ſhall be wanting, the Juſtices of the Court of General Seſſions of the Peace |, coder book 
in the County where ſuch Lands lie (upon Application to them made) may. Ways to be 
inquire into the Neceſſity or Conveniency of the Way petitioned for, either laid out thro? 


by a Committee from among themſelves, or ſuch other diſcreet and indiffe- ne Flantati- 
ENB. rent 
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Common Roads and private TUays- 


How Perſons 
are to be ſatis- 
fied for Da- 
mages in lay- 
ing out pri- 
vate Ways 
thro" their 
Lands. 


New Planta- 
tions to chuſe 
Surveyors of 


high Ways. 


Limitation, 


Preamble. 


fuch their Reſuſal; 


ſcience, as the Reaſon of their Refuſal to pay any Part or 


„ 


wr” - — - — 


rent Perſons as they ſhall appoint: And if ſuch High-Way or Common 
Road ſhall be judg'd by the Court (upon due Inquiry made as aforeſaid) to 
be of common Neceſſity or Conveniency, they ſhall proceed in laying out 
the ſame, by a Jury in Manner as by Law is already provided. 

And be it further enacted by the Authozity aforeſaid, That the 
Damages which any Perſon or Perſons may ſuſtain in his Land or Propriety, 
by the laying out or altering any private Way in ſuch newPlantation, ſhall be 
recompenced by ſuch Proprietors,as the Committee laying out the ſame,and 
the Party injured may agree, or as ſhall be ordered by the Court of General 
Seſſions of the Peace upon Inquiry into the ſame by a Jury to be ſummoned 
for that Purpoſe : And when ſuchDamages ſhall be occaſioned by the laying 
or altering any common Road, theProprietors of the new Plantation, through 
which ſuch Road is laid, ſhall make Satisfaction to the Perſon or Perſons 
injured thereby, by the Eſtimation of the Jury that laid out the ſame, unleſs 
upon a hearing of the Perſon who may find himſelf aggrieved by the Eſti- 
mate of his Damages made by the Jury, the Court ſhould ſee Cauſe to en- 
hance or diminiſh the ſame. And the Proprietors of every ſuch new Plan- 
tation, are hereby authorized and required ſome Time in the Month of March 
annually. (until ſuch Time as they ſhall be veſted with the Priviledges of a 
Town) to chuſe two meet Perſons to be Surveyors of High-Ways, whoſe 
Duty it ſhall be, at the Charge of ſaid Proprietors, to keep the Ways in 
ſuch Plantation in Repair from Time to Time, and ſhall have the ſame Power 
to impreſs Workmen and Teams,. and to provide Materials, as by Law 1s 
given to other Surveyors of High-Ways, and be under the Obligation of an 
Oath for the faithful Diſcharge of their Truſt, 


This A& to continue in Force for the Space of five Years from the Pub- 
lication thereof, and no longer. 


[ The foregoing Ad was Publiſhed January 14. 1739. ] 
evived and continued to July 1. 1759. 


An Act, 


Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
jeſty's Province of the Maſjachu/etts-Bay in New-England : Begun 


and Held at Beſton upon Wedneſday the twenty-eighth Day of 
May 1740. 


———_—J——_ 


cn oi: Ph: $5 \ | 
An Act further to exempt Perſons commonly called Ana- 


bapriſts within this Province, from being taxed for and 
towards the Support of Miniſters. © 


HEREAS ſome Inhabitants of this Province called Anabaptiſts, re- 
ſuſe to pay any Part or Proportion of ſuch Rates or Taxes as are 


from Time to Time aſſeſſed ſor the Support of the Miniſtry in the ſeve- 
ral Towns vobereto they belong, alledging a Scruple of Conſcience for 
; 134 E Gi. N ; * 

Be it therefoze enatted by hisErcenllecy the Sovernour, Council 
andRepreſentativesinGeneralCourt aſſembled,and by theAuthozity 
of the ſame, That from and after the Publication of this Act, none of the 
Perſons commonly called Anabaptiſts, who alledge a Scruple of Con- 

Pibtorrion of 
ſuch Taxes as are from Time to Time aſſeſſed for the Support of the Mini- 
iter or Miniſters of the Churches eſtabliſhed by the Laws of this Province, in 
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Anabaptiſts. 3 
the Town or Place where they dwell, ſhall have their Poll or Eſtate, Real or Anabaptifts 
Perſonal, in their own Hands, and under their actual Improvement, taxed exempted 


towards the Support of ſuch Miniſter or Miniſters, or for the building of any may e | 
Meeting-Houſe, or Place of publick Worſhip. er umme 


: | and Meeting - 
and to the Intent that it may be belter known what Perſons are of that Per- Houſes. 


waſion,and who art exempted by this AF ; 


e it enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Aſſeſſors of each 
Town, where any of the ſaid Anabaptiſts live, or their Lands in their own 
actual Improvement lie, ſhall on or before the twentieth Day of Fuly next, Method for 
and from thence annually, ſometime before the twentieth Day of April, take knowing who 
a Lift of all ſuch Perſons, and forthwith tranſmit the ſame to the Town- * 
Clerk, which Lift ſhall be entred on the Record of ſuch Town by the ſaid 
Clerk, who is hereby impowered and directed to enter the ſame accordingly ; 
ſo that any of the People called Anabaptiſts, or any Members of their Society 
thereto appointed, may view ſuch Liſt, and have a Copy thereof, if the 
deſire the lame, paying only i Pence therefor. And if any Perſon cf that 
Denomination ſhall be omitted in ſuch Liſt by the Aſſeſſors taken, and the 
Aſſeſſors ſhall be certified thereof, in writing under the Hands of two princi- 
pal Members of that Denomination, appointed thereto by the reſpective 
Societies, ſome Time before the tenthDay of September next, and from thence 
ſome Time before the tenth Day of May then next after, that ſuch Perſons 
not inſerted in their Liſt, they believe to be conſcienciouſly of thatPerſwaſion ; 
and that they do frequently and uſually attend their Meeting tor the Worſhip 
of GOD on the Lord's Day, the Aſſeſſors ſhall alſo exempt the ſaid Perſons 
ſo omitted, and their Eſtates in their actual Management and Improvement, 
as well as all others inſerted in the ſaid Liſts, from all Rates and Taxes by 


the ſaid Aſſeſſors to be made for the Support of the Miniſter or Miniſters in 
their Towns, or for erecting Places of publick Worſhip. 


And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the 
Aſſeſſors in each Town or Precinct reſpectively, be and hereby are enabled Tax taken off 
and impowered to aſſeſs and levy in Proportion to the Province Tax, the frommeAna- 
whole miniſterial Rate as by Contract or by Order of the General Seſſions of e. No — 
the Peace in the reſpective Counties according to Law; or the Sums that other Inhabi- 
ſhall be granted by the Inhabitants of any Town or Precinct, for the erect- tants. 
ing or repairing a publick Place for the Worſhip of GOD, at a Meeting of 
the ſaid Inhabitants qualified to vote in Town Affairs, regularly convened, 
on the Perſons and Eſtates of all others, living and lying within ſuch Town 


or Precinct not expreſſed in the Liſt given in to the Town Clerk, or added 
thereto as aforeſaid, | 


And be it further enacted by the Authority aoreſaid, That all 

Perſons exempted by this Act as alorefaid, from paying their Part of any Anabapt'ſts 
Town, Pariſh or Precinct Taxes aſſeſſed for and towards any Settlement, or <x<mpted 
Support of the Miniſters of the Churches eſtabliſhed by the Laws of this #79 Runs. 


| 6 1 DE . ; rial axes not 
Province, or towards the building or repairing of any Meeting-Houſe for to vote in 


the publick Worſhip of GOD where they are Inhabitants, ſhall be and hereby ſuch Affairs. 
are debarred from voting in any ſuch Affairs. 


Provided, That this Act ſhall not be conſtrued or underſtood to extend to 


new Towns, granted upon Condition of ſettling an orthodox Miniſter, and Provito. 
erecting a Houſe for the publick Worſhip of GOD, till ſuch Time as thoſe 
Things are accompliſhed. 

This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of ſeven Years from 
the Publication thereof, and from thence to the End of the then next Seſſion Limitation. 
of the General Aſſemby, and no longer. 

{ The foregoing Act was Publiſped July 16. 1740. ] 
Continued till July 2d. 1757. 
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An 
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Cape-Cod Harbour. 


An Act, ; 


Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
| jeſty's Province of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay in New-England : Begun 
| and Held at Boſton upon Wedneſday the twenty-eighth Day of 
| 


May 1740. And continued by Prorogations to Wedneſday 
the nineteenth Day of November following. 


| WF 


11 hl 


CHAP. JI. | = 
| An Act to prevent Damage being done to the Harbour of = 
| | Cape-Cod, by Cattle and Horſe-Kind feeding on Pro- 


vince-Town Land. 


| Preamble. HERES many Perſons not Inhabitants in Province-Town, frequently 
drive aown great Numbers of Neat Cattle and Horſe- Kind to feed thereon, 
whereby the Beaches there are much broken and damnified,which occa/ions 

the Sands blowing into Cape Cod Harbour, to the great Damage thereof , 

Perſons not Bek it therefore enacted by hisErcellency theGovernour, Council 

inzaviing aAndRepreſentativesinGeneralCourtatlembled,andbytheAuthority 

r - the ſame, That from and after the Publication of this Act, no Perſon 

piobibited the a 1 

putting Cattle Or Perſons not being Inhabitants of Province-Town, ſhall preſume to turn or | 

and Horſes on drive any Neat Cattle or Horſe-Kind to or upon the Lands of Province-Town, 

the ſaid Land. ſo called, to feed thereon, upon the Penalty of forty Shi/lings a Head, for all 

Neat Cattle, and for every Horſe or Mare that ſhall be turned or found feed- 

ing on Province-Town Land; which Penalty ſhall be recovered by theSele&- 

Men or Conſtable of the ſaid Town, or any other Perſon who ſhall inform 

| and ſue for the ſame ; the one Half of the ſaid Forfeiture to be to him or 

| them who ſhall inform and ſue for the ſame ; and the other Half to be to 

| and for the Uſe of the Poor of the ſaid Town. 


And be it further enacted by the Authority afoceſaid, That if any 

Cattle and Neat Cattle or Horſe-Kind, ſhall at any Time hereatter be found feeding on 
 Hnrfes driven the Land, or Beach of the ſaid Townſhip of Province-Town, other than ſuch 
on Province as are owned by the Inhabitants of the ſaid Town, that it ſhall and 
bas LY may be lawful for any Perſon to impound the ſame, and to give publick 
7 Notice thereof in the ſaid Town, and the two next adjoining Towns, and the 
Impounder ſhall relieve ſaid Creatures, while Impounded, with ſuitable Meat 

and Water; and if theOwner thereof appear, he ſhall pay /enShillings Damage 

to the Impounder for each, Head of Neat Cattle orHorſe- Kind ſo impounded, 

and Coſts of impoundingand providing for the ſame ; and if no Owner appear 

within the Space of ſix Days to redeem the ſaid Cattle or Horſc-Kind ſo im- 
pounded,and to pay theDamage andCoſts occaſioned by impounding the ſame, 

then and in every ſuchCaſe thePerſon or Perſons impounding ſuch Cattle or 

Horſe Kind, ſhall cauſe the ſame to be fold at publick Vendue, for Payment 

to the Townof the Damage ſuſtained by Reaſon of ſuch Cattle orHorſe- Kind 

feeding upon the Land of the ſaid Townſhip; as alſo to pay the Coſts 

and Charges ariſing about the ſame to the Impounder (publick Notice 

of the Time and Place of ſuch Sale to be given in the ſaid Town of Province- 

Town, and in the Town of Truro, forty eight Hours before Hand) and the 

Overplus, if any there be, ariſing by ſuch Sale, to be returned to theOwner 85 

of ſuch Cattle or Horſe- Kind, at any Time within twelve Months next after, 5 

upon his demanding the ſame: But if no Owner appear within the ſaid 

twelve Months, then the ſaid Over- plus ſhall be one Half to the Party im- 

pounding, and the other Half to the Uſe of the Poor of the ſaid Town of 
Province-Town. | Nm 4 
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This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of five Years from the 
Publication thereof, and from thence to the End of the next Seſſion of the Limitation. 
General Court, and no longer. | 

[The foregoing Att was publiſhed January 13. 1740.] 
Continued till January 31. 175 6. 


—— * 1 


Acts and Laws, 
' Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
2 jeſty's Province of the Maſſachn/etts-Bay in New-England : Be- 
gun and Held at Boſton upon Wedneſday the twenty-eighth Day 
of May 1740. And continued by ſeveral Prorogations unto 
Wedneſday the twenty-ſixth Day of March following. 


CIS A ©. Ms | 
An Act in further Addition to an Act for regulating 
| of Fences, &c. 
AHEREAS in and by an Ad made in the fifth Year of King preamble: 
William and Queen Mary, Intitled, An Act for regulating of 
25 Fences, Sc. Proviſion is made for the making and maintaining of 
5 Fences betwixt Party and Party, and what Fences, Brooks, Rivers, 
Ponds or Creeks, in the Judgment of the Fence-Viewers ſhall be accounted 
ſufficient Fences , but whereas the parting Line or Bounds between one Man's 
Land and another, often happens to be ſome ſmall Brook, River, Pond or 
Creek, which of it ſelf is not @ ſufficient Fence, neither is it pratticable for 
the Owners of ſaid Lands to Fence in the Middle thereof, which is the Line 
betwixt them; and it ſometimes happens that the Owners of the Land on 
one Lide will not belp the otver make and maintain the Fence for a Partition 
Fence on either Side thereof, in which Caſe the Law has made no Proviſion ; 
Be it therefore enacted by hisErcellency theGovernour, Council 
andRepreſentativesinSeneralCourtaſſembled,and by theAuthority How F 
of the lame, That if at any Time after the Publication of this Act, are to A cp 
it ſhall happen that the Lands under Improvement of twoPerſons, each being dered when 
bounded on or by a Brook, River, Pond or Creek, which of it ſelf in the Lands are di- 
Judgment of the Fence- Viewers, is not a ſufficient Fence, nor is it practicable via bg Gr 
tor the Partition Fence betwixt them to be made in the middle thereof, which pond 238 
may be their real Bounds; if in ſuch Caſe it ſhall happen that the Owner or 
Owners of the Land on one Side ſhall retuſe to join with the Owner or 
Owners of the Land on the other Side in making and maintaining the Fence 
for their Partition Fence on the one Side or the other; in that Caſe on Com- Fence View- 
plaint or Information made to two or more of theFence- Viewers of the Town ers to order 
or Towns where ſuch Lands lie, ſhall forthwith repair to the ſaid Place, and the Fence in 
view the ſaid Brook, River, Pond, or Creek; and if in their Judgments the 9 
ſaid Brook, River, Pond, or Creek of it ſelf is not a ſufficient Fence; and 
that it is impraCticable to Fence in ſaid Brook, River, Pond or Creek, that 
then the Fence- Viewers ſhall adjudge and determine how or on which Side 
thereof the Fence ſhall be ſet up and maintained; or whether partly on one 
Side, and partly on the other, in ſuch Manner as may be moſt beneficial and 
leaſt prejudicial to the Parties; and that on the Neglect or Refuſal of either 
75 of ſaid Parties to erect his Part or Proportion of ſaid Fence in ſuch Place as 
pt by the Fence-Viewers adjudged, the ſaid Fence- Viewers ſhall forthwith pro- 
| cure or cauſe to be procured ſuitable Stuff and Materials; and therewith 
3s make and ſet up a ſufficient Partition- Fence between the ſaid Parties, which 
125 ſhall be and remain as a Partition-Fence; and be by the ſaid Parties there 
E maintained 


1740. 


I 
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Por. 


maintained till by ſaid Parties otherwiſe ordered: And that the Coſts and 


How Coſts of Charges thereof ſhall be paid by him or them, in Whole or Proportion, for 


Ponds are to 
be recovered, 


whom the ſaid Fence is ſo made; and to be by the ſaid Fence- Viewers a&- 
cordingly recovered, purſuant to an Act made in the tenth Year of the ſaid 
King William, in Addition to the aforeſaid Act of King William and Queen 
Mary, which ſaid Act is to be obſerved as a Rule in all Things whereto this 


Act makes Proviſion, 3 


Proviſo. 


How a Water 


Fence is to be 
ordered. 


Limitation: 


Preamble. 


Children 
whoſeParents 
are unable to 
maintainthem 
and do not 
pay Taxes, to 

ſec to 
Work or 
bound out. 


Nevertheleſs it is provided by this AR, That it ſhall be in the Liberty of 
the willing Party to erect his own Part and Proportion of faid Fence purſu- 
ant to the Diviſion made by the Fence- Viewers as aforeſaid. 

And whereas it may happen that the Bound or Line betwixt Man and Man 
may butt or end on or run into the Sea, or ſome River or Pond, whereby theWater- 
Fence may be needful ; | 
Be it enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That when and fo often 
as it mall ſo happen that aWater-Fence is needful, the ſaid Water- Fence from 
Time to Time ſhall be made and maintained by the Owners of the Land but- 
ting as aforeſaid, in equal Halves ; and when it happens that either of ſaid 
Owners ſhall refuſe building or maintaining his Part thereof, the Fence-Viewers 
as is provided, ſhall do or cauſe the ſame to be done. | 


This Act to'continue and be in Force for theSpace of fiveYears and no longer. 


Re viv d and Continued till the End of the Seſſion of the General Court next follbving 
the 25th of March 176 1. 


CH A&P. 1y. 


An Act for Explanation of and Supplement to the Act 
referring to the Poor, &c. 


_ — 


2 


__— 


2 —— 


HERE A& the Law for binding out poor Children Apprentices, is miſcon- 
ſtrued by ſome to extend only to ſuch Children, whoſe Parents receive Alms 


For Explanation whereot ; | 


Be it declared and enated by his Ercellency the Governour, 
Council andRepreſentativesinGeneralCourt aſlembled and by the 
Authozity of the ſame, That the Select-Men or Overſeers of the Poor, in 
any Town orDiſtri& within this Province, or the greater Part of them, ſhall take 
Order, and are hereby tmpowered from Time to I ime, by and with theAſſent of 
two Juſtices of the Peace to ſet to Work or bind out Apprentice, as the 
ſhall think convenient, all ſuch Childrea, whoſe Parents ſhall by the Select- 
Men or Overſeers of the Poor, or the greater Part of them, be thought un- 
able ro maintain them (whether they receive Alms, or are chargeable to the 
Place or not) ſo as that they be not ceſſed to publick Taxes or Aſſeſſments 
for the Province or Town Charges, Male Children till they come to the Age 


of twenty-one Years, and Females till they come to the Age of eighteen. 


Years or Time of Marriage; which ſhall be as good and effectual in Law to 


all Intents and Purpoſes, as if any ſuch Child were of full Age, and by Inden- 


ture or Covenant, had bound him or her felt; or that their Parents wer 


conſenting thereto ; Proviſion therein to be made for the inſtructing of Chil- 


dren ſo bound out, viz. Males to read and write, Females to read, as the 
reſpectively may be capable: And the Select-Men, or Overſeers of the Poor, 
ſhall iaquire into the Uſage of Children ſo bound out, by themſelves orPre- 
deceflors, and endeavour to defend them from any Wrongs or Injuries. 


And for the beiter preventing of Idleneſs and looſe cr diſorderly living; 


Beit further declared and enacted by theAuthozity afozeſaid, That 
the Select- Men or Overſcers of thePoor, or the greater Part of them, be and 


hereby 


Ano Regni: Regis: GE OR G11, Il. Decimo Quarto- WISE >, of 


' -3 Increaſe of Sheep and Goats encomag'd. . 


x hereby are further impowered by and with the Aſſent of two Juſtices of the Select: Men, 
4 Peace, to ſet to Work all fuch Perſons, married or unmarried, able of Body, e 
2 having no Means to maintain them, that live idly, and uſe or exerciſe no that have no 
ordinary or daily lawful Trade or Buſineſs to get their Living by; and no lawful Im- 
ſingle Perſon of either Sex, under the Age of twenty-one Years ſhall be Ployment. 
ſuffered to live at their own Hand, but under ſome orderly Family-Govern- 

ment: Nor ſhall any Woman of ill Fame, married or unmarried be ſuffered to 

receive or entertainLodgers in her Houſe; and the Sele&-Men, Overſeers of 

the Poor, Conſtables and Tything- Men, are hereby ordered to ſee to the due 
Obſervance of this Act; and to complain and inform againſt any Tranſgreſſors 

thereof to one or more Juſtices of the Peace, or the Court of General Seſſions 

of the Peace, who are hereby reſpectively required and impowered upon due 
Conviction of the Offender or Offenders for living idly or diſorderly, contrary 

to the true Intent of this Act, to commit or ſead ſuch Offenders to theHoule 

of Correction or Work- Houſe, there to remain and be kept to Labour uatil 

they be diſcharged by Order of ſuch Juſtice or Juſtices, or the Court of Ge- 

neral Seſſions of the Peace, unlefs ſuch Perſon or Perſons fo complained of, 

ſhall give reaſonable Caution or Aſſurance to the Satisfaction of the Juſtice 
or Court that they will reform. 

Provided, This Act ſhall not be conſtrued to extend to hinder any ſingle 
Woman of good Repute from the Exercile of any lawful Trade or Employ- 
"ment for a Livelihood, whereto ſhe ſhall have the Allowance and A pproba- 
tion of the Select-Men or Overſeers of the Poor, or the major Part of them: 
And any two Juſtices committing any Perſon or Perſons as aforeſaid, are 
hereby impowered as they ſhall find Cauſe to diſcharge them again. | 
This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of ſeven Years from Limitation. 


the Publication thereof, and from thence to the End of the Seſſion of the 
General Court then next following, and no longer. 


Continued to March 25. 1760 


C— 


— 


Proviſo. 


. and to the End of the then next Seſſion of theGeneral Court. 
CHAP. : 
An Act to encourage the Increaſe of Sheep and Goats. 


— — 
1 — 1 — 


3 


O RAS MUCH as Rams and He-Goats going at large with Ewes at all Preamble. 


Times of theYear, has (by long Experience) been found prejudicial to the 
| Increaſe of Sheep and Geats ; 


Be it therefore enated by his Excellency the Governour, Council Rams andHe- 
andRepreſentatives inSeneralCourt aſſembled,and by theauthozi- Seas 
tp of the fame, That from and after the Publication of this Act, no Rams Pot at a = 
or He-Goats ſhall be ſuffered to go at large, or be out of the Incloſure of tain Seaſon, 
the Owner thereof from the tenth Day of Auguſt till after the fifteenth Day underPenalty. 
of November annually, under the Penalty of fifteen Shillings for each and every 
Ram or He- Goat found out of the Incloſure of the Owner thereof as afore- 
{aid ; ſaid Penalty or Forfeiture to be paid by the Owner of ſuch Ram or 
| He-Goar, to the Party finding and taking up the ſame going at large within 
the Term above- mentioned, and may be recovered by Action of Debt before 
a Juſtice of the Peace of the County where ſuch Forfeiture ariſes, or of the 
County where the Owner may be found, and in Caſe the Owner be not 
known, the Perſon or Perſons who ſhall take up ſhall likewiſe ſecure, and 
keep ſuch Ram or He- Goat, and within twenty-four Hours after ſhall lodge 
a Notification thereof in Writing under his Hand, with the Town-Clerk of 
the Town where ſuch Ram or He-Goat was found going at large, ſetting 
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* 


forth the Colour and Marks, Natural and Artificial, (if ſuch there be) which 
Clerk ſhall make and keep an Entry or Record thereof, and poſt up the ſame 
at the Door of his Dwelling- Houſe for the Information of any Inquirer, and 
Penalty for for his Service herein ſhall have 1% Shillings paid him by the Perſon 
their Boing ar lodging the Notification as aforeſaid. And in Caſe the Owner or Owners of 
2 —— any Ram or He- Goat fo taken up and poſted, ſhall within five Days next 
: after ſuch poſting, repair to the Party taking up the ſame, and ſhall pay or 
tender to him the betore-mentioned Forfeiture, together with the reaſonable 
Charges occaſioned by taking up, keeping and poſting as aforeſaid, ſuch 
Ram or He-Goat ſhall be again reſtored to the Owner; but if the Owner 
do not appear within the aforeſaid Term of five Days, or ſhould be a ſecond 
Time convicted before a Juſtice of the Peace, of tranſgreſſing againſt this 
Act; in either of the Caſes before-mentioned the Ram or He-Goart found 
going at large, and taken up purſuant to this Act, ſhall he declared forfeit, 
and ſhall thence-forward be the ſole Property of the Perſon or Perſons taking 
| up and poſting the ſame in Manner as is before- mentioned. 
Limitation, This Act to continue and be in Force for ſeven Years from the Publica- 
tion thereof, and no longer. 
Continu'd till June 27. 1758. 


{ The three foregoing As were Publiſhed April 10. 1741. ] 


Acts and Laws, 


Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
jeſty's Province of the Ma/jachuſetts-Bay in New-England : Begun 
and Held at Boſton upon Wedneſday the eighth Day of 
Fuly 1741. 


* 


111 


HA P. l. 
An Act to prevent unneceſſary Petitions to the Great and 
General Court. 


Preamble. HEREAS Perſons are frequently put to great Coſt and Charge in 
making Anſwer to cauſeleſs Petitions preferred to the General Court 
of this Province; 


For Remedy whereof ; 
Upon the 


pin of „ Ve it enatted by his Excellency the Governour, Council and 
vexatious Pe. Repreſentatives in General Court aſſembled,and by the Authority 
titions, Se. Of the fame, That for the tuture, when any Petition or Complaint ex- 
the adverſe hibited to the General Court, ſhall be diſmiſſed as vexatious or cauſeleſs, and 
"IT 3 the ſame be expreſſed in the Vote of Diſmiſſion, the Reſpondent or adverſe 
ges. Party ſhall be intitled to have and receive of the Petitioner or Complainant, 

all ſuch reaſonable Coſts and Damages, as he or they have ſuſtained in 


No Petition Attending or making Anſwer to ſuch Petition or Complaint. . 


to be received And be it further enacted by the Authority afoceſaid, Thar go Peti- 
Pon tion ſhall be received into the Court, except the ſame be preferred, within 


Court's firſk the Space of fourteen Days from the firſt Sitting of ſaid Court, unleſs the 

fitting, unleſs Cauſe upon which thePetition is founded aroſe within theSitting of ſaid Court. 

&e. This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of ſeven Years from 

Limitation, the Publication thereof, and from thence to the End of the next Seſſion of 
the General Court, and no longer. 


Centinu d till March 25. 1760. And until the End of the then next | 
Seſſion of the General Court, 
CHAP. 
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1741. 


Pooz. Poꝛters. 


CHAP. II. 
An Act in Addition to an Act Intitled, An Aci for Ex- 


planation of and Supplement to an Aci referring to 
the Poor. 


HEREAS there are many Children in this Province, who live without the 

Bounas of anyTown,who by Reaſon of the great Poverty of their Parents, 

are likely to be brought up in Ialeneſs, Ignorance and Irreligion , and it often 
happens that ſundry Per ſons living without theBounds of any I own take no orderly 


Courſe for a Living, to the Diſhonour of GOD, the Hurt of the publickIelfare, 
and their own Ruin : 


For Remedy whereof ; 


Be it therefoze enacted by hisErcellency the Governour, Coun- 
cil and Repreſentatives in General Court aſſembled, and by the 
Authority of the ſame, That the Juſtices of the General Seſſions of the 
Peace in the ſeveral Counties whithin this Province, be and are hereby fully 
impowered from Time to Time as they ſhall find Occaſion, to appoint three 
or more ſufficient diſcreet Perſons, Freeholders in their reſpective Counties, 
to be Overſeers of thePoor, who live within the ſame,and without theBounds 
of any Townſhip, which Perſons appointed Overſeers as atorefaid, ſhall be 
and are hereby tully authorized and impowered trom Time to Time (by and 
with the Aſſent of two Juſtices of the Peace in the ſame County) to ſet to 
work or bind out Apprentice as they ſhall think convenient, all ſuch Children 
living without the Bounds of any Townſhip as aforeſaid, whoſe Parents ſhall 


Preamble. 


Children of 
the Poor, liv- 
ing in no 
Town, to be 
bound Ap- 
prentices by 
Overſeers ap- 
pointed by 
the Seſſions. 


by the ſaid Overſeers, or the major Part of them, be thought unable to 


maintain them; Male Children til! they come to the Age of twenty-one 
Years; and Females till they come to the Age of eighteen Years or Time of 
Marriage; which ſhall be as good and effectual inLaw to all Intents andPur- 
poſes, as if any ſuch Child were of full Age, and by Indenture or Covenant 
had bound him or her felt, or that their Parents were conſenting thereto ; 
Proviſion by Indenture to be made for inſtrutting Children ſo bound out, 
viz, Males to read, write and, cypher ; and Females to read, as they re- 
ſpectively may be capable; and ſuch Overſeers ſhall from Time to Time 
inquire into the Uſage of Children ſo bound out, by themſclves or Prede- 
ceſſors, and endeavour to defend them from all Wrongs and Injuries. 

And be it further enated by theAuthority atoreſaid, That the ſaid 
Overſeers or the major Part of them be and are hereby tully impowered by 
and with the Aſſent of two Juſtices of the Peace to ſet to Work all ſuch 
Perſons, living without the Bounds of any Townſhip as aforeſaid, whether 
married or unmarried, able of Body, having no Means to maintain them, 
that live idly, and uſe or exerciſe no ordinary and daily lawful Trade or 
Buſineſs to get their Living. 

This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of five Years, and 
no longer. h | 


Reviv'd and Continu'd till March 25. 1760. And until the End of the 
then next Seſſin of the General Court. 


of » 3. 38 WL 
An Act for the better regulating Porters employed within 


the Town of Boſton. 


HEREAS the Trade and Buſineſs managed in the Town of Boſton, 
: between the Inhabitants thereof, and others trafficking there, occaſions 
many Perſons to reſort: to and attend about the IWharves, Docks, and other 


EF: Parts 


Overſeers to 
ſet to work 
the Poor li- 
ving out of 
any Town. 


Limitation, 


Preamble. 
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Porters. 


Select Men 
of Boſton to 
appoint Po- 
ters. 


Who are to 
ar Badges 
i :,ber'd. 


Select Men to 
Uate their 
\Y ages. 


Fine for ſer- 
vin as Porter 
without Li- 
CENCE. 


Penalty for 
Porters aſking 
more tor their 
Work than 
allow'd by 
the Select- 
Men. 


Penalty for 
oN cIating 
wirnout their 
Badge. 


Select- Men 


to take Secu- 


rity for the 
Porters Fide- 
lity. 


Diſorderly 
Porters to be 
removed. 


Limitation. 


Parts of the Town, to convey and carry Goods, Wares and Mercbandixes 
from Place to Place; ſome of whom are not ſo well known as ſuch an Em- 


ployment requires, others of no good Charater, yet oft-times have Goods of 


a conſiderable Value put into their. Cuſtody for Conveyance as aforeſaid, and 
ſome taking upon them the Buſineſs of Porters, impoſe upon thoſe making Uſe of 
them, more eſpecially Strangers, by exacting exorbitant Wages for their Labour, 
or reſuſing Buſineſs, ibo not before employed, if they cannot have their unreaſo- 
nable Demanas ; 
Therefore to avoid ſuch Inconveniencies for the future; 


Be it enatted by his Excellency the Governour, Council and 
Repreſentatives in General Court aſſembled, and by the Authority 
of the ſame, That the Select-Men of the Town of Beſten for the Time 
being, ſhall have full Power and Authority to order what Number, and who 
ſhall be employed, and take upon them the Buſineſs of carrying Goods, 
Wares and Merchandizes for Pay or Wages, as common Porters within the 
ſaid Town; and what Rate or Price ſuch Perſons ſhall aſk, receive and take 
for their Labour, Service and Attendance, according to the Diſtance of Place 
or other Circumſtances the Select- Men ſhall order and aſcertain ; all which 
Per ſons ſo admitted by the Select- Men, ſhall at all Times when in theService 
or doing the Buſineſs of Porters, wear a Badge or Ticket with the Figure of 
a Pine Free marked thereon,on ſome Part of his upperGarment or Girdle; which 
Badge or Ticket ſhall be numbered, and a fair Entry of each Porter's Ticket 
made in the Select- Men's Book, as alſo the Wages they are to aſk and re- 
ceive, within ten Days after the Approbation ot the Select- Men as aforeſaid. 

And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That whoſo- 
ever ſhall preſume to take up the Buſineſs and Employ of a common Porter, 
and convey or carry Goods and Merchandize from Place to Place within the 
Town of Beſton for Hire or Wages, without being admitted by the Select-— 
Men as atoreſaid, ſhall forfeit and pay the Sum ot Twenty Sbillings for every 
Time he ſhall be convicted thereof before any one of His Majeſty's Juſtices 
0; the Peace within the County of Suffolk, at Boſton aforeſaid, the one half of 
which Fine or Forfeiture ſhall be diſpoſed of to and for the Uſe of the Poor 
oi the T'own of Boſton, the other halt to him or them that ſhall inform and 
ſue for the ſame. 

and be it further enacted, That whoſoever being admitted as a 
Porter as aforeſaid, ſhall aſk, take and receive any more than what the Select- 
Men ſhall allow for any Work or Service, ſhall for every ſuch Exaction for- 
ſeit and pay the Sum of Twenty Shillings, to be recovered and diſpoſed of as 
by this Act is already directed; and if any Perſon admitted and approved of 
as aforeſaid, as a common Porter, ſhall officiate or concern himſelf in the 
Buſineſs of tranſporting Goods or Merchandrze, not having his Badge or 
Ticket, ſhall for every ſuch Breach of this Act, forfeit and pay the Sum of 
Twenty Shi/lings, to be recovered and diſpoſed of as aforcfaid. 

Be it further enatted, That the Selet-Men ſhall require and take 
Bond of each one of the Porters, admitted as aforeſaid, with ſufficient Surety, 
in a Sum not exceeding Fifty Pounds, for their orderly and faithſul acting in 
the Buſineſs, more eſpecially their ſafe conveying and delivering ſuch Goods 
as ſhall be committed to them, And that upon Complaint made to the 
Select-Men, that any whom they may have admitted as aforeſaid, do not 
behave and conduct themſelves orderly, peaceably and quietly towards their 
Employers, it being made to appear, the Party accuted being ſeaſonably 
notified thereof, ſuch Perſon may be removed, and other meet and orderly 
Perſons admitted in his Room. 

Provided, This Act be in Force, and ſo continue for the Space of ſeven 
Years from the Publication thereof, and no longer. 

Riviy'd and Continud Ptill June 27. 1758. 
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Poor priſoners for Debt. 21 


Ci MT IV. 
An Act for the Relief of poor Priſoners for Debt. 


E it enafed by hisErcellency theGovernour,CouncilandRe- 


25 preſentatives in SeneralTourt aſſembled, and by theAuthozity 
of the ſame, That when any Perſon ſtanding committed for 


Debt or Damages, ſhall complain, that he or ſhe hath not Eſtate ſufficient 
to ſupport him or her ſelf in Priſon, the Goaler or Keeper of ſuch Priſon, 
ſhall at the Requeſt of ſuch Priſoner apply to two Juſtices of the Peace 
within the County Quorum Unus, who ſhall thereupon make out a Notifica- 
tion under their Hands and Seals, to be ſerved on the Creditor or Creditors 
of ſuch Priſoner, if he, ſhe or they live within this Province, his or her Ex- 
ecutor, Adminiſtrator, Agent or Attorney, by reading the ſame to them, or 


— 


* — 


2 


— 


Proceedings 

upon the Pri- 
ſoners Deſire 
of a Releaſe. 


by leaving an atteſted Copy thereof at the Place of his, her or their uſual Abode; 


or if out of the Province, then to be left at the Place of the uſual Abode of 
ſuch Creditor or Creditors, Agent or Attorney, if any he, ſhe or they have, 
thereby ſignifying to him, her, or them, ſuch Priſoner's Deſire of taking the 
Priviledge and Beneſit allowed in and by this Act, and of the Time and 
Place appointed for the intended Caption of his or her Oath ; which Noti- 
fication ſhall be ſerved at leaſt forty Days before the Caption, and ſo certified 
to the Jultices, that ſo he, ſhe or they may be preſent, it they ſee Cauſe : 
And in Caſe any Creditor lives without this Province, and hath no Agent or 
Attorney in it, the juſtices ſhall cauſe a Notification to be left with theClerk 
of the Court out of which the Execution iflued ; and ſhall allow double the 
Time beſore- mentioned: And ſuch Juſtices are hereby impowered to ad- 


miniſter to the Debtor, if they think proper ſo to do, aſter they have fully 
examined and heard the Parties, the following Oath, viz. 


A. B. do upon my Oath ſolemaly profeſs and declare before Almighty 60 D, 

1 That I have not any Eſtate, Real or Perſonal, in Poſſeſſion, Reverſion or Re- fag 

mainder, ſufficient to ſupport my ſelf in Priſon, or to pay Priſon Charges; and 228 

that I bave not ſince the commencing of this Suit upon me, nor at any other Time, 

direfaly or inairecly, ſold, leaſed, or otherwiſe conveyed or diſpoſed of to, or in- 

truſted any Perſon or Perſons whomſozuer with, all or any Part of the Eſtate, 

Real or Perſonal, whereof I have been the lawful Owner or Poſſeſſor, with any 

Intent or Deſign to ſecure the ſame, or to receive or expect any Profit or Advan- 

tage therefrom, or done, cauſed or ſuffered to be done any Thing elſe whatſoever, 

whereby any of my Creditors may be defrauded. 

Which Oath being taken by ſuch Prifoner, and Certificate thereof made 

under the Hands and Seals of the Juſtices adminiſtring the ſame, to the Friſoner to be 

Goaler or Keeper, he ſhall thereupon. ſet ſuch Priſoner at Liberty, unleſs ebarged or 
F bd Wars D ; ty, unlels maintained by 

the Creditor or Creditors, Agent or Attorney notified as aforeſaid, his, her the Creditor 

or their Fxecutor or Adminiftrator ſhall give Security to the Goaler or in Caſe. 

Keeper, for the Payment of eight Sbillings per Week, for and towards the 

Support of ſuch Priſoner, while he or ſhe ſhall be detained in Priſon ; and 

the Goaler or Keeper ſhall detain and keep in cloſe Cuſtody ſuch Priſoner, fo 

long as ſaid Sum hall be paid, but upon failure of Payment thercof ſhall fer Goaters For. 

him or her a'Liberty. And in Cate thcGoaler ſhall refuſe or delay to diſcharge ow 

any Priloner who has complied with this Act, he {hall forteit and pay to the ca 

Priſoner th- full Sum for Which he ſtands committed, to be recovered by 

Action of Debt in any Court proper to try the ſame. 


And be it further enacted by the Authozity aforeſaid, That if any 
ſuch Pritoner as aforeſaid, ſhall be convicted of having fold, leaſed or other- 
wile conveyed or diſpoſed of, or intruſted his or her Eſtate, or any Part 
thereof, directly or indirectly, contrary to his foregoing Oath, he ſhall not 


only 


2 n the... At 


22 | Funerals. 


Penalty for a only be liable to the Pains and Penalties mentioned in the Act for puniſhing 
falſe Oath. of wiltulPerjury, but ſhall-receive no Benefit from hisOath; or in Caſe ſuch 
Priſoner at the Time of the intended- Caption ſhall not take the aforeſaid 
Oath, or be not admitted thereto by the Juſtices, he or ſhe ſhall be remanded 
back to the Goal, and ſhall not be intitled ro the Benefit of this Act. 
And all and every Judgment obrained againſt ſuch Priſoner, ſhall not- 
* Priſoners vithſtanding ſuch Diſcharge as aforeſaid, be and remain good and effect ual 
ate liable. 8 S& ; 
to Execution in Law to all Intents and Purpoſes againſt any Eſtate whatſoever, which 
notwithſtand- may then, or at any Time afcerwards belong to him or her; and the Creditor 
ing his Diſ- gr Creditors, Agent or Attorney, his, her or their Executors or Admini- 
8 upon ſtrators may take out a new Execution againſt the Lands, Tenements, 
88 Hereditaments, Goods and Chattels of ſuch Priſoner (his or her wearing 
Apparel, Bed- Apparel, Bedding for him and his or her Family, and Tools neceſſary for 
ing and Tools his or her Trade or Occupation only excepted) for the Satisfaction of the 
excepted. Debt, in ſach Sort and Manner as might have been done in Caſe ſuch Pri- 
ſoner had never been taken in Execution: And the Charge, if any there be, 
Py _—_— that the Creditor has been at for ſuch Priſoner's weekly Support, as afore- 
5.5 po 8 be ſaid, ( upon Oath being firſt made thereto before the Clerk of the Court out 
added, of which the Execution iſſues, who is hereby impowered to adminiſter the 
ſame) ſhall be added thereto : And if any Debtor ſhall be aggrieved at any 
Remedy in ſuch additional Charge, the Creditor ſhall forteit and pay to the Debtor 
8 afaiſe fourfold the Sum unjuſtly charged and levied upon him for ſuch Support; 
— to be recovered in any Court proper for the Trial thereof. 
Provided nevertheleſs, And it is hereby declared, That ſuch Priſoner 
as aforeſaid, ſhall only be diſcharged from the Execution or Executions 
Upon what whereon ſuch Proceſs, as is before mentioned, has been had, and not from 
Execution the any other whereon he or ſhe may be committed, until theOath and Directions 
Priſoner tak. before preſcribed be taken and attended: Nor ſhall any Perſon who after 
ing the Oath receiving the Benefit of this Act, ſhall be again committed upon any new 
is (6 bo. ; 8 | 
charged, Execution as aforeſaid, receive any further Advantage by this AR nor 
ſhall this Act be conſtrued to extend to any Perſon in Cuſtody for any Fine 
impoſed on him or her. 
This Act ſhall continue and be in Force for the Space of three Years from 
Limitation. the Publication thereof; and to the End of the next Sitting of the General 
Court, and no longer. | : 
[ The four foregoing Afls were publiſhed Auguſt 10. 1741, ] 
Reviv'd and Continu'd to July 1. 1759. 


An Act, 


Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
jeity's Province of the Mafſachufetts-Bay in New-England : Be- 
gun and Held at Beſton upon Wedneſday the eighth Day of Fuly 
1741. And continued by Prorogation and Adjournments to 
Wedneſday the twenty-fiftth Day of November following. 


— —W ww —. — 2 


C | 
An Act to retrench the extraordinary Expence at Funerals. 


[4/7 EREAS the giving of Scarves, Gloves, Wine, Rum, and Rings, at Fune- 
rale, is a great and unneceſſary Expence, and while practiſed will be detri- 
mental to the Province, and tend to the impoveriſhing of many Families : | 
Be it therefore enaited by his Excellency the Governour, Council 
andiRepreſentatives inSeneralCourt aflembled, and by theAuthozt- 
ty of the ſame, That no Scarves, Gloves (except ſix Pair to the Bearers, 


and 
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and one Pair to each Miniſter of the Church or Congregation where any de- No Scarves, 
ceaſed Perſon belongs) Wine, Rum or Rings ſhall be allowed and given at 9828 
any Funeral, upon the Penalty of Fifty Pounds, to be forfeited by the Executor c be given at 
or Adminiſtrator to the Will or Eſtate of the Perſon interred, or other Per- Funerals, 
ſon that regulates or is at the Expence of the Funeral, (to be paid by him ſaving. 

out of his own Eſtate) to be recovered by Action, Bill, Plaint or Informati- 

on, in any of His Majeſty's Courts of Record proper to try the ſame ; one 

Moiety to him that ſhall inform and ſue for the ſame, the other Moiety for 

the Uſe of the Poor of ſuch Town where the Perſon interred did laſt be- 

long. And the Grand Jurors in the ſeveral Counties are hereby ſtrictly en- 

joined diligently to inqure after, and make Preſentment of the Breaches 

of this Act. 


This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of five Years from Limitation: 
the Publication thereof, and no longer. 


[ The foregoing Act was Publiſhed January 18 1741. ] 
Continu'd to March 25. 1760. And to the End of the then next Seſſinn 
| of the General Court, 


Acts and Laws, 


Paſſed by the Great and GeneralCourt or Aſſemby of HisMajeſty's 
Province of the Maſſachuſſettu-Bay in New-England : Begun and 
HeldatBoſton upon Wedneſday the twenty- ſixthDay of May 1742. 
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CHAP. I 
An Act in Addition to and for rendering more effectual 


an Act for regulating the Aſſize of Caſk, and prevent- 
ing Deceit in packing of Fiſh, Beef and Pork for Sale, 
made in the fourth Year of the Reign of King William 


and Queen Mary ; and alfo for the preventing Fraud 
and Injuſtice in the meaſuring of Grain. 


HHEREAS there does daily appear great Fraud and Deceit in the pack- 
ing of Beef and Pork and other Proviſions, the Produce of «ther Preamble, 


Colonies vended or conſumed in this Province; and whereas the A or 

Law already made for preventing ſuch Fraud and Deceit hath heen 
found ineſfectual for that Purpoſe, ſo that a further Proviſion is necegary 19 
bs made : 


Be it therefore enacted by the Governour Council and Houſe of 5%, Beef + 
Repreſenratives, That from and after the firſt Day of October next, all Fit to be r. 


Barrels and other Caſks of Pork, Beef, Fiſh or other Proviſion imported pack d and 
into this Province, ſhall be repacked and pickled before the ſame ſhall be Pickled. 
fold or expoſed to Sale to any Perſon whatſoever, which repacking and 

pickling ſhall be performed and done by fit Perſons appointed for that Pur- 

poſe, for every Town where ſuch Proviſions are uſually brought for Sale, or 

irom whence they are exported for a foreign Markec : And the Juſtices of 88 be 
the Peace in the ſeveral Counties are hereby impowered and directed at their e Worn 
firſt General Quarter - Seſſions to be holden in each reſpedive County in this 

Province, yearly to appoint a ſuitable Number of Perſons for each Town as 

aforeſaid, and to ſwear them to the due and faithful Execution of their Office; 

and any ſuch Perfon ſo appoiated refuſing to officiate, ſhall be liable and 

ſobject as in and by the Act of the fourth of King Milliam and Queen Mary. 
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Aſſize of Cask, &c. 


Aſſize of Caſk 
and Quantity 
of Meat, &c. 


Caſk to be 
mark' d after 
re packing. 


penalty for 
Packers not 
doing their 
Duty. 


Penalty for 
ſelling Provi- 
fions not re- 


pack'd. 


Meaſurers of 
Corn, their 
Daty & Fee. 


Penalty for 
refuſing to 
have Grain 
meaſured as 
above. 


0 
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And be it further enacted, That all Caſk uſed for packing Fiſh, Beef» 
Pork, or any other Commodity imported as aforeſaid within this Province» 
being of the full Aſſize required in the aforeſaid Act, and as free of Sap as 
may be, each and every Barrel of merchantable Pork imported here when 
expoſed to Sale in any Town or Place within this Province where ſuch Of- 
ficers or Packers ſhall have been appointed as aforeſaid, after being repacked 
as aforeſaid, ſhall contain at leaſt two hundred and twenty Pounds of Pork, 
and there ſhall not be pack'd in any Barrel more than four Legs, four 
Shoulders, and four halt Heads, and every Hali-Barre] and greater or 
leſſer Caſk ſhall be in Proportion; and each and every Barrel of merchant- 
able Beef ſhall contain no more than three Legs or Shins; and the Packer 
ſhall be allowed fx Pence per Barrel for every Barrel repack'd as aforeſaid, 
and in Proportion for larger Caſk. 

And be it further enacted, That every Packer to be appointed as 
aforeſaid, after repacking and pickling any Beef, Pork, Fiſh, or other Com- 
modities, fhall ſet a Brand or Mark with the firſt Letters of his Chriſtian and 
Sirname, and the Town where he dwells at length, on all ſuch Caſk, Barrels 


or Half-Barrels, wherein he hath repacked and pickled any Beef, Pork, Fiſh 


or other Proviſions : And in Caſe any ſuch Packer appointed and ſworn as 
aforeſaid, ſhall be guilty of any Fraud or Deceit in packing or repacking 
any Beef, Pork, Fiſh, or other Proviſion, or any Caſk uſed for packing or 
repacking the ſame, contrary to the true Intent and Meaning of this Act, 
ſhall forfeit and pay the Sum of forty Sbillings for every Caſk or Barrel of 
Proviſion ſo deceitfully packed or repacked, one Halt to the Informer who 
ſhall ſue for the ſame, in any of His Majeſty's Courts of Record within this 


Province, proper to try the ſame ; the other Halt to the Poor of the Town 
where ſuch Offence is committed. | 


And for rendering the ſaid Alt more effeftual : 


Be it further enacted, That whoſoever ſhall ſell or expoſe to Sale 
any Barrels or other Caſks of Beef, Pork or any other Proviſions imported 
into any Town within this Province where ſuch Packers ſhall be appointed 
as aforeſaid, before the ſame ſhall be repacked and pickled and branded by 
the Packer thereof as aforeſaid, ſhall forfeit and pay the Sum of twent 
Shillings per Barrel for every Offence, one Halt to the Informer who ſhall 
ſue for the ſame before any of His Majeſty's Courts of Record proper to 
try the ſame, the other Half to the Poor of the Town where ſuch Offence 
is committed. | | 

And be it further enacted, That there be a ſuicable Number of 
Meaſurers of Corn and all Sort of Grain in every Sea PortTown within this 
Province, to be appointed as aforeſaid, who being . likewiſe ſworn. for the 
faithful Diſcharge of that Office, at the Requeſt of the Purchaſer, ſhall 
meaſure all Corn and Grain that ſhall be imported and fold out of any Ship 
or other Veſſel, and ſhall have and receive of himOne Farihing per Buſhel, for 
every Buſhel of Corn or Grain by him ſo meaſured, when the Quantity mea- 
ſured exceeds ten Buſhels, and One Half. Penny perBuſhel when the Quantity be 
leſs than ten Buſhels. © 

And be it further enacted, That whoſoever ſhall expoſe to Sale with- 
in the ſaid Province any Corn or other Grain, and ſhall refuſe to ſuffer the 
ſame to be meaſured as aforeſaid, being requeſted thereto by the Purchaſer, 
ſhall forfeit and pay forty Shillings to ſuch Perſon or Perſons as ſhall make 
Proof thereof to any of His Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace, | 

And be it further enacted, That every ſuch Meaſurer of Corn and 
Grain as aforeſaid, ſhall (at the Expence of the reſpective Towns they belong 


to) 
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to) be provided each with two Half-Buſhels Vincheſter Meaſure, which ſhall Finchefer 
on the Top thereof have two Strips of Iron, each croſſing the ſame on a eee 
Level, to prevent any Deceit in ſtriking the ſaid Meaſure when full of Grain; 

and in Caſe any ſuch Meaſurer of Grain ſhall be guilty of any Fraud or 

Deceit in meaſuring any Sort of Grain, he ſhall forfeit and pay the Sum of Penalty on 
five Pounds and in Cale of his Refuſal to attend the aforeſaid Service when Ne * 
he ſhall be thereto requeſted, he ſhall forfeit and pay the Sum of five Shillings hate Duty: 
for each and every Offence, to be recovered and diſpoſed of as atoreſaid. 


This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of three Years from Limitation 
the Publication thereof, and no longer. 


Reviv'd and Contimi d *till March 25. 1760. And to the End 
F the then next Seſſun of the General Court. 


ö „ 


c H A P. Il. 


An Act to prevent Damage being done unto Billing gate 
Bay in the Town of Eaſtham, by Cattle and Horſe- 


Kind and Sheep feeding on the Beach and Iſlands ad- 


joining thereto. 


HERE 4S many Perſons frequently drive Numbers of neat Cattle, Horſe- „ 
Kind andSheep to feed upon the Beach and Iſlands adjoining to Billingſ- 8 
gate Bay, whereby the Ground is much broken and damnified, and the Sand blown © 


into the Bay, to the great Damage not only of private Perſons in their Impley- 


ment of getting Oyſter, but alſo to the Publick, by filling up ſaid Bay, which is 
often, uſed by Seamen in Streſs of Weather : 


Be it therefore enated by the Governour, Council and Houſe of Horſes, Cattle 
Repreſentatives, That from and after the Publication of this Act, no ardSheep not 


Perſon or Perſons ſhall preſume to turn or drive any near Cattle, or Horſe- j? oo _ 

Kind, or Sheep to or upon the Iflands or Beach lying Weſterly of Billing /. e . 

gate Bay and South of Griſſin's Iſland (fo called) in the Town of Eaſtham, 

to feed thereon, upon the Penalty of ten Shillings a Head for all neat Cattle, 

and for every Horſe or Mare, and wo Shillings and ſix Pence for each Sheep 

that ſhall be turned or found feeding on ſaid Iflands and Beach which lie 

South of Grifen's Iſland ; which Penalty ſhall be recovered by the Select- 

Men or Treaſurer of the ſaid Town of Eaſtham, or any other Perſon that 

ſhall inform and ſue for the ſame, the one Half of the ſaid Forfeiture to 

him or them who ſhall inform and ſue for the ſame, the other Half to be 

to and for the Uſe of the Poor of the ſaid Town. | 
And be it further enacted, That if any neat Cattle, or Horſe-Kind, or Cattle 3 — 

Sheep ſhall at any Lime hereafter be found feeding on the ſaid Iſlands and fou — 

Beach South of Griffin's Iſland, that it ſhall and may be lawful for any Per- on the Beach 

ſon to impound the ſame, immediately giving Notice to the Owners, if &c- 

known, otherwiſe to give publick Notice thereof in the ſaid Town of Eaft- 

bam, and the two next adjoining Towns; and the Impounder ſhall relieve the 

Creatures with ſuitable Meat and Water while impounded ; and if theOwner 

thereof appear, he ſhall pay the Sum of two Shillings and fix Pence to the 

Impounders for each neat Beaſt and Horſe-Kind, and eight Pence for each 

Sheep, and the reaſonable Coſt of relieving them beſides the Pound-Keeper's Rules refer- 

Fees : And if no Owner appear within the Space of ſix Days to redeem the imb 2 

ſaid Cattle or Horſe-Kind or Sheep ſo impounded, and to pay the Damages Coke 

and Colts occaſioned by impounding the ſame ; then and in every ſuch Caſe, 

the Perſon or Perſons impounding ſuch Cattle, or Horſe-Kind, or Sheep, 

ſhall cauſe the ſame to be fold at publick Vendue, to pay the Coſt and 


Charges 
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Charges ariſing about the ſame (publick Notice of the Time and Place of 
ſuch Sale, to be given in the ſaid Town of Eaſtham and in the Town of ; 
Truro, forty eight Hours before-hand ; ) and the Overplus (if any there be) | 4 
ariſing by ſuch Sale, to be returned to the Owner of ſuch Cattle, or Horſe- 12 
'F Kind, or Sheep, at any Time within twelve Months next after, upon his . 
i demanding the ſame; but if no Owner appear within the ſaid twelveMonths, 
then the ſaid Overplus ſhall be, one Halt co the Party impounding, and the 
other Half to the Uſe of the Poor of the ſaid Town of Eaſtham, | 
Officers may And be it further enacted, That the ſaid Town of Eaſtham at their 
be choſen to Meeting in March annually for the Choice of Town Officers, be authorized 
* this Act in and impowered to chuſe one or mare tmeet Perſon or Perſons, whoſe Duty it 
ecuri0n- ſhall be to ſee that this Act be obſerved, and proſecute the Breakers thereof, 
who ſhall be ſworn to the faithful Diſcharge o their Office; and in Caſe 
any Perſon ſo choſen ſhall reſuſe to be ſworn, he ſhall forfeit and pay ten 
Sbillings to the Poor of ſaid Town of Eaſtham z and the ſaid Town of 
Eaſtham at a Town Meeting warned for that Purpoſe, may at any 1'ime 
betore March next, chuſe ſuch Officers, who ſhall continue until their annual 
Meeting in March next. 


13 This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of five Years from the 
A Publication thereof, and no longer. 


[ The two foregoing Ads were Publiſhed July 5. 1742. ] 


Reviv'd and Continu'd "till January 31. 1756. And to the End of the 
| then next Seſſion of t the General Court. 


Acts and Laws, 


Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
jeſty's Province of the Mafſachu/etts-Bay in New-England : Be- 
gun and Held at Boſtou upon Wedneſday the twenty-{1xth Day 
of May 1 7 4 2. And continued by Adjournments and Pro- 
rogations unto Thurſday the eighteenth of November following. 


c —_— ——— 


CH AP. III. 


An Act for making more effectual an Act Intitled, An 
Act for regulating the Militia. 


? HRRE AS the ſeveral Penalties ſet or ordered to be impoſed by the ſaid 
Preamble: W Act Intitled An Act for regulating the Militia, made and paſſed in 
| the fifth Year of the Reign of King William and Queen Mary, do 

not _ the good Deſign propoſed in ſaid AF : | 


For Remedy whereof : 


Clerks may Be it enacted by the Governour, Council and houſe of Repre- 
deftrain or fue CeEnfatives, That the Clerk of each reſpective Company may ex Officio 


for Fines. deſtrain for any Fine or Penalty for Breach of any of the Clauſes or Para- 
graphs in the aforeſaid Act, for Breach of which he might have deſtrained 
by Force of ſaid Act, or may recover the ſame by Action of Debt before 
a Juſtice of the Peace, or any Court of Record proper to try the ſame; all 
the ſaid Forfeitures to be applied to the Uſes mentioned in ſaid Act. , 
And for preventin Fen Miſapplication of the Mong to be levies ona coleed 
for Breach of ſaid ; 
Shall keep Be it further. ente, That the Clerk, of e each Troop c or "Conte 
fair Accounts, ſhall make and fairly enter in aBook. (o be kept 10 that Purpoſe) a particular 


Account 
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Account of the ſeveral Fines and Forſeitures collected and recovered as 
aforeſaid, and of the Monies ſo collected he ſhall lay out and improve ſo 
much as ſhall- be neceſſary (his own Fees as by Law eſtabliſhed being firſt 
deducted) for purchaſing of Drums, Colours, Halberds, and other Neceſſaries Purchaſe of 
ſor the Uſe of the Troop or Company whereunto he belongs, as from Time Drums &c. by 
to Time he ſhall receive Orders from the Captain or chief Officer in writing LE 9 
under his Hand; and every ſuch Clerk ſhall likewiſe make a fair Entry of 

his ſeyeral Diſburſements of the Money by him collected, ſetting forth the 

Uſe to which the ſame has been applied, and ſome time in the Month of 

March yearly, if required, deliver to the Captain, and to ſuch others as are Account to 
or may be concerned in ordering the Diſpoſition of any Part of the Monies the Captain, 
ſo collected, an atteſted Copy of ſuch Account of his Receipts and Diſburſe- &c. in March 
ments, and ſhall receive for his Trouble therein (to be paid out of the Fines) * 
ſuch Recompence as the Commiſſion Officers of ſuch Company ſhall judge 

reaſonable; and the Overplus (if any be) on Ballance of ſuch Account ſhall 

in the Month of March annually render to the Treaſurer of the Town where And render 
ſach Company is, to be improved for the purchaſing of Arms, Powder, the Overplus 
Bullets, and ſuch other Ammunition for a Town Stock, as by ſaid Act is 8 
required: And every Military Clerk ſhall be under Oath (to be adminiſtred ; 

to him by a Juſtice of the Peace for the ſame County) for the faithful Diſ- And be ſworn 
charge of his Duty and Truſt in every of the Particulars before mentioned ; toFaithfulneſs 
and upon Conviction before the Court of General Seſſions of the Peace in his Office. 
(upon Complaint made) of Neglect therein, ſhall forfeit and pay the Sum of 

five Pounds to be laid out and improved for the Purpoſes aforeſaid. 

And be it further enacted, That upon the Death or Removal of any i 
military Clerk, his Succeſſor in the ſaid Office ſhall have Power, and is gs * 
hereby authorized to demand, ſue ſor and recover of ſuch Clerk, (if living) cover TD 
and of the Executors or Adminiſtrators of any Clerk deceaſed, ſuch Sum not accounted 
or Surns of Money (collected as aforeſaid) as remained in his Hands at the for. 

Time of hisDeath or Removal, and not applied ro the Uſe of ſuch Company 
according to the Directions of the Law. 

And be it further enacted, That when any Servant, Apprentice or 
other Perſon under the Age of twenty one Years, liable by Law to train, 233 oo 
and having been duly warned (not Jeſs than four Days Notice before Hand rn 
to be accounted ſufficient, unleſs in Caſe of an Alarm or other extraordinary Fines of Mi. 
Occaſion) ſhall not attend on military Exerciſes on training Days, or on nors. 
military Watches, the Maſter, Parent or other Perſon who hath the immediate 
Care and Government of ſuch Delinquent, ſhall be anſwerable for ſuch Neg- 
lect, and be obliged to ſatisfy and pay the Fine by Law impoſed for ſuch 
Delinquency, and ſhall be liable to a Suit for the ſame as above provided. 

And be it further enacted, That every Perſon lifted and orderly admit- How Soldier: 
ted into any Company, ſhall ſo continue and attend his Duty there, unleſs of any Com- 
ſuch Perſon (by Name) be diſmiſs'd by writing under the Hand of the chief pany may be 
Officer of the Company or Regiment to which he belongs, or of the Cap- diſmiſo d. 
tain General or Commander in Chiet of the Province, or be removed out of 
the Town or Precinct, on Pain of incurring (for each Offence or Neglect) the 
Penalty by Law already provided in Caſe of Non-appearance on train- 
ing Days, 


This Act to continue and be in Force for the Term of ſeven Years from Limitation, 
the Publication thereof, and no longer. | 


mn 


Reviv d and Continu'd till March 25. 1760. Aud until the End of 
the next Seſſion of the General Court, 
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Within two 
Hours to give 
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coming on 


Pain of 20 L. 


To depart in 
two Hours on 
Pain of 20 . 


He that en- 
tertains him 


ſhall forfeit 
20 . 


Perſons to be 
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examine Tra- 
vellers, &c. 
and ftay them 
from travel- 
ling on Pain 
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CHA P. 178 | 


An Act to prevent the Spreading of the Small-Pox and 
other infectious Sickneſs, and to prevent the Concealing 


of the ſame. 


HEREAS the Inhabitants of ſundry 7 owns in this Province are often 


expoſed io the Infection of the Small- Pox and other malignant contagious 


Diſtempers, by Perſons coming from the neighbouring Governments viſited with 2 | 
em : 


infeFious Sickneſs, and byGoods tranſported hither that carry Infefion with 1 


Be it therefoze enacted by the Governour, Council and Houſe 
of Repreſentatives, That any Perſon or Perſons coming from any Place 
(in either of the neighbouring Colonies or Provinces) where the Small- Pox 


or other malignant infectious Diſtemper is prevailing, into any Town with- 
in this Province, who ſhall not within the Space of two Hours Rom their firſt 
coming, or from the Time they ſhall firſt be informed of their Duty by Law 
in this Particular, give Notice to one or more of the Select-Men or Town 


Clerk of ſuch Town of their coming thither, and of the Place from whence 


they came, ſhall forfeit and pay the Sum of twenty Pounds; and if any Per- 


ſon or Perſons coming into any Town of this Province from any ſuch Place 
viſited with the Small- Pox or other infectious Sickneſs, ſhall not within the 


Space of two Hours (after Warning given him or them for that Purpoſe 


by the Select Men of ſuch Town) depart out of this Province, in ſuch Caſe 


it ſhall and may be lawful for any Juſtice of the Peace of ſuch County by War- 
rant directed to a Conſtable or other proper Officer, to cauſe ſuch Perſon or Per- 


ſons to be removed (with any their Goods that may probably give Infection) 
unto the Colony or Government from whence they came, and any Perſon re- 
moved by Warrant as aforeſaid, who (during the Prevalency of ſuchDiſtemper) 


ſhall preſume to return into any Town of this Province without Liberty firſt 


obtained from ſuch Juſtice, or from the Select-Men of ſuch Town, ſhall 
forfeit and pay the Sum of One Hundred Pounds. 

And be it further enacted, Thar any Inhabitant of this Province who 
ſhall entertain in his Houſe any Perſon warned to depart as aforeſaid, by the 
Space of two Hours after Notice given him or her by one or more of the 
Select Men of ſuch Warning, ſhall forfeit and pay the Sum of twenty Pounds. 

And be it further enacted, That it ſhall and may be lawful for the 
Select-Men of any Town or Towns near to or bordering on either of the 
neighbouring Governments, to appoint (by Writing under their Hands) 
{ome meet Perſon or Perſons, to attend at Ferries or other Places by or over 
which Paſſengers and Travellers coming from ſuch infected Places may paſs or 
be tranſported ; which Perſon or Perſons ſo appointed ſhall have Power to 
examine ſuchPaſſengers and Travellers as they may ſuſpect to bring Infection 
with them, and (if Need be) to hinder and reſtrain them from travelling, till 
licenced thereto by aJuſtice of the Peace within ſuch County, or by theSelect- 
Men of the Town into which ſuchPerſon orPerſons ſhall come; and any Paſſen. 
ger who coming from ſuch infected Place ſhall (without Licence as afore- 
{aid) preſume to travel or abide in this Province after they ſhall have been 
cautioned and admoniſhed (by the Perſon or Perſons appointed as aforeſaid) 
to depart, ſhall forfeit and pay the Sum of 7wenty Pounds, and be removed 
thence by Warrant as aforeſaid, 

The ſeveral Forſeitures ariſing by Virtue of this Act, to be one Moiety 
to and for the Uſe of the Town where the Offence ſhall be committed, the 
other Moiety to him or them who ſhall inform and ſue for the ſame in any 
of His Majeſty's Courts of Record within this Province, 

And 
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And be it further enacted, That from and after the Publication of this 
Act, when any Perſon is viſited with the Small-Pox in any Town of this 
Province, immediately upon Knowledge thereof, the Head of the Famil 
in which ſuch Perſon is ſick, ſhall acquaint theSele&t- Men of the Town there- 
with, and alſo hang out on a Pole at leaſt fix Feet in length, a red Cloth 
not under one Yard long and half a Yard wide, from the moſt publick Part A Pole and 
of the infected Houſe, the ſaid Sign thus to continue 'till the Houſe in the Au 
Judgment of the Select - Men is throughly aired and cleanſed, upon Penalty - 


n 


| of an infected 
of forfeiting and paying the Sum of fifty Pounds for each Offence, one Half Houſe onPain 


for the Informer, and the other Halt for the Uſe of the Poor of the Town % 50 L. 
where ſuch Offence ſhall] be committed, to be ſued for and recovered by the 
Treaſurer of the Town, or the Informer, by Action, Bill, Plaint or Informa- 
tion in any of His Majeſty's Courts of Record, and if the Party be unable 
or refuſes to pay ſuch Fine, then to be puniſhed by Whipping, not exceed- 
ing thirty Stripes. 

And be it further enacted, That when the Small-Pox is in any Town _ | 
of this Province, and any Perſon in ſaid Town (not having had the ſame) 8 pore x 
ſhall then be taken ſick, and any peſtulous Eruptions appear, the Head of Men — 
that Family wherein ſuch Perſon is, ſhall immediately acquaint one or more toms on pe- 
of the Select · Men of the Town therewith, (that ſo the ſaid Select-Men may nalty of 50 £. 
give Directions therein) upon Penalty of forfeiting the Sum of fifty Pounds, 
to be recovered and applied for the Uſes aforeſaid, the whole Charge to be 
born by the Perſon thus viſited, if able to defrey the ſame, but it in the 
Judgment of the Select- Men of the Town ſuch Perſon is indigent and un- 
able, then the ſaidCharge to be born by the Town whereto he or ſhe belongs. 

Provided always, That this Act ſhall not be underſtood to extend to Per- 
ſons in any Town where more than twenty Families are known to be viſited 
with the Smal]]-Pox at one and the ſame Time. | 

This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of ſeven Years, and Limitation. 
no longer. 

| Reviv'd and Continu'd to July 1. 1759. 


— 


— 


CHAP. V. | 
An Act in Addition to the ſeveral Laws of this Province 


relating to the Support of poor and indigent Perſons, 


HEKEAS it has ſometimes ſo happened, and may hereafter happen, that 

Perſons that are poor and unatle io ſupport themſelves, have and may Preamble. 
greatly ſuffer by Reaſon of the Neglect of the Select- Men or Overſeers 
of the Poor of the Town, which by Law is chargeable with their Support, by 
Realon of Doubts and Diſputes touching what Town or Perſons are by Law 
liable to be at Charge for their Support, or on Suppeſition or Pretence that the 
Condition andCircumſtances of ſuch poor Perſons are not ſo neceſſutous as to require 
Relief from the Town, or 10 render them a proper Town Charge : 


For Remedy whereof for the future ; 

Be it enacted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of Repre- 
ſentatives, That every ſuch Doubt, Controverſy or Diſpute as afore- 
mentioned ſhall be determined by the Juſtices of the Court of General The Juftices 
Seſſions of the Peace in the County to which ſuch poor Perſon doth belong; 3 
and the ſaid Juſtices are hereby fully authorized and impowered fully to poor of che 
determine the ſame, upon Application to them made for that Purpoſe. Town. 

And be it further enated, T hat in Caſe the Select-Men orOverſeers of 
the Pour in any Town (where there are ſuch choſen and ſpecially appointed 
for that Purpoſe) ſhall refuſe or negle to take the Care of, and afford the 


neceſſary 
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30 Unneceſſary Law Suits. 


TheOverſeers neceſſary Relief to any poor and indigent Perſon or Perſons that ſhall have 
of the Poor been deemed and adjudged (by the Juſtices in Seſſions) to ſtand in Need of 
2 * ſuch Reliet, and to be the proper Charge of the Town to which ſuch. Select- 
40 % Men or Overſeers do belong, every ſuch delinquent Select-Man or Overſeer 
| ſhall on each Conviction (before the Juſtices of che Court aforeſaid) of ſuch 
Refuſal orNegle&, be by them amerced in a Sum not exceeding foriyShillings, 
at the Diſcretion of the Court, Regard being had to the Circumſtances ex- 
tenuatipg or aggravating the Offence, ſuch Sum to be levied by Diſtreſs and 
Sale of fuch Offenders Goods, and to be applied for the Support of the Poor 
of the Town where ſuch delinquent Select-Men or Overſeers dwell. 
The Joftices And be it further enacted, That when any Town ſhall refuſe or neglect 
may aſſeſs the to defrey theCharges heretofore ariſen, or that ſhall ariſe and accrue for theSup- 
hoo g Port of ſuch indigentPerſon or Perſons as ought to be ſupported at ſuch Town's 
wer Wegleet proper Charge; in ſuch Caſe the ſaid Juſtices are hereby impowered to aſſeſs 
the Inhabitants of ſuch Town therefor, and to cauſe the fame to be added to 
ſuch Town's Proportion of the County Tax, and therewith to be collected and 
paid into the County Treaſury, and to be diſpoſed of byOrder of ſaidJuſtices 
tor defreying theCharges incurred for the Support of ſuch indigent Perſon or 
Perſons as atorementioned, | 
Fe Knut And be it furtber enacted, That whoſoever hath been,or hereafter ſhall 
beenatCharge be at Charge for the Relief ot ſuch neceſſitous and indigent Perſon orPerſons 
ſhall be re- (who ought to be relieved and ſupported by the Town or Towns to which the 
funded by the reſpectively belong) during theTime or Part of the Time that the Select-Men 
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Town, or Overſeers of the Poor have or ſhall neglect their Duty in that Behalf, the 
Perſon or Perſons that have been or ſhall be at Charge for their Relief, ſnall be 
re funded by ſuch Town or Towns, by Order of the Juſtices as aforeſaid, and 

the ſame ſhall be aſſeſſed and collected in Manner as before- mentioned. 

Limitation. This Act to continue and be in Force for the Term of threeYears, and no 


longer. 


Reviv'd and Continu'd *till the End of the Seſſion of the General Court 
next following the 25th of March 1761. 


| CHAP. VE 
An At to prevent unneceſſary Law Suits. 


HEREAS it frequently happens in Controverſies upon Book Debts or 

Preamble. Jingle Contrafts, that when the Action comes upon Trial, the Defendant 
pleads and urges Payment ; and as an Evidence produces his Accompt : 

And whereas the common Practice is to give Judgment without admilting any 

Account in Favour of the Defendant, whereby he is neceſſitated to bring forward 

a Suit himſelf, which occaſions a further Coſt, and ſometimes expoſeth him to 

the Loſs of his Debt, byReaſon of the original Plaintiffs Poverty or abſconding : 

Be it therefoze enacted by the Governour Council and Houſe of 
Repreſentatives in General Court aſſembled, Thac when and fo 

often as any Perſon is or ſhall be ſerved with an original Proceſs in any 
Action or Plea, either of Debt or of the Caſe, for any Sum of Money due 

The Defen- upon ſingle Contract between the Parties for anyGoods ſold or Service done, 
dant on ſingle due by Account, whether ſuch Account be open, or a Ballance thereof be 
Conttact may made and ſign'd by the Parties, to appear before any Juſtice of the Peace or 
e e Inferiour Court of Common Pleas, before whom ſuch Caſe is cognizable, he 
dence to bal- ſhal! be allowed by the Court either to plead ſpecially, or upon the general 
lance the De- Iſſue give his Account in Evidence by Way of Ballance to the Plaintiff's 
mand and de Demand, and be admitted to all ſuch Method and Courſe of proving his 
Planai may Account, as any Plaintiff upon his Suit might; and the Court or e es 
his. 5 | clore 


IW 
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before whom ſuch Trial ſhall be, are hereby directed and impowered to com- 
are and ballance the Accounts of Plaintiff and Defendant, and to give 
udgment for ſo much only as ſhall appear upon ſuch Ballance due to the 

Plaintiff, and if nothing appear due to the Plaintiff on ſuch Ballance, to 

give Judgment for Coſts to the Defendant. | 

And to the Intent the Plaintiff may have ſufficient Opportunity to examine and 
make all juſt Objections to the Defendants Account: 

Be it further enatted, That noDefendant ſhall be admitted to produce And ſhall 
or give his Account in Evidence upon any Suit or Trial as above, in a Cauſe therefore file 
triable before a Juſtice of the Peace, unleſs he ſhall have left a Copy of ſuch are woe? 
Account four Days at leaſt before the Day of Trial, with the Juſtice before e an 
whom the ſame is to be tried; and if theCauſe be before the Inferiour Court 
of Common Pleas, then a Copy of his Account as above ſhall be left with 
the Clerk of the Court at leaſt ſeven Days before the Day of the Court's 
Sitting; and the Juſtice of the Peace and Clerk of the Court reſpectively, 
are hereby directed and required at the Deſire of the Plaintiff or his Attorney 
to grant a Copy of ſuch Account. 

This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of ſeven Years from 


the Publication thereof, and from thence to the End of the next Seſſion of Limitation. 
the General Court, and no longer. 


Reviv'd and Continu d 'till March 25. 1760. And 'till the End of the 
then next Seſſion of the General Court. | 


_ 4 


1 


r 
An Act in Addition to the ſeveral Acts for regulating the 


Aſſize of Caſks, and preventing Deceit in the packing 
of Fiſh, Beef and Pork for Sale. 


HEREAS it is required in and by the ſeveral Alls for regulating the Mixe 8 
of Caſk, and preventing Deceit in the packing of Fiſh, Beef and Pork for 1 
Sale, that the Caſk uſed for packing Proviſions ſhould be made free of Sap, which 

may occaſion ſome Difficulty to the Packers, who may apprehend themſelves obliged 

to refuſe ſome Caſk which may be every Way ſufficient, tho not exattly conform- 

able to the Words of the Law as it now ſtands :. 

Be it therefoze enacted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of The Packers 
Repreſentatives, That from and after the Publication of this Act, the to allow Caſk. 
Packers of Fiſh, Beef and Pork, be and hereby are allowed to paſs as Mer- 
chantable and according to Law any Caſk uſed in packing the Commodities 
aforeſaid, which they in their beſt Judgment ſhall think ſufficient ro hold 
Pickle without Danger of leaking, altho' the Staves of which the ſaid Caſk 
are made may not be intirely free from Sap. 


And as the Allowance by Law to the Packers is found inſufficient 1 


Be ſ it further enacted, That for packing or repacking and pickling 
each Barrel of Pork, Beef or Fiſh, the e ſhall be allowed twelve Pence, Allow'd 12 4 
and in Proportion for greater or leſs Caſk, except where the Buyer and #94 
Seller ſhall agree that the Pork, Beef or Fiſh ſhall not be pickled (as not 
being for Exportation) in which Caſe the Allowance ſhall be nine Pence only, 
and the Packer ſhall be paid by the Perſon ſelling the Commodities afore- 
ſaid. 

This Act to continue and be in Force until the fifth Day of Fuly, One xjmitation; 
Thouſand ſeven Hundred and forty five, and no longer. 


Revid and Continu'd to March 25. 1760. And to the End of the then next 
Seſſion of the General Court. 
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32 Firing the Woods. 
e "CHAP. vl. 
An Act to prevent firing the Woods. 


HERE As it is found by Experience that the burning of the Woods does 


greatly impoveriſh the Lands, prevent the Growth of Wood, and deſtroys 
much Fence, to the great Detriment of the Owners : | ; 5 


For Prevention whereof for the future; 


Be it enacted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of Repre- 
ſentatives, That from and after the Publication of this Act no Perſon or 
Perſons ſhall wittingly and willingly fer Fire in any Woods or Land lying ia 
8 mos Common within the Bounds of any Town, without Leave firſt had from the 
— : Com? Town or Proprietors reſpectively, Owners of ſuch Land lying in Common, 
mon without by a major Vote at a Meeting for that Purpoſe appointed, under the Penalt 
Leave on pain of forty Shillings, to be recovered by Action or Information before any Juſtice 
of 44 me of the Peace in the County where ,the Offence is committed, ſuch Penalty to 
— '> be for the Uſe of the Perſon or Perſons who ſhall proſecute or ſue for the 
the Proprie - ſame ; and the Party offending ſhall be further liable to the Action of the 
tors. Town, Proprietors or particular Perſons damnified by ſuch Fire; and in Caſe 
ſuch Fire ſhall be ſer or kindled by any Perſon under Age, ſuch Penalty ſhall 
3 be recovered of the Parent or Maſter reſpectively of ſuch Perſon under Age, 
fin unleſs it ſhall appear ſuch Perſon under Age was employed or directed by 
ſome Perſon other than the Pareat or Maſter, in which Caſe the Perſon ſo 
employing or directing ſhall be liable thereunto. 
The Townor And be it further enated, That it ſhall and may be lawful for any Town 
Proprietors r Proprietors of any ſuch Lands as aforeſaid, to give Order for the ſetting 


Lees fiſt Fire in the Lands to them reſpectively belonging, and to chuſe two or more 


Nous public Perſons for that Service, who ſhall appoint Times for that Purpoſe, and give 


otice to ſuch ſeaſonable Notice thereof in the Town where ſuch Lands lie, and to theSeleCt- 
as may 


- . Men of ſuch adjacent Town near the Borders whereof the Woods may be 
ected by it. a f | | 
that are to be ſet on Fire as aforeſaid. | 


W 8 
as 


3 


Preamble. 


And inaſmuch as it is oft-times impoſſible to prove ſuch Fatts by direct Teſtimo- 
mes : | 285 

Be it further enacted, That upon Proceſs brought for ſetting Fire as 
aforeſaid, where Proof cannot be made in the ordinary Method and Courſe of 
the Law, if the Plaintiff, Complainant or other credible Perſon ſhall ſwear that 
Fire has been kindled as is declared in the Writ, and there does appear ſuch 
Circumſtances as ſhall render it highly probable in the Judgment of the Court 
or Juſtice before whom the Trial is, that the Fire was kindled by the Defen- 
dant, his Child or Servant,or by ſome other Child or Perſon under theAge of 
fourteen Tears, directed or employed by the Defendant for that Purpoſe, then 
and in ſuch Caſe unleſs the Perſon charged (being of the Age of fourteen 


Years or upwards) will acquit himſelf upon Oath adminiſtred to him by the 


Manner of Court or Juſtice before, whom the Trial is, the Plaintiff or Complainant ſhall 
Conviction. recover againſt the Defendant the Penalty by this Act impoſed, and Coſts ; 
but if the Defendant ſhall acquit himſelf upon Oath as aforeſaid, Judgment 
ſhall be entred up for-the Defendant his Coſts againſt the Plaintiff. 
This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of three Years from 
Limitation. the Publication thereof, and no longer. | | 


Reid d and Continu'd till the End of the Sefſim f the General Court 
next following the 25th of March 1761. 
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1742. 
Law Suifs. Gaming for Money, &. 33 


"TW Fs 
An Act to prevent the Multiplicity of Law Suits, 


\ A 7 ERE As of late it hath been the Practice of ſome of theSheriffs, Under- 
| Sheriffs, or their Deputies within this Province, to receive from ſome Preamble. 
reſpective 


| Aon Juſtices of the Peace, and the Clerks of the Courts within the 
Counties, blank Writs, and then fill them up and ſerve them, and 
ſometimes appear by Viriue of a Power of Attorney to purſue the ſame , which 
Practice bas a Tendency very much to increaſe the Number of Law Suits, and to 
a partial Adminiſtration of Juſtice : 1 

For Remedy whereof : 


Be it enacted by ye Governour, Council and Houſe of Repre- 
ſentatives,' hat no Sheriff, Under-Sheriff, or Deputy-Sheriff within this 
Province, from and after the Publication of this Act, ſhall preſume to draw gheriſs not to 
or fill up any Writ for any Matter or Thing whatſoever triable before any of fill up Writs. 
His Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace or Courts of Record within thisProvince, 
or be any Ways of Advice or Aſſiſtance therein, unleſs in Caſes where he or 
they are concerned as Plaintiff, and in Caſe it appears to theJuſtice or Court 
to whom ſuch Writ is returned, that any Writ was ſo drawn or fill'd up as 
aforeſaid, ſuch Juſtice or Court ſhall diſmiſs the ſame, and allow Coſts for 
the Defendant. - tf ah: tag xs OP 

And be it further enacted, That no Appearance of any Sheriff, his | 
Under-Sheriff or Deputy before any Juſtice of the Peace or Court of Record, by Nor appear 
Virtue of a Power of Attorney, ſhall * be allowed good to any Intent or by powerof 
Purpoſe whatſoever, in the Coupty where he is ah Officer, except where the Attorney, Se, 
Party giving the Power lives out of the Proviace, and in this Caſe his Ap- 
pearance ſhall not be allowed if he filled the Writ, Ss Sea ; 
This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of ſeven Years from 1;mitation. 
the Publication thereof, and no longer. _ 


* 1 | . 
Reviv'd and Continu'd t July 1. 1759. 
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% 


An Act to prevent Gaming for Money or other Gain. 
W. E REAS Games andExerciſes although {awful ſbould not be otherwiſe 
( 


” uſed than as innocent and moderate Recreations, and not as Trades or Preamble. 
Callings, to gain a Living, or make unlawſul Advantage thereby : 

Be it therefoze enacted by rhe Governour, Council andHouſe of 

'Repreſencfatives, That from and atter the, twenty- fifth Day of March 

which will be in the Year of our Lord, One Thouſand ſeven Hundred and 

forty three, all Notes, Bills, Bonds, Judgments, Mortgages or other Secu- 


* 


rities orConveyances whatſoever given, granted drawn: or enter'd into, or ex- 


ecuted by any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, where the whole or any Part of All Security 
the Conſideration of ſuch Conveyances or Securities ſhalk be for any Money for Money 
N Pe TY TIS | | 4 I . won at Ga- 
or other valuable Thing whatſoev: r, won by Gamigg, or playing at Cards, ming or bet- 
"Dice, Tables, Tennis, Bowles or other Game or Games whatſoever, or by ting upon 
bettiag on the Side or Hands of ſuch as do game at any of the Games afore- Games ſhall 
faid, or for the reimburſing or repaying any Money knowingly lent or ad- be void. 
vanced for ſuch Gaming or betting as aforcſaid, or lent or advanced at the 
_ Time aod Place of ſuchPlay to anyPerſon orPerſons ſoGaming or betting as 
-aforeſaid, or that ſhall during ſuch Play, fo play or bett, ſhall be utterly 
void, fruſtrate and of nyne Effect to all Intents and Purpoſes whatſoever, 2 
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34 Gaming for Money, &c. pre. 
chat where ſuch Mortgages, Securities, or other Conveyances ſhall be of 1 
Lands, Tenements or Hereditaments, or ſhall be ſuch as incumber or affect 


the ſame, ſuch Mortgages, Securities or other Conveyances, ſhall enure and FI 
be to and for the ſole Uſe and Benefit of and ſhall devolve upon ſuch Perſon I 
or Perſons as ſhould or might have or be intitled to ſuch Lands, Tenements by. 
or Hereditameats in Caſe the ſaid Grantor or Grantors thereof, or the Per- | 
To whom the ſon or Perſons ſo incumbring the ſame, had been naturally dead, and as if | 
Eſtate ſhall ſuch Mortgages, Securities or other Conveyances had beea made to ſuch d 
then come. Perſon or Perſons ſo to be intitled after the Deceaſe of the Perſon or Perſons 
ſo incumbring the ſame, and that all Grants or Conveyances to be made 
for the preventing of ſuch Lands, Tenements or Hereditaments from com- 
ing to or devolving upon ſuch Perſon or Perſons hereby intended to enjoy . 
the ſame as aforeſaid, ſhall be deemed fraudulent and void and of none Effect 
to all Intents and Purpoſes whatſoever. 4 


tiff or received to thePlaintift's Uſe, theMonies ſo loſt and paid, or converted 
the Goods won of the Plaintiff's to the Defendant's Uſe, whereby thePlaintiff*s 
Action accrued to him according to th: Form of this Act, without ſetting forth 
the ſpecial Matter, and inCaſe thePerſon or Perſons who ſhall loſe ſuch Mone 
or other Thing as aforeſaid, ſhall not within the Time aforeſaid really and 
bona fide, and withoutCoven orColluſion ſue, and with Effect proſecute for the 
Money or other Thing ſo by him or them loſt and paid, or delivered as 
28 aforefaid, it ſhall and may be lawful to and for any Perſon or Perſons, by 
thereof any any ſuch Action or Suit as aforeſaid to ſue for and recover the ſame and 
other Perſon treble the Value thereof with Coſts of Suit againſt ſuch Winner or Winners 
may fue and as aforeſaid, the one Moiety thereof to the Uſe of the Perſon or Perſons that 


— will ſue for the ſame, and the other Moiety to the Uſe of the Poor of the 


the Winner, Town where the Offence ſhall'be committed. 

And for the better Diſcovery of the Monies or other Thing ſo won and to be 4 
ſued for and recovered as aforeſaid : | : 
It is hereby further enacted, That all and every the Perſon orPerſons 
The Winner Who by Virtue of this preſent Act ſhall and may be liable to be ſued for the 
ſhall diſcover! ſame, ſhall be obliged and compellable to anſwer upon Oath ſuch Bill or 
_ e Bills as ſnall be preferred againſt him or them in any of the Courts of Record 
o won © Within this Province, for diſcovering the Sum and Sums of Money or other 

Thing fo won at Play as aforeſaid. ; 
Provided always, and be it nevertheleſs enacted, That upon the Diſcovery 
and Repayment of the Money or other Thing to be ſo diſcovered and repaid 


as aforeſaid, the Perſon or Perſons who ſhall ſo diſcover and tepay the ſame 
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Town-Officers. 3s. 


as aforeſaid, ſhall be acquitted, indemnified and difcharged from any other And ſuch Re. 
or further Puniſhment, | Forfeiture or Penalty which he or they may have 2 22 
incurred by the playing for or winning ſuch Money or other Thing fo diſ- Winner from 
covered and repaid as aforefaid ; any Thing in this preſent Act contained any other Pe- 
to the. coatrary thereof in any wiſe notwithſtanding. OF nalty. 

This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of ſeven Years from 
the Publication thereof, and no Jonger. Limitation. 


Reviv'd and Continu'd till March 25. 1760. And to the End of p 2 
the next Seſſiun of the General Court. * 


— 


n 
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CHAT. XL 


An Act in further Addition to and Explanation of an Act 
intitled, An AF for regulating Townſhips, Choice of 
Town-Officers, &c. 3 ; | 


HEREAS in and by an Ad made in the fourth Year of the Reign of 
King William and Queen Mary, intitled An ACt for regulating of 
Townſhips, Choice of Town-Officers,and ſetting forth their Power; 
the Freeholders and Inhabitants of eachTown who are rateable, at twenty Pounds preamble. 
Eftate to one ſingle Rate befides the Poll, are impowred to aſſemble and to give 
their Votes in Choice of Town Officers in the Month of March annually, but no 
Rule of Valuation is therein preſcribed, whereby ſuch Eſtate (qualiſying to vote 
as aforeſaid) ſhall be ejlimated, nor is it declared whether * the like Eſtate ſhall 
qualify a Voter in other Town Affairs ; and there being no Law of this Province 
expreſly ſetting forth and aſcertaining the Qualification of Voters in Preciucts 
and Pariſhes, by Reaſon of which many Doubts and Controverſies have ariſen : 
For preventing wheredf for the futyre : | 
Be it enafted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of Repre- 
ſentatives, That henceforward noPerſon ſhall be deemed duly qualified, or 
be admitted to vote in the Choice of Officers, or in the other Affairs to be ay yaers to 
tranſacted at any Meeting of the Town, Precinct or Pariſh where he dwells, belnhabitants 
but ſuch only who are perſonally preſent at ſuch Meeting, and have a rate- preſent of a 
able Eſtate in ſuch Town or Diſtrict (beſides the Poll) amounting to the ey” fart 
Value of twenty Pounds, by the following Method of Eſtimation, wiz. Real © . 
Eſtate to be ſet at ſo much only as the Rents or Income thereof for the 
Space of ſix Years would amount to, were it let at a reaſonable Rate ; and 
perſonal Eſtate and Faculty to be eſtimated according to the Rule of Valu- 
ation preſcribed in the Act from Time to Time made for apportioning and 
aſſeſſing publick Taxes, | | 
And be it further enacted, That when anyDiſpute (hall ariſe reſpecting 3 | bi 
the Qualifications of any Perſon offering his Vote in any ſuch public Meet- by the! Mode. 
ing, the ſame ſhall be determined by the Moderator of ſuch Meeting accord- rator by the 
ing to the Liſt and Valuation of Eſtates and Faculties of Perſons in ſuch lai Liſt. 
Jon or Diſtrict laſt made by Aſſeſſors under Oath ; and if it thereby ap- 
pear that ſuch Perſon is not qualified as by this Act is provided, his Vote 
mall not be received, | 
Provided, That the Value of Lands leaſed ſhall not be reckoned to qualify The Rate of 
n 3 a ; Lands in leaſe 
the Ter-Tenanr, but to quality the Leſſor if he be an Inhabitant in ſuch Town, hom to qua- 
Precinct or Pariſh. | lify. 
Provided alſo, That when ſuchDiſpute ſhall happen to ariſe in any Town, 
Precinct or Pariſh Meeting, before a Moderator ſhall be choſen, in ſuch Such Diſpute 
Caſe the major Part of the Sele&-Men then preſent, or of the Precinct or may bo <eter 


: : g : . ined by th 
Pariſh Committee ſhall reſpeRively determine the ſame in Manner as afore- 2 ; 


[ K ] ſaid, in Caſe. 
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36 Shadd and Alewives, 
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Aſſeſtors: alt ſaid, and the Aſſeſſors of each Town andDiſtrict are hereby required to lodge 

lodge a Copy with the Clerk of their reſpective Towns, and Diſtricts an atteſted: Copy of 

os ſach their Liſt and Vatation from Year to Year,,, which he ſhall produce 

zue Clerk, for the Plirpoſe aforęſaid as there ſhall be Occaſion, and every Aſſeſſor (be- 

Ionging to ſbch Town or Precinct where, the Inhabitants are not uſually doom- 

ed) neglecting his Duty herein ſhall forfeit and pay the Sum of forty Shillings, 

do be recovered before any of His Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace of the 
ſame County, BY Tu 

And be it further enacted, That if the Moderator of any ſuch Meeting 

The Modera- il} countenance and permit any Perſon not qualified as aforeſaid (whoſe 

. been uns Qualification for voting has been called ia Queſtion) to give his Voice in 

qualified to any ſuch Meeting, he ny forfeit and pay the Sum of five Pounds ; and 

vote forfeits. 'whoſpeyer ſhall e put in More than one Vote at a Time, ſhall for- 

feit and pay the Sum of ive Pounds, one Moiety of the ſaid Forfeitures to be 

And he that for the Uſe of the Poor of the Town where the Offence ſhall be committed, 

ban one Vote and the other Moiety to him or them that ſhall inform or ſue for the ſame 

forfeits. in any of His Majeſty's Courts of Record. 


* 


And whereas ſeveral Towns of the Province do not give in an exall Account o 
their rateable Eſtate, and ſo the Aſſeſſors are obliged to doom the Inhabitants ac- 
cording to the beſt of their. Skill and Judgment, wherety the Qualification of 

Voiolers in ſuch Places may be more difficult to come at: Wherefore, 
The Qualik- Be it enacted, That where a full Invoice and Valuation of the rateable 


cation of Vo- Eſtates in any Towp- or Diſtrict is not taken, and the Aſſeſſors on Oath do 


ters, doom the Inhabitants, thoſe Perſons only ſhall he allowed' to vote, who are 
rated two third Parts ſo much for their Eſtates and Faculties as for one ſingle 
ö Poll in the laſt Tax of ſuch Town or Diſtrict reſpectively. 
** oy Provided always, That nothing in this Act ſhalk be interpreted to exclude 
Repreſenta- any Perſon from the Privilege of voting in the Choice of Repreſentatives, 
tives. who are duly qualified theretor according to the Royal CHarTEa. 
Limitation. This Act to continue fot the Space of four Years, and no longer. 


Continu'd to January 31. 1 7 5b. And to the End of the next Seſſion of 
(SENT the General Court. 


{ The eleven foregoing As were Publiſhed January 17. 1742, ] 


An Act, 


Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
jeſty's Province of the Mafjachnſetts-Bay in New-England : Be- 
gun and Held at Be/tou upon Wedneſday the twenty-ſixth Day 
of May 1742. And continued by Adjournments and Pro- 

rogations unto Thurſday the thirty-firſt of March following. 


7 "CHAP: xt | 
An Act to enable the Town of Weymouth to regulate and 


order the taking and diſpoſing of the Fiſh called Shadd 
and Aleuives within the Limits of that Town. 


V. E RE AS the Tewn of Weymouth, in the County of Suffolk, bave 


been at conſiderable Expence and Charge in purchaſing and opening a 

Water Paſſage for the Fiſh called Shadd and Alewives from the Sea 

| into a Pond called Whitman's Pond and Great Pond, being wholly 

within the Bounds of ſaid Town, it ſeems reaſonable and but juſt that the ſole 

ordering the taking of ſaid Fiſh, and the Diſpeſition of them when taken, ſhould 
be wholly veſted in ſaid Town of Weymouth : a 

To which Purpoſe; Be 


Preamble. 
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Anno Regni Regis G E ORG II., II. Decimo Septmio. 15743. 
Be it enacten by the Governour, Council and'Houſe of Repre - Town of 
ſentatines, That from and after the Publication of this Act, it ſhall and may T 
be lawful for the Inhabitants of the ſaid Ton of Meymouib, at a Meeting re- f —— 


gularly aſſembled for that Purpoſe, from Time to Time during the Continu— 22 


. at Whitman's 
ance of this Act, to determine and order how, in what Manner, by whom and Pond. 


what Place or Places, Time or Times in the Vear, the ſaid Fiſh may be taken 
within the Town aforeſaid, and ſhall cauſe a Copy of ſoch Order atteſted by 
the Town-Clerk to be poſted up in ſome publick Place in ſaid Town of Wey- 

mouth, whereunto all Perſons ſhall conform with reſpect to the taking and 

diſpoſing of ſaid Fiſh, on Penalty that the Offender againſt the ſame ſhall 

forfeit and pay theSum of tenShillings for eachOffence,to be recovered before 

any Juſtice of thePeace by the Treaſurer of the Town of Veymautb, and applied 

the one Moiety to the Poor of the Town of F/eymouth, and the other to him Proviſo for 
or them that may ſue for the ſame. - Neigh- 

Provided, The ſaid Town of Weymouth do for the Benefit of the neighbouring Towns 

Towns appoint one or more meet Perſon or Perſons to fiſh for their Supply 

during the uſual Seaſon,and give publickNotice on or before the twentieth of 
thisInſtantApril,and for the future, on or before the firſt Day of April annually, 

of Time, Place, Perſon or Perſons by which they are to be ſupplied, and for 

ſuch Fiſh ſo ſupplied and delivered, that the ſaid Town of Weymouth or thoſe 
employed by them, ſhall demand or receive no more than four Pence per 
Hundred for Alewives, and fix Shillinzs per Hundred for Sbadd, and ſo in juſices to 
Proportion for a greater or leſſer Quantity. | appoint Per- 

And provided alſo, That if the Perſon or Perſons appointed by the ſaid ſoas for the 

Town of Weymouth for the Purpoſe aforeſaid, ſhall neglect or refuſe that Ser- a awed 
vice, upon Application of any two or morePerſons aggrieved to the two next b ; 
Juſtices in the neighbouring Towns, they may appoint one or more meet 

Perſon or Perſons, which ſhall be ſubject to the general Orders of ſaid Town 
reſpecting the Fiſhery aforeſaid, and who ſhall give ſufficient Security to the 
Acceptance of the aforeſaid Jultices, to render and pay to the Treaſurer of 

the ſaid Town of Weymoutb, che full Produce of his or their Fiſhing at the 

Rates aforeſaid, after a reaſonable Deduction being made at the Diſcretion of 

the Juſtices aforeſaid for the {aid Perſon or Perſons Time and Labour therein, 

ſaving always to the Indians the Right of fiſhing in the Ponds afore ſaid, an d 

the Water Paſſages leading thereto. N 


This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of three Years from Limitation. 
the Publication thereof and no longer. 


[ The foregoing Aft was Publiſbed April 20. 1743. 
Reviv'd and Continu'd to March 25. 1760. And to the End of the then next 
| Seſſim of the General Caurt. 


Acts and Laws, 


Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
jeſty's Province of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay in New-England : Be- 


gun and Held at Boſton upon Wedneſday the twenty-fitth Day 
3 of May, 1 7 4 3. 


RF . 07 "we 

An Act for impowering the Town of Boſton to impoſe and 

collect a Tax or Duty on Coaches, Chaiſes, &c, for the 
Uſe and Service of ſaid Town. 

HEREAS the Town of Boſton are at great Charge in keeping theHieh preamble. 

Way upon the Neck at the Entrance into ſaid Town in good Repair, 


andi it is moſt equal that the ſaidCharge ſhould be born by ſuch Perſons as 
_ principally receive the Benefit of ſaid Repairs : Be 


1743. Anno Regni Regis G E ORG II, II. Decimo Septimo. 
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Unruly Dogs on Nantucket. 


Towof Pk it therefore enacted by the Governour Eouncil and Houſe of 
Ela Repreſentatives, That the Inhabitants of the Town ot Bojton be and 
6 hereby are enabled and impowred at a publick Town Meeting duly warned 
E for thatPurpoſe to lay ſuch Tax orDuty on eachCoach,Chariot,Chaiſe,Calaſh 
orChair uſed and improved by the Inhabitants of ſaid Town as ſhall be judg'd 
convenient, not exceeding ten Shillings per Annum for any Coach, Chariot, 
or four wheel'dChaiſe, or five Sh//lings per Annum for any two wheel'dChaiſe, 
Calaſh or Chair; and the ſaid Inhabitants are further impowered at their 
Meeting in March annually for and during the Term of five Years to renew 
the ſaid Tax or diſcontinue the ſame as they ſhall judge proper. 
And be it further enacted, That (publick Notice being given to the 
CGhaiſes ce Inhabitants of ſaid Town of ſuch Tax orDuty as aforeſaid) every Perſon im- 
to be enterd Proving any Coach, Chariot, Chaiſe, Calaſh or Chair, ſhall ſometime in the 
with the Month of July next after cauſe the ſame to be entred with the Town Trea- 
Town Trea- ſurer, and ſhail pay the Rates impoſed thereon: by Vote of ſaid Town, and 
. by Virtue of this Act, on Pain of forfeiting twenty Sbillings for each Neglect, 
"to be recovered by ſaid Treaſurer, who is hereby authorized and impowered 
to ſue for the ſame. _ 3 5101 | 
3 And be it further enacted, That the whole of ſuch Sums as ſhall be 
ches, Chaiſes Paid into the Town Treaſury as a Tax or Duty as aforeſaid, or ſhall be re- 
&c. to be for Covered as Fines as aforeſaid, ſhall be and remain as a Stock in ſaid Treaſury 
repairing for the Uſe of faid Town, to be drawn out by order of the Select- Men for 
3 the Service of ſaid Town in maintaining or repairing the Road or High Way 
on Boſton Neck at the Entrance into ſaid Town, and in Caſe there ſhall be 
more than ſufficient for that Purpoſe, the Overplus ſhall. be applied to the 
repairing the High Ways and Streets in ſaid Town. 

Provided always, That the Coach, Chariot and other Carriages of His Ex- 
cellency the Governour, and of the ſettled Miniſters in ſaid Town, be ex- 
empt and free from any ſuch Tax or Duty; any Thing contained in this Act 
to the contrary notwithſtanding. 


Nice CHAP. I. 
An Act ſor preventing Miſchief by unruly Dogs on the 


oy Iſland of Nantucket. 


8 HERE As much Damage has been done by unruly and miſchievous Dogs 
y * in worrying and killing Sheep and Lambs on the Hand of Nantucket, 
by Reaſon of great Numbers of ſuch Dogs being kept by Indians as well 
as Engliſh Inhabitants there : 

- de Be it therefoze enacted by the Governour Council and Houſe of 
(164 in Je Repreſentatives, That from and after the Publication of this At it ſhall 
toy and may be lawtul for any Perſon or Perſons within the County of Nantucket 

to kill any Dog or Bitch whatſoever that ſhall at any Time be found there. 

: And be it further enacted, That whoſoever ſhall preſume to keep any 
F woe keep- Dog or Bitch on the ſaid Iſland of Nantucket after the Publication of this Act, 
us Bo ſhall forfeit and pay the Sum of one Pound, to be ſued for and recovered by 

| the major Part of the Select- Men of the Town of Sherburn for the Time being, 

before anyof His Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace there, one Halt to theSelect-Men 
that ſhall ſue for the ſame, and the other Half to the Poor of {aid County. 
No Action to And be it further enacted, That no Action ſhall lie, be heard or tried at any 
lie againſt any Court within this Province againſt ſuch Perſon as ſhall kill or deitroy any ſuch 
Perſon that Dog orBitch found as aforeſaid, but ſhall be utterly bar'd by Virtue of this Act. 
kills a Dog. This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of three Years from 
the Publication thereof, and no longer. | | 
The foregoing Act is Reviv'd and Continu'd till June 23. 1758. 
[ The two foregoing Atts were publiſhed June 27. 1743. ] 


Coaches, 


Proviſo. 


Limitaiton, 
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Ano Regni Regis GE OR G II H. Decimo Septimo. 
1 Pine Trees. 


Acts and Laws, 


Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
jeſty's Province of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay in New-England : Be- 
gun and Held at Boſton upon Wedneſday the twenty-fifth Day 


of May 1743, and continued by Adjournment and Prorogation 
to Thurſday the twentieth of October following. 


— 


CH AP. III. 4 


An Ad for preventing the Deſtruction of white Pine Trees 
within this Province, and for encouraging the Preſerva- 
tion of them for the Uſe of the Royal Navy. 


HEREAS their late Majeſtic: King William and Queen Mary in and 
by their Royal Charter granted to this Province, bearing Date the ſeventh 


Day of October, in the thirdYear of their Reign, did . for the better Preamble. 


% providing and furniſhing of Maſts for the Royal Navy reſerve 
« to themſelves theirHeirs andSucceſſors all Trees of theDiameter of twenty 
„ four Inches, and upwards of twelve Inches from the Ground, growing upon 
« any Soil of Tract of Land within the ſaid Province or Territory before that 
e not granted to any private Pet ſons;“ and alſo thereby, did reſtrain and for- 
« bid all Perſons whatſoever from felling, eutting or deſtroying any ſuch 
« Trees without the Royal Licence of them their Heirs and Succeſſors firſt 
« had and obtained :” And whereas the white Pine Trees are more eſpecially 
fit for maſting the Royal Navy.: Therefore to render the aforeſaid Reſervation 
more effetiual to the good Purpoſes intended hereby : : Nik: 


Be it enatted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of Repre- 


ſentatives, That no Perſon ſhall at any Time after the Publication of this 
Act, preſume to cut, ſell or deſtroy any white Pine Trees which are or ſhall 


Offence of 
cutting off 
at Pine Trees fit 


the Time of felling the ſame) be of the Diameter of twenty four Inches or for Maſts to 


upwards of twelve Inches from the Ground, growing or ſtanding in any Soit 
or Tract of Land within this Province, not granted to any private Perſon or 
Perſons before theDate of the aforeſaid Charter, withoutHis Majeſty's Royal 


be tried in 
his Majeſty's 

Coarts, if the 
Proſecutor ſee 


Licence for ſo doing firſt had and obtained, or to be aiding or aſſiſting therein, Cauſe. 


or in drawing away the faid Pine Trees after the ſame ſhall have been ſo cut, 
felled or deſtroyed, on Pain of being proſecuted as well in any of His 
Majefty's Courts of Record within this Province for the Penalty already by 


Law inflicted for ſuch Offence, as by Law they already may in the Court of 


Vice Admiralty, at the Election of the Proſecutor, but not in both: Provided 


ſuch Proſecution be commenced within ſix Months from the Time when the 


Offence ſhall be committed; which Penalty when recovered ſhall be applied 
in ſuch Manner as by Law is already provided. 


And whereas the hindering and obſtructing the Workmen who may be employed 


by Virtue of His Majeſty's Royal Licence to fell ſuch Trees as is aforeſaid grow- Preamble. 


ing upon any ſuch Tra of Land as is before mentioned for the Uſe of the Royal 
Navy, or vexing them with groundleſs Suits for what they ſhall do in that Buſineſs, 
will be very prejudicial to His Majeſty's aforeſaid Service, by diſcouragingWork- 
men from being concerned therein. 

Now for Prevention whereof : 

Be it enacted, T hat from and after the Publication of this Act, noPerſon 
or Perſons ſhall preſume to hinder or obſtruct any Workmen or Workman 
employed in the aforeſaid Service upon anySoil or Tract of Land within this 
Province, not granted to any private Perſoa or Perſons before theDate of the 


1 aforeſaid 


—_—— S . c ˙ Og 2 m 828 — —˙＋ꝙ—»⅛᷑W oem 


1743. Anno Regni Regis GEORG1I, IL. Decimo Septimo. 


40 | Cape-Cod Harbour. 


Proviſion a- aforeſaid Charter : And in Caſe any Workman employ'd in the aforeſaid 

gain cauſe- Service ſhall be ſuedin any Action in any of HisMajeſty'sCourts of Judicature 

els Actions AE , 

bro't againſt fOr felling or haling away any ſuch Tree or Trees growing or being upon any 

thoſe that Soil or Tract of Land not granted to any privatePerſon orPerfons before the 

cut white Date aforeſaid, and being ot the Diameter of twenty four Inches, and upwards 

n Fg of twelve Inches from the Ground at the Time of felling the ſame; the De- 

2 0 fendant in ſuch Action ſhall be admitted to plead the general Iſſue, and to give 
the ſpecial Matter in Evidence: And in Caſe after Iſſue joined Judgment 
ſhall be given againſt the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs in ſuch Action, then the juſtices 
of the Court where the Action ſhall he brought, ſhall allow to theDetendant 
double Coſts of Suit to be taxed at the ſame Court. 

L imitation. This Act to continue and he in Force from the Publication thereof three 


Years and no longer. 


Reviu'd and Continu'd to January 31, 17 56. And "till the End of the 
| ten next Seſſion of the General Court, 


———_— ec. — * 


— — — — 
— 


. 


An Act in Addition to and for rendering more effectual an 
Act made in the fourteenth Vear of his preſent Majeſty's 
Reign, Intitled An Ad to prevent Damage being done 

tothe Harbour of Cape-Cod, by Cattle and Horſe-Kind 


— — — 


feeding on Province- Town Land. 


HERE As it is repreſented that ſince the making of the Ad paſs'd in the 

fourteenth Year of his preſent Majeſty's Reign, Intitled An Act to pre- 
vent Damage being done to the Harbour of Cape-Cod by Cattle and Horſe- 
Kind feeding on Province-Town Land; ſo many of the Inhabitants of ſaid 
Town have withdrawn from thence as to leave a Number there inſufficient to 
t  tranſat Affairs as a Town ; whereby the good Intention of ſaid AF for preſerving 
8 the ſaid important Harbour, may be fruſtrated : 


is ak Be it therefo2e enacted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of 
WW 1228 Repreſentatives, That the preſent Inhabitants of the aforeſaid Town, be 
| ProvinceTown and hereby are enabled to chooſeOfficers and tranſact all other Matters what- 
| enabled to act ſoever neceſſary for the executing the ſaid Act, according to the true Deſign 
_ prevenung and Meaning thereof, as fully to all Intents and Purpoſes as though none of 
he He bour the faid Inhabitants had withdrawn; and William Rotch one of the principal 
of Cape-Cod. Inhabitants of ſaid Town is appointed to call a Meeting of ſaid Inhabitants 


for the Purpoſes aforeſaid. : 
Continued to January 30.1756. And to the End of the then next Seſſion of theGeneral Court. 
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Acts and Laws, 


Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
jeſty's Province of the Ma/jachu/etts-Bay in New-England : Be- 
gun and Held at Boſton upon Wedneſday the twenty-tifth Day 
of May 1743, and continued byAdjournment and Prorogations 
to Wedneſday the eighth Day of February following. 


* C HAP. V. 
An Act for regulating the Hoſpital on Rainsford-Tſland, 
and further providing in Caſe of Sickneſs. 


77 EREAS a good and convenient Heuſe hath been provided at the Charge of 1 
the Province on the Mand called Rainsford's-Iſland, for the Reception ND 
of ſuch Perſons as ſhall be viſited with any contagious Sickneſs : : 

Be it therefoze enacted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of 144g: os 
Repreſentatives, 1 hat the commanding Officer at Caitle William, and the infected 
Keeper of the Light-Houſe, ſhall notify and direct the Maſters of all Veſſels Veſſels to be 
coming near them, wherein any infectiousSickneſs is or hathlately been, at their mapa Going 
coming in, to come to Anchor as near the before-mentioned Houſe as may Anchor. 
be, that the ſick Perſons and every Thing elſe on Board ſaid Ship that may 
give Infection, (proper to be put into the ſaid Houſe) may be removed into 
it with the greater Eaſe and Safety. : 

And be it further enacted, 'That upon Application made by ſaid Maſter Leave to be 
or Commander to the Select-Men of the Town of Boſton, the ſaidSelect-Men had of theSe- 
are hereby impowered to permit ſuch Paſſengers, Goods or Lading, as they mage 
ſhall judge free from Infection, to come on Shore, or be taken out and dit- — — 
poſed of as the Owners ſhall ſee meet; and ſuch Paſſengers and Goods as Goods. 
ſhall not be permitted as aforcſaid, ſhall remain on Board or be put into the 
ſaid Hoſpital. And it any Maſter or immediate Commander of any ſuch 
Veſſel for the Time being,thall come on Shore, or ſuffer any of his People or 
Paſſengers to come on Shore, or any Boats to come on Board, or ſuffer an 
Goods to be taken out of hisVeſſe!, unleſs permitted as aforefaid,or ſhall come 
up with his Veſſel, until by a Certificate under the Hands of the Sclect- Men 
as aforeſaid, it ſhall appear to the Captain General that the ſaid Veſſel, Com- 
pany and Goods, are clear of Infection, and the Orders for ſtopping and de- Forfeiture 
taining the ſame, be removed and taken off, he ſhall for every ſuch Offence for Contempt 
forfeit the Sum of fifty Pounds; and in Caſe he be not able to pay that — me eel 
Sum, he ſhall ſuffer ſix Months Impritonment : And it anySailors or Paſſen- | 
gers coming in ſaid Veſſel, ſhall without the Knowlege or Conſent of the 
Maſter,preſume to come on Shore, or up above the ſaidCaſtle, or if any Perſon 
from Town or Country preſume to go on Board ſuch Veſſel, or (o go to the pepalty for 
aforeſaid Houſe or Hoſpital in Time of Infection there, without Leave from ſick or ſuſ- 
the Authority aforeſaid ; or if any Perſon put ſick into the ſaid Houſe, or ſent pected Per- 
there on Suſpicion of being infected, ſhall preſume to go off the Iſland with- 19» N 
out Leave as aforeſaid, every Perſon offending in any of the above- mentioned d, Ack. 
Particulars, ſhall forfeit the Sum of ten Pounds; and in Caſe any Perſon be 
not able to pay the ſaid Sum, he ſhall ſuffer two Months Impriſonment. 

And be it further enactev, That when and ſo often as any Ship or other Two Juſtices 
Veſſel wherein any Infection or infectiousSickneſs hath lately been, ſhall come and Se ect. 
to any Port or Harbour within this Province; or when and fo often as any = nanny 
Perſon or Perſons belonging to or that may either by Sea ur Land come into ke Hoſpi- 
any Town or Place near the publick Hoſpital within this Province, ſhall be tal. 


viſited, 
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viſited, or who lately before may have been vilited with any infectiousSickneſs, 
two of the Juſtices of the Peace and Select- Men of ſuch Place, be impowered 
immediately to order the ſaid Veſſel and ſick Perſohs to the Province Hoſpital, 
or Houſe aforeſaid, there to be taken Care of according to the Direction of 
this Act: And where any ſuchShip, Veſſel or Perſons, cannot without any great 
Inconvenience and Damage be ordered to the aforeſaid Houſe or Hoſpital, in 
every ſuchCaſe the Rules and Directions are to be obſerved, which are already 
made in and by the Act paſs'd in the thirteenthYear of the Reign of his late Ma- 
jeſty King William the third, Intitled An Act providing in Caſe of Sickneſs. 
Penalty for And be it further enacted, That it any Maſter, Seaman or Paſſenger, 
not anſwer- belonging to any Ship, on Board which any Infection is or hath lately been, 
ing on Exa- or is ſuſpected to have lately been, or coming from any Port where any in- 
mination. fectious mortal Diſtemper prevails, ſhall refuſe to make Anſwer uponOath to 
ſuch Queſtions as may be aſked by the Select- Men of the Town to which ſuch 
Ship ſhall come, relating to ſuch Infection, ſuch Maſter, Seaman orPaſlenger, 
mall forfeit the Sum of fifty Pounds; and in Caſe he be not able to pay ſaid 
Sum, he ſhall ſuffer ſixMonthsImpriſonment. All the abovementionedFines 
to be ſued for and recovered by the Province Treaſurer for the Time being: 
One Third of the Fines to be to his Majeſty for the Uſe of this Government, 
one Third to the Informer, and one Third to the Province Treaſurer for the 
Time being: And where any Perſon ſhall be convicted of any Offence 
againſt this Act, and ſuffer the Pains of Impriſonment, and ſhall be unable to 
pay the Coſts of Proſecution, ſuch Coſts ſhall be allowed and paid out of the 
ProvinceTreaſury. And the Select-Men of Heſton are directed and impow- 
Select. Men ered to provide Nurſes, Aſſiſtance and other Neceſſaries for the Comfort and 
1 Relief of ſuch ſick Perſons ſent to ſaid Hoſpital as aforeſaid; the Charge 
5 thereof to be born by the ſaid Perſons themſelves if able, or if Poor and In- 
digent, then at the immediate Charge of the Province. 
This Act to continue in Force five Vears from the Publication thereof, and 
to the End of the Seſſion of the General Court next after, and no longer. 
| Reviv'd and Continu'd to July 1. 1759. 


CTA, YT OD 
An Act providing that the ſolemn Affirmation of the People 


called Quakers ſhall in certain Caſes be accepted inſtead 
of an Oarh in the uſual Form, and tor preventing Incon- 
veniencies by Means of their having heretofore acted in 


ſome Town Offices without taking the Oaths by Law 
required for ſuch Offices. 


HEREAS the People called Quakers profeſs to be in their Conſciences 
ſcrupulous of taking an Oath in the Form by Law required : 

Be it therefoze enated by the Governour, Council and Houſe of 
Repreſentatives, That from and after the Publication of this Act, every 
Quaker within this Province who ſhall be required upon any lawful Occaſion 
to take an Oath,where by Law an Oath is required,ſhall inſtead of the uſual 
Form be permitted to make his or her ſolemn Affirmation or Declaration in 
the Words following, viz. 

J A. B. do ſolemnly and ſincerely affirm and declare 

Pains and Penalties of Perjury. 
Form of the Which ſaid ſolemn Affirmation orDeclaration ſhall be adjudged and taken, 
an per" and it is hereby enacted and declared to be of the ſame Force and Effect to 
by Quakers, all Intents and Purpoſes in all Courts of Juſtice and other Places where by 


Law an Oath is required within this Province, as if ſuch Quaker had taken 
an Oath in the uſual Form. And 


— — 


Limitation. 
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5 Atlir mation of Quakers. 
3 And be it further enacted, That if any Quaker making ſuch ſolemn 
| Affirmation or Declaration, ſhall be lawfully convicted, wilſully, falſly and ing contrary 
corruptly, to have affirmed or declared any Matter or Thing, which if the 13 
ſame had been in the uſual Form, would have amounted to wilful and corrupt to be deem'd 
Perjury, every ſuch Quaker fo offending, ſhall incur the ſame Penalties and wilful and 
Forfeitures as by the Laws of this Province are enacted againſt Perſons con- corrupt Per- 
victed of wilful and corrupt Perjury. | | 4 

Provided always, and be it enatted, That no Quakep or reputed Quaker 
ſhall by Virtue of this Act be qualified or permitted to give Evidence in any 
criminal Cauſes, or ſerve on any Juries in any of the Courts within this Pro- 
vince (without taking the Oath byLaw required except in civil Cauſes only, 
and in ſuch Cauſes ſuch Perſon ſhall be liable to ſerve as a Juror on taking 
the Affirmation aforementioned ; and on refuſing to take the ſame, ſhall 
be ſubjected to the ſame Fine that others are by Law ſubjected to for nos 
ſerving as Jurors)' nor bear any Office in this Government where an 
Oath is by Law required to qualify a Perſon for the Diſcharge of ſuch 
Office, except in Town Offices only, and in ſuch Caſe not to ſerve as an 
Aſſeſſor or Collector for any Rate or Tax to be made for the Support of 
the Miniſter or Miniſters in any Town, or for building or repairing of any 
Houſe for the publick Worſhip of GOD within the ſame. 

And it is therekoze further provided and enacted, That where one r 
Halt or more ot the Aſſeſſors or Collectors ofany Town ſhall be of the People nag. ger FF 
called Quakers, ſuch of the Inhabitants of ſaid Town who are not Quakers, one half or 
| may and ſhall at the ſame Meeting at which ſuch Aſſeſſors or Collectors being more of the 
| Quakers are choſen, proceed to the Choice of an equal Number of otherPerſons _ or 

who are not Quakers,and ſuch Aſſeſſors and, Collectors ſo choſen ſhall be as ro 1 
fully qualified by themſelves where the whole Number of the firſt choſen : 
Aſſeſſors areQuakers,or together with the other Aſſeſſors who are notQuakers, 
| when any ſuch there be, to make Rates and Taxes for the Settlement and 
Support of the Migiſtry, and for building and repairing any Houſe or Houſes 
for the publick Worſhip of GOD within ſuch Ton, and for no other Purpoſes, 
i and ſuch Collector ſhall be as fully impowered to collect the ſame, as they the 
ſaid Aſſeſſors and Collectors would have been, had no other Aſſeſſors or Col- 
lectors been before choſen ; and any Aſſeſſor or Collector ſo choſen ſhall be 
liable to the ſame Penalty for refuſing to ſerve in their reſpective Office as he 
would have been had he been choſen and refuſed to ſerve as Aſſeſſor or Col- 
lector of all the Rates and Taxes in ſaid Town. 
1 And whereas in ſundry Towns within this Province the Town Clerk and other 
Town Officers being of the People called Quakers, have neglected or refuſed to 
qualify themſelves by taking the Oaths to the Execution of ſuch Office by Law an- A 
nexed, and yet have continued to ſerve in ſaid Offices , and ſhould the conſequent 


* 4 


Proviſo. 


—— " 


* Proceedings of ſuch Town be called in Queſtion as illegal, and ſo ſet aſide, many and 
great Inconveniencies, and much Confuſion would ariſe : 
f Be it therefoze further enacted, That all che Acts and Proceedings of 8 
y any Town within this Province where all or any of theOfficers beingQuakers ot Grain 
n have neglected or refuſed to take the Oaths to ſuch Offices by Law annexed, made valid. 
1 and yet have continued in the Execution of their reſpective Offices, be and 
n hereby are as fully eſtabliſhed and confirmed as ſuch Acts and Proceedings 
would have been had ſuch Officers been under Oath as by Law required. 
be This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of three Years from the Limitation, 
Publication thereof, and from thence to the End of the then next Seſſion 
„ olf the General Court and no longer. 
0 : [ The two foregoing Acts were Publiſhed March 5th. 1743. J 
| : 
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Preamble. 


Court of Ge- 
neral Seſſions 
to determine 
as to private 
Bridges. 


Limitation. 


HAF. V. | 
An Act to regulate the Expence of private Bridges. 


HEREAS it ſometimes happens that ſome particular Perſon or Perſons for 
WW his or their own private Advantage build and erett a Bridge or Bridges 


| acroſs ſome River or Stream, and after neglet or refuſe to keep ſuch 
Bridge or Bridges in Repair, by Means whereof the Town or Towns in which 


ſuch Bridge or Bridges are erected, have been preſented, and ſuffered Loſs and Da- 


mage, although ſuch Town was not conſenting to the building thereof, nor receive 
general and common Advantage thereby : Wherefore 

Be it enacted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of Repre- 
ſentatives, That from and after the Publication of this Act upon Applica- 
tion made to the Court of General Seſſions of the Peace by any Perſon or 
Perſons, ſetting forth that any Bridge orBridges that have already been erected, 
or that may hereafter be erected, by any particular Perſon or Perſons for his 
or their private Advantage, either in or adjacent to the Town where ſuch 
Perſon or Perſons live, or any other Town, for the building of which there 
was not the eſpecial Conſent of the Town or Towns where ſuch Bridge or 
Bridges lie, or to which they are adjacent, nor the Order of the ſaid Court for 
building the ſame, nor any Order or ſpecial Agreement for keeping ſuch 
Bridge or Bridges in Repair, that ſuch Bridge or Bridges are neglected and 
not kept in due Repair; in every ſuch Caſe upon Application made as 
aforeſaid, it ſhall and may be lawful for the ſaid Court either to diſcontinue 
ſuch Bridge or Bridges (if the Perſon or Perſons erecting them ſhall neglect 
to keep them in due Repair, or otherwiſe finally to determine how, in what 
Manner, and by whom ſuchBridge orBridges ſhall be repaired and maintained, 
whether at theCharge of thePerſon orPerſons that built the ſame,theirHeirs, 
or ſuch other Perſon or Perſons as live near and reap the principal Advan- 
tage of ſuchBridge orBridges,as the ſaid Court ſhall judge molt reaſonable, and 
make out ſuch Orders and Aſſeſſment on any particular Perſon, Perſons or 
Towns, as ſhall be found neceſſary for effecting ſuch Repairs from Time to 
Time,and if Need be to award Execution thereon,in ſuch Manner as theCir- 
cumſtances of the Caſe may require, to which Orders, Aſſeſsments and Exe- 
cutions, all proper Officers and otherPerſons are hereby directed to conform. 
This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of three Years and no 
longer. 


Reviv'a ana Continu'd to January 31. 1756. And to the End of the next 
Seſſion of the General Court, | 


— 


CHAP, VI. 
An Act for rendering more effectual the Laws already in 


Being relating to the Admeaſurement of Boards, Plank 
and Timber, and for preventing Fraud and Abuſe in 
Shingles, Beef and Pork exported from this Province,and 
alſo for regulating the Aſſize of Staves and Hoops. 


HEREAS in and by an Act paſs'd in the ninth Year of ber late Majeſty 
Queen Anne, Intitled, An Act for the Admeaſurement of Boards, 
Plank and Timber, and regulating the Tale of Shingles, it is de- 

clared, That in each Maritime Town within this Province where Boards, 

« Plank, Timber and Slit-Work are uſually imported or brought to Sale or 

« exported beyond Sea, there be two or more honeſt ſkiltul Perſons annually 
elected by ſuch Town at the Time of their anniverſary Choice of Town 

* Officers, to be Surveyors and Meaſurers of Boards, Plank, Timber andSlit- 


« Work, 


» 
0 4 
* 
84 
# 
I 
W 
W 
© 
EO 
» 
* 


Anno Regni Regis G E OR G I1 H. Decimo Septimo. 


1743. 


Boards, Beef, &c. 


45 


« Work, and Surveyors of Shingles, who ſhall be ſwora in Manner as other 
« Town- Officers, to the faithful Performance ot the Duty of their Office.” 


But no Proviſion is made for the Admeaſurement and View thereof in the Places 
where ſuck Boards, Plank,Timber and Slit-Work are uſually cut or brought to the 


Water Side where the ſame may be ſhip'd, rafted or floated off, which by Experi- 
ence has been found very inconvenient : 


| For Remedy whereof ; 
Be it enafed by the Governour, Council and Houſe of Repre- 


— 


Perſons to be 


ſentatives, That in each and every Town within this Province, where annually e- 
Boards, Plank and Timber are rafted off or brought forSale by Land or Water- lected Sur- 


Carriage, from whence the ſame may be rafted or floated, there ſhall be one 
or more honeſt ſkilful Perſon or Perſons elected by ſuch Town ſome Time 
before the tenth of June next, and at the Time of the Choice of other Town 


Officers annually, to be Surveyors and Meaſurers of Timber, who ſhall be 


ſworn in Manner as other Town Officers, to the faithful Performance of the 
Duty of his or their Office : And all Boards, Plank, Timber and Slit-Work 
imported or brought by Land or Water Carriage for Sale, before theirDelivery 
upon Sale or their being rafted or floated off, ſhall be viewed, ſurveyed and 
meaſured by one of the ſaid Officers, haviag Conſideration tor drying and 
ſhrinking, and alſo marked anew to the juſt Contents, making reaſonable 
Allowance for Rots, Splits and Wains, and each End of eachPiece of Timber 
ſhall be marked with the Brand of the Town where ſuch Timber is meaſured 
as aforeſaid ; the Buyer to pay the Officer three Pence per Toa for viewing 
meaſuring and marking, and ſo pro ratd for a greater or leſs Quantity. 

And be it further enacted, That if any Perſon or Perſons ſhall preſume 
to ſhip, raft or float off, any Boards, Plank or Timber, unleſs the ſame ſhall 
firſt have been viewed, ſurveyed mealured and marked by a {worn Surveyor, 
as aforeſaid, he or they ſhall forfeit the Value thereof; two Thirds of the 
ſame to the Uſe of the Poor of the Town where the Offence is committed, 
and the other Third to the Surveyor or any other Perſon or Perſons who 
ſhall ſue for the ſame, which he or they are hereby enabled to do by Action, 
Bill, Plaint or Information in any Court proper to try the ſame. 


And whereas great Fraud and Abuſe is practiſed in making and packing of 


Shingles and Hoops, and alſo in making and «culling of Staves exported from this 


Province : For preventing the ſame for the future; 

Be it further enacted, That from and after the tenth Day of June next, 
no Shingles, Staves nor Hoops, ſhall be exported to a foreign Market from 
any Town in this Province, that ſhall be under the following Aſſize, viz. 
Each Shingle to bear eighteen Inches or fifteen Inches in Length (according 


to which of thoſe Lengths they are ſold for) and not leſs than three Inches H 


broad, excluſive of Sap, except Cedar Shingles only, which ſhall be of the 
atoreſaid Breadth the Sap included, and halt an Inch thick at the thick End 
and well ſhaved and free from winding; and every Bundle of Shingles ſhall 
hold out one Shingle with another, at leaſt four Inches in Breadih ; and all 
Pipe Staves ſhall be at leaſt four Feet eight Inches in Length, three Inches 
broad clear of Sap, at leaſt half an Inch thick on the Heart or thinneſt Edge 
and every Part thereof: and all white Oak Hogſhead Staves ſhall be three 
Feet and four Inches in Length, three Inches broad clear of Sap, and at leaſt 
halt an Inch thick on the Heart or thinneſt Edge, and every Part thereof; 
and all red Oak Hogſhead Staves ſhall be three Feet and an half in 
Length, three Inches broad, and at leaſt half an Inch thick on the Heart or 
thinneſt Edge and every Part thereof; and all Barrel Staves ſhall be thirt 


Inches in Length, three Inches broad clear of Sap, and at leaſt half an Inch 


well 
and 


thick on the Heart or thinneſt Edge and every Part thereof; and all 


veyors and 
Meaſurers of 
Timber, &c. 


Penalty for 
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and proportionably ſplit: And all Hogſhead Hoops that are exported be- 
yond Sea from any Town within this Province, ſhall be made of white 
Oak or Walnut, and from twelve to fourteen Feet in Length, and of good 
and ſufficient Subſtance and well ſhaved, and one half at leaſt of the Hoops 
in each Bundle ſhall be fourteen Feet long. 
Shingles to And be it further enacted, That each Town where Shingles are made 
be ſurvey d in of ſold, may and ſhall chuſe one or more Surveyors of Shingles to be under 
= Een Oath, who ſhall be allowed by the Buyer two Pence per Thouſand for his 
are made &c. Service in ſurveying and telling: And before any Shingles are ſent from the 
Town where they are made, or at the Place of firſt Sale, before their Delivery 
they ſhall be viewed ſurveyed and meaſured by a ſworn Surveyor, and the 
Town Brand ſet upon the Hoop of the Bundle: And all Shingles offer'd to 
Sale without being ſurveyed and marked as aforeſaid ſhall be forfeited ; and 
Cullers of in each Maritime Town within this Province from whence Staves or Hoops 
Staves and are uſually exported beyond Sea, there ſhal] be two or more ſuitable Perſons 
Hoops, to be choſen by ſuch Towns ſome Time before the tenth of June next, and at their 
par Io * Mecting in March annually to be Viewers and Cullers ot Staves and Hoops, 
Towns. who ſhall be under Oath faithfully to diſcharge their Office, and ſhall be 
allowed for their Time and Service therein as follows, viz. for Pipe Staves 
one Shilling and three Pence per Thouſand, for Hogſhead Staves one Shilling 
per Thouſand, and for Barrel Staves nine Pence per Thouſand, as well Refuſe 
as Merchantable, theMerchantable to be paid by thePerſon buying the fame, 
and the Refuſe by the Seller; and for ſurveying Hoops one Penny half Penny 
per Hundred to be paid by the Buyer. 
Staves and And be it further enacted, That from and after the tenth Day of 
Hoops to be June next, all Staves that ſhall be exported from this Province beyond Sea 
2 11 ſhall be firſt culled, and all Hoops firſt viewed and ſurveyed by one of the 
d. Officers aforeſaid, and Certificate given by the Culler or Surveyor to the 
Maſter or Commander of the Ship or Veſſel on Board which they are laden 
of theQuantity by him ſo culled or ſurveyed ; and theWyths orHoops with 
which the Bundles of Hoops are packed ſhall be ſealed with the Brand of the 
Town from whence they are exported, and that all Shingles that ſhall be ex- 
ported beyond Sea, ſhall likewiſe be certified by one of the Surveyors already 
required by Law to be choſen in the Maritime Towns of the Province, to have 
been by him ſurveyed or viewed and approved, aad theNumber orQuantity 
thereof; who ſhall be allowed by the ſhipper /wo Pence per Thouſand for 
ſurveying and certifying as aforeſaid, 
Preamble. And whereas notwithjtanding the Laws already in Being great Quantities of 
Pork and Beef are exported beyond Sea, which have not been packed or repacked 
by the Officers by Law required to be choſen for that Purpoſe : 


Pork and Beef Be it further enacted, That from and after the tenth Day of June afore- 


to be pack'd ſaid, no Pork or Beet of the Produce of this Province, or any other of His 
by the ſwWorn Majeſty's American Plantations thall be exported beyond Sea that ſhall not 
Facker. firſt have been certified by the Packer to have been by him packed or re- 
cked according to Law. 

Certificate of And be it further enacted, That from and after the ſaid tenth Day of 
Staves. Hoops June, all Veſſels having any Staves, Hoops or Shingles aboard for their Cargo, 
we” gr and alſo any Pork or Beef whether for their Cargo or Proviſion for their 
wen into the Voyage, before any ſuch Veſlel ſhall be cleared at the Impoſt Office, the 

mpoſt Office. Maſter or Commander of ſuch Veſſel ſhall deliver into the Impoſt Officer a 

Certificate of ſuch Staves, Hoops, Shingles, Beef and Pork's having been 

culled, ſurveyed or packed as aforeſaid, and ſhall likewiſe make Oath before 

the ſaid Impoſt Officer, who is hereby impowered and required to adminiſter 

the ſame, that the Staves, Hoops, Shingles, Beef and Pork on bay 
LOW. n ITY elle, 
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1 Veſſel, are bond fide the ſame Staves, Hoops, Shingles, Beef and Pork, cer- 
* tified to have been culled, ſurveyed or packed as aforeſaid ; and the Impoſt 
Officer for the Service aforeſaid, ſhall be allowed one Shilling for each Veſlel. 
e This Act to continue and be in Force until the tenth Day of June One Limitation. 
Thouſand ſeven Hundred and forty ſeven, and to the End of the Seſſion of 
8 the General Court then next after. | 
y Continu d to July 2d. 1757. 
; 1 3 eee 4 FEE. 
e CHAP. VII. 
7 An Act to prevent unneceſſary Expence in Suits at Law. 
: [/ HER EAS divers promiſſary Notes, Bills or other Obligations for Payment 
of Monies and other Things therein ſpecified, when they are executed by Preamble. 
5 the ſame Party, and made payable to one and the ſame Perſon, and the Peſſeſſor 
or Obligee bas put them in Suit at the ſame Time, have uſually been included in 
one Writ, and may ordinarily be ſo (where the Promiſes or Obligations are of the 
? ſame Kind) without Damage or Inconvenience to the Plaintiff, and with much 
, leſs Coſt and Expence than what would be incurred by ſo many ſeveral and diſtintt 
5 Suits : Notwithſtanding which ſome ill-diſpoſed Perſons for the Recovery of what / 
5 was due to them on ſuch ſeveral Notes or other Obligations, have purchaſed as 
1 many diſtindt Writs, and thereby multiplied their Suits at the ſame Court, with 
N Intent only to burthen the Defendant with great and unneceſſury Coſt and Charge : 
7 Therefore to diſcourage and prevent ſuch Practices for the future: 
, Be it enacted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of Repre- 
fentatives, I bat where ſeveral Actions ſhall hereafter be brought in any When divers 
f Court of Record within this Province againſt the ſame Perſon (or Perſons 2 _ 
Jointly) and at the ſame Term, on ſeveral Inſtruments of the ſame Kind, 3 
5 whether Notes, Bills or Bonds, that might conveniently have been included or Bonds 
* in one and the ſame Writ, in ſuch Caſe if it ſnall be ſuggeſted or appear to from the 
4 the Court probable, that ſuch Actions were ſevered and multiplied with In- _ _ 
h tent only to vex the Defendant or Defendants, or to put him or them to Ns ay 
E needleſs Coſt and Charge, unleſs the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs ſhall ſhew forth for one, in 
bY ſuch reaſonable Cauſe tor bringing ſuch ſeveral and diſtin Suits as to the Caſe. 


y Juſtices of ſuch Court ſhall be ſatisfactory; the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs re- 

U covering Judgment thereon ſhall be allowedCoſts in one of ſuch Actions only 

* This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of three Years from Limitation, 
Ir 


the Publication thereof and no longer. | 
Reviv'd and Continu'd "till March 25. 1760. And to the End of 


f the then next Seſſion of the General Court. 

4 [ The three foregoing Ads were Publiſhed March 22. 1743. 

1 Acts and Laws, 

lis Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 

t jeſty's Province of the Maſſachuſetta-Bay in New-England : Be- 

5 gun and Held at Beſton upon Wedneſday the thirtieth Day 

81 of May 17 4 4, and continued by Adjournment and Prorogati- 
5 ons to Wedneſday the twenty-eighthDay of November following. 

E H 

3 An A& to prevent Miſchief being done by unruly Dogs. 

mi HERE AS much Damage has been done by unruly Dogs in worrying, 

* wounding and killing Neat Cattle, Sheep aud Lambs within this Pro- Preamble. 

er vince, ta the great Loſs of many Perſons, the Owners of ſuch Creatures. { 
. 3 5 For preventing whereof: Be | 
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Wd | Dog or Birch B' it enacted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of Repre- ; 
Wi) | oy er ſentatives, That from and after the Publication of this AR, it ſhall and 

| n | 


1 U out of the In. May be lawful to and for any Perſon or Perſons within this Province to kill 
1 ſpection of and deſtroy any Dog or Bitch whatſoever that ſhall be found (out of the im- 
1 the Owner. mediate Care and Inſpection of its Owner or Keeper) within or croſſing over 
any common Land, Field or Incloſure, (excepting the Land of the Owner 
of ſuch Dog or Bitch in the Day Time) or that ſhall be found between Sun- 


| 0 ſet and Sun riſe, any where out of the Care and Inſpe d ion of its Owner as 
„ aforeſaid ; and it the Owner of ſuchDog or Bitch being known and informed 
| within eight Hours next after of his or her Dog or Bitch's being ſeen out 


lf | of the Care and Inſpe&ion as aforeſaid, and Oath made thereof before ſome 
one Juſtice of the Peace or Town-Clerk, (who is hereby impowered to ad- 
1 miniſter and certify the ſame) and ſhall refuſe to kill or cauſe to be killed his 
Dog or Bitch forthwith, ſhall forfeit and pay the Sum of forty Sbillings to 


the Perſon who ſhall inform and ſue for the ſame, by Bill Plaint or Informa- 

tion, before any of His Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace in the County where 

4 the Owner of fuch Dog or Bitch dwells. 

| | Owner of And be it further enatted, That the Owner of any Dog or Bitch that 

1 any Dog or ſhall tear or kill any Calves or NeatCattle, Sheep or Lambs, ſhall be liable to 

F rs o pay pay treble Damages to the Perſon or Perſons injured, to be heard and tried 

1 ameges. before any of His Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace in the County where the 

1 Owner ot ſuch miſchievous Dog or Bitch dwells, if the Damage exceeds not 

bl forty Shillings , and where the Damage exceeds that Sum, before any of His 

Majeſty's Courts of Record in the County where the Owner dwells as afore- 

f ſaid, upon Bill, Plaint, Writ or Information as aforeſaid. 

i A as a And be it further enacted, That no Action ſhall lie, be heard or tried 

N de bro't, &c, at any Court within this Province againſt ſuch Perſon who ſhall or may kill 
| or deſtroy any Dog or Bitch found as aforeſaid, but ſhall be utterly barred 
by Virtue of this Act, 

Proviſo. Provided nevertheleſs, That this Act ſhall not extend to, or be in Force in 
any Town in the County of York, any Thing before therein contained to the 
contrary notwithſtanding. 

Limitation, This A& to continue and be Force for the Space of ten Years from the 
Publication thereof, and thence to the End of the then next Seſſion of the 
General Court, and no longer. 


W * 


SHA. I. 


An Ad to prevent Neat Cattle and Horſes running at large 
and feeding on the Beaches adjoining toEaſtern Harbour 
Meadows in the Town of Turo. 


HEREAS there are certain Meadow Lands within the Townſhip of Truro, 
in the County of Barnſtable, called Eaſtern. Harbour Meadows, on which 
many of the Inhabitants of ſaid Town depend for their Hay, and the ſaid 
Meadsw Land lies adjoining lo two long Sandy Beaches, on which no Fence can 
well be made to ſtand, and by Reaſon of Caitle and Horſes trampling and feeding 
there theBeachGraſs which was wont to prevent ihe driving of theSand from the 
Beaches to the Meadows is deſtroyed, and a great Part of the Meadows already 
covered with Sand, and become uſeleſs for Graſs, and the whale in Danger of be- 
ing buried with the Sands, if not timely prevented: Sh. "2% 2 \f 

Be it therefore enacted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of 

Repreſentatives, Thac from and after the Publication of this Act, no tf 

Perſon ſhall preſume to turn or drive any Neat Cattle or Horſes upon *r = 

| al 


Preamble. 
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ſaid Beaches or Meadows to feed, or leave them at large there, on the Penalty Penalty for 
of ten Shillings a Head for all Neat-Cattle, and for every Horſe- Kind fo N Cat- 
turned upon any of the ſaid Beaches or Meadows to feed, or that ſhall be 2 4 
found at large there; which Penalty may be recovered by any of the Pro- at large on 
prietors of ſaid Beaches or Meadows; one Moiety thereof to be to the In- the Meadows 
former that ſhall ſue for the ſame, and the other Moiety to be to and for the in Trure. 
Uſe of the Poor of the Town of Truro. 

And be it further cnated, That ir ſhall be lawſul for any Owner or 
Proprietor of the ſaid Meadows or Beaches, or other Perſon finding anyCat- 
tle or Horſe-Kind feeding or going at Jarge upon the Beaches or Meadows 5 be inn. 
aforeſaid, or any of them, to impound the ſame ; and the Perſon or Perſons pounded, if 
impounding them ſhall give public Notice thereof in the Town of Truro and found feed- 
in the two next adjoining Towns ; and ſhall relieve ſaid Creatures, whilſt ing at large. 
impounded, with ſuitable Meat and Water ; and the Owner thereof appear- 
ing, he ſhall pay to the Impounder two Shillings and fix Pence Damages for 


Cattle, Sc. 


each Head of Neat- Cattle or Horſe-Kind ſo impounded, and Coſts of im- 


pounding them : And if the Owner do not appear within the Space of fix 
Days and pay the Damage and Coſts occaſioned by impounding the ſame, 
then and in every ſuch Cafe the Perſon or Perſons impounding ſuch Cattle 
or Horſe-Kind ſhall cauſe them to be fold at publickVendue for paying ſuch 
Damages and Coſts, and the Charge ariſing by ſuch Sale (public Notice of Io be ſold if 
the Time and Place of ſuch Sale being given forty-eight Hours before- no Owner 
hand) and the Overplus (if any be) to be returned to the Owner of ſuch Cat- PPears. 
tle or Horſe-Kind (on his Demand) at any Time within twelve Months next 

after the Sale: And if no Owner ſhall appear within the ſaid twelve Months, 

then one Moiety of the Overplus ſhall be to the Party impounding, and the 

other Moiety thereof to the Ule of the Poor of the Town of Truro. 

And be it further enacted, That the Proprietors of the ſaid Meadows ; 
and Beaches, and the Proprietors of the lotted Land on the Cape, ſhall make 2 
and maintain a ſufficient Fence in equal Proportion betwixt them, or other- dows, Sc. to 
wiſe prevent their Cattle from paſſing to the eaſtward of the weſterly Part of make and 
Strous's Meadow (fo called) and the Proprictors of the aforeſaid Meadows, maintain 
with the Proprietors of Truro, (not having Right in ſaid Meadows) that Fon, 
turn Horſes or Cattle on the Commons there, be likewiſe obliged to erect 
and maintain a Fence that ſhall prevent Horſes and Cattle from paſſing to 
the weſtward of the Eaſt End of Eaſtern Harbour Meadows, or otherwiſe 
to reſtrain them from feeding or going at large there, on Pain of incurring 
the Penalty aforeſaid for each Head of Cattle or Horſe Kind that ſhall be 
found there, and of having them impounded, and otherwiſe proceeded wich 
in Manner as before. mentioned. | 

This Act to continue in Force five Years from the Publication thereof, 


; Limitation. 
and from thence to the End of the next Seſſion of the General Court, and Ie! 
no longer. 


Reviv'd and Cantinu'd to April 6. 1755. And to the End of the then next 
| Seſſim of the General Caurt. | 
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| C1 AF, - 4k 
An Act in Addition to the Act for preventing Damage to 


the Harbour of Cape- Cod, by Cattle and Horſe-Kind 


feeding on Province-Town Lands. 


HEREAS the Proviſien made in and by the A intitled An Act to pre- "IRENE 
vent Damage being done to the Harbour of Cape Cod, made and paſſed 
in the fourteenth Year of his preſent Majeſty's Reign, has been found in- 
efefual fer that End: Be 
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Eaſtern Harbour Meadows: 


Pound to be 
kept & main- 
tained by the 
Select Men 
of Province- 
Town. 


Conflable to 


make Search 


forHorſes &c. 


What Cattle 
may feed on 
the Lands. 


Forfeiture for 
cutting or 
carrying off 
Bruſh. 


Limitation. 


Be it theretoze enacted by the Governour, Council and Houſe 
of Repreſentatives, That a ſufficient Pound be kept and maintained by 
the Select- Men ot Province-Town, in ſuch Part of ſaid Town as they ſhall 
judge moſt commodious for thelnhabitants tor impounding of Creatures that 
ſhall be ſuffered to feed on the Lands there, whether Upland, Meadow or 
Beach, contrary to the aforeſaid Act; and that the reaſonable Charge of the 
erecting and maintaining the ſame be repaid them out of the publick Trea- 
ſury by Warrant from the Governour with the Advice and Conſent of the 
Council, x 

And be it further enacted, That the Conſtable of Province-Town for 
the Time being ſhall, and he is hereby ſtrictly required to take effectual Care 
that the aforeſaid Act be put in Execution for preventing Damage to the 
Harbour aforeſaid ; as alſo one Day in every Week from the firſt of April 
to the laſt of OFober, to make diligent Search for Horſes and Cattle on Pro- 
vince-Town Lands, and to cauſe ſuch of them to be Impounded as by this 
AR are not allowed to feed there; and ſuch Conſtable for every Day he ſhall 
faithfully attend ſaid Service, and make Oath thereof before a Juſtice of the 
Peace, ſhall be allowed one Shilling and three Pence, to be paid out of the 
publick Treaſury. | 

And the Inhabitants of ſaid Province-Town are hereby allowed to keep and 
to ſuffer to feed on theLands there one Bull and threeYoke of Oxen amongſt 
the Inhabitants in general, as alſo one Horſe and one Cow for each Family, 
and no more; ſave that ſuch Perſon as ſhall have Licence to keep an Houſe 
of publick Entertainment, ſhall have Liberty to keep two Cows dyring the 
Continuance of ſuch his Licence. 

And be it further enacted, That whoſoever, after the Publication of 
this Act, ſhall preſume to cut down or Carry off any Trees, Poles or Bruſh 
from any Part of the Land within the Bounds of Province-Town or Cape- 
Cod, ſtanding or growing there within one Hundred and ſixty Pole from 
high Water Mark, ſhall forfeit and pay the Sum of five Shillings for every 
Tree or Pole, and one Shilling for every Buſh ſo cut or carried oft: The one 
Half of ſaid Forfeiture to be ro him or them that ſhall inform and ſue for 
the ſame, and the other Half to be to and for the Uſe of the Poor of the ſaid 
Town of Province-Town, to be recovered before a Juſtice of the Peace of the 
ſame County. 

This Act to continue and be in Force oneYear from thePublication there- 
of, and from thence to the End of the nextSeſſion of the General Court, and 
no longer. 


Revd and Continu d to January 31. 1756. And till the End of the 
then next Seſſion of the General Court. 


[ The three foregoing Atts were Publiſhed April 6. 1745. ] 
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. _ Atts and Laws, : 5 K 
Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
. jelty's Province of the Maſſur huſetti- Bay in News=England Be- 

gun and Held at Beſton upon Wedneſday the twenty-ninth 
Day of May 1745. 217 3 33564; „1 30 
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es 2890/26 60 0e: e F. . 0 
An Act for encouraging the killing of Wolves, Bears, 
Wild-Cats and Cattamounts, within this Province. 


E it enacted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of Re- 
| preſentatives, That whoſoever hath ſince the twenty. fourth of 
April laſt, or ſhall from and after the Publication of this Act, kill any 
grown Wolf, Bear, Wild-Cat, or Cattamount, or any Wolfs, Wild-Cat or 
Cattanjounts Whelps or Bears Cubbs, under one Year old (and other than 
fach as, ſhall be taken out of theBelly of any Female Bear, Wolf, Wild-Cat 
or Cattamount) within this Province, and bring the whole Head thereof unto 
the Conſtable of the Town in which ſuch Wolf, Bear, Wild-Cat or Catta- 
mount, or Wolf's, Wild-Cat's or Cattamount's Whelps or Bear's Cubb ſhall 
be killed, or to the Conſtable of the Town next adjacent unto the Place 
where the ſame was Killed without the Bounds of any Townſhip, theConſtable 
in the Preſence of one or more of the Select. Men ſhall cut both the Ears 
off the ſame, and ſuch Select Man or Men and Conſtable, ſhall give the 
Party a Receipt for the ſaid Head, expreſſing whether it be in their Judg- 
ment a grown Wolf, Bear, Wild- Cat or Cattamount, or Wolf's Wild- Cat 
or Cattamount's Whelp or Bear's Cubb, and upon producing ſuch Receipt, 
the Party ſhall be paid and allowed by the Select- Men or Treaſurer of ſuch 
Town out of the Town Stock for the ſame, the following Premiums, and 
no other, viz. the Sum of forty Shillings in theBills laſt emitted by this Court, 
or other Bills of this Province equivalent thereto, for a Wolf, and for a Wolf's 
Whelp, the Sum of zhirteen Sbillings and feur Pence, for a Cattamount fifty 
Shillings,for aCattamount's Whelp Twwenty-jiveShillings,and for every Bear that 
ſhall be killed from the firſt of April to the laſt of Auguſt yearly ten Shillings, 
for every Bear's Cubb killed during that Seaſon five Shillings, for a Wild- 
Cat the Sum of /ix Shillings, and the Sum of three Shillings for every Wild- 
Cat's Whelp: And all ſuch Payments ſo made, ſhall be allowed by theTrea- 
ſurer and Receiver General of this Province, upon his receiving a Certificate 
under the Hands of a major Part of the Select- Men in ſuch Town andTown- 
Treaſuter (where any ſuch be) or Town-Cletk, expreſſing the ſame, which 
Certificate ſhall be in the following Form, Vix. | 
Mr. Treaſurer, 


4% * 


IS may Certiſy that there hath been paid out of the Town Stock of A. 


Premium al- 
lowed for 
killing Wolves 
Bears, Wild- 
Cats & Cat- 
tamounts. 


for grown Wolves (Bears, Wild-Cats or Cattamounts, and Form of the 


Wolves, Wild. Cats or Cattamounts helps or Bears Cubs) killed in or 
near this Town ſince the Day of laſt paſt, and theHeads 
thereof brought unto our Conſtable or Conſtables, and the Ears cut off in the 
Preſence of ſome of our Selves, as theLaw directs, and 1 certified unto us, in the 
whole the Sum of Pounds; which Sum we deſire you 10 allow to our 
Town by paying the ſame unte our Town Treaſurer. Dated in 


aforeſaid, the Day of Anno Domini. 1 7 
Sclect. Men 
Town-Treafurer 
J or Town Clerk. 
1901 


Certificate 


1745. 
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Unneceſſary Coſt of TUitneſſes. 8 


Inhabitants 
to be aſſeſs'd 
for the Pre- 
miums. 


Inhabitants 
to be aſleſ(s'd 
for the Pre- 
miums. 


Oath to be 
made that 
the Creatures 
were killed 


Indians to be 
intitled to 
thePremiums, 


Limitation. 


Preamble, 


And be it further ena&ed, That the Treaſurer do cauſe a competent 
Number of blank Certificates in the Form aforeſaid, to be printed at the pub- 
lick Charge, and affix his own Seal therets, and is hereby ordered to deliver 
ſo many unto the Select-Men of each Towa or Place reſpectively, or ſome 
one of them, as ſhall be neceſſary for the Uſe of ſuch Town-or Place. 

And be it further enacted, That the Select-Men of each Tow re— 
ſpectively ſhall be and hereby are ſufficiently authorized and impowered to 
aſſeſs the Inhabitants of their Town yearly: in due Proportion as near as they 
can, ſuch Sum and Sums as they ſhall judge neceſſary to anſwer, the Payments 
to be made but of the TownStock as atoreſaid, together with the other harges 
of the Town, and to cauſe the ſame to be collected in Manner as is by Law 
directed far the gathering of Town Rates. ara 317-04 of 

And for preventing any Perſon receiving a Premium for. any grown ir goung 
Wolf, Bear, Mild. Cat or Cattamount, killed without the Bounds of this Province: 

Be it enatted, That when and ſo often as any Perſon ſhall briag the 
Head of any grown or young Wolf, Bear, Wild-Cat, or Cattamount, to the 
Conſtable of any Town or Diſtrict within this Province; and it be ſuſpected 
that it was not killed within the ſame, ſuch Perſon ſhall not be intitled to the 
Reward ia this Act provided, until he makes Oath before one of hisMajeſty's 
Juſtices of the Peace or Sele&-Men'of the Town (in ſuch Town where no 
Juſtice of thePeace dwells, who are hereby impowered to adminiſter the ſame 
that ſuch Wolf, Bear, Wild-Cat or Cattamount was bond fide killed within 
this Province. A 15 2 | 

And be it further enacted, That if any Indian ſhall kill any Wolf, 
Bear, Wild- Cat or Cattamount,orWolves, Wild-Cats or Cattamounts Whelps 
or Bear's Cub within this Province, he ſhall be intitled to the ſame Reward 
in this Act provided for killing thereof, in Caſe ſuch Indian bring the Head 
of ſuch Wolf, Bear, Wild Cat or Cattamount, or Wolf's, Wild- Cat's or 
Cattamouat's Whelp, or Bear's Cubb to a Conſtable, and ſatisfy the Select- 
Mea of the Town where the ſame is brought, that it was killed within this 
Province. | 

This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of five Years from 
the Publication thereof, and no longer. 


Reviv'd and Continu'd to July 9. 1755. And to the End of the next 
| * Seſſion of the General Court. 


[ The foregoing Att was Publiſhed July 9. 1745. ] 
th „ 
An Act to prevent unneceſſary Coſt being allowed to 


Parties and Witneſſes in the ſeveral Courts of Juſtice 
within this Province. 


2 


HE REA oftentimes there are ſeveral Plaintiffs or Defendants in one and 
the ſame Action, brought either to the Superiour Court, or the Inferiour 


Court of Common Pleas within the reſpective Counties, and in taxing the Bills of 


Coſt ariſing on ſaid Actions, all thePlaintiffs or Defendants mentioned iu thetrit 
fo brought are allowed for their Attendance, altho' it frequently happens that only 
one of the Plaintiffs or Defendants do actually attend, and ſometimes neither of 
tbem; and inaſmuch as an Allowance is ſometimes made for Witneſſes not ſum- 
moned, or when ſummoned for much longer Time than ſuch Witneſſes have 
attually attended the Court, ly which Means Bills of Coſt are exorbitantly enhanced : 
For the Prevention whereof tor the future : 

Be it enacted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of Repre- 
ſentatives, That from and after the Publication of this Act, neither the 
Juſtices of the Superiour Court nor the Juſtices of the Inferiour Court of 


: . Common 


— Wm DP UI YE mw =” *»” 


Anno Regni Regis GEORGI1, II. Decimo Oftavo et Nono: 


174 Go. 


Unimproved Land. 


53 


Common Pleas in the reſpective Counties within this Provice, ſhall in tax. Juſtices of 


ing any Bills of Coſt allow for the Attendance of more than one Perſon as 


Plaintiff or Defendant, altho' there are more Plaintiffs or Defendants than 


one in any Suit or Action, and appear by themſelves or by their Attorney 


the ſeveral 

Courts to al- 
low Coſt but 
for one Per- 


or Attorneys (except where the Defendants plead ſeverally) and in Caſe of fon as Plain- 


the actual Attendance of either Plaintiff or Defendant they ſhall be allowed 
in the Bill of Coſt for no longer Time than they make evident to the Court 
the Number of Miles they Travel and Time of their Attendance ag aforeſaid. 

And be it further enacted, That no Perſon filing a Complaint in the 
Superiour Court or Inferiour Court reſpectively for the Affirmation of a 
former Judgment, ſhall be allowed at any Time more than three Days At- 
tendance in the Bills of Coſts to be taxed by ſaid Courts. 

And be it further enacted, That no Witneſs giving his or her Depoſi- 
tion in any Caſe (who ſhall not be ſerved with a Sub-Pæna) ſhall be allowed 
in the Bill ofCoſts any more than oneDay's Attendance, nor ſhall any Witneſs 
ſommoned to appear be allowed for more Days than ſuch Witneſs ſhall ac- 
tually attend and make it evident to the Court where the Action ſhall be 
commenced, by their certifying on the Sub- Pæna the Number of Miles of 
their Travel and Time that he or ſhe has actually attended. 

This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of five Years from 


the Publication hereof, and no longer. 
Reviv'd and Continu'd till July 11. 1755. And to the End of the 


then next Seſſion. * 


[ The foregoing Af was Publiſted July 11. 17435. 


An Act, 


Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
jeſty's Province of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay in New-England : Be- 


nn Oran 


tiff or Defen- 
dant, except. 


No Perſon 
filing a Com- 
plaint to be 
allowing ſor 
more than 
three Days 
Attendance. 


No Witneſs, 
not ſerved 
with a Sub- 
Pæna, to be 
allowed more 
than one Days 
Attendance&c 


Limitation. 


gun and Held at Boſton upon Wedneſday the twenty-ninth 


Day of May 1745, and continued by Adjournment to Wednet- 


day the ſeventeenth Day of Ju following. 


CHAP. III. 


An Act to ſubject the unimproved Lands within this Pro- 
vince to be fold for Payment of Taxes aſſeſſed on them 
by Order of the Great and General Court, and Votes 
and Apreements of the Proprietors thereot. 


T / HEREAS it frequently happens that thePreprietors of unimprovedLand 


within the ſeveral Towns, Precincts, New Plantations and Proprietors 

within this Province neglect or delay to pay their Proportions of the 

Sums from Time 10 Time aſſeſſed on ſuch Lands by Order of the 
Great and General Court, and according to their own Agreements towards de- 
freying the publick Charges ariſing within ſuch Towns, Precinéis, New Planta- 
tions and Proprieties : 


Be it theretfoze enacted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of 


Preamble. 


Repreſentatives, Thar if the Aſſeſſors of any of the Towns, Precincts, Aſſeſſors of 


New Plantations or Proprieties within this Province, have or at any Time 
to come ſhall purſuant to the Direction or Orders of the General Court, 


Taxes on 
unimproved 
Lands, theie 


levy or aſſeſs a Tax upon the unimproved Lands of the Proprietors, Power. 


lütuate in any of the Towns within this Province, for defraying the 
| publick 
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publick Charges ariſing in the ſaid Towns, Precincts, New Plantations 

or Proprieties, or it the Aſſeſſors choſen by the Proprietors of the common 

and undivided Land in any of the Towns or New. Plantations within 

this Province, purſuant to the Votes and Agreements of och Pro- 

2 priety, have or fhall Jevy or aſſeſs a Tax upon ſuch Proprietors by them 

Pr 7 1 de thought neceflary to carry. on and proſecute any Actions or Suits that may 
for pay- Ap : ERS 

ing Charges, be brought by or againft them, or for the carrying on and managing of 

in caſe the any other publick Affair relating to ſuch, Proprietors, or Performance 

28 re- of the Conditions of their Grant reſpectively ; and ſuch Proprietors 

lere OA ſhall negle& or delay to pay to the Collector or Collectors the Sums from 

the Sums laid Time to Time levied or aſſeſſed upon their Lands as aforeſaid, for ſixty 

ou them by Days after ſuch Aſſeſſment is made and publiſhed, by poſting up the ſame 

ted fo in the Fown. or Precinct where fuch Land hes, and in the Shire Town of 

pe Purpoſe. the County, that then and in ſuch Caſe it ſhall aad may be lawful for ſuch 

| Aſſeſſors reſpeRively to poſt up in ſome publick Place or Places in the Town 

or Precinct where the Lands lie, Notifications of the intended Sale of ſo much 

and no more of ſuch delinquent Proprietors Land or common Rights as 

they ſhall judge neceſfary to pay and ſatisfy ſuch Rates and Taxes, and other 

neceſſary intervening Charges three Months before the ſame be ſold : And 

alſo the Aſſeſſors ſhall be obliged for the Notification of the non-reſident 

Proprietors to advertiſe in the publick Prints three ſeveral Weeks the intended 

Notifications Sale at leaſt three Months before the Land be fold : And if any delinquent 

of the Sale of Proprietors do not by that Time pay ſuch Rates or Aſſeſſments and Charges, 

Lands to be then and in ſuchCaſle it ſhall and may be lawful for the Aſſeſſors at a publick 

dbl pine Vendue to ſell, and execute abſolute Deeds in the Law for the Conveyance 

P of ſuch Lands of the Proprietors to the Perſon or Perſons who will give 

molt for the ſame ; which Deeds ſhall be good and valid to all Intents and 

Purpoſes in the Law for- conveying ſuch Eſtates to the Grantees their Heirs 

and Aſſigns for ever. And if the ſaid Lands be ſold for more, then the 


Overplus(after all Charges ariſing about the ſame are ſubducted)to be paid to 


Overplus of ſuch delinquentPropriecors or their Order, the Money which the ſaid Lands ſhall 
Money to be be {old for, to be lodged in the Hands of the Treaſurers of the reſpective 
lodged with Towns, Precincts or Proprieties; who are hereby directed to attend theOrders 
eee of the Aſſeſſors of ſuch Towns, Preeincts or Proprieties for Payment of the 
* ſame, purſuant to the true Intent and Meaning of this Act, reſerving to ſuch 
non-relidentProprietors:as are not Inhabitants of this Province, their Heirs or 
Aſſigns a Liberty for Redemption of their Lands ſo ſold, they paying to the 
Grantees or theit Heirs reſpectively within one Year afrerwards, the Sums for 
which the ſaid Lands were fold with double Damages, until the ſame be 
redeemed, | 3 | 
This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of ſeven Years from 
the Publication thereof, and no longer, 


Reviv'd and Contini'd to the End of the Seſſion of the General Court, 
next following the 25th of March 1761. | 


| [ The foregoing Act was Publiſhed Auguſt »th. $926. 1 
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LE. An Act, 

Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
jeſty's Province of the Maſſachuſetta-Bay in Ner-England: Be- 
gun and Held at Beſton upon Wedneſday the twenty- ninth Day 


of May 1745, and continued by Adjournments and Proro— 
gations to Wedneſday the eleventh Day of December following. 


FP. CHAP. IY; | 
An Act in Addition to the Act Intitled An Act for | 
appointing Commiſſioners of Sewers. 


HERE AS the Water in ſome Rivers or Streams is raiſed and kept at preamble. 

ſuch Heighth by Mill- Dams erefted a-croſs the ſame, that it has been 
found difficult to diſcover and impracticable to remove the Obſtruftions 

that occaſion the overflowing of Meadows, whilſt the Owners of ſuch 
Dams have refuſed to empty their Mill- Ponds by opening theFlood-Gates or other 
ſufficient Paſſage for the Water that had been raiſed by ſuch Dams to flow out, 
by Means whereof Commiſſioners of Sewers have been much hindred in the Ex- 
erution of their Truſt, and the Owners of ſuch Meadows have thereby in great 
Meaſure loſt the Benefit intended by ſaid Adds: 


Therefore for preventing the like Inconvenience for the future; 
Be it enacted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of Repre- Sonne. 


ſentatives, That when and ſo often as Commiſſioners of Sewers ſhall judge 8 
it neceſſary in order to the well executing their Truſt in diſcovering or re. open Flood- 
moving the natural Obſtructions in Rivers or Streams over which any Mill- Gates &c. 
Dam is ereQed, that the Water which had thereby been ſtopt and raiſed 

above its uſual Heighth ſhould flow our, in ſuch Caſe it ſhall be lawful, and 

ſuch Commiſſioners are hereby impowered to open or cauſe to be opened the 
Flood-Gates, and to cauſe to be made and opened other needful Sluites or 

Paſſages in or about ſuch Dam or Dams, and ſuch Paſſages to keep open 

whilſt they are uſing the proper Means tor diſcovering or removing ſuchOb- 

ſtructions; as allo for the more ſpeedy draining of Meadows in ime of great 

Floods : and in ſuch Manner as that the Owner or Owners of ſuch Mill- 

Dam orDams may ſuffer as littleInconvenience or Damage thereby as may be. 

And be it further enacted, That if any Owner of ſuch Mill-Dam ſhall g,,... ot 
ſuffer Damage by the opening or keeping open ſuch Sluices or Paſſages as Mill-Dams 
aforeſaid, the ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall order him reaſonable Satisfaction (by opened to be 
their Eſtimation) for ſuch Damage, and ſhall aſſeſs the ſame on the Pro- Allowed Da- 
prietors of the overflowed Lands or Meadows, at whoſe Requeſt and ſor “ 
whoſe Benefit ſuch Commiſſioners were appointed, and to cauſe the ſame to 
be collected in Manner as in and by the ſaid Act is provided for collecting 
of other Charges. | | 

And be it further enacted, That the Owner or Owners of any Dam or 3 | 
Dams, or other Perſon whoſoever, that directly or indirectly ſhall moleſt or 3 of | 
hinder any ſuch Commiſſioners (or others employed by them) in the Execu- Mill-Dams | 
tion of the Power or Truſt repoſed in them by this or any former Act, by ny -— N 
ſhutting up or ſtopping any Paſſage made or opened by them or by their ges 3 1 
Order tor any the Purpoſes aforeſaid, ſhall for each Offence forfeit and pay oners in the i 
as a Fine to His Majeſty for the Ule of this Government the Sum of twenty Execution of 
Pounds, to be recovered by Bill, Plaiat or Information in any Court proper heir Power. i 
to try the ſame, after the Manner of Conviction, and by the ſame Rules and | 

| 1 Methods 
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Methods as are provided and directed to in an Act intitled An AZ in Addi- 
tion to and for rendring more effectual an Af made in the tenth Year of the 
Reign of King WILLIAM the Third, intitled An Act for preventing of 
Treſpaſſes. 
Preamble. And whereas it has been found neceſſary in order to remove the natural Ob- 
ftruftions in Rivers and Streams, that the Cour ſe of the Water there be ſtopt (by 
Dams ereced for that Purpoſe) during the Time that Workmen are employed in 
removing them ; 
Commiſſio- Be it therefoze further enacted, That it ſhall be lawful for Commiſ- 
ners impow- ſjoners of Sewers when and fo often as they ſhall find it needful to ere or 
8 _ cauſe to be erected any Dam or Dams upon or a-croſs any River or Stream 
ed wig wherein ſuch Obſtructions are found, for the greater Eaſe and Diſpatch in re- 
moving them : Provided ſuch Dam orDams be taken down as ſoon as con- 
veniently may be after theWork is finiſhed,and meetRecompence be made(in 
Manner as aforeſaid) for anyDamages that may thereby accrue to theOwner 
or Owners of theLand againſt or over which ſuchDam orDams ſhall abutt or 
be erected, or which by Occaſion of ſuch Dam may happen for a Time to be 
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Saving. overflowed with Water. Saving always, the Liberty of Appeal from any 

Orders or Determinations of the ſaid Commiſſioners to the Governour and 

Council, as by the afore-mentioned Act in that Behalf is provided. 

3 This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of five Years from the 
Limitation. publication thereof, and no longer. 
Reviv d and Continued to July 1. 1759. 
[ The foregoing Ad was Publiſhed March 27th 1746. 
An AQ, 

Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
jeſty's Province of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay in New-England : Be- 
gun and Held at Beſton upon Wedneſday the twenty-eighth 
Day of May 1 74 6. 

HRA l 
An Act relating to Views by a Jury in Civil Actions. 
Courts may ; : 
allow Jurors E it enacted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of Re- 
8 preſentatives, That from and after the Publication of this Act, in 


ſuages, Lands all Actions brought in any of his Majeſty's Courts of Record within 
&c.inQueſtion this Province, where it ſhall appear to the Court in which ſuch Actions are 
& to be tried. depending, that it will be proper and neceſſary that theJurors who are to try 
the Iſſues in any ſuchACtions, ſhould have the View of the Meſſuages, Lands 
or Place in Queſtion, in order to their better underſtanding the Evidence that 
will be given upon the Trial of ſuch Iſſues; in every ſuch Caſe the reſpective 
Courts in which ſuch Actions ſhall be depending, may order the Jury to the 
Place in Queſtion, who then and there ſhal] have the Matters in Queſtion 
ſhewn them by two Perſons to be appointed by the Court, and the ſpecial 
Coſt of all ſuch Views as allowed by the Court ſhall before the Trial be paid 
by the Party who moved for theView (the adverſeParty not conſenting there- 
to, and ſhall at the Taxation of the Bill of Coſt have the ſame allowed him 
By whomCoft upon his recovering Judgment on ſuch Trial; and upon all Views with the 
of View is to Conſent of Parties ordered by the Court, the Coſts thereof as allowed by the 
ws pon. Court ſhall, before Trial, be equally paid by the ſaid Parties, and in the Taxa- 
tion of the Bill of Coſts, the Party recovering Judgment ſhall have the Sum 


by 
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by him id allowed to him : Any Law, Uſage or Cuſtom to the contrary . 
notwithſtanding. | * 
This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of five Vears from the Limitation. 


Publication thereof, and to the End of the Seſſion of the General Court next 
after, and no longer. 


Reviu'd and Continued to July 1. 1759. | 
[ The foregoing Act was Publiſhed July 1. 1746. 1 © 


Acts and Laws, 
Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 


—— —— 


. 2 


jeſty's Province of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay in New-England : Be- 
gun and Held at Boſton upon Wedneſday the twenty-eighth 
Day of May 1746, and continued by Adjournments to Wed- 
neſday the twenty-ſeventh Day of Auguſt following. 
F 
An Act in further Addition to an Act Intitled An Aci for 
Highways. 
HERE AS in and ty an Att made in the twelfth Tear of the Reign of p ble 
ber late Majeſiy Queen Anne, Intitled An Act in Addition to theLaw Oe 
of this Province, Intitled An Act for Highways, made in the fifth Lear 
of the Reign of the late King William and Queen Mary; Proviſion 
is made for the laying out particular private Ways between any Inhabitants or 
Proprietors within their reſpective Towns to or for any original Lot, but no Power 
or Liberty is therein given for the laying out any ſuch Way to any Trat of Land 
that is not an original Let, which is oftentimes equally neceſſary : 
Wherefore, "208 
Be it enacted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of Repre- $eea-nen, 
ſentatives, That the Select - Men of each Town reſpectively (and in Caſe of and inCaſe of 
their Delay or Refuſal his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace within the ſeveral their I, 
Counties of this Province at any of their General Seſſions) be and hereby are us Jute 
fully authorized and impowered by themſelves or others to lay out or cauſe _ out High- 
to be laid out particular or private Ways as ſhall be thought neceſſary to or Ways. 
for any Tract of Land, not an original Lot, as they are by ſaid Act of Queen 
Anne, for an original Lot; under the ſame Regulations and Reſtrictions, and 
obſerving the ſame Rules as are therein ſpecified directed and provided. 
This Act to continue in Force for the Space of three Years from the Pub- Limitation, 
lication thereof, and from thence to the End of the next Seſſion of theGeneral 
Court, and no longer. 


Reviv'd and Continu'd till March 25. 1760. And to the End o 
the then next Seſſion of the General Court. 


o 
— — 


CH AP. III. 
An Ac to prevent the firing of Guns charged with Shot or 
Ball in the Town of Botor. 


HEREAS by the indiſcreet firing ofGuns laden with Shot and Ball within 
the Town and Harbour of Bolton, the Livesand Limbs of many Perſons Preamble. 


Have been loſt, and others have been in great Danger, as well as other 
Damage bas been ſuſtained : 


For the Prevention thereof for the future; 


Be 
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_ * 

2 — — 
— yy perro 


1746. Anno Regni Regis G EO RG II, II. Viceſimo. 
58 Indians regulated. 


Penalty for Be it enacted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of Repre- 
= 33 ogg ſentatives, That no Perſon orPerſons from and after thePublication of this 
Act ſhall preſume to diſcharge or fire off any Cannon laden with Shot from 
any Wharff or Veſſel in that Part of the Harbour of ſaid Town which is above 
the Caſtle,on Pain of forteiting theSum of ffteen Pounds for each Gun fo fired 
or diſcharged ; one Moiety ot ſaid Penalty to be to and for the Uſe of the 
Poor of ſaid Town of Boon, and the other Moiety to him or them whoſhall 
inform, complain and ſue for the ſame, to be recovered by Action, Bill, Plaint, 
or Information, before any of hisMajeſty'sCourts of Record within theCounty 
of Suffolk, and upon Refuſal thereof ſuch Perſon ſhall ſuffer three Months 
| Impriſonment without Bail or Mainprize. 

And be it further enacted, That noPerſon ſhall from and after the Pub- 
3 ou lication of this Act diſcharge any Gun or Piſtol charged with Shot or Ball in 
Guns — 5 the Town of Boston (the Iſlands thereto belonging excepted) or in any Part 
Piſtols loaden of the Harbour between the Caſtle and ſaid Town, on Pain of forfeiting forty 
with Shot or $Zz}/;ngs each Gun or Piſtol ſo fired or diſcharged, to be recovered before one 
Dat. or more of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace tor the County of Suffolk, and 
diſpoſed of in Manner as aforeſaid, or ſhall ſuffer ten Days Impriſonment. 
And for the more effectual Conviction ot any Perſon or Perſons ſo offending, 
it ſhall be lawful for anyPerſon to ſeize and take intoCuſtody anyGun ſo fired 
off, and deliver the ſame to one of the next Jultices of the Peace in ſaid Town 
of Boſton, in order to its being produced at Time of Trial. . 
Provided nevertheleſs, That this Law ſhall not be ſo conſtrued or underſtood 
as to prevent Soldiers in their common training Days with the Leave and by 
Order of the Commiſſion Officers of the Company to which they belong, or 
other Perſons at other Times with the Leave of one or more of theFieldOtficers 
of the Regiment in Boſton, from firing at a Mark or Target for the Exerciſe 
of their Skill and Judgment, provided it be done at the lower End of the 
Common; nor from firing at a Mark from the ſeveral Batteries inthe Town 

of Boſton, with the Leave of the Captain General, and no where elſe. 


Limitation. This Law to continue and be in Force for the Space of three Years,and no 
longer 
— * 


Further continued to March 25. 1760. And 13 the End of the then next Seſſion of the 


General Curt. 


Proviſo. 


6 


t 
An Act in Addition to the ſeveral Acts for rhe better regu 


lating the Indians. | 


Preamble. JJ HERE AS the ſeveral Laws already in Force are inſufficient for the well re- 
gulating of the Indian Natives of this Province in their ſeveral Plantations : 

Three proper . Be it enacted by the Governour, Council and IDouſe of Repre- 
Perſons tobe [entatives, That there be three proper Perſons appointed for the future by 
appointed as this Court near to every Indian Plantation in this Province, Guardians to the 
SO. :* ſaid Indians in their reſpective Plantations, who are hereby impowered to take 
their reſpec- into their Hands the ſaid Indians Lands, and allot to the ſeveral Indians of the 
tive Plancati- ſeveral Plantations, ſuch Parts of the ſaid Lands and Meadows as ſhall be ſuffi- 
ons. cient for their particular Improvement from Time to Time during theConti- 
nuance of this Act; and the Remainder, if any there be, ſhall be let out by the 

Guardians of the ſaid reſpective Plantations to ſuitable Perſons for a Term 

not exceeding the Continuance of this Act: And ſuch Part of the Income 

thereof as is neceſſary ſhail be applied for the Support of ſuch of the Proprie- 

tors in their reſpective Plantations as may be lick or unable to ſupport them 


ſelves; and the Surpluſage thereof, if any there be,ſhall be diſtributed amongſt 


them p 
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them according to their reſpective Rights or Iatereſt for providing Neceſſaries 
for themſelves and Families, and for the Payment of their juſt Debts, at the 
Diſcretion of their ſaid-. Guardians, and that the reſpective Guardians aforeſaid 
be hereby impowered and enabled in their own Names and in their Capacities 
as Guardians to bring forward and maintain any Action or Actions tor any 
Treſpaſs or Treſpaſſes that may be committed on the ſaid Indian Land, and 
that any Liberty or pretended Liberty, obtained from any Indian or Indians 
for cutting off any Timber, Wood, Hay, milking Pine Trees, carrying off any 
Ore, or planting of or improving ſaid Lands, ſhall not be any Bar to ſaid 
Guardians in their ſaid Action or Actions. 

Provided, That nothing in this Act ſhall be underſtood to Bar anyPerſon prise. 
or Perſons from letting Creatures run upon the ſaidIndians unimprov*dLands f 
that lie common and contiguous to other Towns or Proprietors. 

And it is alſo further provided, That nothing in this Act ſhall be underſtood Further Pro- 
to Bar any Indian or Indians from felling their Lands where there is any viſo. 
former Patent or Court Grant for the ſame. 

And be it further enacted, That no Action ſhall be brought againſt any i 
of the ſaid Indians for any Debt hereafter to be by them contracted with an 3 = 
Engliſh Perſons for any Sum exceeding fen Shilling, except the ſame be firſt ad oy 
examined and allowed by the Court of General S:Mons of the Peace for the Indian for 
County where ſuch Indian or Indians live; or the reſpective Guardians of fuch more than 
Plantations where ſuch Indian or Indians live, except Specialties approbated * 8 
according to the Law of this Province made in the fourth and fifth Year of .. 
the Reign of his Majeſty King George the firſt, Iutitled, An Af in Addition to 
the Af for preventing Abuſes to the Indians, made in the twelfth Year of King 
William. 


And be it kurther enacted, That che ſeveral Guardians aforeſaid ſhall Gan ent 60 


keep a fair Account of their Proceedings in the abovelaid Affair, to be by keep a fair 


them laid before the General Court from Year to Year, by ſaid Court to be Account, &c. 
adjuſted and allowed of. 


This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of ſeven Years from 


the Publication thereof, and from thence to the End of the nextSeflion of the Limitation. 
General Court, and no longer. 


Continued is June 23. 1758. 


— —— Co — — —— ——— 


Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
jeſty's Province of the Maſjachufetts-Bay in New-England : Be- 
gun and Held at Bo/t» upon Wedneſday the twenty-eight 
Day of May 1746, and continued by Adjournments to Wedneſ- 

day the twenty-fourth Day of December following. 


n 


| CH A 2. . 5 
An Act more effectually to prevent profane Curſing and 
Eh Swearing. 


| f 1) R iSMUCH as the horrible, impicus and execrable Vices of profane 


Curſing and Swearing ( ſo highly diſpleaſing to Almighty GOD and offen/ive Preamble. 
to everyChriſtian) are become ſo trequent and notorious, that unleſs ſpeedily 
and effefFually puniſhed, they may juſily provoke the divine Vengeance to 

increaſe the many Calamities this People now labour unden; And whereas the 

Laus now in Being for puniſhing thoſe Crimes have not anſwered the good Inten- 


1 tions for which they were deſigned : : 


FE] Be 
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Penalty for Be it therefoze enacted by the Governour, Council and Houſe 
profane Cur- of Repreſentatives, That from and after the twentieth Day of February 
ing or Swear Inſtant, if any Perſon or Perſons that have arrived at Diſcretion, in the Judg- 
858 ment of the Juſtice betore whom the Conviction may be, ſhall profanely Curſe 
or Swear in the Hearing of any Juſtice of the Peace, or being charged there- 
with thall confeſs ſuch Oftence, or be otherwiſe convicted thereof on the Oath 
ot any Sheriff, Deputy-Sheriff, Coroner, Conſtable,Grand- Juror or Tything- 
Man, where ſuch Evidence ſhall be ſatisfactory to the Juſtice that ſhall take 
Cognizance of rhe Offence, or on the Oath of any one or more Witneſs or 
Witneſſes where the Evidence ſhall be ſatisfaQory as aforeſaid, every Perſon 
lo offending ſhall forfeit and pay (for the Uſe of the Poor of the Town where 
ſuch Offeace is committed) a Sum not exceeding eight Shillings nor leſs than 
four, according to the Aggravations of the Offence and the Quality and Cir- 
cumſtances of the Offender in the Judgment of the Juſtice or Court betore 
whom the Conviction is; And in Cole the ſame Perſon or Perſons ſha!l after 
Conviction offend a ſecond Time, ſuch Offender or Offenders ſhall forfeit and 
pay double, and it a third Time treble theSum forteited on the firſtConviction, 
and the like Sum on every Conviction afterwards : And if on any Trial and 
Conviction Proof ſhall be made that more than one profane Oath or Curſe 
were uttered by the ſame Perſon at the ſame Time, and in the Preſence or 
Hearing of the ſame Witneſs or Witneſſes, the Perſon ſo offending, for every 
profane Oath or Curſe ſo uttered, after the firit, ſhall forfeit and pay a Sum 
not under one Shilling, nor exceeding two Shillings : And in Cale any Perſon 
convicted of profane Curling or Swearing ſhall not immediately pay theSum 
or Sums ſo forfeited, he ſhall be committed to the common Goal or Houſe of 
Correction, there to remain not exceeding ten Days nor leſs than five Days. 
Proviſo. Provided always, And it is hereby enatted, 1 hat in Cale any common Sol- 
; dier in his Majeſty's Service, or any common Sailor or Seaman belonging to 
any Ship or Veſſel ſhall be convicted of profane Curſing or Swearing as afore- 
ſaid, and ſhall not immediately pay down the Penalty by him forfeited, ſuch. 
common Soldier or Seaman, inſtead of being commirted as aforeſaid,ſhall b 
the ſaid Juſtice of the Peace be ordered to be publickly ſet in the Stocks or 
Cage for the firſt Offence not exceeding three Hours, aad for the ſecond or 
any afterOffence ſhall be publickly whip'd notexceeding twenty nor leſs than 
ten Stripes: And if any Indian Negro or Molatto Slave, ſhall be convicted 
of profane Swearing and Curſing, and the Fine is not immediately paid, ſuch 
Slave ſhall be publickly whip'd by Order of ſuch Juſtice not exceeding twenty 
| Stripes nor leſs than ten. 
Sheriff &c. to And be it further enacted, Thar if anyPerſon orPerſons ſhall profanely 
apprehend Swear or Curſe in the Hearing of any Sheriff, Deputy-Sherift or Conſtable, 
9898 they and each of them are hereby authorized and required to apprehend and 
8 this Jecure ſuchOffender or Offenders being unknown to them, and to require ſuit- 
AR, ableAid therein,and him or them forthwith to carry before ſomeJuſtice of the 
Peace for the ſame County, that ſo ſuch Offender or Offenders may be con- 
victed and puniſhed for the ſaid Offence : And in Cale any Perſon profanely 
Swearing or Curſing in the Hearing of any Sheriff, Deputy-Sheriff, Coroner, 
Conſtable, Grand- Juror or Tything-Man, ſhall be known to any or either of 
them, ſuchSheriff, Under- Sheriff, Coroner, Conſtable, Grand- Juror or 1 ything- 
Man, ſhall and is hereby required forthwith to give Information thereof to 
ſome Juſtice of the Peace of the ſame County, in order that the Offender or 
Offenders may be convicted and puniſhed for the ſame in Manner and Form 
as in and by this Act is directed. 
And be it further enated, That every Juſtice of the Peace before whom 
any Perſon or Perſons ſhall be convicted of profane Curling or Swearing, ſhall 
cauſe the Conviction to be drawn up in the Form following: Suffolk 


—— 
— 


* 
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Suffolk . Be it remembred, Tha! on the Day of in the Form of 
Year of his Majeſty's Reign, A. B. was convicted before me one of his Conviction, 
Majefty's Juſtices of the Peace for the County of of ſwearing one 
[or more] profane Oath [or Oaths] or of uttering one [or more] profane 


Curſe or Curſes [as the Caſe ſhall be] Given under my Hand and Seal the 
Day and Year aforeſaid. | 


Which ſaid Form and Convifion ſhall be deemed and taken to be final to 
all Intents and Purpoſes (ſaving as herein is after expreſſed;) And the ſaid 
Juſtice before whom ſuchConviction ſhall be,ſhall cauſe the ſame to be fairly 
wrote over, and returned to the then next Court of General Seſſions of the 
Peace for the County where the Offence is committed, there to be read in 
open Court, and to be filed by the Clerk of the Peace, and remain and be 
kept amongſt the Records of ſaid Court. 

Saving always, And it is hereby provided and enacted, That when _ 
any Perſon ſhall be convicted before a Juſtice of the Peace of profaneCurſing — 
or Swearing, if the Defendant ſhall confeſs the Words alledged to have been 
uttered, and ſhall plead ſpecially that the Words ſpoken do not amount to or 
import a profane Oath or Curſe within the Meaning and Intention of this Act, 
in ſuch Cale it ſhall and may be lawful for {uchDetendant to appeal from the 
Sentence of the Juſtice before whom he was conviRed, to the Juſtices of the 
ſame County in cheir then next General Scſſions of the Peace, who ſhall hear 
and finally determine the ſame,theAppellant claiming his Appeal at the Time 
of declaring the {aidSentence,and recognizing withSurcties in a reaſonableSum 
not exceeding five Pounds to pioſecute his Appeal withEffect,and to perform 
the Order of the ſaid Court thercon. 

And be it further enacted. That if any jus ice of the Peace (upon due 
Information and Complaint made againſt any Perſoa or Perſons for profane he for 
Curling or Swearing) ſhall wittingly and wiltully omit tnePertormance of his — 
Duty in the Execution of this Act, he ſhall forteir and pay the Sum of fe Duty. 
Pounds,oneMoiety thereof to the Informer that ſhall ſue for the ſame, and the 
other Moiety to theUſe of the Poor of the Town where he reſides, to be recovered 
by Action or Information in any of his Majeſty's Courts of Record within the 
reipective Counties where ſuch Offence is committed; And no Eſſoin, Pro- 
tection or Wager of Law ſha]l be allowed, or more than one Imparlance. | 

And be it further enacted, That it anyConſtable,Grand- Juror, I 'ything- Penalty for 
Man, or other Officer enjoined by this Act to inform againit the Violaters Conttables, 
of it, ſhall wittingly and willingly omit the Performance of his Duty in the &c. omitting 
Execution of this Act, and be thereof duly convicted before any Juſtice of the their Duty. 
Peace for the County where ſuchOffence is committed, he ſhall forieit and pay 
the Surn of forty Stillings, to be levied and recovered by Diſtreſs and Sale of 
tne Offender's Goods and Chattels, by Virtue of a Warrant under the Hand 
and Seal of ſuchJuſtice,to be diſpoſed of, one Moiety thereof to the Informer, 
the other Moiety to the Uſe of the Poor of the Town where the Offence is 
committed : And in Caſe ſuch Offender ſhall not have ſufficient Goods and 
Chattels whereon to levy the ſaid Penalty, it ſhall and may be lawful for ſuch 
Juſtice of the Peace to commit the Offender to Goal for theSpace of ſixDays, 
there to remain without Bail or Mainprize. 

And be it further enacted, That if any Perſon being required to give 
Aid to any Sheriff, Deputy-Sheriff or Conſtable, as by this Act is provided, Penalty for 
ſhall neglect or refuſe the ſame, and be thereof convict before any Juſtice of mw ++: 
the Peace, by the Oath of any ſuch Sheriff, Deputy-Sheriff or Conſtable, or to give Kid 

other legal Witneſs or Witneſſes to the Satisfaction of ſuch juſtice, ſuch Perſon & 
o refuſing ſhall forfeit and pay the Sum of forty Shillings, the one Half to the 

Informer, 
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Proprietors of private Ways. 


Proviſo. 


This Act re- 


commended 


to be read, &c. 


This Act to 
be read at 
the opening 
of Courts. 


Limitation. 


Preamble. 


Proprietors 
and Occu- 


pants of pri- 


vate Ways 
may apply 
ſor a Mect- 
ing, &c. 


Major Part 


may agree for 
calling tuture 


Meetings. 


Informer, and the other Half to the Poor of the Town where the Offence is com- 
mitted : And every Perſon givingAid as before is provided in this Act ſhall re- 


ceivethe ſameAllowance therefor as is by Law made to Witneſſes in civilCauſes. 


Provided always, And it is hereby enacted, That no Perſon ſhall be 


proſecuted or troubled for any Offence againſt this Law, unleſs the ſame be 
proved or proſecuted within twentyDays next after theOffence is committed. 


And that no Perſon may plead Ignorance of this Law, but that it may be gene- 


rally known, Be it further enacted, That immediately after the Publication 
of it from the Cuurt-Houſe in Boſton,a printed Copy of this Act ſhall be tranſ- 


mitted to every Miniſter within the Government, to whom it is hereby re- 
commended to read or cauſe the ſame to be publickly read beſore their ſeveral 
Congregations immediately on his receiving the ſame; and alſo on the Lord's- 
Pay next ſucceeding the Choice of Town-Officers yearly during the Conti- 
nuance of this Act. 

And be it further enacted. That the Juſtices of the Court of Aſſize and 
General Goal Delivery, and the Juſtices of the Peace for the ſeveral Counties 
within this Province at their General Seſſions ſhall cauſe this Act to be pub- 
lickly read at the opening of their reſpective Courts from Time to Time. 

This Act to continue and be inForce lor the Term of threeYears from the 


Publication thereof, and to the End of the then next Seſion of the General 
Court, and no longer. 
Continued till March 25. 1760. And "till the End of the then next Seſſion of the 


General Court. 


[ The foregoing AB was Publiſbed February 13th 1746. } 


CH: AP, VI. 
An Act to enable the Proprietors of private Ways to repair 


them in an equal Manner. 


HEREAS there are many private Ways in this Province which are ſeldom 
uſed but by the Purchaſers or Proprietors of them, or the Owners of the 
Lands to which ſuch Ways lead, and are therefore not repaired by theTowns 
in which they reſpectively lie, nor have the Proprietors er rightful Occupants of 


ſuch Ways any Power by the Laws of this Province lo compel their being repaired 


by or among themſelves : 

To prevent therefore the Inconveniencies which do or may thence ariſe : 

BL it enacted by the Hovernour, Council and Houſe of Repre- 
ſentatives, That when and fo often as any Number of the Proprietors and 
righttul Occupants of any private Way (where there are more than four of 
them) ſhall judge a Proprietors Meeting neceſſary, three of them applying to 
ajuitice of the Peace in theCounty where ſaid Way lies, ſuch Juſtice is hereby 
impowered to grant a Warrant for calling the ſame, or otherwiſe one fourth 
Part of the {aid Proprietors may of themſelves call ſuch Meeting; in either 
Caſe to be done by Warrant under the Hand of ſaid Juſtice or fourth Part 
reſpectively, poſted up in ſome publick Place or Places in the Town or Towns 
where ſuch Way is, ſeven Days before the Time appointed for ſuch Meeting, 
ſignifying the Time, Place and Buſineſs thereof: And the major Part of the 
Proprietors and rightful Occupants ſo aſſembled ſhall have full Power to agree 
on any other Way of calling tuture Meetings, to chooſe a Clerk, and a Sur- 
veyor, who ſhall be ſworn to the faithful Diſcharge of their reſpective Truſts 
as Town Officers are; and ſuch Surveyor ſhall have the ſame Power, with 
Reſpect to ſuch Ways as the Surveyors of High Ways are by Law inveſted 
with, and ſhall be governed by the ſame Rules as are preſcribed by Law for 
their Direction; each Proprietor's and Occupant'sProportion of Labour to be 
determined by a major Vote of thoſe preſent at ſuch Meeting: And in Caſe 
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of the Default of any Proprietor or Occupant in attending ſaid Work by 2 
himſelf or other ſufficient Perſon in his Stead, to be ſubject to the ſame Fines 
and Penalties as in Caſe of High Ways, and be recovered in the ſame Manner, 
and applied to the ſame U ſes. 
This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of three Years from Limitation, 


and after the Publication thereof, and no longer. 


Reviv'd and Continu'd till March 25. 1760. And to the End of the then next 
Seſſin of the General Court. 


[ The foregoing Att was Publiſhed March 2. 1746. 


Acts and Laws, 
Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 


* 


— — ——ꝛ—ßi,QqdC9.—ñ—ñ—— 


—— ——w—c 4. _ : 


CHAP. VII. | 
An Act for the better regulating Swine. 


E it enacted dy the Governour, Council and Houſe of Re- 
preſentatives, That from and after the Publication of this Act, no 
Swine ſhall be ſuffered 'to go at Large, or be out of the Incloſure of 
the Owner thereof, under the Penalty of one Shilling for each Swine for the 
firſt Offence, and two Shillings for each Offence after the firſt, together with 
Coſts of Proſecution, to be forfeited and paid by the Owner of ſuch Swine 
found going at Large as aforeſaid ; whichFine or Forfeiture, together with the 
Charge of Proſecution, may be recovered by the proper Hogreeves, or any other 
Perſon, by Bill, Plaint or Information, before any one of hisMajeſty's Juſtices 
of the Peace in ſuch County where ſuch Forfeiture ſhall ariſe,or by impound- 
ing ſuch Swine,and proceeding with them as the Law hath directed in Caſe 
of impounding. 
And whereas it may ſo happen that the Owner of ſuch Swine as go at large 


m. Ir 


ſhall have Power to impound them : and if no Owner appear within forty- 
eight Hours, or appearing,do neglect or refuſe to pay the Forfeiture, together 
with the Charges, that then the Party impounding them ſhall cauſe them to 
be cried, or poſted up in the Town where they are impounded, and in the 
Towns next adjoining ; and ſhall likewiſe cauſe theMarks of theSwine to be 
entred with the Town-Clerk, and ſhall relieve ſuch Swine with neceſſary Food 
during the Time they are in Pound; and if no Owner appear, and pay the 
ſaid Penalty and Charges within ten Days after ſuch Impounding, then ſuch 
Swine ſhall be ſold at an Outcry to the higheſt Bidder,by two ſuitablePerſons 
to be appointed and ſworn to the faithful Diſcharge of their Truſt by the next 
Juſtice of the Peace,or Town-Clerk where no Juſtice dwells, which Sellers 
{hall give publick Notice of theTime and Place of ſuchSale twenty fourHours 
before Hand, and out of the Proceeds of ſuch Sale ſhall pay unto the Party 
the ſaid Forfeiture and Coſts, as by Bill allowed by ſaidJuſtice or TownClerk, 
and the Surpluſage thereof he ſhall deliver to the Treaſurer of ſuch Town,to 
be kept for the unknownOwner ; and if noOwner do appear within theSpace 
of one Year, then the Town Treaſurer ſhall deliver the one Half of the Sur- 
Pluſage to the Proſecutor,and the other Half to the Overſeers of the Poor tor 
the Uſe of the Poor of ſuch Town. 

5 =$ Provided 


Swine not to 
go at large 
on Penalty. 


. Swine to be 
may not be known ; In ſuchCaſe the Party that finds anySwine going at Large * 


and fold if no 
Owner ap- 


pear, 
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Pi oviſo. 


Swine going 
at large to be 
yoked. 


Sofficient 
Yoke. 


{> mreeves to 
>. annually 
choſen. 


Penalty for 
Neglect or 
Refuſal. 


Limitation. 


. 


Provided nevertheleſs, That it ſhall be in the Power of any Town, in aTown- 
Meeting for that Purpoſe appointed, from Time to Time by a Vote, to give 
Liberty ſor Swine going at Large within the Bounds of ſuch Town; and in 
ſuch Caſe it ſhall be lawful for any and every Perſon andPerſons to ſuffer his 
or their Swine to go at Large; any Thing in this Act contained to the con- 
trary notwithſtanding. 

Provided always, That every Perſon ſuffering his Swine to ga at Large by 
Virtue of ſuch Town Vote, ſhall before he ſuffer his Swine to go at Large as 
aforeſaid, cauſe each of them to be well and ſufficiently ringed in theNoſe and 
yoked,and conſtantly kept ſo ringed and yoked ; otherwile he ſhall be liable 
to and ſhall pay the Forfeiture and Coſt, as is by this Act before mentioned and 
provided; ſaving that they may go unyoked from the laſt Day of OZober to 
the firſt Day ,of April. | = 

And to the Inten! all Per ſons may know what a ſufficient Yoking doth mean; 
It is hereby declared, That no Yoke ſhall be accounted ſufficient which 
is not the full Depth of the Swine's Neck, above theNeck, and Half ſo much 
below the Neck, and the Soal or Bottom of the Yoke three Times as long as 
the Breadth or Thickneſs of the Swine's Neck. 

And for the rendring this Ad more effeftual, Be it further enacted, That 
every Town within the Province at their annual Meeting in March for the 
Choice of Town Officers, ſhall chuſe two or more Hogreeves (but not the 
ſame Perſons more than once in four Tears) and inCaſe any Town ſhall at any 
Time hereafter negle& to chuſe Hogreeves at ſuch Meeting, that in every 
ſuch Caſe theSelect- Men of the Town are impowered and required to appoint 
Hogreeves, until a ſuitable Number do accept and are ſworn ; whoſe Duty it 
ſhall be upon Complaints to them or either of them made, to take due Care 
that this Act be duly obſerved, and to proſecute theBreakers thereof; which 
Hogreeves ſhall be ſworn to the faithful and impartialDiſcharge of their Officę; 
and if any Perſon ſo choſen or appointed ſhall refuſe or neglect forthwith to 
be ſworn as aforeſaid, or ale his Duty in ſaid Office, he ſhall forfeit and 
pay twenty Shillings to the Uſe of the Poor of ſuch Town, and upon his Refu- 
ſal another ſhall be forthwith appointed in his Room by the Select Men, to 
be under the like Penalty, and fo *till others will accept the ſaid Office, which 
Penalty ſhall be recovered by a Proſecution before one of his Majeſty's Juſtices 
of the Peace in the County where ſuch Perſon dwells : And if upon Neglect 
of any Town to chuſe (according as by this Act they are required) the 
Select-Men of ſuch Town ſhall fail of appointing Hogreeves as they are by 
this Act directed, they ſhall forfeit and pay the Sum of ;wenty Pounds for ſuch 
Neglect,the one Half to his Majeſty tor and towards the Support of the Go- 
vernment,the other Half to him or them that ſhall proſecute for ſuch Neglect 
in any of his Majeſty's Courts of Record within this Province; and it it ſhall 
appear that any of the Select Men were ready and willing to do their Duty 
required by this Act, the Penalty or Forfeiture ſhall be laid on thoſe only who 
ſhall be negligent of their Duty by this Act required. 

Provided, That this Act continue and be in Force for theSpace of tenYears 


from the Publication thereof, and to the End of the then next Sitting of the 
General Court, and no longer. 
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Noſſett-Meadow. Sandy-Neck Meadow. 
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| CHAP. VII. 
AnAct to prevent Damage being doneunto/Voſſert-Meadmno, 
by Cattle and Horſe- Kind feeding on the Beach ad joining 
thereto. 


TY HEREAS many Perſons frequently drive Numbers of Neat Cattle andUorſe- 
Kind to feed upon the Beach called Noſſett- Beach adjoining to Noſſett-Mea- 
dow in Eaſtham, whereby theGround is much broken and the Sand blown away, 


ſo that the ſaid Beach is in great Danger of being totally broke away, and by that 


Means the Meadow adjoining will be greatly damnified, if not wholly loſt : 

Be it theretoze enacted by the Hovernour, Council and Houſe of 
Repreſentatives, That the Proprietors of the Meadow and Beach called 
Noſſett- Beach and Meadow are hereby impowered at their ownCoſt andCharge 
according to each ones Intereſt, to erect and maintain a Fence, ſuch a one as 
they ſhall agree upon, from the encloſed Land of Fo/ephMayo,to the ſoutherly 
End of the Land called the Table- Land at the Sea-Side, for the Preſervation 
of ſaid Beach and Meadow. 

And it is further enacted, That from and after the Publication of this 
Act, no Perſon or Perſons ſhall preſume to turn or drive any Neat Cattle or 
Horſe Kind, upon ſaid Meadow or Beach between the firſt of March and the 
laſt of November annually, upon the Penalty of ten Shillings a Head for all 
Neat Cattle and Horſe-Kind that ſhall be turned or found feeding on ſaid 
Beach andMeadow between the ſaid firſt of March and laſtDay of November 
aforeſaid, which Penalty ſhall be recovered by the Select- Men orTreaſurer of 
the ſaid Town of Eaſtham, or any other Perſon that ſhall inform and ſue for 
the ſame, the one Half of the ſaid Forfeiture to him or them whoſhall inform 
and ſue for the ſame, the other Half to be to and for the Uſe of the Poor of 
ſaid Town. | 

And be it further enacted, That if any Neat Cattle or Horſe-Kind 
ſhall at any Time hereatter be found feeding on the ſaidBeach or Meadow be- 
tween the firſt of March and laſt of November as aforeſaid, that it ſhall and 
may be lawful for any Perſon to impound the ſame, and to proceed in every 
other Reſpect agreable to an Act made in the ſixteenth Year of his preſent 
Majeſty's Reign Intitled An Ad to prevent Damage being done untoBillingſgate- 
Bay in tbe Town of Eaſtham by Cattle and Horſe- Kind and Sheep feeding on the 
Beach and Mands adjoining thereto, and ailo ſaid Town to proceed in the Me- 
thod mentioned in the aforeſaid Act in their Choice of Officers, to look after 
ſaid Neſſeti- Meadow and Beach. GE 

This Act to continue and be in Force. for the Space of five Years from the 
Publication thereof, and no longer. 


Revd and Continu'd to the End of the 7 5 of the General Court, 
next following the 25th of March 1761. 
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CHAP, WII. : 
An Act to prevent the Deſtruction of the Meadow called 


Sandy-MNeck-Meadow in Barnſtable, and for the better 
Preſer vation of the Harbour there. 


N HERE 11S there is a certain percel of Salt Meade called Sandy-Neck- 
Meadow in theTawnſhip of Barnſtable,on which many of the Inhabitants 
of that aud other Towns, greatly depend for their Hay, and the ſaid Meadow lies 
adjoining to a Sandy Beach near ſix Miles in Length, on which no Fence can be 
made io ſtand ; and by Reaſon of Neat Cattle and Horſes being turned thereon to 


high Winds and Storms the Sand blows upon ſaid Meadew,and into ſaid e 
an 


Preamble. 


Proprietors 
impowred to 
erect and 
maintain a 
Fence. 


Penalty for 
turning or 
driving Cattle 
to feed on 
Naſſett· Mea- 
dew, &c. 


Cattle found 
feeding con- 
trary to this 
Act to be im- 
pounded, &c. 


Limitation. 


Preamble. 


feed, theBeachGraſs is deſtroyed, and the ſaid Beach trod looſe, by Reaſon whereof in 
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66 Sandy-Neck Meadow. 
and the whole of ſaid Meadows are in great Danger of being covered with Sand, 
and alſo ſaid Harbour in great Danger of being ſpoiled by the Sand's blowing 
therein, if not timely prevented : 
No Perſon to 


turn or drive 
Cattle, &c on 
Sandy Neck 
on Penalty. 


Cattle, &c. 
ſound feed- 
ing contrary 
to this Act to 
be impound- 
ed, &c. 


Officers to 
be annually 
chaſen. 


Penalty for 
refnſing. 


Limitation. 


Be it therefoze enatted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of 
Repreſentatives. That from and after the Publication ot this Act noPerſon 


or Perſons ſhall preſume to turn or drive any Neat Cattle or Horſe-Kind, 
to or upon ſaid Seandy-Neck, any where to the Eaſtward of Sandwich Line, to 
feed thereon, upon the Penalty of 4en Shillings a Head, for all Neat Cattle and 
Horſe-Kind, that ſhall be turned or found feeding on ſaid Neck or Meadow 
adjoining, which Penalty ſhall be recovered by the Select. Men or Treaſurer 
of ſaid Town of Barnſtable, or any other Perſon that ſhall inform and ſue for 
the ſame, the oneHalf of the ſaid Forfeiture to him or them who ſhall inform 
and ſue for the ſame, the other Half to be to and for the Uſe of the Poor of 
the ſaid Town. 

And be it further enated, That if anyNeatCattle or Horſe-Kind, ſhall 
at any Time hereafter be found feeding on the ſaid Sandy-Neck, and Meadows 
adjoining Eaſt of Sandwich Line, as atoreſaid ; that it ſhall and may be lawful 
for anyPerſon to impound the ſame, immediately giving Notice to the Owners 
if known,otherwiſe to give publick Notice thereof in the ſaid Town of Barn- 
ſtable, and the two next adjoining Towns, and the Impounder ſhall relieve the 
ſaidCreatures, with ſuitableMeat and Water while impounded,and it theOwner 
thereof appear he ſhall pay the Sum of wo Shillings and fix Pence to the Im- 

under, for each Neat Beaſt and Horſe-Kind, and the reaſonable Coſt of re- 
ſaving them, beſides the Pound Keeper's Fees : And if no Owner appear 
within the ſpace of ſix Days to redeem the ſaid Cattle or Horſe- Kind ſo im- 
pounded, and to pay the Damages and Coſts occaſioned by impounding the 
ſame, then and in every ſuch Caſe the Perſon or Perſons impounding ſuch 
Cattle or Horſe-Kind, ſhall cauſe the ſame to be fold at publick Vendue to 


pay the Coſts and Charges ariſing about the ſame ; publick Notice of the 


Time and Place of ſuch Sale to be given in ſaid Town of Barnſtable, and in 
the Town of Sandwich, forty eight Hours before Hand, and the Over-plus, (if 
any there be) ariſing by ſuch Sale, to be returned to theOwaer of ſuchCattle 
or Horſe-Kind at any Time within twelve Months next after, upon his de- 
manding the ſame ; but if no Owner appear within faid twelve Months, then 
the Over-plus ſhall be one Half tothe Party impounding, and the other Half 
to the Uſe of the Poor of the ſaid Town of Barnſtable. 


And be it further enacted, That the ſaid Town of Barnſtable at their 


Meeting in March annually for the Choice of Town- Officers, be authorized 
and impowered to chuſe one or more meet Perſon or Perſons, whoſe Duty it 
ſhall be to ſee that this Act be obſerved, and proſecute the Breakers thereof, 
who ſha]l be ſworn to the faithful Diſcharge ot their Office; and in Caſe any 
Perſon ſo choſen ſhall refuſe to be ſworn, he ſhall forfeit and pay tenSh1/lings 
to the Poor of ſaid Town of Barnſtable; and ſaid Town to proceed to 
chuſe others in their Room; and the ſaid Town of Barnſtable at a Town- 
Meeting warned for that Purpoſe may at any Time before March next, chuſe 
ſuch Officers, who ſhall continue to their annual Meeting in March next. 

This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space ot five Years from the 
Publication thereof, and no longer. | 


Reviv'd and Continued *till the End of the Seſſion of the General Court, next 
28 following the 25th of March 1761. 


[be three foregoing Ads were Publiſhed April 27th 1747. ] 
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TUild-Fowl. Gage of Cask. 
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Acts and Laws, 


Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
jeſty's Province of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay in New-England : Be- 
gun and Held at Boſton upon Wedneſday the twenty-ſeventh 
Day of May 1747. 


———_—— — 


GH A EF. 
An Act to prevent the Deſtruction of Wild Fowl. 
74 EREAS the Mater Foul of divers Kinds, which were wont in former Preamble. 


Years, in great Numbers, to frequent the maratime Towns of this Pro- 

vince, were of great Service and Benefit to the Inhabitants both for Meat 

and Feathers, but are noto in great Meaſure affrighted and driven away 
by many Perſons who have made Uſe of Floats or Raflts therein to go off as well 
by Night as by Day, to ſhoot them at a Diſtance from the Shoar upon the Flats 
and feeding Grounds, and from the Land by Night, which Prafices if continued, 
are likely to have the ill Effet lo cauſe the Fowl wholly to deſert and diſuſe 
the ſaid Towns : | 

For Prevention whereof ; 

Be it enatted by the Hovernour, Council and Houſe of Repre- Penalty for 
ſentatines, That it any Perſon or Perſons ſhall at any Time alter one Month uſing Floats 
from the Publication of this Act, make Ule of any Float, Raft, or Canoe, I as 
any ways trim'd or dreſs'd up, wherewith (by Night or by Day) to Approach : 
and ſhoot at any Water Fowl in any Part of this Province, or ſhoot at any 
ſuch Fowl by Night from the Land, or from out of any Boat, Canoe, Floar 
or other Veſſel, he or they ſo offending ſhall each of them forfeit and pay 
for the firſt Offence the Sum of /wenty Shillings to the Informer, to be re- 
covered before one of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace tor the County 
where the Fact ſhall be committed, and forty five Shillings for every Offence 
afterwards, to be recovered before theJuſtices of the Court of GeneralSeſſions 
of thePeace, by Bill Plaint or Information, the one Half to the Informer, and 
the other Half for the Uſe of the Poor of the Town where the Fact ſhall be 


committed. 


This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of five Vears from 
the Publication thereof, and no longer. 


Reviv'd and Continu'd till the End of the Seſſion of the General Court 
next following the 25th of March 1761. 


CHAT. 1, | 922 

An Act to prevent Deceit in the Gage of Caſk. 
HEREAS his Majeſty's good Subjects within this Province, are greatly 

damaged in the Make and Meaſure of their Caſk, and particularly thoſe Preamble. 
of Kum and Molaſſes, inaſmuch as the Hog ſheads and other Caſe, which 
ought to anſwer the Cage bythe Rod, have been pro ved, and uponTrial in their araw- 


ing off, there hath been wanting ſeven or eight Gallons, and ſometimes more in a 
Hog ſbead; which Perſons are obliged to pay for mere than they really receive: 


For Remedy whereof ; 


Be it enacted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of Repre- Rum and 
ſentatives, That all Rum and Molafles in Caſks of all Sorts from a Barrel Molaſſes to 
and upwards, that ſhall be expoſed to Sale, be mathematically gaged by be mathema- 
Guanter-Scale, and the Quantity faid Caſk can contain being full, to be = tically gaged. 

| 1 . an 


Limitation. 


” 


1747. Anno Regni Regis G EO R GII, II. Viceſimo Primo. 
68 Suncook Proprieto2s to raiſe Money. 


and marked on one Head by the Gager with a marking Iron; and the ſaid 
Gager ſhall demand and receive of the Owner or Owners of ſuch Rum or 
Molaſſes three Pence for every Caſk by him gaged as aforeſaid and no more. 
Juſtices in And be it further enacted, That the Juſtices of the Peace at their firſt 
_—_ Seſſions General Seſſions in each reſpective County of this Province, from the Pub- 
is 6 Gone lication of this AR, and afterwards yearly, ſhall in every Town where there 
or Gagers, {hall be Occaſion, chuſe and appoint a fit Perſon or Perſons to be a Gager 
or Gagers, who ſhall be Sworn to the due Execution of their Office by one 
of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace within the ſame County in the Words 
following, viz. 
Gagers Oath, You A. B. being appointed a Gager according to Law, do Swear, that you 
will from Time toTime diligently and faithfully diſcharge and execute theOffice of a 
Gager, within the Limits whereto you are appointed for the enſuing Year, and 
until another be choſen and ſworn in your Place, and that by, and in all the Par- 
ticulars mentioned in the Law, whereto your Office hath Relation; and you will 
do tberein impartially without Fear or Favour. So help you GOD. 
Penalty for And every Per ſon orPerſons who ſhall preſume to ſell any Rum orMolaſles, 
ſelling with- without being gaged as this Act direds, and having the Gager's Mark upon 
out the Ga- it, ſhall forfeit and pay for every Caſk, by him or them ſold contrary to the 
ger's Mark. true Intent and Meaning of this Act, the Sum of five Pounds, one Halt to 
the Poor of the Town where the Offence is committed, and the other Halt 
to the Informer, who ſhall inform and fue for the ſame, in any of his Majeſty's 
Courts of Record within this Proviace, 
Limitation, This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of ten Years from the 
Publication thereof, and no longer. 


[The two foregoing Adis were Publiſhed July 2d. 1747. ] 


An Act, 


Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
jeſty's Province of the Maſjachuſetts-Bay in New-England : Be- 
gun andHeld at Boſton uponWedneſday the twenty-ſeventhDay 
of May 1747, and continued by Adjournments to Wedneſday 
the twelfth Day of Auguſt following. 


— 


— — ꝶꝗ—— — 


CHAP. III. 
An Act to enable the Proprietors of Sumcool, to raiſe Money 


for the Support of their preſent Miniſter. 


Preamble. | | FH EREAS the Proprietors of Suncook are under a ſpecial Covenant to 


ſupport the Rev. Mr. Whittemore the preſent Paſtor of the Church 
rhere, but ky Reaſon of the late Order of his Majeſty in Council, reſpect- 
ins the Northern Boundary of this Province, a Difficulty bas ariſen in 
aſſeſſing and collecting Money for the Purpoſes aforeſaid, whereby confiderable In- 


conveniencies have ariſen 
For the Removal of which the Aid of this Court is neceſſary: 


Be it therefore enaited by the Governour, Council and Houſe of 

Sncook Pro- Repreſentatives, That it ſhall be in the Power of the ſaid Proprietors 
2 % of Suncook, to aſlemble and meet at the Dwelling- Houſe of Henry Abbot of 
aiſernbld and Andover, in the County of Eſſex Innholder, on the third Tueſday of Oober 
meet to chuſe next, at two o'Clock in the Afternoon, to chuſe a Moderator andClerk, and 
Ofticers, &c. raiſe Money on ſaid Proprietors neceſſary to enable them to fulfill the ſaid 
Covenant, and to defrey the Charge of the Law Suit that has already been 

. brought 
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Eaſe of Priſoners for Debt. 


-  —— ñ — — 


brought by the ſaid Miniſter againſt the ſaid Proprietors, and the neceſſary 
Expence of aſſeſſing and collecting the ſame ; alſo to chuſe AſteiTrs, Col- 
lectors, and a Treaſurer, for aſſeſſing collecting and receiving the Sum and 
Sums ſo raiſed, and to chuſe a Committee to call the ſaid Proprietors toge- 
ther in March yearly, and at ſuch other Times as ſhall be found neceſſary tor 
raiſing Money to enable them from Time to Time to fulfill the Covenant 
aforeſaid, and to detrey other neceſſary miniſterialCharges for the future, and 
to chuſe other Officers as Occaſion may require, the ſaid Officers to obſerve 
the ſame Rules in aſſeſſing and collecting the reſpective Sums that may be 


granted, to be raiſed as aforeſaid, as the Pariſh Aſſeſſors and Collectors are by 
Law obliged to obſerve, and to be veſted with the ſame Power, 


And to the Intent the ſaid Meeting in October next may be ſeaſonably known ; 


Ordered, That Benjamin Fohnſon of Woburn, be directed to give Notice 
thereof in the Boſton Weekly Gazette, on each of the four Weeks that ſhall 


next ſucceed the Publication of this Act, ſetting forth the Time, Place and 
Buſineſs of their ſaid Meeting. 


This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of five Years from 
the Publication thereof, and no longer. 
Reviv'd and Cintinu'd till June 234 1758. 


The foregoing dt was Puzliſhed September 14. 1747. 


An Act, 


Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
jelty's Province of the Mafſachuſetts-Bay in New-England : Be- 
gun and Held at Beſton upon Wedneſday the twenty-fifth 
Day of May 1748, and continued by Prorogations to Wedneſ- 
day the twenty- ſixth Day of Odlober following, and then met. 


— 


— — — — — ͥ ͤ . — — — — 


— 
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LEO a 
An Act for the Eaſe of Priſoners for Debt. 


ORASMUCH as in divers Counties within this Province the Priſons are 
ſo ſmall, that when there are any Numbers of Priſoners, there are not 


Rooms or Apartments ſufficient for the receiving and ſecuring of them, 
without lodging Felons and other Criminals and Priſoners for Debt together 
in one and the ſame Room; which is very inconvenient : | 

Be it therefo2e enacted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of 
Renreſentatives., That in the leveral Counties within this Province, the 
Priſons that are or ſhall be erected within the ſaid Counties, ſhall be made fo 
large as that there may be ſufficient and convenient Apartments for the receiv- 
ing and lodging of Priſoners for Debt, ſeperate and diſtin& from Felons and 
other Criminals. 

And be it further enacted, That any Perſon impriſoned for Debt either 
upon mean Proceſs or Execution, ſhall be permitted and allowed to have a 
Chamber and Lodging in any of the Houſes or Apartments belonging to ſuch 
Priſons, and Liberty of the Yard within the ſame in the Day time, but not 
to paſs without the Limits of the Priſon, upon reaſonable Payment to be 
made for Chamber Room, not exceeding one Shilling and fix Pence per Week, 
ſuch Priſoner giving Bond to the Sheriff with two ſufficient Sureties being 
Freeholders, bound jointly and ſeverally in double the Sum for which he is 
impriſoned, with the Condition under-written in Form following, vi. 


« That 


Limitation. 


Preamble. 


Priſons to be 
made with 
convenient 
Apartments. 


Debtors to 
have ſeperate 
Apartments. 
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70 Partition of Lands. 
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Form of the « That if the above-bounden 4. B. now Priſoner in his Majeſty's Goal 
Bond to be in B. within the County of S. at the Suit of C. D. do and ſhall from ; 
EYES e henceforth continue and be a true Priſoner in theCuſtody, Guard and 3 
e ſafe keeping of J. S. Keeper of the ſame Priſon, and in the Cuſtody, 
“ Guard and ſafe keeping of his Deputy, Officers and Servants, or ſome 
«© one of them, within the Limits of the faid Priſoa until he ſhall be 
e Jawfully diſcharged, without committing any Manner of Eſcape or 
* Eſcapes during the Time of his Reſtraint, then this Obligation to be 
© void, or elſe to abide in full Force and Virtue.” 

. And in Caſe of any Eſcape the whole Penalty of ſuch Bond ſhall be to 
2 and for the Uſe of the Creditor, and ſuch Bond ſhall be transferred and aſſign'd 
ditors, over to the Creditor by the Sheriff, with full Power to enable him to put the 
| ſame in Suit; and the Creditor ſhall recover the wholeSum therein expreſſed, 

and the Court ſhall make up Judgment accordingly ; and theSheriff deliver- 

ing up ſuch Bond to the Creditor ſo aſſigned as atoreſaid, ſhall not be liable 

to any Action of Eſcape for any Priſoner enlarged upon Security given in 
Manner as aforeſaid. 

Provided always, That the Sureties be approved as ſufficient by the Juſtices 
of that Court before whom the Cauſe upon ſuch Commitment is to be tried, 
or from whence Execution iſſued, or any two of them being together, or by 
two Juſtices of the County Quorum Unus as aforeſaid, where the Debtor is 
impriſoned, and no other Security to be accepted. 

1 This Act ſhall continue and be in Force for the Space of ten Tears from the 
Publication thereof, and from thence to the End ot the Seſſion of the Gene- 
ral Court then next after, and no longer. 


[ The foregoing Af was Publiſhed November 28. 1748. ] 


Acts and Laws, 


Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
jeſty's Province of the Mafſachuſetts-Bay in New-England : Be- 
gun and Held at Bo/tou upon Wedneſday the twenty-fifth Day 
of May 1748, and continued by Prorogation and Adjournments 


to Wedneſday the twenty-firſt Day of December following, and 
then met. 


3 


Proviſo. 


— 


G 
An Act for the more eaſy Partition of Lands. 
Preamble. 14 ERE As the Partition of Lands is often delayed by Reaſon that ihe 


Parties concerned therein are very numerous, and live remote from each 

other, and ſometimes in Parts beyond the Seas, and are ſome of them un- 

known, to the hindrance and retarding of the Improvement and Settle- 

ment of Lands in this Province : For Remedy whereof ; 

debeo. Be it enacted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of Repre- 
2 on {entatives, That from and after the Publication of this Act any Perſon or 
to make Par- Perſons intereſted with any others in any Lot or Grant of Land, making 
tition of Lands Application (either by themſelves or their lawful Agents Attorneys or Guar- 
dians) to the Superiour Court of Judicature, the faid Court (whether then 

holden in the County where ſuch Lands lie, or in any other County within 

this Province) is hereby authorized and impowered to cauſe Partition to be 

made of ſuch Lands, with theBuildings thereon (if any ſuch there be) and the 
Share or Shares of the Party or Parties applying for the ſame to be ſet off and |} 
divided from the reſt ; fuch Partition to be made by five Freeholders under | 
Oath (or the major Part of them) to be appointed by ſaid Court,and aReturn 
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Plymouth Beach. 


of ſuch Partition to be made into the Clerk's Office of ſaid Court, and the 
Partition or Diviſion ſo made being accepted by the ſaid Court, and there 
recorded, and alſo recorded in the Regiſtry of Deeds in the County where 
ſuch Eſtate lies, ſhall be valid and effectual to all [ntents and Purpoſes. 
Provided nevertheleſs, That before ſuch Partition be made, where anyInfants Exception 
or Perſons under Age, or non compos mentis are intereſted, Guardians ſhall be where any 
appointed for all ſuch Perſons according to Law, it they live within this Pro- ton, = 
vince : And if any Perſon or Perſons intereſted in any ſuch Eſtate happen or out 5 
(at the Time when ſuch Application ſhall be made) to have been beyond Sea Province. 
or out of this Province for the Space of one Year, and not expected to return 
into the ſame within the Space of ſix Months more, and have no ſufficient 
Attorney within the ſame, that then and in ſuch Caſes theJuſtices of the ſaid 
Court ſhall appoint ſome diſcreet and indifferent Perſon or Perſons as Agent 
or Agents for ſuch abſent Party or Parties, and on his,her or their Behalt to 
be adviſing in making ſuch Partition, and due Notice to all concerned (that 
are known and within this Province) ſhall be given before ſuch Partition 
be made, that ſo they may be preſent (if they ſee meet) at the Time of making 
the ſame. 
Provided alſo, That no Partition be made where any Partner ſhall be be- Proviſo. 
yond Sea, and ſhall not have been abſent twelve Months, or ſhall be expected 8 
to return within fix Months; any Thing is this Act to the contrary notwith- 
ſtanding. 
Provided alſo, That if any Partner ſhould have a larger Share ſet off than is Cale bom 
ſuch Partner's true and real Intereſt, or if any Share jet off ſhould be more the Partition 
than equal in Value to the Proportion it was ſet off for, then and in every may be made 


ſuch Caſe, upon Complaint (to the Court which cauſed ſaid Partition to be de novo. 


made) within threeYears of the making thereof, by any aggrievedPartner or 
Partners, who at the Time of making ſuchPartition were out of theProvince, 
and not notified thereot as aforeſaid in Time for them to be preſent at the 
ſame, the ſaid Court ſhall cauſe a Partition thereof to be made de novo. 

And in ſuch new Partition fo much and no more ſhall be taken off from 
any Share, as ſuch Share ſhall be adjudg'd more than the Proportion of the 
whole it was deſign'd for, eſtimating ſuch Lands as in their original State, or 
the State they were in when firſt divided; and in Caſe any Improvements 
ſhall have been made on the Part that may by ſuch newParrtition be taken off 
as aforeſaid, the Partner who made ſuch Improvements ſhall have reaſonable 
Satisfaction made them by the Partner or Partners to whoſe Share the fame 
ſhall be added, by the Eſtimation of the Freeholders employ'd in making 
ſuch new Partition, of the major Part of them. 

This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of ſeven Years from Limitation: 
the Publication thereof, and no longer. 


—ͤä o— — 


CHAP. III. 
An Act to prevent Damage being done on the Beach and 


Meadows in Plymouth adjoining to ſaid Beach, commonly 


known by the Name of Plymouth-Beach. 


7 Perſons frequently drive Numbers of Neat Catile Horſes and 

Sheep, to feed upon Plymouth- Beach and the Meadows adjoining 40 ſaid Preamble. 
Beach, whereby the ſaid Beach is much broken, and the Sea breaks over it, 

and carries the Sand into the Harbour and upon the Meadows ; and there is great 

Danger if ſuch Practices are not prevented, that the Harbours in ſaid Town will 

be intirely ruined, and the Meadows within ſaid Beach utterly ſpoiled, to the great 

Damage of the Owners thereof: 


EI) Be 
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Plymouth Bkach. 


No neat Cat- 
tle Horſes or 
Sheep to be 
turned on 
Plymouth 
Beach or 
Meadows. 


Penalty. 


Creatures 

turned on ſaid 
Beach, &c to 
be impounded 


Owners therc- 
of to pay a 

Fine and Coſt 
of Relieving. 


Creatures to 
be fold in 
Caſe. 


Proviſo. 


Officers to be 
choſen to ſee 
this Act exe- 
cuted. 


Penalty for 
reſuſing the 
Oath. 


Limitation. 


Be it enaſted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of Repre- 
ſentatives, That trom and after the Publication of this Act, no Perſon or 
Perſons ſhall preſume to turn or drive on any Neat Cattle, Horſe-Kind orSheep 
upon the Beach called Plymouth- Beach, or upon the Meadows adjoining, on 
the Penalty of ten Shillings a-Head for Neat Cattle or Horſes, and three Shil- 
lings for each Sheep that ſhall be turned or found on ſaid Beach or Meadows; 
vw hich Penalty ſhall be recovered by the Select-Men or Town-Treaſurer of 
ſaid Town of Plymonth, or any other Perſona that ſhall inform or ſue for the 
ſame ; one Half of ſaid Forfeiture to him or them that ſhall inform or ſue for 
the ſame, the other Halt to be to and for the Uſe of the Poor of ſaid Town 
of Plymouth. | 

And be it further enated, That if any Neat Cattle, Horſe-Kind or 
Sheep, ſhall at any Time be found feeding on ſaid Beach Meadows or Shores 
adjoining to ſaid Beach, that it ſhall and may be lawful for any Perſon to im- 
pound the fame, immediately giving Notice to the Owner or Owners of the 
ſame, if known, otherwiſe to give publick Notice thereof in ſaid Town of Ply- 
mouth; and the Impounder ſhall relieve ſaid Creatures with ſuitableMeat and 
Water while impounded ; and if the Owner thereof appear he ſhall pay zwo 
Shillings and fix Pence for each Neat Bzalt or Horle-Kind,and eight Pence for 
each Sheep, and the reaſonable. Colt of relieving them, beſides the Pound 
Keeper's Fees : And it no Owner appear within the Space of three Days to 
redeem the ſaid Cattle, Horſe-Kind or Sheep fo impounded, and to pay the 
Coſt and Damage occaſioned by impounding the ſame, then and in every ſuch 
Caſe the Perſon or Perſons impounding ſuch Cattle, Horſe-Kind or Sheep, 
ſhall cauſe the ſame to be ſold at publick Vendue,and pay theColt andCharoes 
ariſing about the ſame (publick Notice of the Time and Place of ſuch Sale 
being given in the ſaid Town of Plymeuth, and the two neighbourin 
Towns forty eight Hours before Hand) and the Overplus (if any there be) 
ariſing by ſuch Sale to be returned to the Owner or Owners of ſuch Cattle, 
Horſe-Kind or Sheep, at any Time within two Months next after ſuch Sale, 
upon his demanding the ſame, but if noOwner appears within ſaid two Months, 
then the ſaid Overplus ſhall be one Half to the Perſon impounding, and the 
other Half to be returned to the Town- Treaſurer of ſaid Town of Plymenth 
for the Uſe of the Poor of ſaid Town. 

Provided, That nothing in this Act ſhall be conſtrued to prevent any of the 
Owner or Owners of ſaid Beach or Meadows, or any improving under them, 
from turning on their Horſes they ride, or Cattle improved in their Teams, to 
feed on ſaid Beach or Meadows, while they are cutting or carting their Hay 
off ſaid Beach or Meadows adjoining. | 

And be it further enacted, That the ſaid Town of Piymoulb at their 
Meeting in March annually tor the Choice of Town Officers, be authorized 
and impowered to chuſe one or more meet Perſon or Perſons whoſe Duty it 
{hall be to ſee this Act obſerved, and to proſecute. the Breakers thereof, who 
ſhall be ſworn to the faithful Diſcharge of their Office: And in Cafe any 
Perſon ſo choſen ſhall refuſe to be ſworn, he ſhall forfeit and pay the Sum of 
twenty Shillings for the Uſe of the Poor of the Town of Plymoath ; and upon 
ſaid Refuſal ſaid Town may from Time to Time proceed to a new Choice 
of ſuch Officer or Officers: And ſaid Town of Plymouth at a TownMeeting 
warned for that Purpoſe, may at any Time chuſe ſuch Officers who ſhall 
continue 'till their annual Meeting in March next. 


This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of ſeven Years from 
the Publication thereof, and no longer. 
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n. 


An Act to prevent Damage by Fire in the Towns of Boſton 
and Charleſtown. 


HEREAS great Damage has many Times ariſen ſrom Fires which have Preamble. 
begun in Sail-makers and KRiggers Lofts, and ſpread to the Buildings 
adjacent : | 

Be it enatted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of Repre- - 
ſentatives, That from and after the firſt Day of September, which ſhall be Sailmakers 
in the Year of our Lord OneThouſand ſeven Hundred and forty nine, it ſhall | ripe 
not be lawful for any Perſon to occupy or improve any Tenement orBuilding Carl:/ftown to 
whatſoever in any Part of the Towns of Beſton or Charl:ftown for theBuſineſs to be allow'd 
or Employment of a Sail-maker or Rigger, ſave only in ſuch Parts of the dx Arr 
Town as the Select-Men of the ſaid Towns reſpectively or the major Part of — 
them, ſhall determine convenient, ſuch Determination to be certified under 
the Hand of the Town Clerk. 

And if any Perſon ſhall offend agaiaſt this Act, he ſhall forfeit and pay the tes ths 
Sum of twenty Pounds for every ſix Months, and ſo in Proportion for a greater — 
or leſs Time he ſhall ſo occupy or improve any Tenement or Building that 
ſhall not be licenſed or allowed as aforeſaid, one Halt thereof to and for the 
Uſe of the Poor of the Town of Beſton or Charletowrn reſpectively, the other 
Halt to him or them that ſhall inform and ſue for the ſame, to be recovered 


before the Court of General Seſſions of the Peace for the County where the 
Offence ſhall be committed. | 


This Act to continue and be in Force until the firſt Day of September One x ;mitation. 
Thouſand ſeven Hundred and fifty two, and no longer. 


Reviv'd and Continued till the End of the Seſſion of the General Court, next 
following the 25th of March 1761. 


[ The three foregoing Adts were Publiſhed February 2. 1748. ] 


——— — — 


An Ac, 


Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
jeſty's Province of the Ma/ſachu/etts-Bay in New-England : Be- 
gun and Held at Boſton upon Wedneſday the twenty-fitth 
Day of May 1748, and continued by Prorogation and Ad- 


journments to Wedneſday the fifth Day of April following, 
and then met. 
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. CHAP. V. 5 
An Act to prevent Damage being done on the Beach in 
Biddeford, and Meadows adjoining to ſaid Beach, com- 


monly known by the Name of Minter-Harbour Beach. 


HERE AS by the frequent Numbers of neat Cattle, Horſes and Sheep p,eamble . 
ſ\ feeding upon ſaid Breach and the Meadows adjoining thereto, the ſaid 


Beach is much broken, and the Sea breaks over it, and carries the Sand 

into the Harbour and upon the Meadows ; and there is great Danger, if 
fuch Practices are not prevented, that the Harbour in ſaid Town will be intirely 
ruined, and the Meadows within ſaid Beach utterly ſpoiled, to the great Damage 
of the Owners thereof : 


Be it enacted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of Repre- 
ſentatives, That from and after the Publication of this Act, no Perſon or 


Perſons 


1749. Anno Reg ni Regis GEORG II, II. Viceſimo Tertio, 


. Winter-Harbour Beach. 


No neat Cat- Perſons ſhall preſurne to turn or drive any neat Cattle, Horſe-Kind or Sheep 
- p47 ig upon the Beach called Minter- Harbour Beach in Biddeford, or upon the Mea- 
Pon dows adjoining, upon the Penalty of ten Shillings a Head for neat Cattle or 
Winter-Har- Horſes, and three Shillings for each Sheep that ſhall be turned or found on 
bour-Beach or ſaid Beach or Meadows, the one Half of ſaid Forfeiture to be to the Informer, 
Meadows. the other Half to and tor the Uſe of the Poor of ſaid Town of Biddeford. 
Penalty. And be it further enacted, That if any neat Cattle, Horſe-Kind or Sheep, 
ſhall at any Time be found feeding on ſaid Beach, Meadows or Shores ad- 
darned on (arg Joining to ſaid Beach, it ſhall and may be law ful for any Perſon to impound 
1 1 : . * » . . 
Beach, &c. to them immediately, giving Notice to the Owner or Owners of the ſame, if 
be impound- known, otherwiſe to give publick Notice thereof in ſaid Town of Biddeford ; 
ed. and the Impounder ſhall relieve ſaid Creatures with ſuitable Meat and Water 
while impounded ; and if the Owner thereof appear he ſhall pay /wo Shillings 
for each neat Beaſt or Horſe-Kind, and eight Pence for each Sheep, and the 
reaſonable Coſt of relieving them, beſides the Pound keeper's Fees : And if 
Ons 6h no Owner appear within the Space of three Days to redeem the ſaid Cattle, 
End Con of Horſe-Kind or Sheep ſo impounded, and to pay the Coſt and Damage oc- 
Relieving. caſioned by impounding the ſame, then and in every ſuch Caſe the Perſon or 
Perſons impounding ſuch Cattle, Horſe-Kind or Sheep, ſhall cauſe the ſame 
Creatures to to be ſold at publick Vendue, and pay the Coſt and Charges about the fame 
be ſold in (publick Notice of the Time and Place of ſuch Sale being given in the ſaid 
Caſe. Town of Biddeford and the two neighbouring Towns forty eight Hours be- 
fore Hand) and the overplus, (if any there be) ariſing by ſuch Sale, to be re- 
turned to the Owner or Owners of ſuch Cattle, Horſe-Kind or Sheep, at any 
Time within two Months next after ſuch Sale, upon his demanding the {ame ; 
but if no Owner appears within ſaid two Months, then the ſaid Overplus 
ſhall be one Half to the Perſons impounding, and the other Half to be re- 
turned to the Town Treaſurer of ſaid Town of Biddeford, for the Uſe of the 
Poor of ſaid Town. 
Fences may And be it further enafted, That the Inhabitants of the ſaid Town of 
be erected. Biddeford ſhall and may from Time to Time have Liberty of ſetting up two 
Fences in the moſt convenient Places a-croſs theCountry Road, in order the 
more effectually to prevent Cattle, Horſes and Sheep, going and feeding on 
ſaid Beach; provided a Gate be made in each Fence ſufficient for thePaſſage 
of Carts and other Carriages. | 
Officers tobe And be it further enacted, That the ſaid Town of Biddeford at their 
choſen to ſee Meeting in March annually for the Choice of Town Officers be authorized 
N ex and impowred to chuſe one or more meet Perſon or Perſons, whoſe Duty 
it ſhall be to ſee this Act obſerved, and to proſecute the Breakers thereof, 
who ſhall be ſworn to the faithful Diſcharge of their Office ; and in Caſe 
any Perſon ſo choſen ſhall refuſe to be Sworn he ſhall forfeit and pay the Sum 
of twenty Shillings for the Uſe of the Poor of the Town of Biddeford, and 
upon ſaid Refuſal ſaid Town may from Time to Time proceed to a new 
Choice of ſuch Officer or Officers ; and ſaid Town of Biddeford, at a Town 
Meeting warned for thatPurpoſe, may at any Time chuſe ſuch Officers, who 
Mall continue *till their annual Meeting in March next. 
This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of three Years from 
the Publication thereof, and no longer. 


Reviv'd and Continu'd till the End of the Seſſion of the General Court 
next fullowing the 25th of March 1701. 


[ The foregoing Act was Publiſhed April 27th 1749. ] 
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Limitation. 
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Diſturbante by Coathes, &c. Petit Juroꝛs. 


An Ac, 


Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
jeſty's Province of the Maſſachuſettu-Bay in New-England : Be- 
gun and Held at Beſton upon Wedneſday the thirty-firſt Day 
of May 1749- 


— 


1749. 
75 


= 


—__———— 


. 
An Act to prevent the Diſturbance given the General Court 
by the paſſing of Coaches, Chaiſes, Carts, Trucks and 
- Other Carriages by the Province Court-Houſe. 
OR ASMUCH as the Noiſe occaſioned by the paſſing of Coaches,Chaiſes, 
Carts, Trucks and otherCarriages on the South and North Side of the Court Preamble. 
Houſe in King-Street in Boſton, gives great Interruption to the Debates 
and Proceedings of theGeneral Court in theTime of their Sitting: 
For preventing of which for the future : 

Be it enacted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of Repre- _. 
ſentatives, That an Iron Chain be properly fix'd to a Poſt to be ſet in the . to be 
Ground within ſix Feet of the South Weſt Corner of the Houſe late in the went hne Pre” 
Poſſeſſion of Samuel Rand, deceaſed, on the North Side of the ſaid Court neral Court's 
Houſe, and that the ſaid Chain be extended a-croſs the Street at four Feet being diſtur- 
diſtance from the Pavements in the nigheſt Place, and faſtned by a Lock to N 
a Poſt to be ſet in the Ground within fix, Feet of the North-Weſt Corner of f 
the ſaid Court Houſe : And that one other Iron Chain be in like Manner 
fix'd to a Poſt to be ſet in the Ground within ſix Feet of the South Weſt 
Corner of the ſaid Court- Houſe, and that the ſaid Chain be extended a-croſs 
the Street at four Feet in Heighth from thePavement at leaſt and faſtned b 
a Lock to another Poſt to be ſet in the Ground within ſix Feet of theBuild- 
ings oppoſite to the ſaid South Welt Corner; and that the Door - keeper of 
this Court be and hereby is direfted from Day to Day during the Sitting of 
this Coutt to extend and fix the ſaid Chains a-crols the ſaidStreet,there to be 
continued until theAdjournment of the ſame fromTime toTime; and upon 
theAdjournmeat the ſaidDoorkeeper is directed to take away the faidChains. 

This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of one Year from the Limitation: 
Publication, and no longer. | 
Reviv' d and Continu'd till July 1. 1755. Aud to the End of the then 
next Seſſion of the General Court. 
f The foregoing Act was Publiſhed July 1. 1749. 


Acts and Laws, 

Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
jeſty's Province of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay in New-England : Be- 
gun and Held at Boſton upon Wedneſday the thirty-firſt 
Day of May 1749, and continued by Prorogation to Wed- 
neſday the ſecond Day of Auguſt following, and then met. 


CH AP... 
An Act for the better regulating the Choice of Petit Jurors, 


E it enacted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of Repre- Lias of Fer- 
B ſentatives, That the Select-Men of each Town within this Pro- ſons liable to 

vince ſhall within their reſpective Towns ſometime before the 18814 
firſt of December, take a Liſt of the Perſons liable by Law, and which ken by the 


1 they Select Men, 
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Petit Jurozs. _ 


Perſons to be 
diſtinguiſhed 
for theSuperi- 
or & Inferior 
Courts, and 
their Names 
put into ſepe- 
rate Boxes. 


Names to be 
drawn, and 
ſuch Perſons 
to ſerve on 
the juries. 


Perſons to 
ſerve on Ju- 
ries but once 
in three Years. 


Preamble. 


Rules for 
Notification 
and iſſuing 


Venires. 


they ſhall judge able and well qualified to ſerve on the Petit Juries, and lay 
the ſame before the Town at a Meeting to be immediately called for that 
Purpoſe, and the Towns ſhall reſpeQively at ſuch Meeting ſelect out of the 
Liſt one Quarter of the Number ſo laid before them, ſuch as they judge moſt 
ſuitable ro ſerve as Jurors at the Superiour Court of JudicatureCourt of Aﬀize 
and General Goal Delivery, and put their Names, written on ſeperate Pieces 
of Paper in one Box, and the Remainder of ſuch of them as the Town ſhall 
think ſuitable in the ſame Manner into another Box, to ſerve asJurors in the 
Inferiour Court of Common Pleas and Court of GeneralsSeſſions of the Peace, 
to be provided by the Select. Men for that Purpoſe, and deliver the ſame to 
the Town Clerk to be by him kept under Lock and Key. 

And be it further enacted, That when at any Time after the firſt of 
December next, during the Continuance of this Act, any Venire Facias ſhall 
iſſue forth for the Choice of Petit Jurors, and the Inhabitants of each Town 
ſhall be aſſembled for that Purpoſe, the Towa Clerk, or one or more of the Se- 
lect- Men in Caſe of his Abſence or Sickneſs,ſhall carry into the Meeting the 
Box wherein the Names ot thoſe Perſons are put who are deſigned to ſerve at 
the Court from whence the Venire Facias iſſued, which ſhall be unlock'd in the 
Meeting, and the major Part of the Select- Men (who are hereby enjoined to 
be preſent) and the Conſtable who ſhall warn ſaid Meeting ſhall particularly 
notify them and the T'own Clerk for that Purpoſe ; and the Town Clerk, or 
in his Abſence one or more of theSelect-Men {hall draw out ſo many Tickets 
as there are Jurors required by the Venire, who ſhall be thePerſons that ſhall 
be returned to ſerve as Jurors ; Saving, that if any whoſeNames are ſo drawn 
are ſick or otherwiſe unable to ſerve at that Time in the Judgment of the 
Town, their Names ſhall be returned into theBox, and others drawn in their 
Stead. And to the Intent the ſame Perſons may not ſerve too often,theClerk 
or Select Men who ſhall draw the Ticket or Name of any Perſon returned to 
ſerve as aforeſaid, ſhall enter on the Back thereof the Date of ſuch Draft, and 
return the ſame into the Box again, and ſaid Perſon or Perſons ſhall not be 
obliged (altho* drawn at any Time) to ſerve as Jurors oftner than once in three 
Years, and no Perſon who has ſerved as a Petit Juror within two Years paſt 
ſhall be obliged to ſerve again until threeYears be compleated from the Time 
of his laſt ſerving, notwithſtanding hisName's being drawn as aforeſaid ; and 
the Select-Mea ſhall in the ſame Manner once in every Year during theCon- 
tinuance of this Act, take a new Liſt of ſuch other Perſons as may become 
ſuitable and qualified, and lay the ſame before the Town, whoſe Names being 
firſt by them allowed, ſhall be put into their reſpective Boxes in Manner as 
aforeſaid : And as well that all may do Duty, as that theDeficiency that may 
have happened by Death or otherwiſe may be ſupplied at ſuch Time, the Town 
may, if they think fit, make a new Regulation of the Liſt before received, and 
transfer the Names from one Box to another, as they judge needful. | 

And whereas it often happens that the Perſons returned to ſerve, as Petit Ju- 
rors abſcond, and the reſpettive Conſtables are put to great Difficulty, and fre- 
quently prevented from notifying them : | wo 

Be it further enacted, That from and after the firſt of December next, 
and during the Continuance of this Act, the Clerks of the reſpective Courts in 
this Province, ſhall and hereby are obliged to iſſue out their Venires from their 
reſpective Offices thirty Days at leaſt before the return Day; and the reſpec- 
tive Conſtables upon Receipt of the ſaid Venires are hereby obliged to notify 
their Towns thereot ſo that the ſeveral Meetings may be held fix Days at leaſt 
before the Sitting of the Court from whence the Venire iſſues, and the Con- 


fables are hereby directed inCaſe they cannot perſonally notify thoſe who arc 


ſo drawn, upon their leaving a Certificate of their being drawn as aforeſaid, 


with 
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with the Time and Place of their reſpedive Courts Sitting, at the uſual Place 
of ſuch Perſons Abode, four Days before the Sitting thereof, and it ſhall be 
deemed a ſufficient Notification ; and if any Perſon drawn and notified as a- 
foreſaid, ſhall neglect to attend and ſerve acccordingly,unleſs reaſonable Excuſe 
be made to the ſuſtices of the reſpective Courts, he ſhall be fined in a Sum not Penalty for 
exceeding forty Shillings of the laſt Emiſſion; and if ſuch Jurors belong to Perſons not 
the Town of Boſton they ſhall be fined in a Sum not exceeding twenty Pounds attending as 
of the ſame Emiſſion for the Superiour Court only, to be divided between 99855 
the Petit Jurors drawn as aforeſaid, and ſerving at ſuch Court. IE 

And be it further enacted, Thar the Juſtices of the reſpective Courts Method for 
aforeſaid are hereby directed upon Motion from either Party in any Cauſe preventiug 
that ſhall be tried after the firſt of December next, and during the Continu- pertial Jurors: 
ance of this Act to put any Juror to anſwer upon Oath (whether returned as 
aforeſaid or a Talis-man) Whether he doth expect to gain or looſe by the 
Iſſue of the Cauſe then depending” ? Whether he is any way related to either 
Party; or directly or indirectly given his Opinion, or is ſenſible of any Pre- 
judice in the Cauſe“? And it it ſhall then appear to ſaid Court that ſuch 


Juror does not ſtand indifferent in ſaid Cauſe; he ſhall be ſet aſide from the 
Trial of that Cauſe, and another appointed' in his Stead. 


And whereas it frequently happens that many of the Jurors ſo choſen to ſerve 
in the ſeveral. Courts of Fudicature within this Province fail of Attendance, and Preamble. 
by Reaſon of Challenges made by Parties to ſeveral of ſaid Jurors, the Number of 
returned Furors are too few to ſerve at ſaid Courts; 

For Remedy whereof ; 

Be it enacted, That from and after the firſt of December next, and during New Yenira 
the Continuance of this Act, it ſhall and may be lawful for the Juſtices of to be iſſued 
the Courts aforeſaid, when Sitting, and as they ſhall judge there is Occaſion, in Caſe. 
to cauſe new Writs of Venire Facias to be forthwith ifſued out and directed 
to the Conſtables of the ſeveral Towns in the County in which ſaid Court is 
held, for the Appointment and Return of ſo many good and lawful Men to 
ſerve upon the Jury at ſaid Court as ſhall be directed in the Writ; which 
Jurors ſhall be forthwith appointed, and being notified and rerurned to the ſaid 
Court,ſhall be and hereby are obliged togive their immediate Attendance accor- 
dingly,under the Penalty by this Act provided for Non-appearance of Jurors. 

And be it further enacted, That che Fees for the Petit Jurors in the Jurors Fees. 
County of Suffolk, at the Superiour Court ſhall be Twenty-ſix Shillings a Caſe, 
the Foreman to have four Sbillings, and the other Jurors two Shilliags each. 

And be it further enacted, That the Law made and paſſed in the 
fifteenth Year of his preſent Majeſty's Reign Intitled An AF for the better The AR of 
regulating theChoice of PetitFurors, be and hereby 1s revived, and all and every the 15th of 
Part thereof declared to be and continue in full Force and Virtue, until the A 

; * jeſty, re- 
firſt Day of December next and no longer; ſaving only, that whereas in and lating to Ju- 
by ſaid Act it is provided that when any Perſon ſhall neglect to attend and 
ſerve as a Juror being drawn and notified, unleſs reaſonable Excuſe be made 
to the Juſtices of the reſpective Courts, he ſhall be fined in a Sum not exceed- 
ing forty Shillings, it is hereby provided, enacted and declared that when any 

Juror being an Inhabitant of the Town of Beſton, altho' ſuch Juror may 
already have been drawn for and notified to ſerve at the Superiour Court, 
ſhall neglect to attend and ſerve accordingly, unleſs reaſonable Excuſe be 
made as aforeſaid, he ſhall be fined in a Sum not exceeding twenty Pounds, to 
be divided between the Petit Jurors dtawn as aforeſaid, ſerving at ſaid Court. 

This Act to continue and be in Force until the firſt of September, which 
ſhall be in the Year of our Lord One Thouſand ſeven Hundred and fifty e 
ſix, and to the End of the Seſſion of the General Court next after, and no 


longer. CHAP. 
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An Act for regulating the Hoſpital on Rainsfora-1ſland, 

and further providing in Caſe of Sickneſs. | 

Preamble. *"HEREAS à good and convenient Houſe hath been provided at the Charge 


— 


Wy 


of t he Province on the Iſland called Rainsford's-Ifland, for the Kecep- q 


tion of ſuch Perſons as ſhall be viſited with any contagious Sickneſs : 


Be it therefore enatted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of 
Inquiry to be Repreſentatives, That Inquiry ſhall be made by the Officer or other Per- 
8 — ſon on Duty at Caſtle William, of every Veſſel coming from Sea and paſſing 
ng infeQtious by ſaid Caſtle, whether they are all well on Board, and alſo whether any in- 
Veſſels fectious Sickneſs has been on Board ſince they left the Port from whence 

they laſt came; and if any Veſſel inquired of as aforeſaid ſhall have any Sick- 

neſs on Board,and upon furtherInquiry the ſame ſhall appear to be rhePlague, 

Small- Pox, or any other malignant infectious Diſtemper, in ſuch Caſe Order 

ſhall be given to the Maſter or Commander of ſuch Veſſel forthwith to go 

down with his Veſſel, and aachor as near the Hoſpital at Rainsford's-1/land 

as conveniently may be; or if any Veſſel inquired of as aforeſaid ſhall have 

had any infectious Sickneſs on board ſince they left the Port from whence 

they laſt came, in ſuch Caſe Orders ſhall be given to the Maſter orComman- 

der of ſuch Veſſel immediately to anchor, and to remain at Anchor until aCer- 

tificate ſhall be obtained from the major Part of the Select · Men of the Town 

Select Men of Baſton, that they are of Opinion ſuch Veſſel may come up to Town 
to certify the without Danger to the Inhabitants, or until the ſaid Maſter ſhall receive Or- 
— Vei- ders from the ſaidSelect· Men to go with his Veſſel and anchor near theHoſpita! 
© he Bar. aforeſaid; and in Caſe any Maſter or Commander ſhall by himſelt or People 
bour. on board make falſe Anfwer when hail'd by the Caſtle, or (afterOrders given 
as aforeſaid) ſhall negleCt or refuſe to anchor near the Caſtle as aforeſaid, or 

come on Shore, or ſuffer any Paſſengers or Perſons belonging to the Veſſel 

to come on Shoar, or any Goods to be taken out before the Veſſel ſhall have 
anchor'd, or without Liberty from the Select-Men as aforeſaid, or in Caſe any 

Penalty for Maſter or Commander ordered to anchor near the Hoſpital aforeſaid, ſnall neg- 
Maſter's Of. lect or refuſe ſo to do, in every ſuch Caſe every Maſter or Commander ſo 
hues. offending ſhall forfeit and pay the Sum of One Hundred Pounds, or ſuffer fix 

| Months Impriſonment. | 

Lone Whe And be it further enated, That upon Application made to theSele&- 
Select. len Men of the Town of Baſton by any Maſter or Commander of any Veſſel at 
for landing Anchor near the Hoſpital as aforefaid, the ſaid Select- Men are hereby im- 
Paſſengers or powred to permit ſuch Paſſengers, Goods or Lading as they ſhall judge free 
Goods, from Infection, to come on Shoar, or be taken our and diſpoſed of as the 
Owners ſhall ſee meet: And ſuch Paſſengers and Goods as ſhall not be per- 

mitted as aforeſaid, ſhall remain on board, or be landed on ſaid Ifland ; and 

if any Maſter, or immediate Commander of any ſuch Veſſel for the Time 

being, ſhall come onShoar, or ſuffer any of hisPeople or Paſſengers to come 

on Shoar, or any Boats to come on board, or ſuffer any Goods to be taken 

out of his Veſſel, unleſs permitted as aforeſaid, or ſhall come up with his 

Veſſel, until by a Certificate under the Hands of the Select-· Men or major 

Part of them as aforeſaid, it ſhall appear to the Captain-General, that the 


ſaid Veſſel, Company and Goods, are clear of Infection, and the Orders for | 


Forfeiture for ſtopping and detaining the ſame be removed and taken off, he ſhall ſor every 
LI iy ſuch Offence forfeit the Sum of fifty Pounds, and in Caſe he be not able to 
and others. Pay that Sum, he ſhall ſuffer three Months Impriſonmens : And if anySailors 


or Paſſengers coming in ſaid Veſſel ſhall, without the Knowlege or Conſent 


any 
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of the Maſter, preſume to come on..Shoar, or up above the faid Caſtle, or if F 
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ſuch Veſſel, or go to the aforeſaid Houſe or Iſland in Time of Infection there 
without Leave as aforeſaid; or if any Perſon put ſick into the ſaid Houſe or 
ſent there on Suſpicion of being infected, ſhall preſume to go off the Iſland 
without Leave as aforeſaid; every Perſon offending in any of the Particulars 
abovementioned, ſhall forfeit theSum of forty Pounds, and in Caſe any Perſon. 
be not able to pay the ſaid Sum, he ſhall ſuffer two Months Impriſonment: 
All the before- mentioned Fines to be ſued for and recovered by the Select- 
Men of the Town of Boſton for the Time being, one Moiety thereof to be to 


his Majeſty for the Uſe of this Government, the other Moiety to the 
Informer. 


any Perſon from Town or Country ſhall knowingly preſuine to go on board 


And be it further enacted, That when and ſo often as any Ship or other jugjces of 
Veſſel wherein any Infection or infectious Sickneſs, hath lately been, ſhall come the Peace to 


to any Port or Harbour within this Province; or when and fo often as any Per- 
ſon or Perſons belonging to or that may either by Sea or Land come into any 
Town orPlace near the publick Hoſpital within thisProvince, ſhall be viſited, 
or who lately before may have been viſited with any infectiousSickneſs, two of 
the Juſtices of the Peace or Select Men of ſuch Place, be and hereby are im- 
powered immediately to order the ſaid Veſſel and fick Perſons to the Province 
Hoſpital or Houſe aforeſaid, there to be taken Care of according to the Di- 
rection of this Act; and where any ſuch Ship, Veſſel or Perſons cannot with- 
out great Inconvenience and Damage be ordered to the aforeſaid Houſe or 
Hoſpital, in every ſuch Caſe the Rules and Directions are to be obſerved 
which are already made in and by the Act pals'd in the thirteenth Year of the 
Reign of his late Majeſty King William the third, Intitled An A# providing 
in Caſe of Sickneſs. AR 5225 
And be it further enacted, That if any Maſter, Seaman or Paſſenger be- 
longing to any Ship, on board which any Intection is or hath lately been, or 
is ſuſpected to have lately been, or coming from any Port where any infectious 
mortal Diſtemper prevails, ſhall refuſe to make Anſwer upon Oath to ſuch 
Queſtions as may be aſked by the Select-Men of the Town (who are hereby 
impowered to adminiſter the ſame) to which ſuch Ship ſhall come, relating 
to ſuch Infection, ſuch Maſter, Seaman or Paſſenger ſhall forteit the Sum 
of fifty Pounds; and in Caſe he be not able to pay ſaid Sum, he ſhall ſuffer 
fix Months Impriſonment, the abovementioned Fine to be ſued for and 
recovered by the Select-Men of the reſpectiveTowns where the Offence ſhall 
be committed; one Moiety thereof to be to his Majeſty for the Uſe of this 
Government, and the other Moiety to thelnformer; and where any Perſon 
ſhall be convicted of any Offence againſt this Act, and ſuffer the Pains of Im- 
priſonment, and ſhall be unable to pay the Cofts of Proſecution, ſuch Coſts 
ſhall be paid by the ſeveral Towns to which ſuchPerſons reſpectively belong, 
or if not Inhabitants, ſhall be allowed and paid out of the ProvinceTreaſury ; 
and the Select- Mea of Boſton are directed and impowered to provide Nurſes 
Aſſiſtance and other Neceſſaries for the Comfort and Relief of ſuch ſick Per- 
ſons ſent to ſaid Hoſpital as aforeſaid ; the Charge thereof to be born by the 
{aid Perſons themſelves, if able, or it Poor and Indigent by the Towns to 
which they reſpectively belong, or if not Inhabitants, then at the immediate 
Charge of the Province, 


This Act to be and continue in Force until the firſtDay of September, which 


order infecti- 
ous Veſlels or 
Perſons tothe 
Hoſpital. 


Penalty for 
not anſwering 
on Oath re- 


ferring to In- 
fection. 


Continuance 


ſhall be in the Lear of our Lord One Thouſand ſeven Hundred and fifty ſix, of the AR. 


and to the End of theSeſſion of the General Court next after, and no longer. 
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Preamble. 


i | Penalty for 

| ſending 
threatning 
1 | Letters to 
f extort Mo- 
ney. 


Þ Penalty for 
1 contriving 
writing &c. 
ſuch Letters. 


in Town 
Meetings. 


Limitation; 


CHAP. 10. 
An Act for the puniſhing ſuch Offenders as ſhall be any 


Ways concerned in contriving, writing, or ſending any 
incendiary or menacing Letters, in order to extort Sums 
of Money, or other Things of Value from any of his 
Majeſty's good Subjects. 


HEREAS there has been of late divers Letters without a Name, 

ſent to ſeveral of his Majeſty's goodSubjetts of this and ſome of the neigh- 
bouring Governments, by abandoned Villains, demanding from them large Sums of 
Money, and threatning Ruin and Deſtruction to their Perſons and Eftates, in Caſe 
they ſhould fail of a Compliance with their Demands : | 

Therefore for the deterring and puniſhing ſuch Offenders and their Ac- 

complices : 

Be it enacted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of Repre- 
{entatives, That it any Perſon or Perſons ſhall ſend any ſuch Letter or 
Letters without a Name ſubſcribed, or ſigned with a fictitious or counterfeit 
Name, requiring or demanding any Sum or Sums of Money, or any other 
valuable Thing, knowing the Purport thereof, or that ſhall counſel, adviſe or 
contrive any ſuch Letter as aforeſaid,or that ſhall indite or write the ſame, and 
be convicted thereof, ſuch Perſon or Perſons ſhall be punithed by fitting on the 
Gallows for the ſpace of one Hour with a Rope about his her or their Neck, 
and afterwards ſhall be ſet upon the Pillory, and there have one of his her or 
their Ears cut off, and be further puniſhed by Impriſonment for the Space 
of three Years, during all which Time ſuch Perſon or Perſons ſhall be Le 
to hard Work, and ſhall every three Months from theCommitment be brought 
2 whip'd twenty Stripes on the naked Back at the publick Whipping 
Poſt. 

And be it further enacted, That if any Perſon ſhall be knowing to the 
contriving any ſuch Letter as aforeſaid, or to the writing carrying or ſending 
the ſame (tho? not concerned therein) and ſhall not immediately diſcover the 


ſame to ſome lawful Authority, ſuch Perſon ſhall be deemed guilty of an 
high Miſdemeanour. 


Act to be read AND be it further enated, That this Act ſhall be publickly read by the 


Town Clerk in each Town through this Province at their Meeting in March 
annually. 


This Act to continue and be in Force for theSpace of threeYears from the 
Publication thereof, and no longer. 


 Reviv'd and Continu'd till the End of the Seſſion of the General Court 
| next following the 25th of March 1761. 


| The three foregoing Alls were Publiſted Auguſt 22. 1749. ] 
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cupations, ſuch Juſtice may commit him or them to his Majeſty's Goal in 


Viceſima Tertig. 1749. 
81 
Acts and Laws, 

Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 

jeſty's Province of the Maſſuchuſettu- Hay in New=England : Be- 

gun and Held at Beſton upon Wedneſday the thirty-firſt Day 

of May 1749, and continued by ſundry Prorogations to the | 

twenty-ſecond of November following, and then met. 1 
OUR F | 


An Act to prevent the unneceſſary Deſtruction of Alewives 
in the Town of Middleborough, | 


V. EREAS there are great Quantities of the Fiſh called Alewives, that | 


paſs up the Rivers and Brooks, in the Town of Middleborough, to Preamble. 1 
caſt their Spaton; and notwithſtanding the Penalties annexed to the t 
many good and wholeſome Laws of thi: Province already made, to pre- = 
dent the Deſtruction of Alewives, yet many ill minded and diſorderly Perſons are | 
not deterred therefrom : {! 
Be it therefoze enacted by the Lieutenant Governour, Council 
and Houſe of Repreſentatives, That whoever ſhall preſume to take any 2 where 
of the ſaid Filh in the aforeſaid Rivers or Brooks, or any Part thereof, by 3 
any Ways or Means whatever, at any other Place than at the old ene Hare, 
ſo called, in Nameſket- River in ſaid Town, and at ſuch Place in the Brook 
called Aſawampſett-Brook in ſaid Town, as the Inhabitants thereof ſhall vote 
and order, ſuch Perſon ſhall forfeit theSum of forty Sbillings; and theScoop- 
Net or other Inſtruments with which ſuch Perſon may take the ſaid Fiſh, 
ſhall be forfeited. 5 e a 
And whereas ſome Perſons who may giſguiſe bemſelves, and others who may preamble. 
be unknown, may take or attempt 10 take the ſaid iſh at «ther Places than at 
the aforeſaid Stone- Ware and Afſawampſeit-Brook, and may refuſe to diſcover 
their Names, Places of Abode and Occupations, by which Means the Proſecution 
of ſuch Offenders may be prevented, and the good Deſign of this 48 be defeated : 
And there being ſome Paſſages of ſaid Rivers and Brooks that are much narrower 
than others, and by Reaſon thereof the Courſe of the ſaid Fiſh may be more eaſily 
ſtopped by Canees and other Obſtruftions : 5 
Be it therefo2e further enated, That it any Perſon or Perſons (who Penalty: for 
may be unknown) ſhall take or attempt to take any of the aforeſaid Fiſh in taking ph 
any other Part of ſaid Rivers and Brooks than thoſe before-mentioned,it ſhall in other Pla- 
be in the Power of any of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace of the County ces. 
of Plymouth,on his own View, to examine {uch Perſon or Perſons concerning 
their Names, Places of Abode and Occupations ; or in Caſe no Juſtice of the 
Peace may be preſent, then it ſhall be Jawful for any Sheriff or Deputy- Sheriff 
of ſaid County or Conſtable of the aforeſaid Town, or two or more Perſons 
who may be preſent at their ſo taking or attempting to take the ſaid Fiſh, to 
convey fach Offender immediately betore any of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the 
Peace for the ſaid County, to be examined as aforeſaid ; and on ſuchOffenders 
refuſal to give an Account of his or their Names, Places of Abode and Oc- 


ſaid County, until they give ſuch Account, unleſs ſuch Offenders will forth- 
with pay the aforeſaid Penalty of forty Shillings : And whoever ſhall preſume Penalty for 
to faſten or keep any Canoe or Canoes or other Obſtructions within or nigh giving Ob- 
any narrow Paſſage, or the middle of ſaid River or Brooks, ſo that it may ſtructions to 
be reaſonably thought that the Courſe of the ſaid Fiſh may be thereby ob- the Filth. 
ſtracted, ſuch Perſon or Perſons ſhall forſeit the Sum of ten Shillings for . 

our 
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Hour ſuch Obſtruction ſhall. continue; and in Caſe it doth not appear how 
it might have been made, then it ſhall be in the Power of any Juſtice of the 
Peace of ſaid County to order it to be removed. 
Inhabitants And be it further enacted; That no Perſon ſhall be diſqualified as a 
may be Wit- Witneſs in order to any Conviction upon this Act, by Reaſon ot his or her be- 
neſſes. ing an Inhabitant of ſaid Town. 
Penalty for And be it further enated, That when any Children or Servants ſhall 
Servants and Offend againſt this Act, or any Part thereof, they ſhall be puniſhed by Whip- 
Children ping not exceeding fiveStripes, ſetting in theStocks not exceedingtwo Hours, 
offending. or Impriſonment not exceeding twenty four Hours, at the Diſcretion of the 
} Court or Juſtices before whom the Conviction may be, unleſs ſuch Offenders 
"i | (by themſelves, their Parents or Maſters, or others on their Behalf ) ſhall forth- 
. | with pay the Forfeiture aforeſaid ; ſuch Parents or Maſters being notified of 
'\i | ſuch Conviction forty eight Hours before ſaid Puniſhment be inflicted. 
| 5 All the Penalties and Forfeitures in this Act mentioned to be diſpoſed of, 
. 9 one Moiety to the Uſe of the Poor of the ſaid Town, and tlie other Moiety to 
[ abe the Informer, to be recovered on Information or Complaint before any Juſtice 
il | of the Peace of the aforeſaid County, where the Penalty may not exceed forty 
| Shillings : And ſuch Juſtice is hereby impowered to iſſue his Warrant for ap- 
i | prehending ſuch Offender or Offenders, and upon Conviction to reſtrain or 
il | commit the Offender or Offenders to his Majeity's Goal atoreſaid, until the 
Fine impoſed for ſuch Offence be ſatisfied, or cauſe the ſame to be levied by 
Diſtreſs and Sale of the Offenders Goods, returning theOverplus,if any there 
9 | be : And where the Penalty may exceed the Sum of forty Shillings, then it 
jp may be recovered by Action, Bill, Plaint, or Information, in any Court pro- 
1 per to try the ſame. 
|; nb of Cm; And be it further enafted, That the Manner, Rules and Methods of 
vickion. Conviction of Offenders againſt this Act, may be the ſame as are directed 
and provided in and by an Act made in the twelfth Year of the Reign of his 
late Majeſty King George, Intitled An Ad in Addition io and for rendring more 
elfedbual an Adt made in the tenth Year of the Reign of King William the third, 
Intitled An Af for preventing of Treſpaſſes. 


it 11 This Act to continue in Force for the Space of three Years from it's Pub- 
i lication, and no longer. 
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Reviv'd and Continu'd "till the End of the Seſſian of the General Court, 
next after the 25th of April 1701. 


— 
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4 CH A P. vl. NS 
An Act to prevent any Perſons obſtructing the Fiſh in their 


paſſing up into M. anatiquot-River within the Town of 
Braintree, 


HEREAS the Ad made and paſſed in the fourteenth Year of his preſent 
il Preamble. Majeſty's Reign, Intitled An Act to prevent any Pertons obſtructing the 
| | Fiſh in their paſſing up into Monatiquot-River, within the Town' of 
1 Braintree, hath been found beneficial to the ſaid Town and Towns adjacent; but 
1 is now expired : | 

1 5 Be it enaited by the Lieutenant Governour, Council and Houſe | 

taking Fiſh ofRepreſentatives, That noPerſon orPerſons whoſoever, from the firſt Day 

5 limitted. of February next to the laſt Day of May yearly, during the Continuance of this 
Wl. Act, ſhall preſume to take, kill or hale aſhore anyFiſh with Seines orDragNets 
| | | in the ſaid River Monatiquot, or in any Part of theRiver between the Town of 
1 Weymouth and ſaid Town of Braintree, through which they pals into the ſame, 
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upon Pain of torfeiting for each and every Offence on due Conviction thereof, Penalty for 
the Sum of ten Pounds, to be recovered by Action, Bill, Plaint or Information, 3 of 
in any of his Majeſty's Courts of Record proper to try the ſame; the one Half * 
of the ſaid Forfeitures to be to and for the Uſe of the Towns of Weymouth 
and Braintree in equal Proportion, the other Half to him or them who ſhall 
inform and ſue for the ſame. | 

This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of three Years from Limitation 
the firſt Day of February next, and no longer. 


Reviv'd and Continu'd till the End of the Seſſim of the General Court next following 
the 25th of March 1761. 


CHAP. VIE; | L 

An Act to prevent Damage being done on the Meadows | 

lying in the Townſhip of Yarmouth, called Veob/cuſſer- l 
Meadow. 


HEREAS many Perſons frequently drive Numbers of Neat Cattle, Hor- Preamble. 
\ V ſes, Sheep and Swine to feed upon the Beaches and Shoars adjoining 10 
ſaid Nobſcuſſet- Meadow in ſaid Yarmouth, hetween ſaid Meadow 
and the Harbour, whereby the Ground is much broken and damnified, and theSand 
blown on ſaid Meadow and Lands adjoining, to the great Damage not only of 
private Perſons in their Properly, but alja de the ſaid Town in general, ſo far as 
relates to ſaid Meadow, Harbour and the Lands adjoining : 

Be it enacted by theLieutenant Governour, Council andHouſe of 7erſons for- 
Repreſentatives, That trom and after the Publication of this Act, noPer- bidden to 
ſon or Perſons ſhall preſume to turn or drive any Neat Cattle orHorſe-Kind, 3 
or Sheep or Swine, to or upon any of the Beaches, Meadows or Shoars at ſaid K Maa: 
Nobſcuſſet Southweſt of a Place called B/ack Earth in ſaid Yarmouth, from the dd. 
firſt Day of March to the laſt Day of November annually, upon thePenalty of 
ten Shillings a Head for Neat Cattle, Horſes or Mares, and on2Sh:/l:ng for each 
Sheep aad Swine that ſhall be turned and found on ſaid Beaches, Meadows, Penalty. 
or Shoars within the Time and Limits atoreſaid ; which Penalty ſhall be re- 
covered by the Sele&-Men or Treaſurer of the ſaid Town of Zarmoutb, or 
any other Perſon that ſhall inform and ſue for the fame ; the one Half of 
the ſaid Forfeiture to him or them that ſhall inform and ſue for the ſame, the 
other Half to be to and for the Uſe of the Poor of the ſaid Town. 

And be it further enacted, That if any Neat Cattle or Horſe-Kind, or Cade ww by 
Sheep orSwine, ſhall at any Time hereafter be found feeding on the ſaid Beaches impounded 
Meadows or Shoars Southweſt of Black- Earth aforeſaid within the Times a- in Cafe. 
foreſaid,that it ſhall and may be lawful for anyPerſon to impound the ſame, 
immediately giving Notice to theOwners,if known,otherwiſe to give publick 
Notice thereof in the ſaid Town of Zarmouth, and the two next adjoining 
Towns, and the Impounder ſhall relieve the ſaid Creatures with ſuitable Meat 
and Water while impounded ; and if theOwner thereof appear he ſhall pay 
the Sum of wo Shillings and fix Pence to the Impounder for each neat Beaſt 
and Horſe-Kind, and ix Pence for each Sheep and Swine, and the reaſonable 
Colt of relieving them, beſides the Pound Keeper's Fees : And if no Owner 
appear within the Space of ſix Days to redeem the faidCattle orHorle-Kind, 

Sheep or Swine ſo impounded, and to pay theCoſts andDamages occaſioned Cattle to be 
by impounding the ſame, then and in every ſuchCaſe the Perſonor Perſons im- ſold in Caſe. 
pounding ſuchCattle or Horſe Kind, Sheep orSwine, ſhall cauſe the ſame to be 
{21d at publick Vendue, and to pay the Coſt andCharges ariſing abouttheſame 
(publick. Notice of the Time and Place of ſuch Sale to be given in the ſaid 
Town of Yarmouth forty eight Hours before-hand) and the Overplus (if any 


In there 
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there be) ariſing by ſuch Sale, to be returned to the Owner of ſuchCattle or 
Horſe-· Kind, Sheep or Swine, at any Time within twelve Months next after, 
upon his demanding the ſame; but if noOwner appear within the ſaid twelve 
Months, then the ſaid Overplus ſhall be one Halt to the Party impounding, 
and the other Half to the Uſe of the Poor of the ſaid Town of Yarmouth. 
Officers to And be it further enacted, That the ſaid Town of Yarmouth at their 
be choſen Meeting in March annually for the Choice of Town Officers, be authorized 
44 4 — and impowered to chuſe one or more meet Perſon or Perſons, whoſe Duty it 
Aion. ſhall be to lee this Act obſerved, and to proſecute the Breakers thereof, and 
who ſhall be ſworn to the faithful Diſcharge of theirOffice : And in Caſe any 
Penalty for Perſon ſo choſen ſhall refuſe to be ſworn, he ſhall forteit and pay for the Uſe 
not ſerving. of the Poor of the ſaid Town of Yarmouth; the Sum of forty Shillings ; and 
m upoo ſuch Refuſal faid Town from Time to Time to proceed to a new 
Proviſo. Choice of ſuch Officer or Officers, 
Provided nevertheleſs, and it is hereby declared, That this A& ſhall not be 
conſtrued ſo as to reſtrain any Perſon or Perſons on the Whaling or Fiſhing 
Buſineſs, from turning their Horſes on the Piece of Common near faid Mea- 
Limitation. dows, in Caſe they confine ſuch Horſes to the ſaid Common. | 
This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of fiveYears from the 
Publication thereof, and no longer. 
 Reviv'd and Continu d till March 1. 1960. 
[ The three foregoing Atts were Publiſbed January 9. 1749. |] 
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Acts and Laws, 


Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
jeſty's Province of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay in New-England : Be- 
gun and Held at Boſton upon Wedneſday the thirty-firſt Day of 
May 1749, and continued by ſundry Prorogations and an Ad- 


journment to the twenty-ſecond Day of March following, and 
then met. 


mm 


— 


— — 
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; CHAP. VII. 
An Act againſt diminiſhing or counterfeiting Money. 


e E it enacted by the Lieutenant Governour, Council and 
— So 35 Houſe of Repreſentatives, That if any Perſon or Perſons after 
miniſhing any the Publication of this AR, ſhall torge or counterfeit Money or Coin, 
Coin, &. the Currency of which is eſtabliſhed or regulated by the Laws of this Pro- 
vince, or ſhall. forge or counterfeit any Money or Coin that is or ſhall be 

current in this Province, or ſhall for Gain waſh, clip, round, file, impair, 

falſify, ſcale, lighten or diminiſh any or either of the Monies or Coins atore- 

laid, or that ſhall utter any ſuch falſe, forged, counterfeir, waſhed, clipped, 

Or uttering rounded, filed, impaired, ſcaled, lightned or diminiſhed Money or Coin, 
ſuch Coin. knowing the ſame to be falſe, forged, counterfeited, waſhed, clipped, round- 
ed, filed, impaired, ſcaled, lightned, or diminiſhed, and be thereof convicted 

at the Superiour Court of Judicature Court of Aſſize and General Goal De- 

livery, every ſuch Perſon ſhall be fined at the Diſcretion of the ſaid Court, 

and alſo be ſet in the Pillory for the Space of one Hour, and then have one 

of his, her or theirEars cut oft, and from thence ſhall be drawn to theGallows 

and ſet thereon with a Rope about his or theirNecks for theSpace of anHour, 

and ſhall then be publickly whipped not exceeding twenty Stripes, and ſhall 

then be committed to the Houſe of Correction (but not receive the uſual 


Puniſhment at his, her or their firſt Entrance) and be kept to hard Labour 
for the Space of three Years. | | Provided 


Puniſhment 
for counter- 
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Provided nevertheleſs, That the Juſtices of ſaid Court may and ſhall at Proviſ 
their Diſcretion abate any Part of the Pains and Penalties aforeſaid, according 
to the Circumſtance of the Offence : And upon a ſecond Conviction of any Puniſhment 
or either of the Offences aforeſaid, ſuch Offender or Offenders ſhall be com- on a ſecond 
mitted to the Houſe of Correction, and there kept to hard Labour for the Conviction. 
Space of twenty Years. 

Saving always, That nothing in this Act mentioned ſhall be conſtrued ſo 
as to prevent any Goldſmith or other Perſon from melting into Bullion or 
working into Plate any of the Moneys aforeſaid, except his Majeſty's Coins. 

Provided alſo, That the making uſe of theCopperHalf-Pence andFarthings Proviſo. 
for the making or mending any Veſſel ſhall not be conſtrued a Breach of 
this Act. 

And be it further enacted, That whoever ſhall inform of any of the reward to 
foregoing Offences ſo as the Offender or Offenders may be convicted of the the Informer. 
ſame, ſuch Informer ſhall receive out of the Treaſury of this Province, the 
Sum of !wenty-five Pounds. 

And be it further enacted, That whoever ſhall buy or receive any Penalty for 
Clippings, Scalings or Filings of any of the aforeſaid Coins, knowing them to 2%Y"8 a; 
be Clippings, Scalings or Filings of the ſame, ſhall: be impriſoned for the | Shetty mY 
Space of oneYear, and pay a Fine of fiftyPciuends, oneMoiety whereof ſhall be 
to his Majeſty for and towards the Ule of the Government within this Pro- 
vince, and the otherMoiety to him or them that ſhall inform of ſaid Offence, 
ſo as the Offender or Offenders may be convicted of the fame. 

This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of five Years from Limftation: 
and after the Publication of it, and no longer. 


— 


Saving. 


H . 
An Act in Addition to and for rendring more effectual An 


Act for the reſtraining the taking exceſſive Uſury. 


HERE IS in and by an Ad made and pajsd in the fit car of theReign 
14 of King William and Queen Mary Intitied An Act tor the reſtraining Preamble. 
the taking exceſlive Ulury, 77 is enaed, © That no Perſon or Per- 

% ſons whatſoever from and after the firſtDay of Augy},in theYear 
of our Lord One Thouſand ſix Hundred ninety three, upon any Contract 
to be made after that 1'ime, ſhall take directly or indirectly, for Loan of 
any Moneys, Wares, Merchandize or otherCom modities whatſoever above 
** the Value of fx Pounds tor the Forbearance of One Hundred Pounds for a 
5+ Year ; and ſo after that Rate for a greater or leſſer Sum, or for a longer or 
e ſhorter Time: Notwithſtanding which, many Perfons do preſume do take and 
reſerve much more fer intereſt than the Rate aforeſaid, to the Diſcouragement of 
Induſtry, Trade andCommerce in this Province; the diſcovery and detetting whereof 
1s difficult, and the Provifion by the Law already made has proved in many Caſes 
mmeffeual : For preventing whereof for the future: 

Be it enacted by the Lieutenant Governour, Council and Houſe p. for 
of Repreſentatives, That when and ſo often as any Perſon or Perſons are taking more 
or ſhall be ſued on any Bond, Contract, Mortgage or Aſſurances whatſoever, than /ix per 
made after the tenth Day of April Anno Domini One Thouſand ſeven Hun- nook gg In- 
dred and fifty,for the Payment of any Moneys, Wares orMerchandize or other __ 
Commodities whatſoever, whereby or wherein any Sum is given, ſecured, or 
taken for the forbearing or giving Day of Payment for a longer or 
ſhorter Time, then and in ſuch Cale (the Creditor being alive) if the Deb- 8 
tor or Debtors ſhall come into Court where the ſaid Cauſe is to be tried, and made by the 
ſhall offer to make Oath, and, if required by the Court actually Swear to the Debtors Oaths 
ſagie, that there is taken reſerved or ſecured by ſuch Bond, Contract, Mort- 

gage 


cc 
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Unleſs the 
Creditor will 
diſcharge 
himſelf upon 
Oath. 


Provilo. 


Limitation, 


Preamble. 


Penalty for 
letting any 
Houſe for 
Stage-Plays, 
&G 


Penalty to 
Actors and 
Spectators, 


Diſpoſal and 
Manner of 
recovering 
the Penalties. 


Limitation, 


gage or Aflurance, above the Rate of fx Pounds in the Hundred for the For- 
bearance of the ſame, whether it be Money or other Things for oneYear,and 
ſo after that Rate tor any greater or leſſ-rSum, or for a longer or ſhorter Time, 
or that the Creditor or Creditors have received more than at the Rate of /ix 
Pounds in the Hundred for the Loan of the Money or other Things ſued for, 
ſuch Bond, Contract, Mortgage or Aſſurance ſhall be utterly void, and theDeb- 
tor fully and abſolutely diſcharged from the Payment of any Moneys, Goods 
or other Things lent, exchanged, bargained, ſold or agreed for as aforeſaid, 
unleſs the Creditor orCreditors will nd fide Swear, T hat he, ſhe or they, have 
not directly or indirectly, wittingly taken or received more than after the 
Rate of /ix per Cent. for Forbearance or giving Day of Payment, and that by 
ſuch Bond, Contract, Mortgage or Aſſurance, there is not reſerved, ſecured or 
taken more than after the Rate of fx per Cent. for Forbearance or giving 
Day of Payment for the Goods, Moneys or other Things ſued for or demand- 
ed: Any Law, Uſage or Cuſtom to the contrary notwithſtanding. 

Provided nothing in this Act ſhall extend to the letting of Cattle, or other 
Uſages of like Nature in Practice amongſt Farmers, or Maritime Contracts 
amongſt Merchants as Bottomry, Inſurance or Courſe of Exchange, as hath 
been heretofore accuſtomed. | | 

This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of fiveYears from the 
Publication thereof, and no longer. 


M—— WY 
Ds — —— 


CHAP; X 
An Act to prevent Stage-Plays and other Theatrical 
Entertainments. 


R preventing and avoiding the many and great Miſchiefs which ariſe from 
publick Stage- Plays, Interludes and other Theatrical Entertainments,which 
not only occaſion great and unneceſſary Expences, and diſcourage Induſtry 

and Fragality, but likewiſe tend generally to increaſe Immorality, Impiety aud 8 
Contempt of Religion : A 


Be it enacted by the Lieutenant Governour.Council and Houſe 
of Repreſentatives, That from and after the Publication of this Act no 


Perſon or Perſons whoſoever ſhall or may for his or theirGain,or for any Price 
or valuable Conſideration, let or ſuffer to be uſed and improved any Houſe, 
Room or Place whatſoever, for acting or carrying on any Stage- Plays, Inter- 
ludes or other Theatrical Entertainments, on Pain of forfeiting and paying for 
each and every Day or Time ſuch Houſe, Room or Place ſhall be let, uſed or 
improved contrary to this Act /wenty Pounds. 

And be it further enacted, That if at any Time or Times whatſoever 
from and after the Publication of this Act anyPerſon or Perſons ſhall be preſent 
as an Actor in orSpeCtator of anyStage-Play, Interlude orTheatricalEntertain- 
ment in any Houſe, Room or Place where a greater Number of Perſons than 
twenty ſhall be aſſembled together, every ſuch Perſon ſhall forfeit and pay 
for every Time he or they ſhall be preſent as aforeſaid ive Pounds. 

The Forfeitures and Penalties aforeſaid to be one Half to his Majeſty for 
the Uſe of the Government, the other Half to him or them that ſhall inform 
and ſue for the ſame. And the aforeſaid Forteitures and Penalties may like- 
wiſe be recovered by Preſentment of the Grand Jury; in which Caſe the 
whole of the Forfeiture ſhall be to his Majeſty for theUſe of this Government. 


This Act to be in Force and continue five Years from the Publication 
hereof, and no longer. 
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An Act in Addition to the Act Intitled, An Act ro prevent 9 
Damage F 0 unto Billingſgate-Bay in the Town of 1 
Eaſtham, by Cattle and Horſe-Kind and Sheep feeding 
on the Beach and Iſlands adjoining thereto. | 


HEREAS Samuel Smith, E/q; for himſelf and the Proprietors of the preamble. 
.. T/lands and Beach lying weſterly of Billingſgate-Bay,andSouth of Griffin's 
Iſland, have repreſented to this Court, that the good End propoſed by the Act made 
in the fixteenth Year of bis preſent Majeſty's Reign, Intitled An Act to prevent 
Damage being done unto Billingſgate- Bay in the Town of Eaſtham by Cattle 
and Horſe-Kind andSheep feeding on theBeach and Iſlands adjoining thereto, 
will be wholly fruſtrated, unleſs further Proviſion be made for that Purpoſe, and 
therefore have propoſed, at their ownCo#t to build a Fence. a-croſs the North Part 
of the Great- and, and ſo into the Sea, as alſo a Houſe on ſaid Iſland, and ſettle 
and continue'a Family therein to ſecure the ſame, in Caſe they may be allowed the 
Priviledge of feeding a Number of Cattle thereon at certain Seaſons of the Year : 

Be it therefoze enacted by the Lieutenant Governour, Touncil proprietors 
and Houſe of Repreſentatives, That for and during the Term of ſeven of N Hoek 
Years,accounting from the firſt of March One Thouſand ſeven Hundred and Beach an 
forty nine, it ſhall and may be lawful for the ſaid Samue! Smith, and thePro- ar gg wr pf 
prietors aforeſaid, and their Heirs, Executors and Adminiſtrators, to feed on Number of 
the Beach and Iſlands aforeſaid five Cattle, from the firſt of March to the firſt Cattle there- 
of May, and twenty five Head of Cattle from the firſt of O#ober until the on. 
laſt of November annually ; and one Cow for the Ule of the Family that may 
be ſettled on faidIfland for and during the whole of theTerm before mention- 
ed: Any Thing in the aforeſaid Act to the contrary notwithſtanding. 

Provided that he the ſaid Samuel Smitb and the Proprietors aforeſaid, their proviſo. 
Heirs, Executors or Adminiſtrators, ſhall and do make and maintain a good 
and ſufficient Fence a-croſs the North Part of the ſaidifland,and into the Sea ; 


alſo build a Houſe on ſaidIfland,and ſettle and keep a Family therein during 
the Term aforeſaid. 


e HAP. XII. 

An Act to prevent Damage being done on the Meadows 

and Beaches lying in and adjoining on the North Side of 

the Town of Harwich between Skeket-Harbour on 
the Eaſt and Setuckez-Harbour on the Welt. 


IJ/ HEREAS many Perſons frequently drive Numbers of Neat Cattle, Horſes, preamble, 
Sheep and Swine to feed upon the Beaches, Meadows and Shores adjoining to 

the NorthSide of Harwich,lying betweenSkeket-Harbour on theEaft and Setuc- 

ket-Harbour on the Weſt,whereby the Ground is much broken and damnified, and 

the Sand blown on ſaid adjoinins Meadows and Uplands, to the great Damage, not 


only of ſundry privatePerſons in their Property, but alſo to the Inhabitants of ſaid 
Town in general : | 


Be it enacted by the Lieutenant Sovernour, Council andYoule of penany for 
Repreſentatives, That from and after the Publication of this Act, noPerſon Horſes and 


or Perſons ſhall preſume to turn any Neat Cattle, Horſe- Kind, SheeporSwine Sheep 7 p 
to or upon any of the Beaches, Meadows or Shores that lie on the NorthSide Seine ern 


of the Lown of Harwich, betweenSkeket- Harbour on the Eaſt and Setucket- Har- . $7 3 | 
eur on the Weſt, at any Time between the firlt of April and the laſt of October & Meadows. (} 


So yearly, 
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Harwich Beaches 


How to be 
recovered & 


diſpoſed of. 


Proviſo. 


Cattle found 
feeding on 
ſaid Meadows 
&c. to be im- 
pounded, 


To be ſold 
where the 
Owner does 
not app ar. 


Diſpoſal of 
the Produce. 


Perſons to be 
choſen to ſee 
to the Obſer- 
vance of this 
Act. 


Proviſo. 


year ly, during the Continuance of this Act, on Penalty of paying for each 
Offence five Sbillings à Head for Neat Cattle, Horſes or Mares of one Year 
old or a3 WISE, one Shilling and fix Pence a Head for each Sheep or Swine 
that ſhall be turned or found on ſaid Beaches, Meadows or Shores within the 
Limits aforeſaid, which Penalty ſhall be recovered by the Select Men or 
Treaſurer bf the ſaid Town of Harwich,or any other Perſon that-ſhall inform of 
and ſue for the ſame; the one Half of ſaid Forfeiture to him or them that 
ſhall inform of and ſue for the ſame, the other Half to be to and for the Uſe 
of the Poor of ſaid Town; provided the ſaid Town of Harwich in Comun- 
ion with the Town of Eaſt ham, or Proprietors of ſaidBeach orSedgeGround, 
keep up a two Rail Fence during ſaid Lime, on or near the Place as uſual,on 
the Eaſt Side of great Skeket- Harbour, beginning at the Land of Nathanael 


Freeman,F.\q; theace extending north-welterly on ſaid Flats or SedgeGround 
near halt a Mile as uſual. | We 43 


And be it further enacted, That if any Neat Cattle, Horſe-Kiad, Sheep 
or Swine, ſhall at any Time hereafter be found feeding, on the ſaid Beaches, 
Meadows orShores that lie between ſaidSkeker- Harbour and faidSetuket-Har- 
Jour in ſaid Harwich,it ſhall and may be lawful for anyPerſon to impound the 
ſame, immediately giving Notice thereof to the Owners, it known, otherwiſe to 
give publick Notice thereof by poſting the ſame up in ſome publick Place 
in ſaid Town and the two next adjoining Towns; and the Impounder ſhall 
relieve the ſaid Creatures with ſuitable Meat and Water while impounded : 
And if theOwner thereof appear to redeem his impoundedCreatures, he ſhall 
pay one Shilling and fix Pence to the Impounder for each neatBeaſt andHorle- 
Kind, and fix Pence for each Sheep and Swine, and the reaſonableCoſts of re- 
lieving, belides the Pound-keeper's Fees as by Law appointed for ſuch Crea- 
tures; and if noOwner appear within theSpace of ſixDays to redeem the ſaid 
Cattle, Horſe-Kind, Sheep or Swine ſo impounded, and to pay the Coſt and 
Damage occaſioned by impounding the ſame ; then and in every ſuchCaſe the 
Perſon impounding ſuchCattle 0: Horſe-Kind, Sheep orSwine, ſhall cauſe the 
ſame to be ſold at publick Vendue, and pay theCoſt and Charges ariſing about 
the ſame,publick Notice of the Time and Place of ſuch Sale to be given in 
the ſaid Town of Harwich, and in the Towns of Eaſtham and Yarmouth fort 
eight Hours before-hand ; and the Overplus (if any there be) ariſing by ſuch 
Sale, to be returned to the Owner of ſuch Cattle or Horſe-Kind, Sheep or 
Swine, at any Time within twelve Months next after, upon his demanding the 
ſame; but it no Owner appear within the ſaid twelve Months, then the ſaid 
Overplus ſhall be one Half tu che Party impounding ſuch Cattle, Horſe- 


Kind, Sheep or Swine, and the other Half to the Uſe of the Poor of the ſaid 
Town of Harwich. 


And be it further enacted, That the ſaidTown of Harwich, at a Meet- 
ing of ſaid Town called for that Purpoſe,or at their Meeting in March annu- 
ally for the Choice of Town Officers, be authorized and impowred to chuſe 
one or more meet Perion or Perſons, whole Duty it ſhall be to ſee to the due 
Obſervance of this Act, and to proſecute the Breakers thereof, and who ſhall 
be ſworn to the faithful, Diſcharge of their Office: And in Caſe any Perſon fo 
choſen ſhall retuſe to be ſworn, he ſhall forfeit and pay tenShil.ings for the Uſe 
of the Poor ot ſaid Town of Harwich; and upon ſuch Retuſal ſaid Town from 


lime to Time to proceed to a newChoice of ſuchOfficer or Officers, until one 
or more Perton or Perſons will ſerve therein. 


Provided that nothing in this Act ſhall be conſtrued to prevent the Owner 
or Owners of ſaid Beach or Meadows, or any improving under them, from 


Lurning on their Horles they ride, or Cattle they improve in their Teams, to 
feed 
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Sheep and Goats. Regulation of Swine. 89 
* on ſaid Beach or Meadows while they are cutting or carting their Hay ? 
off ſaid Beach or Meadows adjoining. 
This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of five Years from 
the Publication thereof; and no longer. ase 


— OT u_— 


— — 


253 CHAP. xu. 
An Act in Addition to the Act Intitled, An Act to en- 
courage the Increaſe of Sheep and Goats. 


pf HERSD in and by an A made in the fourteenth Year of his preſent 

FF Majeſty's Reign, Intitled, An Act to encourage the Increaſe of Sheep and Preamble. 
Goats, it is enacted, That from and after the Publication of the ſaid 

« Act, no Rams or He-Goats ſhall be ſuffered to go at Large, or be out of 

« the Incloſure of theOwner thereof, from the tenth Day of Auguſt till after 

<« the fifteenthDay of November annually, under the Penalty of ffteenShillings :* 

which has been found inconvenient in ſome Towns in this Province, in as much 


as by a firift Adherence to the ſaid Ad the Lambs and Kids will annually come too 
late for Profit : Wherefore, = 


Be it-enatted by the Lieutenant Governour, Council and Houſe 1 if 
of Repreſentatives, That it ſhall be in che Power of any Town at a Town es Liberty 1 
Meeting for that Purpoſe appointed, by a Vote to give Liberty for Rams or for Sheep and \ 
He- Goats to go at Large within theBounds of ſuch Town, at any other Times Goats to go 
than thoſe limited in ſaid Act, or to reſtrain them, as the ſeveral Towns at t large &c. 
ſuch Meeting ſhall think proper; and in ſuch Caſe it ſhall be lawful for any 


1 
and every Perſon or Perſons to ſuffer his or their Rams and He-Goats to go {! 


at Large : Any Thing in the betore recited Act to the contrary notwith- 
itanding. | 


[ The fix foregoing Adds were Publiſhed April 21. 1750. 


An Act, 
Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 


jeſty's Province of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay in New-England : Be- 


gun and Held at Boſton upon Wedneſday the thirtieth Day of 
May 1750. 


—_— 


—_— 


mad 


— — 


CHAP. 1. 
AnAdt in Addition to the Act for the better regulatingSwine. 


q / HEREAS in and by an Act made and paſs'd in the twentieth Year of 


Swine, It is among other Things enatted, ** That from and after the 
Publication thereof, no Swine ſhall be ſuffered to go at Large, 


bis preſent Majeſty's Reign, Intitled, An Act for the better regulating Preamble. 
44 


cs 
cc 
4 
«c 


«6 


or be out of the Incloſure of the Owner thereof, under certain Penalties 
in ſaid Act mentioned; Provided nevertheleſs, That it ſhall be in the Power 
of any Town in a Town Meeting tor that Purpoſe appointed, from Time 
to Time by a Vote to give Liberty for Swine going at Large within the 
Bounds of ſuch Town; and in ſuch Caſe, it ſhall be lawtul for any and 


every Perion and Perſons to ſuffer his or their Swine to go at Large.” 
And whereas the Power therein granted to the ſeveral Towns of aſſembling for 
giving Liberly for Swine to go at Large is not reſtrained to any particular Time 
of the Year ; by Reaſon whereof ſome Towns have been ſundry Times called lo- i] 
gether for that Purpoſe in different and ſometimes in buſy Seaſons of the Year, 1 
whereby their private Affairs and Buſineſs have been interrupted, and much Time 
needlefly expended, and Contentions raiſed among the Inhabitants : 
For the Prevention whereof for the future; 


Ve 


1750. 
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Admeaſurement of Boards, Shingles, Sc. 
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Be it enacted by the Lieutenant Governour, Council and Houſe 
of Repreſentatives, That from and after the Publication of: this Act, 
the Power of the ſeveral Towns of granting Liberty for Swine to go 
at Large be and the ſame is hereby reſtrained to the Month of March in the 
ſeveral Years during which the ſaid Act is to continue in Force, and to the 
Anniverſary Meeting for the Choice of Town Officers in the, ſame Month, at 
which Time, it ſhall be lawful for any Town tv give Liberty for Swine to go 
at Large during the Whole ar ſuch Part of Ge as ſhalt be. judged moſt 
for the Benefit of the Inhabitants. | OE 

And whereas the Situation and Circumſtances of the different Parts of ſome 
Towns may be ſuch, as that it may be convenient that Swine go at Large in one 
Part, and not ſo in another Part of the ſame Town : ' | 

Be it therefoze further enacted, That when the Inhabitants of any 
Town within this Province. ſhall judge it moſt convenient for Swine to go 
at Large in fome certain Part or Parts only of 'the Town, ſuch Town is 
hereby impowered (under the aforetnentionedReftriftion as to Time) to grant 
Liberty for Swine to go at Large within ſuch Limits as ſhalf be aſſigned for 
that Purpoſe, by the Town ; and it any Swine ſhall be found going at Large 
without ſuch Limits (either of Place or Time) as ſhall be ſo aſſigned, the 
Owner or Owners thereof ſhall incur the Penalties by the Act aforeſaid in 
ſuch Caſe already provided. 8 05 CY 

This Act to continue in Force until the End of the Sitting of the General 
Court in May, Anno Domini One Thouſand ſeven Hundred and fifty ſeven, 
and no longer. 1 | 8 

[ The foregoing Ad was Publiſh*d June 


: thn Act, 


Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
jelty's Province of the Mafjachuſetts-Bay in New-England : Be- 
gun and Held at Boſton upon Wedneſday the thirtieth Day of 


May 1750, and continued by Prorogations to Wedneſday the 
twenty-{ixth Day of September following. 


— 8 n A NES” 

An Act in further Addition to an Act Intitled, An Act 
for rendring more eſfectual the Laws already in Being, 
relating to the Admeaſurement of Boards, Ic. and for 


preventing Fraud and Abuſe in Shingles, &c. 


* ERF As the Laws now in Force for regulating the Mie of Shingles, 
and the Admeaſurement of Boards, are inſufficient to anſwer the good and 
ſalutary Ends propoſed ty them : : 

Be it enacted by theLieutenant Governour, Council and Houſe 
of Repreſentatives, That all Shingles that are expoſed to publick Sale 
in this Province, ſhall be at leaſt, one with another, fourInches inBeadth, fifteen 
Inches in Length, one third of an Inch thick at the Butt End of the Shingle, 
neither of them to be under three Inches in Width; and that all Shingles be- 
fore they are ſhip'd off from any of the Maritime Towns in ſaidProvince, ſhall 
be culled by a ſworn Culler, who is hereby fully authorized and required to 
condemn all thoſe Shingles that ſhall be ſhort of the Dimenſions aforeſaid ; 
and in Caſe there ſhall be above five Shingles that are under two Inches in 
Width,or twelve Inches in Length, in a Bundle of two Hundred and 275 

an 


aw 


30. 1750. J 


1 


Anno Regni Regis G E ORG II, II. Viceſimo Quarto. 1750. 


: Suppreſling of Riots, &c. g1 


and ſo in Proportion to a larger or ſmaller Bundle, the Bundle in which ſuch 

Shingles are contained, ſhall be forfeited ; and theSurveyor orCuller is hereby 

= required and fully authorized to condemn all ſuch Shingles ; Notice being 

” firſt given to the Owner or Owners of ſaid Shingles to be preſent, if he or they To be for the 
ſee Cauſe, which Shingles ſhall be delivered to the Select- Men or Overſeers of wy of the 

the Poor in the Town where ſuch Shingles are condemned, for the Benefit of 88 

the Poor of ſaid Town, firſt deducting therefrom the Charge of Culling or 

= Surveying. 

f and be it further enacted, That if any ſworn Culller or Surveyor ſhall 3 

neglect or refuſe to do his Duty in condemning all ſuch Shingles aforeſaid, he net — 8 

ſhall upon Conviction in any of his Majeſty's Courts, forfeit the Sum of ten Duty. 

Pounds, one Half for the Informer, and the other Moiety for the Poor of the 

Town where ſuch Offence is committed ; to be recovered by Bill, Plaint or 

Information. 

And bs it further enacted, That all Shingles in eachTown where they Shingles not 
are made, or at the Place of firſtSale, before theirDelivery,ſhall be ſurveyed by furveyed to be 
a ſworn Surveyor, and the TownBrand ſet upon the Hoop of the Bundle: And —— 
all Shingles offered to Sale without bring ſurveyed and marked as aforeſaid, 
ſhall be forfeited ; And the Surveyor is hereby impowered and directed to 
condemn all ſuch Shingles for the Uſe of the Poor of the Town where ſuch 
Shingles are condemned: And in Caſe the Surveyor ſhall refuſe or negle to 
do his Duty, he ſhall forfeit the Sum of fen Pounds, one Half for the Poor of 
the Town, the other Moiety for him that ſhall inform or ſue for the ſame, to | 
be recovered by Bill, Plaint or Information in any of his Majeſty's Courts. j 

And whereas there is often great Fraud and Deceit in the Admeaſurement of Preamble. 
Boards, by Reaſon that the Surveyors are not by Law obliged to have anyRegard if 
to the Thickneſs of the Boards, by which Means great Wrong and Injury is done 1 
to the Purchaſer, who imports them Io foreign Markets : 

Be it therefoze enacted, That all Boards that are brought to Market, Regulation 1 
ſhall be full once Inch thick, and of a ſquare Edge, to be reckoned Merchan- or romp 5 
table; and that the Surveyor or Surveyors upon Oath, are hereby authorized ; 
and required to make proper Allowance to the Purchaſer in their Admeaſure- 
ment, tor thoſe Boards that are ſhort of an Inch in Thickneſs, and that are | 
not {quare Edged,as well as for thoſe that are ſplit and knotty. DRE 99 | 

This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of five Years from the Lim tauon. 

Publication thereof, and no longer. 


[ The foregoing Act was Publiſhed October 12. 1750. |] 


An Acc, 


Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
jeſty's Province of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay in New-England : Be- 
gun and Held at Boſton upon Wedneſday the thirtieth Day of 


May 1750, and continued by Prorogations to Thurſday the 
tenth Day of January following. 


— — 


; 
4 
| 
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CAP; III. = 


An Act for preventing and ſuppreſſing of Riots, Routs, 
cient to prevent Routs, Riots, and tumultuous Aſſemblies, and the evil 


and unlawful Aſſemblies. 
WW ini the Proviſion already made by Law has been found inſuffi- Preamble, 
Conſequences thereof : Wherefore, 
de K Be 


1780. Anno. Regni Regis GEORG II, II. Viceſimo Qoarto. | 


* —— — 


92 Suppreſſing of Rioes, Ge. 


Offieers to Be it enatted by theLieutenant Governour, Council and Houſe 
make Procla- of Repreſentatives, That trom and after the Publication of this Act, if 
Parſons — any Perſons to the Number of Twelve or more, being Arm'd with Clubs 
notouſiy af- Or other Weapons, or if any Number of Perſons conſiſting of Fifty or up- 
ſembled. - wards, whether armed or not, ſhall be unlawfully riotouſly or tumultuouſly 
aſſembled ; any Juſtice of the Peace, Field-Officer or Captain of the Militia, 
Sheriff of the County or Under- Sheriff, or any Conſtable of the Town, ſhall 
among, theRioters, or as near to them as he can ſafely come, commandSilence 
while Proclamation is making, and ſhall openly make Proclamation in theſe 
or the like Words, | 
Form of the Our Sovereign Lord the KING, chargeth and commandeth all Perſons, being 
Proclamation, aſſembled, immediately to diſperſe themſelves, and peaceably to depart to their 
Habitation:, or to their lawful Buſineſs, upon the Pains contained in the A of 
this Province made in the twenty-ſourth Year of his Majeſty King GEORGE 
the Second, for preventing and ſuppreſſing of Riots, Routs, and unlawful 
Aſſemblies. GOD ſave the Kins. 

And it ſuch Perſons ſo unlawfully aſſembled, ſhall after Procla mation 
made, not diſperſe themſclves within one Hour, it ſhall be lawful for every 
ſuch Officer or Officers, and for ſuch other Perſons as he or they ſhall com- 
mand to be aſliſting, to ſeize ſuch Perſons, and carry them before a Jultice 
of Peace: And if fuch Perſon ſhall be killed or hurt by Reaſon of their re- 
liſting the Perſons ſo diſperſing or ſeizing them, the ſaid Officer or Officers 
and their Aſſiſtants ſhall be indemnified and held guiltleſs. And all Perſons 
who for the Space of one Hour after Proclamation made as aforeſaid, or to 

penalty for hom Proclamation ought to have been made, if the ſame had not been 
Diſobedienoe. hindred, ſhall unlawfully, routouſly, riotouſly and tumultuouſly continue 
together, or ſhall wilfully let or hinder any ſuch Officer who ſhall be known, 
or ſhall openly declare himſelf to be ſuch, from making the ſaid Proclama. 
tion, ſhall torteit all their Lands and Tenements, Goods and Chattles, to His 
Majeſty (or ſuch a Part thereof as ſhall be adjudged by the Juſtices before 
whom ſuch Offence ſhall be tried) to be applied towards the Support of the 
Government of this Province, and ſhall be whipt thirty-nine Stripes on the 
naked Back at the publick Whipping- Poſt, and ſuffer one Year's Impriſon- 
ment, and once every three Months during ſaid Impriſonment, receive the 
iame Number of Stripes on the naked Back, at the publick Whipping-Poſt, 
as aloreſaid. And it any ſuch Perſon or Perſons ſo riotouſly aſſembled, ſhall 
demoliſh or pull down, or begin to demoliſh or pull down any Dwelling- 
Houte or other Houſe parcel thereof, any Houſe built for publick Uſes, any 
Barn, Mill, Malt-Houſe, Store-Houſe, Shop or Ship, he or they ſhall ſuffer 
Tuis Ac to be the fame Pains and Penalties, as are before provided in this Act. . 
read at the an- AND be it further enacted, That this Act ſhall be read at every General 
niverſary Meet Sefſions of the Peace, and at the anniverſary Meeting of each Town, within 
on of Bag this Province annually ; and no Perſon ſhall be proſecuted for any Offence 
"eral Seto, Contrary to this Act, unleſsProſecution be commenced within twelve Months 
of the Peace, after the Offence committed. 
Provided always, That where there ſhall appear any Circumſtanees to 
Judges im- mitigate or alleviate any of the Offences againft this Act in the Judgment 
waage * a- of the Court before which ſuch Offence ſhall be tried, it ſhall and may be 
niſhmene of lawful for the Judges of ſuch Court to abate the whole of the Puniſhment of 
Whipping, in VWhipping, or ſuch Part thereof as they ſhall judge proper: Any Thing in 
C aſe. this Act ro the contrary notwithſtanding. 
3 This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of three Years from 
Limitation. © the Publication thereof, and no longer. 
Reviv'd and Continu'd till June 23. 1758. 
|. The foregoing Att was Publiſbd February 14. 1750. 0 5 
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Anno Regni Regis GEORGTII, II. Viceſimo Quarto. 170. 
Support of Miniſters. 3 


Adds and Laws, ; 


Paſſed by the Great and .General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
. jeſty's Province of the Maſſachuſettu-Bay in New-England : Be- 
gun and Held at Beſton upon Wedneſday the thirtieth Day of 

May 1750, and continued by Prorogations and Adjournment 

to Wedneſday the twenty-ſeventh Day of March following. 


18 CHAP. Iv. 
An Act providing for the Support of Miniſters in New 


Plantations. 


of the Peace within this Province to afford Relief to Miniſters who ſhall 
not be ſuitably ſupported, is ſo reſtrained as not to extend to the Relief of 


| ö A. the Power by Law granted to the Courts of General Seſſions Preamble; 


ſuch Miniſters as are or may be ſettled in new Plantations not eretted 


| into Towns or Diſtrifts ; and it being neceſſary that Proviſion be made by Law 


or the Encouragement and Maintenance of ſuch : 
Be it therefoze enacted by the Lieutenant Governour, Council Minitters of 


and Houſe of Reprefentatives, That in Caſe of Neglect in the Pro- new Plantati- 


rietors or Occupants of any new Plantation within this Province in fulfilling gs p- 


their Contract or Agreement with the Miniſter or Miniſters of ſuch Plantation fed by the 


(qualified as fthe Law directs) reſpecting his or their Settlement or Support, Court of Ge- 
the Court of General Seſſions of the Peace within and for the County where- 2eral Seſſions 


in ſuch Plantation is, are hereby impowered and directed (upon Application f the Peace. 


to them made for that Purpoſe) to provide for the Relief of ſuch Miniſter or 


Miniſters: And in Cafe the Aſſeſſors for ſuch new Plantation do or ſhall 


neglect duly to aſſeſs and apportion the full Sum voted or agreed on for the 


Settlement or Support of ſuch Miniſter orMiniſters, according to the truelntent 
of the Contract, the ſaid Court are hereby impowered and directed to appoint 


three or more ſufficient Freeholders within the ſame County, to aſſeſs theOc- 


cupants or Proprietors who are Parties to ſuch Contract, ſuch Sum as (at 


the Time of making ſuch Application) ſhall be judged by ſaid Court to be 


due to ſuch Miniſter or Miniſters by Virtue of ſuch Contract, together with 
ſuch furtherSum (in Caſe Pay ment has been long and unreaſonably delayed) 
as faid Court ſhall judge ſufficient, to afford to ſuch Miniſter or Miniſters 
meet Recompence for any Damages ſuſtained by ſuch Neglect; ſuch Aſſeſs- 
ment to be made on the Occupants or Proprietors in ſuch Proportion as they 
may have agreed among themſelves, or (it no ſuch Agreement ſhall appear) 
as ſaid Court ſhall judge moſt juſt and equitable ; and faid Court ſhall make 


out and affix to a Liſt of ſuch Aſſeſsment a Warrant (in like Form mutatis Warrant in u- 


mul andis as is by Law preſcribed for levying and collecting of Town Rates or Oe Io 
Aſſeſsments) which Warrant ſhall be ſigned by the Clerk of ſuch Court, and the Collectors 
directed to the Collector or Collectors of Taxes in ſuch Plantation (if any to collect ſaid 


there be) or to ſuch Perſon or Perſons as ſaid Court ſhall appoint for that Aſſeſsment. 


- Purpoſe, requiring him or them to collect and levy the Sum total of the ſaid 
- Liſt, and to pay in the ſame unto ſuch Miniſter or Miniſters, or to ſuchPer- 


> fon or Perfons as ſaid Court ſhall appoiat to receive the fame for his or their 
> Uſe; and ſuch Collector or Collectors, or other Perſon or Perſons to whom 


: of his or their Dues ſhall be with-held from the Miniſter or Miniſters of ſuch 


F ſuch Warrant ſhall be directed, are hereby fully authorized to execute the 
* ſame, and to collect ſuch Aſſeſsment of the Perſons named in ſuch Liſt, 
whereſoever they may be found within this Province. 


And be it further enacted, That when and ſo often as timely Payment 


new 
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Delinquent new Plantation, the Juſtices of the ſaid Court of General Seſſions of the Peace 
— and are hereby impowered and directed to convent before them the Aſſeſſors, Col- 
ollectors to lector or Collect Rubs och 
be convented lector or Collectors, or ſuch others as have been or may be ſpecially appointed 
before the by the Occupants or Proprietors of ſuch Plantation,to takeCare in chat Mat- 
Court. ter, and upon Conviction of Neglect therein to impoſe a Fine on each Delin- 
; quent not exceeding forty Shillings for the firſt Offence, and upon every after 
4 _ * Conviction of ſuch Neglect to impole a Fine of four Pounds, to be levied by 
80 Diſtreſs and Sale of the Offender's Goods, and to be applied for the making of 
meet Satisfaction unto the Aſſeſſors or Collectors that may have been ap- 
pointed and employed by ſaid Court in the Service aforeſaid; the Remainder 
(if any be) to be paid to the County Treaſurer, for defreying the neceſſary 
Charges of the County. | 


Lies This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of five Years from 
the Publication thereof, and no longer. 


— 


CHAP. v. 
An Act in Addition to an Act for regulating Fences, 


Cattle, &c. 


Preamble HERE AS in and by an Adt made and paſs'd in the fifth Year of the 

J ; Reign of King William and Queen Mary, Intitled, An Act for regula- 
ting Fences, Cattle, &c. It is enacted, That for every Sheep in every Town, 
* going on the Commons without being under the Hand of a Shepherd from the 
«*« firſt of May to the laſt of October in every Year, the Owner or Keeper of tbe 
ſaid Sheep ſhall pay the Sum of three Pence, for every Sheep at any Time ſo 
found running on the Common, not under the Hand of a Shepherd or Keeper 
* betwixt the firſt of May and laſt of October yearly ;” And it being found 
by Experience that great Damage is often done by Sheep ia the Month of 
April, eſpecially among Engliſh Grain: 


Therefore to prevent ſuch Inconveniencies for the future: 


Fine forSheep Be it enacted by theLieutenant Governour, Council and Houſe 
going atLarge of Repreſentatives, That for every Sheep in any Town within this 


ith . . 
Shepherd be- Province going on the Commons or Ways, without being under the im- 
tween the i th mediate Care and Inſpect ion ot a Shepherd or Keeper from the fifteenth of 


o Mok ond March to the laſt Day of October in every Year, the Owner or Keeper of 
E 14it © 


; by. | 
* * 
1 V3 N 


1 6 * £ f 
5 
1 N 


Ogsber Vearly ſuch Sheep ſhall pay three Pence for each and every Sheep ſo found running 


unleſs allow: on the Commons or Ways, without a Shepherd or Keeper at any Time from 
ed by the the fifteenth Day of March to the laſt of Oober. 

Town. Provided nevertheleſs, That it ſhall be in the Power of any Town at their 
annual Meeting ia March, by a Vote to give Liberty for Sheep to go at 


rar Large the whole or any Part of the Time between the ſaid fifteenth Day of 
March and the firſt Day of May; and in ſuch Caſe, it ſhall be lawful for the 
Sheep in ſuch Town to go at Large during ſuch Time as ſhall be ſo voted : 
Any Thing in this or the before-recited Act to the contrary notwithſtanding. 
TW This Act to continue and be in Force for five Years from the Publication 


thereof, and no longer. 


[ The two foregoing Acts were Publiſhed April 27. 1751. } 
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Anno Regni Regis G E ORG II. IT. Viceſimo Quarto, 


Judicial Proceedings. Pews Rated. 


Adds and Laws, 


Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
jeſty's Province of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay in New-England : Be- 
gun and Held at Boſton uponWedneſday the twenty-ninth Day 
of May 1751, and continued by Prorogations to Friday the 3 
twenty- ſeventh Day of December following. 1 


1731. 


| CHAP. I j 
An Act for the better Regulation of the Courſe of Judicial 1 
Proceedings. i 
HEREAS by an Att made and paſſed in the ſecond Year of the Reign of preamble. 
Queen Anne, it is provided that © allPleas in Bar or Abatement ſhall 14 
be made originally in the Inferiour Courts inSuits there brought; ll 
and that when a Writ ſhall by Judgment of Court be barred or 
© abated, and the Plaintiff or Demandant appeals from ſuch Judgment to 
ce the Superiour Court of Judicature, if upon hearing the Appeal, the Supe- 
« riour Court, notwithſtanding the Pleas in Bar or Abatement adjudge the 
« Writ to be good and well brought, they ſhall reverſe the Judgment of the 
<« Inferiour Court and Award to the Apellant his full Coſts of both Courts; 
« and the next Seſſion of the InferiourCourt holden for the ſameCounty ſhall 
proceed to Trial of the Merits of the Cauſe upon the fame Writ without 
« any Delay, a new Entry thereof being made, and that the ſame Rule and 
« Method of Proceeding be obſerved in Appeals to be made from theJudg- 
« ment in Bar or Abatement given by any Juſtice of the Peace, to the Inte. 
« riour Court of Common Pleas :* In which Courſe of Proceeding, Suits are 
not only frequently unreaſonably delayed, but the Parties are therein put to need- 
leſs Expence : 
To the End therefore that Juſtice may more ſpeedily and with leſs Ex- 
pence be done : v 
Be it enacted by the Lieutenant Governour, Council andHouſe g aeg. 
of Repreſentatives, That when rhe Superiour Court of Judicature, Court ment in A- 
of Aſſize and General Goal Delivery ſhall reverſe a Judgment given by any batement of 
Inferiour Court of Common Pleas for abating a Writ ; and when any In- here 
feriour Court of Common Pleas ſhall reverſe a like Judgment given by a n 25 
Juſtice of the Peace; the reſpective Courts that reverſe the judgment, ſhall pro- the Cauſe on 
ceed to try the Cauſe, give Judgment therein, and award Execution thereon. the Merits. 
This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of three Years from 
the Publication thereof, and no longer. 


. 

An Act to impower the Proprietors of the Meeting-Houſe 

in the farſtPariſh in Salem where the Reverend Mr. 70h 

Spar hau now officiates, and alſo the Proprietors of the 

Meeting-Houſe in the third Pariſh in Mewhury where 

the Reverend Mr. John Lowell officiates, to raiſe Money 
tor defreying Miniſterial and other neceſſary Charges. 


Ir HEREAS i is found inconvenient to raiſe Money for defreying Mini terial 1 
u Charges in the firſt Pariſh in Salem and third Pariſh in Newbury by an 1 
Alſeſsment or Tax on Polls and Eftates in ſaid Pariſhes : N 


L Bb ] Be i] 


Anno Regni Regis GEORG II, II. viceſimo Quarto. 
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Proprietor of We it thereloze enacted by the Lieutenant Governour, Council 


Motos ts ho andpouſe ofRepreſentatives, That theProprictors ot the Meeting: Houſe 
firt Pariſh in in ſaid firſt Pariſh Sm, in which the Reverend Mr. John Sparbatoł officiates, 
Salem and the and the Proprietors of the Meeting-Houſe in the third Pariſh in Newbury, in 
id Pariſh in which Mr. 70 nLewel! officiates, be and hereby are allowed and impowered to 
Nee 77 m raiſe by an Aſſeisment or Tax on the Pews in the reſpective Meeting-Houſes 
powred to aſ- a s 
ſes Pews &c. aorementioned ſuch Sum or Sums as ſhall be agreed upon by the Proprietors 

| to pay Mini- Or the major Part of ſuch of them as ſhail be aſiembled at any legal Meeting 

„ ſterjal Charges called for that Purpoſe, for defreying the Miniſterial and other incidental 

OP Charges; the firſt Meeting of ſuch Proprietors to be called agreable to the Di- 

rection of the Act made and paſſed in the eighth and ninth Years of his preſent 

| Majeity's Reign, entitled, An At directing how Meetings of Proprietors in 

| 'Wharves or other real Eſtate may be called: 


And to the Intent that ſuch Tax or Aſſeſsmznt may be equitably made and duly 
collected: 


Manner of Be it further enaſted, That the Proprigęcors of the reſpective Meeting- 
Sera . N Houſes aforementioned be and hereby are in!powered to cauſe the Pews in 
, Taz,” cach of the aforeſaid Meeting- Houles to be valued according to the Conve- 
nience of ſaid Pews and the Scituarion thereof, and to put a newEiltimate upon 
the Pews from Time to Time as ſhall be found neceſſary, and to determine 
how much each Pew or Part of a Pew ſhall pay towards defreying the 
| Charges aforeſaid, and the Time andManner in which the ſame ſhall be paid, 
and appoint a Collector or Collectors to collect theSum or Sums ſo agreed to 
be railed, who ſhall be ſworn to the faithful Diſcharge of his ſaidTrult. And 
if any Proprietor or Owner of a Pew in either of the aforementioned Houſes 
| ſhall neglect or refuſe to pay the Sum or Sums aſſeſſed thereon after having 
fi twenty Days Notice thereof given him by the Collector, the Proprietors of 
the reſpective Meeting-Houſes ſhall be and hereby are impowered by them- 
ſelves or by their Committee to ſell or diſpoſe of the Pew of ſuch Delinquent 
according to the Valuation thereof as aforeſaid, and with the Money raiſed 
by ſuch Sale to pay the Aſſeſſment or Tax on ſaid Pew remaining unpaid, 
together with the Charges ariling on the Sale, the Overplus, it any there be, 
to be returned to the Owner thereof. 
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Proviſo. Provided nevertheleſs, That when the Owner of any Pew ſhall make a Ten- 
der of the ſame to the Proprietors or to their Committee at the Valuation a- 
foreſaid, and they ſhall refuſe or neglect to accept the ſame, no Sum ſhall be 
deducted out of the Sale of ſaid Pew but ſuch only as ſhall have become due 
before the making of ſaid Tender. 


Aud whereas Application hath been made to this Court to enable theProprictors 
of the Meeting Houſe in ſoid third Pariſh in Newbury to raiſe Part of the Sum 
that may be nece{jary for defreying Miniſterial Charges on the Perſons and Eſtates 
of ſuch as occupy Pews or Seats in ſaid Meeting-Hcuſe, and uſually attend the pub- = 
lic Morſbip of GOD in ſaid Houſe,over and above what may be raiſed on the Pews : | 
The whole 


Miniſterial Be it therefoze enacted, That the Proprietors of ſaid Houſe be and 
Charge to be hereby are impowered to tax or aſſeſs the ſeveral Perſons occupying or po!- 
raiſed on the ſeſſing Pews or Seats or Parts of Pews and Seats who uſually attend the pub- 
e ee at lick Worſhip in {aid Houſe, according to their ſeveral Abilities and Circum- 
ba. ftances, in order to raiſe Money ſufficient together with what may be aſſeſſed 
on the Pews to defrey their Miniſterial and other incidentalCharges ; and the 
ſaid Aſſeſsment or Tax ſhall be made and collected by ſuch Rules as Pariſh 
Taxes are made and collected; and thereupon all other Perſons and their 


Preamble. 


F.ftates in ſaid Pariſh not uſually attending the publick Worſhip in ſaid Houle, KF 


as 
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as well as thoſe who do, ſhall be freed from all PariſbTaxes during their con- 
tinuing to raiſe Money as aforeſaid. 


This Act to continue and be in Force for theS 
Publication of the ſame, and no longer. 


Continu'd till F 5 I. 1760. And to the End of the then next 


Seſſion of the General Court. 


[Te two foregoing Acts were Publiſhed January 31. 1732. 


Acts and Laws, 


\ Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 


jeſty's Province of the Mafſachuſetts-Bay in New-England : Be- 
gun and Held at Concord in the County of Middleſex, uponWed- 
neſday the twenty-ſeventh Day of May 1752, and continued 


byProrogations toWedneſday the twenty-ſecond Day of Novem- 
ber following, and then met at Cambridge. 


K 
— — 
4 


1 th 


——— — 


| E. A nw = 
An Act for further regulating the Proceedings of the Courts 


of Probate within this Province. 


named Executor in any laſt Will and Teſtament duly proved and 
approved, and who hath or ſhall accept of that Truſt, ſhall ſtand accountable 
to the Judge of Probate (for the Time being) of the County where ſuch laſt 
Teſtament was or ſhall be ſo approved, for and concerning the Eſtate of the 
Teſtator in his or her Hands or Poſleſſion, and touching his or her Proceed- 
ings in diſcharge of ſaid Truſt, when thereunto lawfully required: And ever 


ſuch Executor who (not having fully adminiſtred the Eſtate of the Teſtator, 


and paid his Debts and Legacies) ſhall refuſe or negle& to Account as afore- 
jaid (on Oath} at ſuch reaſonable Time as the ſaid Judge ſhall aſſign, being 
duly cited thereunto by ſuch Judge upon Application to him made for that 
Purpoſe, by any Heir, Legatee or Creditor, ſhall ſtand charged in the ſame 
Manner, and incur the ſame Penalties and Forfeitures, to be alike recovered 
and applied, as upon their Refuſal to exhibit an Inventory, Executors are lia- 
ble to by Force of the Act made in the twelith Year of his preſeat Majeſty's 
Reign, Intitled An AF for the more effeual ibliving of Executors to inventory 
the Estates of their Teſtators. 

Provided always, That nothing in this Act foregoing ſhall be underſtood 
to extend to any Executor who is or may be theReſiduaryLegatee to any laſt 


of Debts and Legacies in Manner as is by Law alteady provided. 
And be it further enacted, That every Commiſſioner for receiving 


the Claims of the Creditors to any Eſtate repreſented Inſolvent ſhall be under Commiſſion- 
ers to be under 


Oath faithfully to diſcharge the Truſt repoſed in him, ſuch Oath to be ad- 
miniſtred by the Judge of Probate in allCaſes where the Commiſſioners ſhall 
live within ten Miles of ſuch Judge's Dwelling Houſe, otherwiſe either by 
the ſaid Judge, or by auy Juſtice of the Peace tor the County. 


And be it further enacted, That when and fo often as any Perſon ſuſ- judge of pro- 


pected of concealing or embezzleing any Part of the Eſtate of any Perſon 
deceaſed, ſhall have been cited purſuant to Law, and ſhall refuſe to appear 
belore the Judge of Probate, the ſaid Judge is hereby impowered by Warrant 


under 


— 


pace of three Tears from the Limitation, 


C it enacted by the Lieutenant Governour, Council and x,ecutors of 
| lzouſe of Repreſentatives, That every Perſon named or to be Wills to Ac- 


count with 


the Judge af 


Probate. 


Penalty. 


Proviſo in 


Caſe the Ex- 
: : ecutor be a 
Will and Teſtament, and who may or ſhall have givenBond for the Payment reſiduary Le- 


gatee. 


Oath. 


bate to iſſue 


Warrant upon 


Embezzle- 
ment. 


. _— 
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under his Hand and Seal directed to any Sheriff, his Deputy or Conſtable, or 
any of them, to cauſe ſuch ſuſpected Perſon to be apprehended, and brought 
before ſuch Judge, in order to his being examined and proceeded with as the 
Law in ſuch Cate doth direct. 
tis as And be it further enacted, That the ſeveral Judges of Probate be, and 
have been in- they are hereby impowered by Warrant as aforeſaid to convene before them 
truſted or have any Perſon that has been or may be intruſted by any Executor or Adminiſtra- 
any Part ofthe tor with any Part of the Eſtate of theTeſtator or Inteſtate, and to be aſſiſting 
18 to ſuch Executor or Adminiſtrator in the Execution of their Truſt, and ſhall 
proceeded Tefuſe (upon due Citation iſſued from the Judge of Probate for that Purpoſe) 
with in Caſe to appear before him, and render a full Account upon Oath of any Money, 
ofConceal- Goods or Chattels, and of any Bonds, Accounts or other Papers, left by the 
158 Teſtator or Inteſtate which he ſhall have taken into his Hands or Cuſtody, 
and of his Proceedings for and on Behalf of ſuch Executor or Adminiſtrator 
in his Capacity as ſuch. And if ſuch Perſon ſhall refuſe to render Account 
as aforeſaid, ſuch Judge may proceed againſt him, as Judges of Probate are by 
Law authorized to proceed againſt any Perſon or Perſons ſuſpected of Con- 
cealment, who refuſe to acquit themſelves on Oath. 
And be it further enacted, That when any Minor above theAge of four- 
E 8 teen Years, ſhall be cited by the Judge of Probate to chuſe a Guardian, and 
Akin, of Ni. ſuch Minor ſhall refuſe or negle& to appear, or when any Minor above the 
nors above 14 Age of fourteen Years, after appearing, ſhall refuſe to chuſe a Guardian, or 
in Caſe, any Guardian choſen by ſuch Minor, hall be unable to give ſufficient Security, 
or when any Minor above the Age of fourteen Years ſhall be out of this Pro- 
vince ; in every ſuch Caſe, the Judge of Probate ſhall have the ſame Power 
to appoint a Guardian as ſuch Judge by Law would have in Caſe ſuch Minor 
were under the Age of fourteen Years. | 
8 Provided nevertheleſs, That when any Minor above the Age of fourteen 
le more Years, living more than ten Miles from the Judge's Dwelling Houſe ſhall 
than ten Miles chuſe a Guardian, ſuch Minor may have that Choice certified to the Judge 
from the by any Juſtice of the Peace in the ſame County, or by the Town Clerk, if no 
Judge. Juſtice ſhall dwell in ſuch Town, which Choice ſhall be deemed as good and 
valid in the Law, as if done in ſaid Judge's Preſence, 
Judge to cite And be it further enacted, That when any Perſon ſhall be cited to 
ineſies. appear as a Witneſs before any Judge of Probate in anyCauſe orHearjng,and 
ſuch Perſon ſhall refuſe to appear or to give Evidence, he ſhall be liable to the 
like Penalty or Damage as he would be liable to for refuſing to appear or give 
Evidence in any of his Majeſty's Courts within this Province : And all She- 
riffs, Deputy-Sheriffs and Conſtables, are hereby required duly to ſerve all 
m_ legal Warrants or Summons to them directed by any Judge of Probate ; and 
of Contempt. all Contempt of Authority in any Cauſe or Hearing before any Judge of Pro- 
bate, ſhall and may be puniſhed in like Manner as ſuch Contempt of Autho- 
rity in any of his Majeſty's Courts within this Province might or could by 
Law be puniſhed. | 
Limitation, This Act to continue and be in Force tor the Space of three Years from 
the Publication thereof, and no longer. | 


CHA P11 
An Act for the more eaſy Partition of Lands or other Real 


Eſtate given by Will, and held in common and undivided Þ 


among the Deviſees. . 


Preamble. Eſtates to ſundry of their Children or others,to be divided to and among 


them in ſome certain Proportion, a Diviſion whereof cannot be obtained 
by 


HEREAS it is uſual for Perſons by their laſt Wills to deviſe their Real 
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Supplies to Indians, &c. 
by the AR of the Parties, by Reaſon of their Diſagreement or ſome legal Incapacity 


that ſome of them are under, and other Methods for obtaining ſuch Partition are 
attended with Charge, Delay, and other Inconveniencies, to the Prejudice of 


ſuch Eftate : For Remedy whereof, 


Be it enafted by the Lieutenant Governour, Council and Houſe The Jeoge of 
of Repreſentatives, That when and ſo often as any Deviſee (or his Guar- 4 * N 
dian) who holds any Real Eſtate in Partnerſhip with any other Perſon or Per- ide Real E- 
ſons by Force of any laſt Will and Teſtament, ſhall make Application to the Rates given 
Judge of Probate of Wills, Sc. in the County where ſuch Eſtates lie, for a by Wil. 
Diviſion thereof, it ſhall and may be lawful for ſuch Judge of Probate to order 
the whole of the Real Eſtate fo deviſed (or that Part of it the Partition where- 
of is requeſted) to be divided to and amongſt the Deviſees in Proportion ac- 
cording to the Will of the Teſtator, by five good and diſcreet Freeholders of 
the ſame County, to be appointed by the Judge of Probate,and to be ſworn to 
the due Performance of that Service by the ſaid Judge, or by a Juſtice of the 
Peace of the ſame County, in Caſe the Eſtate to be divided be not within ten 
Miles from the dwelling Houſe of the ſaid Judge; Notice being firſt given 
to all Parties concerned to be preſent at the making of ſuch Partition, if they 
ſee Cauſe ; which Partition or Diviſion being returned into theProbateOffice, 
and approved by the Judge,and there recorded, ſhall be valid in the Law to 
all Intents and Purpoſes, unleſs upon the Appeal of any Party aggrieved at 
the Partition ſo made, the ſame ſhould be reverſed or altered by the Gover- 


- nour and Council. 


And whereas it ſometimes happens that Real Eſtates deviſed by Mill lie in Com- Preamble. 
mon andUndivided with other Real Eftate, and in order to a juſt and more conve- 
ment Parlition or Diviſion of theReal Eſtate ſo deviſed,it may be deemed neceſſary 
that Partition or Diviſien ſhould be firſt made between the Efate ſo diviſed, and 
the other Eftate lying in common therewith : 

Be it further enacted, That in every ſuch Caſe it ſhall and may be law- Diviſion to be 
ful for the Judge of Probate of Wills Sc. in the County where ſuch Eſtate N 
lies to impower the five Freeholders appointed as aforeſaid, firſt to make common. 
Partition or Diviſion between the Lands or other Real Eſtate given by Will 
and any other Lands orReal Eſtate lying in common therewith, Notice being 
firſt given to all Parties as above directed; and the Charge of the Diviſion of 
any Eſtate by Virtue of this Act, ſuch Charge being firſt ſer:led and allowed 
by the Judge, ſhall be born by the ſeveral Perſons intereſted in Proportion 
to their reſpective Intereſts therein. | 

Provided, That no Partition ſhall be made where the Proportion belonging p,gyif in dit. 
to the Deviſees,or any of them, ſhall appear by the Tenor of the Deviſe to be putable Caſes 
diſputable and uncertain. Provided alſo, That where any of the Perſons in- 
tereſted areMinors,or out of the Province, Guardians be firſt appointed for ſuch Guardians 4 
Minors according toLaw, and ſome diſcreet and indifferent Perſon be appoint- e 
ed by ſaid judge, to repreſent and act for ſuch abſent Party, who ſhall be allow- gut of the 
ed twelve Months to appeal to the Governour and Council from ſuch judgment. Province. 

This Act to continue and be in Force for the Term of ten Vears, and no longer. Limitation, 


HK HL 
An Act for allowing neceſſary Supplies to the Eaſtern Indians, 
and for regulating Trade with them, preventing Abuſes 
therein, and for the preventing Perſons Hunting on the 
Land to the Eaſtward of Saco- Rides, or Trading with them, 


other than the Truck Maſters choſen by the General Court. 


75 EREAS the Indians in the Eaſtern Paris of this Province, have many Tears 
fince recognized their Subje&ion andObedience to theCrown of GreatBritain, Preamble. 


F- C1 (and 


NI On 
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Supplies to be 
ſent the Eaſt- 
ern Indians, 


The Gov. and 
Council to 
direct upon 
Emergency in 
the Receſs of 
the Court. 


Truck Maſters 
to be appoint- 
ed by the 
Court. 


By the Gov. 
and Council 
in Caſe. 


To give Secu- 
rity. 


Not to Trade 
on their own 
Account. 


All other Per- 
ſons forbidden 


to Trade with 


them. 


(and have this Year renewed the ſam?) and have their Dependance on this 
Government for Supplies of Cloathing, Proviſions and other Neceſſaries : 
To the Intent therefore that they may be furniſhed with the ſame at ſuch 
ealy _ as may engage them to a firm Adherence to his Majeſty's 
Intereſt: 


Be it enaded by the Lieutenant Sovernour, Council andpouſe 
of Repreſentatives, That Proviſions, Cloathing and other ſuitableSup- 


plies for a Trade with the Indians, be procured with the ſeveral Sums 
that have been, now are, or ſhall hereafter be granted for that Purpoſe by the 
General Court, and applied from Time to Time, for ſupplying the ſaid In- 
dians as aforeſaid, by ſuch Perſon or Perſons as ſhall annually be choſen by 
this Court, who ſhall proceed according to the Inſtructions they ſhall receive 
from this Court, or from the Commander in Chief for the Time being, by 
and with the Advice of the Council on any Emergency in the Receſs of this 
Court; provided ſuch Inſtructions and Directions be conſiſtent with ſuch In- 
ſtructions as are or may be given by the General Court: And all Supplies 
of Cloathing, Proviſions and other Neceſſaries ſhall be lodged at ſuch Places 
in the Eaſtern Parts of this Province, and el{ewhere,as the General Court have 
or hereafter may order. | 

And be it turther enacted, Thar a ſuitable Perſon be appointed by 
this Court for each of the Places where any of the Goods aforeſaid are lodg- 
ed, as Truck-Maſters for the Management of the Trade with the Indians ; 
and to be paid for his Service ſuch Sum or Sums as this Court ſhall judge 
reaſonable for his Allowance in ſaid Capacity; and in Caſe of the Death, or 
Removal of any ene or more of ſaid 'Truck-Maſters by Miſmanagement in 
ſaid Truſt, during the Receſs of theCourt, another ſhall be put in hisRoom, 
by the Commander in Chiet with the Advice of the Council ; which Truck- 
Maſters ſhall be under Oath, and give ſufficient Security to the Province 
Treaſurer for the faithful Diſcharge of their Office, and ſhall obſerve the In- 
ſtructions which from Time to Time ſhall be given them, and ſhall not trade 
for themſelves (only in the Capacity of a Truck-Maſter) with the Indians 
or any other Perſon or Perſons, neither may any Officer or Soldier, reſiding 
at or within any of the Truck-Houſes,or any other Perſons in the Pay of this 
Government, either on Account of themſelves or any otherPerſon orPerſons, 
preſume to trade with the Indians, on board any Ship or Veſſel or Tranſport 
in thoſe Parts for any of the aforementioned Goods, nor ſhall it be Jawful 
for any other Perſon or Perſons to ſell, truck, barter, or exchange with any 
Indian or Indians,any ſtrong Beer, Cyder, Wine, Rum, Brandy, or any other 
ſtrong Liquor, Cloathing, or any other Thing whatſoever the Indians may 
want, on Penalty of forty Shillings, or ſix Months Impriſonment for each and 


every Offence abovementioned. 


Rules for re- 
gulating the 
Truck Trade. 


* 


And be it further enacted, That the ſaid Truck-Maſters ſhall ſell the 
Goods to the Indians at the Prices ſet in the Invoices ſent them from Time to 
Time by the Commiſſary, which ſhall be the ſame which he gave for the 
Goods in the Town of Boston, without any Advance thereon ; and ſhall allow 
the Indians for their Furrs and other Peltry as the Market ſhall be at Boftor, 
according to their ſeveral Qualities by the lateſt Advices that they fhall re- 
ceive from the ſaid Officer, who ſhall ſend the Prices to the ſeveral Truck- 
Maſters at leaſt twice in a Year, viz EverySpring and Fall: And theTruck- 
Maſters may ſupply the Indians with Rum in moderate Quantities, as they 
ſhall in Prudence judge convenient and neceffary ; and in Caſe 'any of the 
Truck-Maſters ſhall preſume to ſel] any Goods at higher Rates than they are 
Tet at by the Government, or ſhall charge to the Government more for any 
Furrs or other Goods than they allowed the Indians therefor, ſuch Truck- 
Maſters being convicted thereof, ſhall forfeir and pay theSum of One Hundred 


Pounds, 
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Pounds, and ſhall thenceforth be altogether diſabled to hold or exerciſe any Penalty for 

Office within this Government; and the more effectually to prevent or detect * ww — 

any ſuch pernicious Practices, each and every Truck - Maſter when and ſo often ö 

as he ſhall ſettle and adjuſt his Account with the ſaid Officer appointed by Tuckaſters 

this Court for ſupplying the Indians, ſnall make Oath before the ſaid Officer, to render Ac- 

who is hereby authorized and appointed to adminiſter the ſame in Manner count onOath. 

following, viz. | 

5 A. B. do Swear, that the Goods committed to you fer the Supply of the 
Indians,have been ſold at no higher Rates than they were ſet at by theGovern- 

ment, and that you have charged for ibe Furrs andGoods you have made Returns oj 

no more than you have paid the Indians for. So help you GOD. 


And for the better Diſcovery of ſuch ill-diſpoſed Perſons, who through Greedi- 
neſs of filthy Lucre, and regardleſs of the publick Good, ſhall privately ſell or de- 
liver any Sort of ſtrong Drink to any Indian or Indians, of which it is difficult to 
obtain poſitive Evidence, other than the Accuſation of ſuch Indian or Indians : 

Be it further enacted, That the Accuſation and Affirmation of Manner of 
any Indian or Indians (the Accuſer and Accuſed being brought Face to Face Proof of ſel- 
at the Time of Trial) ſhall be accounted and held to be a legal Conviction + 1 
of the Perſons accuſed of giving, ſelling or delivering Wine, Rum or any other Indians, by 
ſtrong Drink or Liquors to ſuch Indian or Indians, unleſs the Perſon accuſed the Indians 


ſhall acquit himſelf upon Oath, waich the Court in all ſuch Caſes are hereby Accuſation. 
impowered to adminiſter in the Form ſollowing, viz. 


you A. B. do Swear, That neither your ſelf, nor any other by your Order, Perſons may 
general or particular Aſſent, Privity, Knowledge. or Allowance, directly or in- Purge Dome. 

direttly did give, ſell or deliver any Vine, Cyder, Rum or other ſtrong Liquors or 3 

Drink, by what Name or Names ſoe ver called or known,unto the Indian ty whom 

and whereof you are now accuſed. So help you GOD. 

And be it further enacted, That upon the Complaint or Information Manner of 
of any other Perſon for theBreach of thisLaw,there being ſuchC'rcumſtances er 
as render it highly probable in the Judgment of the Juſtice before whom the perſons Com- 
Trial is, that the Perſon complained of is guilty of theBreach of the ſaid Act; plaint. 
then, and in every ſuch Caſe, unleſs the Defendant ſhall acquit himſelf upon 
Oath as aforeſaid, to be adminiſtred to him by the Juſtice before whom the 
Trial ſhall be, the ſame ſhall be accounted a legal Conviction of theDefendanr's 
giving, ſelling or delivering of Wine or other ſtrong Liquors, of which he or 
they ſhall be accuſed, and he or they ſhall pay and ſuffer thePenalty already by 
this Act provided; but inCaſe the Defendant ſhall acquit himſelf upon Oath, 
to be adminiſtred to him as aforeſaid, that then he ſhall recover againſt the 
Complainant, double his Coſt, occaſioned by ſuch Proſecution. 

And be it further enated, That upon the Accuſation of an Indian, or Proceeding in 
Complaint of any other Perſon, to any ot his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace Cate of Cot: 
within this Province, againſt any Perſon for ſelling, giving, or delivering any 0 4 3 
Wine, Rum, or other ſtrong Liquors, to any Indian contrary to thetruelntent peace. 
and Meaning of this Act, the Juſtice may tender to the Perſon accuſed or 
complained of the aforeſaid Oath (unleſs there be ſuch other Circumſtances 
concurring as render it highly probable in the Opinion of the j uſtice that the 
Perſon accuſed is guilty) which if he refuſes to rake, he ſhall bind him in a 


1. 


Bond of Recognizance not exceeding One Hundred Pounds, with Sureties to 


anſwer the ſame at the Court of General Seſſions of the Peace next to be held 
m the County where the Offence is committed; but if the Perſon accuſed 
ſhall acquit himſelf upon Oath as aforeſaid, the Juſtice ſhall diſmiſs the Per- 
lon, and allow him double his Coſt againſt the Complainant, occaſioned by 
ſuch Proſecution. 

And be it further enacted, That if any Perſon or Perſons ſhall here- 
after be convicted of falſe Swearing in any Caſe in this Act mentioned, he or 


they 
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they ſhall be liable to the ſame Pains and Penalties as is already by Law pro- 
vided againſt wilful Perjury. 

And be it further enacted, That whoever ſhall hunt after, or take 
any Bever or other Furrs, on Land lying to the Northward of any Engliſh 
Settlements and Eaſtward of Saco Truck-Houſe, and be thereof convicted 
before a Juſtice of the Peace, ſhall forfeit and pay the Sum of forty Shillings, 
to be diſpoſed of one Halt to the [nformer, the other Half to be paid to the 
Truck- Maſter-General for the Relief of the Widows and Children of ſuch 
of the Tribes of Indians as have uſually traded at the Truck- Houſes, as this 


Court ſhall order and direct. 


This AQ to continue and be in Force for the Space of three Years from 
the Publication thereof, and no longer. 


6 * oo ** 
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K. 


An Act in Addition to an Act paſs' d the thirteenth Vear of 
his preſent Majeſty's Reign, Intitled An Act further to 
exempt Perſons commonly called Annabaptiſts within this 
Province from being taxed for and towards the Support 
of Miniſters. 

XI HERE AS notwithſtanding the Proviſion already made by an Af made 
and paſs'd in the thirteenty Year of his preſent Maj:ſty's Reign, Intitled 

An Act further to exempt Perſons commonly called Annabaptiſts within this 
Province from being taxed for and towards the Support of Miniſters ; in or- 
der to aſcertain and make known what Perſons are of that Perſwaſion, which 
denominates them Annabaptiſts, and who ſhall enjoy the Priviledges, and be efteemed 
as inlitled to the Exemption from Taxes &c. in ſaid Ad mentioned; many Doubts 
have already ariſen thereon, and in many Caſes, the ſaid Exemption bas been ex- 
tended io many Perſons to whom the ſame was never deſigned to extend: 

For preventing whereof for the future, and in order to aſcertain more 
effectually whatPerſons ſhall be eſteemed and accounted as Annabapriſts, and 
to whom the ſaid Exemptions ſhall be hereaſter extended : 

Be it enacted by the Lieutenant Governour, Touncil andhouſe 
of Repreſentatives, That no Perſon tor the future ſhall be ſo eſteemed 
to be an Annabaptiſt as to have his Poll or Polls and Eſtate exempted 
from paying a proportionable Part of the Taxes that ſhall be raiſed in the 
Town or Place where he or they belong, but ſuch whoſe Names ſhall be con. 
tained in the Liſts taken by the Aſleflors as in ſaid Act provided, or ſuch ag 
ſhall produce a Certificate under the Hands of the Miniſter and of two prin- 
cipal Members of ſuch Church, ſetting forth, that they conſcienciouſly believe 


2 —— — 


ſuch Perſon or Perſons to be of their Perſwaſion, and that he or they uſually 


{ule for de- 
dominating 
Ana hoprift 


Vinitters, 


imitation. 


and frequently attend the publick Worſhip in ſuch Church on Lord's Days. 

And be it further enacted, That no Miniſter nor the Members of any 
AnnabaptiſtChurch as atoreſaid, ſhall be eſteemed qualified to give ſuch Cer- 
tificate as aforeſaid, other than ſuch as ſhall have obtained from three other 
Churches commonly called Aunabaptiſts, in this or the neighbouringProvinces, 
a Certificate from each reſpectively, that they eſteem ſuchChurch to be one of 
their Denomination, and that they conſcienciouſly believe them to be Anna- 
baptifts, The ſeveralCerulicates aforeſaid to be lodged, with the Town- Clerk 
where the Annabapliſt (deſiring ſuch Exemption) dwells, ſometime betwixt 
the raifing or granting of the Tax and the Aſſeſſinent of the ſame on the 
Inhabitants. 

This Act to continue and be in Force for five Years from the Publication 
thereof, an d no longer. 
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. 
An Act to prevent the breaking or damnifying of Lamps 
ſet up in or near Streets for enlightning the ſame. 


HERE 41S the enlightninz Streets by Lamps ſet up in or near the ſame, Preamble, 
is not only ornamental, but very advantageous to thoſe that paſs and re- 
paſs in and thro' the ſame in the Night Time on their lawful Buſineſs : 
Be it enatted by theLieutenant Governour,Counciland Houſe ob 
Repreſentatives, That it any Perſon or Perſons ſhall wiltully break, re- 2 
move or damnify any Lamp or Lamps ſet up or placed in or near any Street 1 
for enlightning the ſame, or ſhajl between the letting of the Sun, and the riſing ſetupinsStreers 
thereof, extinguiſh the Light of any ſuch Lamp, or be aiding and aſſiſting &c. prohibit- 
therein, and be thereof convict, by the Confeſſion of the Party or Parties, or ed. 
the Oath of one or more credible Witneſs before two Juſtices of the Peace 
Quorum Unus, who are hereby impowered to hear and determine the ſame, he 
or they ſo offending, ſhall for every ſuch Offence pay a Fine not exceedin 
five Pounds, at the Diſcretion of the Court or Juſtices before whom theCon- 
viction ſhall be, and Coſts of Proſecution : And if any Perſon or Perſons ſo Penalty for 
convicted ſhall afterwards preſume ſo to break remove or damnify any ſuch the firſt Of- 
Lamp or Lamps,or extinguiſh the Light thereof, and be thereof convicted as _ 
aforeſaid, he or they ſo offending,ſha!l for every ſuch Offence, pay a Fine not 
excceding ten Pounds at the Diſcretion of the Juſtices or Court before whom 
the Conviction ſhall be, and Coſts of Proſecution : And where any ſuch 
Offender ſhall not pay the Fine within ſix Hours after Sentence given there- 
for, the Offender ſhall be puniſhed for ſuch Offence by being impriſoned not 
exceeding fix Months: And in Cale the Perſon committing the Offence In Caſe of Ne- 
aforeſaid be a Negro, Indian or Molatto Servant, ſuch Servant inſtead of his groes,[ndians, 
being impriſoned, may upon the firſt Conviction be publickly whipped, not r Molattoes. 
exceeding ten Stripes, and upon a ſecond or any after Conviction,notexceed- 
ing twenty Stripes. 

And all ſuch Fines ſhall be applied in this Manner, namely, out of the ſame Application 
the Owner or Owners of ſuch Lamp or Lamps ſhall be paid the Damages he of Fines. 
or they have ſuſtained by their Lamps being fo broken removed or damnified; 
And the Reſidue ſhall be to him or them that ſhall inform of any Breach of 
this Act, and proſecute the ſame to Effect. * 

Provided always, That the Owners of any Lamps placed or ſet up as afore- Proviſo. 
ſaid, may at any Time take down or remove the ſame or extinguiſh the 
Light thereof ; any Thing in this Act notwithſtanding. 


This Act to continue and be in Force five Years from the Publication Limitation. 
thereof, and no longer. 


. 


For the ſecond 
Offence. 


SHK | 
An Act for further preventing all riotous, tumultuous and 
diſorderly Aſſemblies or Companies of Perſons, and for 


preventing Bonfi res in any of the Streets or Lanes with- 
in any of the Towns of this Province. 


IJ 7 EREAS many and great Diſorders have of late Years been committed by preamble. 
tumultuous Companies of Men, Children and Negroes, carrying about with 

them Pageants and other Shews through the Streets and Lanes of the Town 
of Boſton, and other Towns within this Province, abuſing and inſulting the In- 
babitants, and demanding and exafing Money by Menaces and abuſive Language; 
and beſides the horrid Profaneneſs, Impiety and other groſs Immoralities uſually found 
in ſuch Companies, a Perſon has lately been killed when orderly walking in the 


(Dd: Streets 
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Streets of the Town of Bolton, by one or more belonging to ſuch tlumuliuous Com- 
pauy; and the aforeſaid Practices have been ſound by Experience to encourage 
and cultivate a mobbiſh Temper and Spirit in many of the Inbabitants, and an 
b ah Opp:/ition to ail Government and Order: 
they z De it therefore enacted by the Lieutenant Governour, Council 
aboui withPa- AND Houle of Repreſentatives, That if any Perſons being more than 
geans &armed three in Number, and being arm'd all or any of them with Sticks, Clubs or 
with anyWea- any Kind of Weapons, or diſguiſed with Vizards (ſo called) or painted or 
88 diſcoloured Faces, or being in any other Manner diſguiſed, ſhall aſſemble to- 
ET En gether, having any Kind of Imagery or Pageantry with them as a publick 
Shew, in any of the Streets or Lanes of the Town of Boſton, or any other 
Town within this Province, or if any Perſon or Perſons being of or belong— 
Tro be puniſh. ing to any Company, having any Imagery or Pageantry for a publick Shew, 
ed by Fine or ſhall by Menaces or otherwiſe exact, require, demand or aſk any Money or 
Imp:iooment Other Thing ot Value from any of the Inhabitants or other Perſons in the 
Streets, Lanes or Houſes of any Town within this Province, every Perſon 
being of or aflembled with ſuch Company, ſhall for each Offence forfeit and 
pay theSum of /or1y5hillings,or ſufferlmpriſonment not exceeding one Month; 
N np or if the Offender ſhall be a Negro Servant, in Lieu of the Impriſonment, he 
ſled bs may be whipped not exceeding ten Stripes at the Diſcretion of the Juſtice be- 
Whipping. fore whom the Trial ſhall be. | | 
And be it further enatted, That if any Perſons to the Number of three 
Perſons carry- or more, between Sun-ſetting and Sun-riſmg, being aſſembled together in any 
"g Pageants, of the Streets or Lanes of any Town within this Province, ſhall have any Kind 
:c. in the , 
Night, tho' Of Imagery or Pageantry for a publick Shew, altho' none of the Company fo 
unarmed, to] a{ſembled ſhall be arm'd or diſguiſed, or exact, demand or aſk any Money 
be puniſhed. gr Thing of Value, every Perſon being of ſuch Company ſhall torteit and pay 
the Sum of forty Shillings, or ſuffer Imipriſonment not exceeding one Month, 
or if the Offender ſhall be a Negro Servant, in Lieu of the Impriſonment he 
may be whip'd not exceeding ten Stripes, at the Diſcretion of the Juſtice be- 
lore whom the Trial ſhall be. | 
And whereas Bonfires have been ſometimes &indied in the Streets, Lanes and 
other Parts of ſeveral of the Towns of this. Province, to the endangering the Lives 
and Aſtates of the Inhabitants : 


Bonfires in Be it further enacted, That it any Perſon or Perſons ſhall ſer Fire to 
tay any Pile, or any combuſtible Stuff, or be any Ways concerned in cauſing or 
den. making a Bonfire in any Street or Lane, or any other Part of any Town within 
this Province, ſuch Bonfire being within ten Rods of any Houſe or Building, 

every Perſon ſo offending ſhall for each Offence forfeit the Sum of fert) 

Shillings, or ſuffer Impriſonment not exceeding one Month, or if theOffender 

| ſhall be a Negro Servant, in Lieu of the Impriſonment, he may be whip'd 
Penalty. not exceeding ten Stripes, at the Diſcretion of the Juſtice before whom the 
Trial ſnail be: The ſeveral Fines in this Act to be applied when recovered 
one Halt to the Poor of the Town where the Offence ſhall be committed, 
and the other Half to him or them that ſhall inform and ſue for the ſame : 


And all Maſters are hereby made liable to the Payment of the ſeveral Fines 


Maſters and 

Parents liable 
or their Ser- pe bag Pugs 
_— ne Offences of their Children under Age not being Servants. 


Children. This Act to continue and be in Force for three Years from the Publica- 


tion thereof, and to the End of the Seſſion of this Court then next after, 
{.imitation. and no longer. 


CHAP, 


as aforeſaid, for the Offences of their Servants, and all Parents for the 
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Horſes going at Large. Regulation of Fees. 


*) » 8. . 
An Act for preventing Damage by Horſes going at Large. 


E it enacted by the Lieutenant Governour, Council and 
ltHouſe of Repreſentatives, That ail Horſes and Horſe: Kind 


(of one Year old and upwards) that ſhall be ſuffered to go at Large, 
ſhall be conſtantly fetter'd, with a ſufficient Pair of Fetters, from the firſt 
Day of April to the laſt Day of November; and the Owner of any ſuch Horſe 
or Horſe Kind that ſhall be found going at Large on the Commons or Ways 
in any Town within this Province, not being {ſufficiently fetter'd, ſhall forfeit 
and pay theSum of three Shillings, to be recovered by Action before a Juſtice 
of the Peace in the ſame County, and to be applied one Moiety thereof to 
the Uſe of the Poor of the Town where ſuch Owner dwells, the otherMoiety 
to him or them that ſhall ſue for the ſame. 

Provided nevertheleſs, That it ſhall be in the Power of any Town legally 
aſſembled for that Purpoſe, to give Liberty forHorſes going at Large without 
Fetters within the Bounds of ſuch Town, or within ſuch Part or Diviſion of 
the Town, from the firſt Day of April to the laſt Day of November, as ſhall 


be agreed on by the Inhabitants at ſuch Meeting. 


And be it further enacted, That when the Owner of any Horſe Kind, 
going at Large without being fetter'd, as by this Act is required, is unknown, 
in ſuch Caſe the Party finding ſuch Horſe orHorſe-Kind, may impound them, 
and otherwiſe proceed with them as the Law directs in Caſe of Strays. 

This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of five Years from 
the Publication thereof, and no longer. 


[ The ſeven foregoing Ads were Publiſhed January 6. 1753. ] 


. An AQ, 


Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
jeſty's Province of the Maſſachuſetta-Bay in New-England : Be- 
gun and Held at Concord in the County of Middle/ex, uponWed- 
neſday the twenty-ſeventh Day of May 1752, and continued 
by Prorogations and Adjournment, to Wedneſday the twenty- 
eighth of March following, and then met at Boſton. 
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An Ad for eſtabliſhing and regulating Fees of the ſeveral 


Officers within this Province hereafter mentioned. 


E it enafted by the Lieutenant Governour, Council and 
| Douſe of Repreſentatives, inHeneralCourt aſſembled, That 
from and after the Publication of this Act, the Eſtabliſhment of the 


; Fees belonging to the ſeveral Officers hereafter mentioned in this Province, 


be as followeth, viz, 


Juſtices Fees. 


OR granting a Writ and Summons, or original Summons, 
Sub- Pæna for each Witneſs, one penny half penny. 
Entring an Action or Complaint, iwo ſpilling. 


> Writ of Execution, Aixteen pence. 
1 Filing Papers, each one penny half penny. 


F 4 
4 } 
2 
* 
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LE 


Taxing a Bill of Coſt, three pence. 


: Entring up Judgment in Civil or Criminal Caſes, nine Pence, 


5 * 
12 +. 
1 
1 
3 
1 os 


Copy 


Horſe- Kind 
not to go at 
Large with- 
out Fetters. 


Penalty. 


Proviſo. 


When ſuch 
Horſes are to 


be impound- 
ed. 


Limitation, 


Fees eſlabliſh- 
ed. 


one Shilling. W For: 


% 


Anno Regni Regis GEORG II, II. Viceſimo Sexto. 


bates and Re- 


geſters Fees. To the Regiſter for writing Letter and Bond of Adminiſtration or Guardian- 


1753 SS _ 
106 Regulation of Fees. 
2 8 Copy of every Evidence, original Papers or Records eight pence per Page for 
each Page of twenty-eight Lines, eight Words in a Line, 
If leſs than a Page, four pence. 
Each Recognizance, or Bond of Appeal, one ſhilling. 
Taking Affidavits out of their own Courts in order for the Trial of any 
Cauſe, one ſhilling, and eighteen Pence tor his Travel every ten Miles, and 
ſo in Proportion. 
In other Caſes together with Certificate, examining and entring, ix pence. 
In Perpetuam {to each Juſtice) one ſhilling. | 
Acknowledging an Inſtrument with one or more Seals, provided it be done 
at one and the ſame Time, one ſhilling. 
A Warrant, one ſhilling. i 
For granting a Warrant, ſwearing Apprizers relating to Strays aad entring 
the ſame, one billing and fix pence. 
Coroners Fees. 
CoronersFees. Ok ſerving a Writ, Summons or Execution, and travelling Fees, the 
ſame as by this Act is hereafter allowed to Sheriffs. 
Bail Bond, one ſhilling. 
Every Trial where the Sheriff is concerned, eight pence. 
Taking an Inquiſition (to be paid out of the Deceaſed's Eſtate) eight ſbillings. 
If more than one at the ſame Time, twelve ſhillings in the Whole, 
If no Eſtate, then to be paid out of ghe County Treaſury, five ſhillings. 
For Travelling andExpences for taking an Inquiſition, eachDay, four ſpillings. 
The Foreman of the Jury three ſaillings, and ten Milles accounted a Day's 
Travel, one /hilling per Day. 
Every other Juror /wo ſoillings and ſix pence, and Travel the ſame as the 
Foreman. | 
The Conſtable for his Expences, ſummoning the Jury and Attendance, 
four ſhillings per Diem. 
Fudge of Probates and Regiſters Fees. 
Judge of Pro- FOR granting Adminiſtration or Guardianſhip, 


To the Judge hree ſhillings. 
ſhip, two ſhillings and ſix pence. 


For granting Guardianſhip of divers Minors to the ſame Perſon and at the 


ſame Time; To the Judge for each Minor, one ſhilling and ſix pence. 
To the Regiſter for each Letter of Guardianſhip and Bond as before. 


Proving a Will or Codicil, three ſhillings and fix pence to the Judge, and te 


ſhillings and fix pence to the Regiſter, 


Recording a Will, Letter of Adminiſtration or Guardianſhip, Inventory or 


Account, of one Page, and filing the ſame, one ſbilling and three pence. 


For every Page more of twenty-eightLines of eight Words in aLine,eight pence, 


For Copy of a Will and Inyentory, for each Page, eight pence. 


Allowing Accounts, zhree ſhillings to the Judge, Decree for ſettling of In- 


teſtate Eſtates, to the Judge three ſhillings. 
Hor examining ſuch Accounts, one (billing. 
A Citation, nine pence. 
A Quietus, To the Judge one filling : To the Regiſter one hilling. 


Warrant or Commiſſion for apprizing or dividing Eſtates, one /hilling and : 


ſix pence to the Judge. To the Regiſter one /hilling. 


Making out Commiſſion to receive and examine the Claims of Creditors to 
Inſolvent Eſtates ; To the Judge one billing, to the Regiſter one ſhilling. 


For Recording, eight pence each Page. 


Regiſtring the Commiſſioners Report, each Page eight pence, Making 
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ve 


the 


c 
7 Of 
ence, 


| In- 


- * 


ana 


a, 
8 


1 
BY 
12 
7 
+ 
4 


For proportioning ſuch Eſtate among the Creditors, agreable to the Com- 


Juſtices of 
| Taking ſpecial Bail, one ſhilling and fix pence. the Superi- 
Allowing a Writ of Error, two ſhillings. our Court 
Allowing a Habeas Corpus, /ixteen pence. Fees. 


* Attorney's Fee (to be allowed in the Bill of Coſt taxed) where the Caſe is 
| Granting Liberty for the Sale or Partition of real Eſtates, one billing. 


; A Writ of Review, three ſhillings. 


Acknowledging Satisfaction of a Judgment on Recbrd, eight pence. 


- Entring up Judgment and recording the ſame at Large, wo ſhil/ings. 
For each Venire, to be 
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Making out and entring an Order upon the Adminiſtrators for the Diſtri- 


bution of the Eſtate ; To the Judge one billing and fix pence, to the Re- 
giſter one ſhilling. 


OT 


2 


—— 


miſſioners Return when the Eſtate exceeds not fifty pounds, three ſhillings, 
and above that Sum four ſbillings. 


For recording the ſame, eight pence per Page. 


In the Superiour Court. 


Juſtices Fees. 
ENtring an Action, fix ſbillings and eig ht pence, 


Taxing a Bill of Coſt, eight pence. 


tried by a Jury, twelve ſhillings, where it is otherwiſe, /ix ſhillings. 


On receiving each Petition, one ſhilling, 

Allowance to the Party for whom Coſts ſhall be taxed, and to Witneſs in 
Civil and Criminal Cauſes, one ſhilling and fix pence per Day, ten Miles 
Travel to be accounted a Day, and the ſame Allowance to be made to 
Parties*as ro Witneſſes at the Inferiour Courts, Courts of Seſſions and be- 
fore a Juſtice of the Peace. 


Clerks Fees. 


A Writ of Scire Facias, two /hillings. Clerks Feee, 
A Writ of Execution, one ſhilling and fix pence. 
A Writ of Facias Habere Poſſeſſionem two ſhillings and fix pence. 
A Writ of Habeas Corpus, t ſhillings. 
Copies of all Records, each Page of twenty-eight Lines, eight Words in 2 
Line, nine pence, leſs than a Page, fix pence. 
Entring each Action for Trial, four billings. 
Entring each Complaint, wo /illings, 
Each Petition entred and read, one billing. 
Order on each Petition granted, one /þ:/ling. 
Receiving and Recording a Verdict, one /billing. 
Entring a Rule of Court, nine pence. 
Confeſſing Judgment or Default, one filling. 
Every Action withdrawn, or Non-ſuir, one ſhilling. 
Entring an Appearance, ix pence. 


Examining each Bill of Colt, eight pence. 


Continuing each Cauſe, and entring the ſame next Term, one /hil/ing. 
Filing each Paper in each Cauſe, one penny half penny. 
Proving a Deed in Court and Certifying the ſame, one ſhilling. 


paid out of the County Treaſuries reſpectively on 
the Juſtices Certificates, three pence. | 


Every Writ and Seal other than before-mentioned, two hillings, 
Every Sub Pæna, one penny half penny. 
Each Recognizance one ſhilling. 


In the Inferiour Court of Common Pleas. | 
Tuſtices Fees, 1 


Juſtices of 
ENtry of every Action, five ſpillings and four Pence. . infertonr 
. Taxing a Bill of Coſt, fx pence. 


Court Fees. 
Ee 
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0 Taxing a Recognizance on Appeals, one ſhilling. 
U Proving a Deed; one ſhilling. 
it Attoney's Fee (to be allowed in the Bill of Coſt taxed) fx. feillings. 


In the Court of General Seſſions of the Peace. a 


Court ofGe- FAch Day's Attendance at the Seſſions, to be paid out of the Fin es, wo 
| neralSeflions Shillings & eight Pence. 
5 of the Peace. Granting every Licence to Innholders and Retailers, one Shilling. 
And taking their Recognizances, one Shilling. 
Each Recognizance in Criminal Cauſes, one Shilling. 


| Clerks Fees. 
g Very Action entred, one Shil ling and four Pence. 
Clerks Fees, E. Kay Writ and Seal, % Ping. 6 
Every Appearance, four Pence. 
Entring and recording a Verdict, eight Pence. 
Recording a Judgment, one Shilling. 
Copies of all Records, each Page of twenty eight Lines eight Words in a 
Line, eight Pence. 
Every Action withdrawn or Non-ſuit, eight pence. 
Every Execution, one Shilling & four Pence. 
Confeſſing Judgment or Default, eight Pence. 
Acknowledging Satisfaction of a Judgment on Record, eight Pence. 
A Writ of Habeas Corpus, two Sbillings. 
Continuing each Cauſe and entring at the next Term, eight Pence, 
Each Recognizance, one Shilling. 
Examining each Bill of Coſt, fix Pence. 
j Each Venire to be paid out of the County Treaſuries reſpeCtively, byOrder 
ff of Court, three Pence. | 
Writ of Facias Habere Poſſeſſionem, two Shillings. 
Filing each Paper, one Penny. | 


3 Governour and Secretary's Fees, 
and Secreta- FOR Regiſters, To the Governour, three Shillings, 
ry's Fees. To the Secretary, two Shillings. | 
For Certificates under the Province Seal; To the Governour,three Shillings. 

To the Secretary, #wo ſhillings. 
For Warrants of Apprizements, Survey, &c. To the Governour, three 
ſhillings. To the Secretary, three Shillings. 
To the Governour for a Paſs to the Caſtle for each Veſſel, one Shilling. | I 
Wood Sloops and other Coaſting Veſſels for which Paſſes have not been 
|| | uſually required, excepted. | 
For a Certificate of Naval Stores, in the whole three Shillings, 


Secretary's Fees. 


| FOR engrofling the Acts or Laws of the General Aſſembly, /x Shilling. 
each, to be paid out of the publick Revenue. h 
Every Commiſſion for the Juſtices of each County, and Commiſſion of Oyer © 
and Terminer, fix Shillings and eight Pence, to be paid out of the publick 12 
4 Revenue. | 8 
| | Special Warrant or Mittimus by Order. of the Governour and Council, each Fc 


Secretary's 
Fees. 


| two Shillings and fix Pence. 2 
1 Every Commiſſion under the great Seal for Places of Profit, /x Shillings and A 
eight Pence, to be paid by the Perſon Commiſſionated. | 3 
Every Bond, bree Shillings. | | "FL 
Every Order of Council to the Benefit of particular Perſons, two, Shillings. SF, 


ry. 


For giving Livery and Seizin of Real Eſtates, /ix /illifs, (Trave 
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Every Writ for electing of Aſſembly-Men, directed to the Sheriff or Mar- 
ſhal under the Province Seal, fve Shillings, to be paid out of the publick 
Revenue. 5 | a 

For tranſcribing the Acts or Laws paſſed by the General Aſſembly into a 
Book, eight Perce per Page, each Page to contain twenty-eight Lines, eight 
Words in a Line, and ſo proportionably, to be paid out of the public 
Revenue. TD | | 

Every Commiſſion for military Officers to be paid out of the publick Trea- 
fury, 4% Shillings. 


Clerk of the Seſſions Feet. a 
Ntring a Complaint or Indict ment, one Shilling and four Pence. Clerks of 
Diſcharging a' Recognizance, eight Pence. _ Seſſions 
Each Warrant for Criminals, une Shilling. des. 


Every Summons or Subpæna, two Pence. 

Every Recognizance for the Peace or good Behaviour, one Shilling, 

For every Recognizance, one Shilling. 

Entring up Judgment or entring Satisfaction of Judgment on Record and 
copying, oxe Shilling. 

Warrant for County Tax. one Shilling. 


© For minuting the Receipt of each Petition and Order thereon, and Record- 


ing, eight Pence per Page as betore, 
Examining and caſting the Grand Jurys Accounts Yearly, and Order there- 


on, to be paid by the County Treafurer by Order of the Court of Seſſions, 
one Shilling and fix Pence. 


For Copies of all Records or original Papers, eight Pence per Page as before. 


For filing each Paper, one Penny. ee 
For tranſmitting to the Select -· Men of every Town in the County, a Liſt of 
the Names of the Perſons in ſuch Town licenſed the Year before, //x Pence, 


to be paid by each Perſon licenſed, and no more. 


Sheriffs or Conſtables Fees. 


For ſerving an original Summons, one Shilling. 


Every Capeas or Attachment in Civil or Warrants in Criminal Caſes for Sheriffs oi 
Trial, fixteen Pence. | Conſtables 


And for Travel out one penny half penny per Mile, and for the Return of the Fees. 


Writ (the Travel to be inſerted on the Back of the Writ or original 
SUmMmons,) one penny half penny per Mile. 

Levying Executions in perſonal Actions, for the firſt zwenty Pounds or under, 
nine pence per Pound; above that not exceeding forty Pounds, four pence 


per Pound; above that not exceeding one Hundred Pounds, two pence per 


Pound; for whatſoever it exceeds oneHundred Pounds, one penny per Pound. 
For Travel out, one penny half penny per Mile, and for the Return of the 
Execution, one penny half penny per Mile. 


All Travel in ſerving Writs and Executions, to be accounted from the Of- 


- 


ficer's Houſe who does the Service to the Place of Service, and from thence | 


to the Court- Houſe or Place of Trial. * 


% 8 
| as before 


% a 


if of different Parcels of Land, four ſhillings each. 


For ſerving an Execution upon a Judgment of Court for Partition of Real 


Eſtates, to the Sheriff five ſolings per Day, and for Travel and Expences 
three pence per Mile out from the Place of his Abode, and to each Juror 
two ſhillings per Day, and for Travel and Expences three pence per Mile. 


Every Trial eight pence: 
Every Default four pence. * 
A Bail Bond eight Pence. | : For 


| 
| 
| 
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For making out every Precept for the Choice of Repreſentatives, ſending the 
ſame to the ſeveral Towns, and returning it to the Secretary's Office, 

ſixteen pence, to be paid out of the County Treaſuries reſpectively. 

To the Officer attending the Grand Jury, each Day two ſoillings. 

To the Officer attending the Petit Jury, one ſhilling every Cauſe. 

For diſperſing Venires trom the Clerk of the Superiour Court, and the Pro- 
vince Treaſurer's Warrants, four pence each. 

For diſperſing Proclamations, /ix pence each. 

For the Encouragement unto the Sheriff co take and uſe all poſſible Care and 
Diligence for the ſafe Keeping of the Priſoners that ſhall be committed to 
his Cuſtody, he ſhall have ſuch Salary allowed him for the ſame as the 
Juſtices of the Court of General Seſſions of the Peace within the ſame 
County ſhall think fit and order, not exceeding ten Pounds per Annum for 
the County of Suffolk, and not exceeding five Pounds per Annum a piece 
for the Counties of Eſſex and Middleſex, and not exceeding three Pounds 
per Annum a Piece in each of the other Counties within the Province, 
to be paid out of the Treaſury of ſuch County, 


1 


— 


Cryer's Fees. 


Cryer'sFees. CAlling the Jury, four pence. 
A Default or Non-ſuir, eight pence. 


A Judgment affirmed on a Complaint, eight pence. 
A Verdict, eight pence. 


To the Captain of Caſtle-William. 


Capt. of FOR every Paſs from the Governout for outward-bound Veſſels, (Coaſt- 


the Caſtle's ers, Fiſhing and Wood Veſſels excepted) one ſhilling. 


Fees. 
Goaler's Fees. 
Goaler's a ; i FA ; 
Fees. FOR turning the Key on each Priſoner committed, three ſhillings, viz. one 


ſhilling and fix pence in, and one ſhilling and /ix pence out. 
For dieting each Perſon for a Week, three ſhillings. 


Meſſenger of the Houſe of Repreſentatives Fees. 


Meſſengerof OR ſerving every Warrant from the Houſe of Repreſentatives, which 
* our of * they may grant for arreſting, impriſoning or taking into Cuſtody any 
ee nh e Perſon, one ſbilling and ſix pence. 


For Travel each Mile out /wo pence per Mile. 


For keeping and providing Food for ſuch Perſon each Day, one ſhilling and 
ſix pence. 


For his Diſcharge or Diſmiſſion, one /oilling and [ix pence. 


| Grand Jurors Fees. 
Grand Foreman per Day two ſhillings and ſix pence. 


Jurors Fees. 1 Each other Juror 2 ſhillings. 
Petit Jurors Fees. 


Petit TO the Foreman in every Cauſe at the Superiour Court two /hillings. 
5 | F To every other Juror one /hilling and fix pence. 


To the Foreman in every Caule at the Inferiour Court or Seſſions one ſhilling. 


To every other Juror en pence. 
Except the County of Suffolk, which is to be regulated by the Law relating 
to Jurors, which pals'd Anno One Theuſand ſeven Hundred and forty nine. 
3 
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1 For Marriages. | 0 
FOR each Marriage, to the Miniſter or Juſtice officiating, four ſhillings. Fees for May- 
For recording it, to the Town Clerk (to be paid by the Juſtice or Mi- riage. 


niſter) four pence, and to the Clerk of the Seſſions. (to be paid by the 
Town Clerk) /wo pence. 


To the Town Clerk for every Publiſhment of the Banns of Matrimony and 
entring thereof, one /hilling. 

Every Certificate of ſuch Publiſhment, / pence. 

Recording Births and Deaths each 7:vo pence. 

For a Certificate of the Birth or Death of any Perſon, three pence; 


County Regiſter Fees. 


FOR entring or recording or copying any Deed, Conveyance or Mortgage, County Re- 
for the firſt Page, nine pence, and eight pence per Page for ſo many Pages giſter's Fees. 
more as it ſhall contain, accounting, after the Rate of twenty eight Lines 
of eight Words in a Line to each Page, and proportionably for ſo much 
more as ſhall be under a Page, and Free pence for his Atteſtation on the 


Original of the Time, Book and Folio where it is recorded : The Fees to 
be paid at the offering the Inſtrument, 


And for a Diſcharge of a Mortgage, eight pence. 
And be it further enacted, That if any Perſon or Perſons ſhall demand 
or take any greater Fee or Fees for any of the Services aforeſaid, than is by Penalty for 
this Law provided, he or they ſhall forfeit and pay to the Perſon or Perſons taking exceſ- 
injured, the Sum of ten Pounds tor every Offence, to be recovered in any Court hve Fees. 
roper to hear and determine the ſame. | 


This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of three Years from STA 
the Publication thereof, and from thence to the End of the next Seſſion of 
the General Court, and no longer. 


[ This Af was Publiſhed April 14th 1753. ] 


Acts and Laws, 


Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
jeſty's Province of the Maf/achuſetts-Bay in New-England : Be- 


gun and Held at Boſton in the County of Suffolk, upon Wed- 
neſday the thirtieth Day of May 1753. 


„ ——— 2 — — — , . e—_ 


CHAP. I. = 
An Act for granting the Sum of Fifteen Hundred Pounds 
to encourage the Manufacture of Linnen. 


/ HEREAS through the great Decay of Trade and Buſineſs the Number preamble. 
% Poor is greatly increaſed, and the Burthen of ſupporting them lies 


heavy on many of the Towns within this Province, and many Perſons, 

eſpecially Women and Children, are deſtitute of Employment, and in 
Danger of becoming a public Charge: /ind whereas divers well diſpoſed Per ſons 
have contributed, and continue to contribute Sums of Money to encourage ſetting 
the Poor to Work in the ſeveral Branches of the Linnen Manufacture, which 
Sums of Money have been, and continue to be paid into the Hands of Andrew 
Oliver, E/7; Mr. ThomasGreene, Thomas Hubbard, E/q, Mr. JoknFranklin, 
Mr. Middlecot Cooke, Mr. Thomas Gunter, My. William Clarke, Mr. 
Sylveſter Gardiner, Mr. William Bowdoin, and Mr. Iſaac Winſlow, in order 
to be by them applied to the Purpoſes aforeſaid : 


Therefore further to encourage the laudable Deſign of the ſeveral Contribu- 
tors as aforeſaid : 
„ Be 


— — — —— — 
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Linnen Manufacture. 


Chaiſes, &c. 


Proviſo. 


Owners of 
Coaches, 
Chaiſes &c. to 
give in an Ac- 
count to the 
Town Trea- 
ſurer. 


Be it enacted by the Lieutenant Hovernour. Council andhoule 
of Repreſentatives, That there be and hereby is granted a Tax or Duty 


on every Coach, Chariot, Chaiſe, Calaſh and Chair, within this Province, to 
be paid by the Owner thereof annually, during the Term of five Years, to 


commence the firſt of Auguſt next, (excepting the Governour, Lieutenant 


Governour, the Preſident of Harvard College, and the ſettled Miniſters thro? 


the Province, ) viz. On every Coach 7en Shillings ; on every Chariot five 
Shillings ; on every Chaiſe three Sbillings; on every Calaſh wo Shillings ; and 
on every Chair two Shillings. 

Provided always, That if any Coach, Chariot, Chaiſe, Calaſh or Chair, 
ſhall not at any Time in any Year during the Continuance of this Act, 
be actually uſed or improved, the Tax for ſuch Year ſhall not be required or 
accounted due, 

And be it further enacted, That every Perſon Inhabitant of or Reſi- 
dent within this Province, who now is, or during the Term of five Years 
aforeſaid, ſhall be Owner of any one or more Coach, Chariot, Chaiſe, Calaſh, 
or Chair, be and hereby is required every Year during their being Owners 
of ſuch Coach, Chaiſe, Calaſh, or Chair, and ſometime before the firſt of 
October in each Year, to exhibit and give in to the Treaſurer of the Town 
or Diſtrict of which he ſhall be at ſuch Time an Inhabitant or Reſident, or 
where there thall be no Treaſurer, to the Select- Men, a true Account orLiſt 


of every ſuch Coach, Chariot, Chaiſe, Calaſh or Chair, and pay to ſaidTrea- 


Penalty for 
not giving 
Account, 


Town Trea- 
ſurers, &c. to 
render Ac- 
count to the 
Managers of 
the Linnen 
Manufacture. 


ſurer, or where there ſhall be no Treaſurer to the Select-Men, the Tax or 
Duty by this Act aſſeſſed or laid thereon, on Pain of forfeiting double the 
Sum ſo afleſſed or laid, for each Neglect; ſuch Forfeiture to be recovered 
by the aforeſaid Andrew Oliver, Thomas Greene, Thomas Hubbard, Jobn 


Franklin, Middlecot Cooke, Thomas Gunter, William Clarke, Sylveſter Gardiner, 


William Bowdoin, and Iſaac Winſlow, or the major Part of them, before any 
Juſtice of the Peace in the County where any Perſon or Perſons ſo neglecting 
ſhall dwell or reſide. 

And be it further enacted, That the ſeveral Town Treaſurers within 
this Province, or where there ſhall be no Treaſurer, the Seled-Men, be and 
hereby are required to render an Account to the aforeſaid Andrew Oliver, 
Thomas Greene, Thomas Hubbard, Jobn Franklin, Middlecot Cooke, Thomas 
Gunter, William Clarke, Sylveſter Gardiner, Wi.liam Bowdoin, and IſaacWinſlow, 
or the major Part of them, of cheSums Which ſhall by ſuch TownTreaſurers 
or Select-Men be received by Vertue of this Act, and the Names of the 
ſeveral Perſons. who have paid the ſame, and ſhall accordingly pay ſuchSums 
annually. on or before the firſt of November every Year, to the ſaid Andrew 


Oliver, Thomas Greene, Thomas Hubbard, John Franklin, Middlecot Cooke, 


The Money 
raiſed to be 
applied for 

providing a 


Thomas Gunter, William Clarke Sylveſter Gardiner, William Bowdoin, and Iſaac 
Winſlow, or the major Part of them, or to ſuch Perſon or Perſons as ſhall be 
from Time to Time by them or the major Part of them, deputed or appoint- 
ed; the ſaid TownTreaſurers or Select-Men firſt deducting five per Cent. for 
receiving and paying the ſame; and the ſeveral Matters and Things required 
by this Act to be performed and done by the ſeveral Town Treaſurers, are 
hereby declared to be Part of the Office and Truſt of a Town Treaſurer, or 
where there ſhall be no Treaſurer, of the Select-Men, to the faithful diſcharge 
whereof they are by Law required annually to be under Oath. 

And be it further enacted, That the ſeveral Sums from Time to Time 
received by the ſaid Andrew Oliver, Thomas Greene, Thomas Hubbard, Jobn 
Franklin, Vidalecot Cooke, Thomas Gunter, William Clarke, Sylveſter Gardiner, 


Houſe & Land William Bowdsin, and Iſaac Winſlow, by Virtue of this Act, ſhall by them be 
for the Linnen applied to the purchaſing a Piece of Land, and building or purchaſing a con- 
venient Houſe within the Town of Baſton, for carrying on the Buſineſs of 


Spinning, 


Manufacture. 
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Spinning, Weaving, and other neceſſary Parts of the Linnen Manufacture, 

and to no other Purpoſe whatſoever. And the ſaid Andrew Oliver, Thomas 

Greene, Thomas Hubbard, Jobn Franklin, Middlecot Cooke, Thomas Gunter, 

William Clarke, Sytveſter Gardiner, William Bowdoin, and Iſaac Winſlow. ſhall 

annually every Year lay before the General Court or Aſſembly of this Pro- Managers to 
vince at their Seſſions in May, an Account of the Sums received by Virtue account there- 
of this Act, and how the ſame have been diſburſed, or applied; and they ſor e- * 
ſhall be held at all Times during their Improvement of the aforeſaid Houſe F 
and Land, to cauſe to be inſtructed in the Manufacture aforeſaid, free of any 

Expence for ſuch Inſtruction, at leaſt one Perſon from every Town in this 

Province, which ſhall ſee Cauſe to ſend one for that Purpoſe ; and the ſaid 

Houſe and Land ſhall be employed for the Purpoſes aforeſaid, during the 

Pleaſure of the General Court aforeſaid, and no longer. 

Provided always, and it is accordingly to be underſtood, that if at theEx- Provic 
piration of any Year before the fifth Year the Tax or Duty by this Act laid, N 
ſhall have amounted to the Sum of fifteen Hundred Pounds, the ſaid Tax or 
Duty ſhall thenceforward determine and ceaſe ; and in Caſe there ſhall at any 
Time have been received by the ſaid Andrew Oliver, Thomas Greene, Thomas 
Hubbard, John Franklin, Middlecot Cooke, Themas Gunter, William Clarke, 

Sylveſter Gardiner, William Bowdoin, and Iſaac Winſlow, a greater Sum than 
fifteen Hundred Pounds, the Overplus ſhall by them be paid into the publick 
Treaſury. | | 

And be it further enacted, That if it ſhall appear at the Expiration of 8 
the five Years in this Act mentioned, that the afo: eſaid Tax or Duty ſhall not 3 Ca 
have amounted to the Sum of fifteen Hundred Pounds, further Proviſion ſhall of Deficiency. 


be made by the General Court tor compleating the ſaid Surn of fifteen Hundred 
Pounds, and applying it to the Purpoſes aforeſaid. 


CHAP. Il 
An Act to prevent firing the Woods. 


HEREAS it is found by Experience that the burning of the Woods does Procmble: 
greatly impoveriſo Lands, prevent the Growth of Wood, and deſtroy much 
Fence, to the great Detriment of the Owners : | 


For the Prevention whereof for the future : 


Be it enatted by the Lieutenant Governour, Council and Houſe penal) for 
of Repreſentatives, That rom and after the Publication of this Act no firing Woods, 
Perſon or Perſons ſhall wittingly and willingly ſet Fire in any Woods or 

Land lying in common within the Bounds of any Town, without Leave firſt 

had from the Town or Proprietors reſpectively, (Owners of ſuch Land lying 

in common,) by a major Vote at a Meeting for that Purpoſe appointed, 

under the Penalty of forty Shillings, to be recovered by Action or Informa- Method of 
tion before any Juſtice of the Peace in the County where the Offence is com- Proſecution. 


mitted, ſuch Penalty to be for the Ule of the Perſon or Perſons who ſhall pro- 


ſecure or ſue for the ſame ; and the Party offending ſhall be further liable to 

the Action of the Town, Proprietors, or particular Perſons, damnified by ſuch 

Fire: And in Caſe ſuch Fire ſhall be ſet or kindled by any Perſon under Age, 

ſuch Penalty ſhall be recovered of the Parent or Maſter reſpectively of ſuch 

Perſon under Age, unleſs it ſhall appear ſuch Perſon under Age was employ- 

ed or directed by ſome Perſon other than the Parent or Maſter, in which Caſe 

the Perſon ſo employing or directing, ſhall be liable thereunto. Lawful for 
And be it further enated, Thar ic hall and may be lawful for any Towns or 
own or Proptietors of any ſuch Lands as aforeſaid, to give Order for the Froprietors of 


ſetting Fire in the Lands to them reſpectively belonging, and to chuſe two CRONE 


Fire to their 
Or own Lands. 
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or more Perſons tor that Service, who ſhall appoint. Times for that Pur 
and give ſeaſonable Notice thereof in the Town. where ſuch Lands lie, 4%] 
to the Sele&t-Men of ſuch adjacent Town near the Borders whereof the Woods 
may be that are to be ſet on Fire as aforeſaid. 
And in as much as it is oft-times impalſible to. prove ſuch Fatts by direct 
. Teſtimonies : | 


Method'of * Be it kurther enacted, That upon Proceſs brought for ſetting Fire as 
Proſecution aforeſaid, where Proof cannot be made in the ordinary Method and Courſe 


Ming ugg of the Law, if thePlaintiff, Complainant or other credible Perſon, ſhallSwear 


Woods. that Fire has been kindled as is declared in the Writ, and there does appear 


ſuch Circumſtances as ſhall render it highly probable in the Judgment of the 
Court or Juſtice betore whom the Trial is, that the Fire was kindled by the De- 
fendant,hisChild orServant,or by ſome otherChild or Perſon under theAge of 
tourteen Years directed or employed by the Defendant for that Purpoſe, t then 
and in ſuch Caſe; unleſs the Perſon charged (being of the Age of fourteen 
Years or upwards) will acquit himſelf upon Oath adminiſtred to him by the 
Court or Juſtice before whom the Trial is, the Plaintiff or Complainant ſhall 
recover againſt the Defendant the Penalty by this-A& impoſed, and Coſts; 
bur if the Defendant thall acquit himſelf upon Oath as'atoreſaid, Judgment 
ſhall be entred up for the Detendant his Colts againſt the Plaintiff! 

Penalty for And be it further enacted, That from and after the Publication of this 

ring Land Act, every Perſon who ſhalljwittingly and willingly ſer on Fire any Wood- 


lying in com- 
TS Lands lying in common within the Bounds of any new Plantation: in this 


Province, or any Wood-Lands brought into Severalty (other than his own) 


lying eicher in the Bounds of any Town or new Plantation open and unin- 


cloſed, or any Wood-Lands belonging to any particular Perſon or Perſons: 


not within the Bounds of any Town or new Plantation, or any Part of the 
unappropriated Wood-Lands belonging to and within the Bounds of this 
Province, without Leave firſt had and obtained from thoſe who have Right 
to give the ſame, ſhall forfeit the Sum of forty Shilling, to be recovered with 
full Coſts of Suit, by any Perſon who ſhall ſue for the ſame, in the ſame 
Manner, and to the ſame Ule, and the ſame Method of Proot ſhall be allow- 
ed, as is provided in this Act. 
Peralry may AND be it further enacted, That the Penalty given by this Act againſt 
be recovered firing Woods, ſhall be likewiſe recovered by Preſentment of the Grand Jury; 
byGrand Jury and on the Trial of any Preſentment of any Offence againſt this Act, the 
and ſhall be to ſame Proof and Evidence ſhall be ſufficient to convict the Perſon preſented, 
the Province. 
and Penalties that ſhall be recovered by Preſentment of the Grand Jury by 
Virtue of this Act, ſhall be ro his Majeſty, his Heirs and Succeſſors to and 
for the Uſe of this Government. 


v 


OneRecovery 
of a Forfeiture ſaid Forfeitures or Penalties for the ſame Offence, on Preſentment of the 


ſhall bar any Grand Jury, and on private and perſonal Action both, but one Recovery in | 


aſter Trial. either ot ſaid Methods ſhall be a final Bar to any after Charge or Proſecution 
in the other, for the ſame Penalty. 

Mako of And be it further enacted, That in all perſonal Actions brought for 

Ividence, the Recovery of Damages ſuſtained by any Perſon or Perſons by Means of 
ſetting on Fire any Wood or Wood-Lands ro whomfoever the ſame may 
belong, whether it lie in Common or Severalty, inclos'd or not inclos'd, the 
above-mentioned Evidence and Method of Proof ſhall be allowed and ad- 
judged ſufficient for the Plantiff to maintain his Action and recover his Da- 

| mages upon againſt the Detendaar. 

Limitation. This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of ten "Your from the 
Publication thereof, and no longer. 


[ The two foregoing Acts Tere Publiſhed June 23. 1753. ] ACTS 


as is made ſufficient inCaſe of privateSuir'for the Penalty. And all Forfritures 


Provided always, That no Perſon ſhall be obliged to pay any of the above- 
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Acts and Laws, 

Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
jeſty's Province of the Maſſachu/etts-Bay in New-England : Be- 
gun and Held at Boſton, in the County of Suffolk, upon Wed- 
neſday the thirtieth Day of 1753, and continued by Prorogati- 
ons to Wedneſday the fifth Day of September following, and 
then met. & Be be | 1 10 F 


ſentatives;' That Samuel! Welles, E 


„ — 


ä by Ks 


* 


CH AP. III. 


19 


An Act to appoint Commiſſioners to examine into th 


Boundary Line or Lines between this Government and 
New-York, and to treat with the Cammiſſioners ap- 
pointed by the Colony of Neu- Tork reſpecting the ſame. 


F HEREAS Diſputes of late have ariſen with Reſpect to the Right of 
Soil and Juriſdiction of the Lands, which lie Weft of and near to the Preamble. 


'- Towns of Sheffield and Stockbridge, and Encroachments have been 
made upon the Eands of this Province 
Be it enatted by the Governour; Council and Houſe of Repre- 


ſq; . Chandler, Eſq; 
Hutchinſon, Eſq; James Otis, Eſq; and Oliver Partridge, Eſq; be and hereby 


- a”; 


Thomas Commiſſio- | 
ners appoints 
ed to ſettle 


are appointed Commiſſioners to examine into the: Boundary Lines between the Boundary 
this Province and New-York ; and they are hereby authored and directed withNew-York 
to repair to the Town of Middleton ih the Colony of Connecticut, upon the Government. 


fifteenth Day of November next, then and there to meet with Commiſſioners 
appointed by the Government of New-York for the ſame Purpoſe, or to meet 
at ſuch other Time or at ſuch other Place in ſaid Colony as ſhall be mutuall 
agreed upon berween the Commiſſioners aforeſaid : Arid the ſaid Samuel 
Welles, Eſq; John Chandler, Eſq; Thomas Hutchinſon, F.fq; James Otis, Eſq; 
and Oliver Partridge, Eſq; or the major Part of them, are nereby fully au- 
thorized and impowered to treat with the {aidCommiſſioners from New- York, 
and to receive ſuch Propoſals as they ſhall make for ſettling the ſaid Boun- 
dary Line, as likewiſe to purſue all ſuch Steps and Methods, and to make 
ſuch other Propoſals to the faid Commiſſioners from New-York, as to them 
the ſaid Samuel! Welles, John Chandler, Thomas Hutchinſon, James Otis, and 
Oliver Partridge, or the major Part of them ſhall ſeem moſt adviſable, in 
order to procure a ſpeedy and legal Settlement of the Boundary aforeſaid. 


CES 
© a 


Provided always, I hat no ſuch propoſed Settlement ſhall actually be made Proviſo. 


by the ſaid Commiſſioners, but the ſame ſhall be reported by them to the 


General Aſſembly of this Province. 


„ * — * 


— i 


HAF. IV. . . 

An Act to impower the Proprietors of the Meeting-Houſe 
in the firſt Pariſh in Salem, where the Reverend Mr. 
Dudley Leavitt now officiates, to raiſe Money, to de 
frey Miniſterial and other neceſſary Charges. 


HERE Ad the raiſing of Money for defreying Miniſterial Charges, in preamble. 


the firſt Pariſh in Salem, by an Aſſeſsment or Tax on Polls and Eſtates 


in ſaid Pariſh, is, under its preſent Circumſtances, attended with many 


Difficulties and Inconveniencies : 


Be it therefoze enatted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of 
Repreſentatives, Thar the Proprietors of the Meeting · Honſe in ſaid firſt 


Sg ] Pariſh 


1783. Anmo Regni Regis G E ORG II. II. Viceſimo Septimo. 


— ——— 


al i 55 Molves, Cattamounts, &. 
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-— >a 


Proprietors of Pariſh in Salem, in which the Reverend Mr. Dudley Leavitt officiates, be 
= Dag and hereby are allowed and impowered to raiſe by an Aſſeſsment or Tax on 
Meeting- the Pews in ſaid Meeting · Houſt, ſuch Sum or Sums us Thall be agreed upon 
Houſe to lay by the Proprietors, or the major Part of ſuch of them as ſhall be aſſembled 
Taxes on at any legal Meeting called for that Purpoſe, for the defreying the Miniſterial 
Pews, ac. and other incidental Charges: The firſt Meeting of ſuch Proprietors to be 
called agreable to the Direction of the Act made and paſſed in the eighth 
and ninth Years of his preſent Majeſty's Reign, Intitled An Adi directing how 
Meetings of Proprietors in Wharves or other Real Eftates befrdtes Lands may 


be called. TIT SA F 4 
And to, the Intent that ſuch Tax or \ Aſſeſoment imm be eguitably made and 
duly collefted : noe Rs rac | 


Jil 930 TOO IP wee bf 7 Bey e 214 -W 1484 4 
e it kürt er enacted, That Ihe Pro rietors of the ſaid; Meeting - Houſe 
not her be and it further funde pte cauſe the Pews in the faid Meeting Houſe, 
aſſeſſod. to be valued according to the Chnvenitnce of faid Pes and rheir Situatibn, 
and to put a new Eſtimate on the Pews from Time to Time as hall be found 
neceſſary, and to determine how much each Pew. or Part of a Pew ſhall pay 
towards defreying the Charges aforeſaid, and the Time and Manner in which 
Collectors to the ſame ſhall be paid, and appoint a Collector or Collectors to collect the 
be appointed. Sum or Sums ſo agreed to be rais'd, who ſhall be fworn to the faithful Diſ- 
charge of his or their ſaid Truſt: And if any Proprietor or Owner of a Pew 
in the ſaid Meeting-Houſe ſhall neglect or refuſe to pay the Sum or Sums 
aſſeſſed thereon, after having twenty Days Notice thereof given him by the 
Collector or Collectors, the Proprietors of the ſaid Meeting-Houſe ſhall be 
and hereby are impowered, by themſelves or by their Committee, to ſell or 
diſpoſe of the Pew of ſuch Delinquent, according ta the Valuation thereof as 
Pews tobe aforeſaid ; and with the Money rais'd by ſuch Sale to pay the Aſeſsment or 
fold in Caſe. Tax on ſaid Pew remaining unpaid, together with the Charges ariſing on 
the Sale ; the Overplus, it any there be, to be returned to theOwner thereof. 
Provided neveribeleſs, That when the Owner of any Pew ſhall make a 
Tender of the ſame to the Proprietors or to their Committee at the Valua- 
tion aforeſaid, and they ſhall refuſe or neglect to accept the ſame, no Sum ſhall 
be deducted out of the Sale of ſaid Pew, but ſuch only as ſhall have become 

due before the making of ſuch Tender. | | 
This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of three Years from 

Limitation. the Publication of the ſame, and no longer. 


bY — 


SA. P. V. 
An Act in Addition to an Act Intitled, An A# for en- 
couraging the killing of Wolves, Bears, Wild-Cats and 
_ Cattamounts, within this Province. 
HEREAS the Number of Wolves and other Beaſts of Prey, are very much 


Preamble. Law for deſtroying them has failed of anſwering the propoſed Defeen : 


Be it theretdze enacted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of | 
Repreſentatives, That for the future whoſoever ſhall during the Con- 


a tinuance of this Act, kill any Wolves, Cattamounts or Wild-Catts within 
Premium for l 8 


Killine Wolves this Province, they ſhall be intitled to the following Premiums out of tbe 
Cattamounts Publick Treaſury, that is to ſay, For every ſuch grown Wolf of one Yeir | 
& Wild Catts. old, four Pounds: For every Wolf's Whelp under one Year old and not taken 


out of the Belly of a Wolf, forty Shillings : For every Cattamount, four 


Pound: For every Cattamount's Whelp under one Year old not taken out 
of theBelly of a Cattamount, 'forty Shillings : For every growa Wild-Cat, ten | © 
| 92 8 Shilling 


increaſed in many Parts of this Province, and tbe Encouragement given y 
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Shillings For every Wild-Cat's Whelp under a Tear old as aforeſaid, five 

'$hillings; * ann 1 4. | W 88 

And be it further enacted, That the Method of Proof of the killing of Method of 


ſuch Boaſt, and the ſame Proceſs for obtaining ſuch Premium, ſhall be had Proof. 


by this Act as is appointed by the aforeſaid Act. 8 
This Act to be in Force three Years from the twenfietk/ Hey of Ofober Limitation. 
One Fhoufand ſeven Hundred and fifty three, and no longer. « 
| The--three foregoing As were Publiſhed September 22. 1753. |] 
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4 . Acts and Laws, 
Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
jeſty's Province of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay in New-England : Be- 

gun and Held at Boſton, in the County of Suffolk, upon the 
thirtieth of May 1753, and from thence continued byProroga- 
tions, to Tueſday the fourth Day of December, 1 7 5 3. 


CR APY. -. 


_— 


—B 


2 


An Act for the effectual preventing the Currency of the 


Bills of Credit of Connecticut, New- Hampſhire, and 
Rhode-Iſlatd, within this Province. 


JF HEREAS in and by an Af made and paſs d in the twenty ſecond Year | 
„/ bis preſent Majeſty's Reign, entitled. AnAct for drawing in the Preamble; 
“ Bills of Credit of the feveral Denominations which have at any 
«© Time been iſſued by this Government, and are ſtill outſtanding, 

te and for aſcertaining the Rate of coiried Silver in this Province for the 
future,“ it is among other Things enacted and declared, that from and after 
the laſt Day of March One Thouſand ſeven Hundred and fifty, until the laſt Day 
of March One Thouſand ſeven Hundred and fifty four, an Oath ſhall be required 
of certain Perſons, and in certain Caſes in ſaid AA particularly declared, of the 
Form following : | ; | 

« You g. B. do in the Preſence of GOD ſolemnly declare, that you have Form of the 
&« not ſince the laſt Day of March 1750, wittingly and willingly, directly Oath. 
ee or indirectly, eicher by your ſelf or any other for or under you, been con- 

« cerned in receiving or paying within this Government, any Bill or Bills 
* of Credit of either of the Governments of Connecticut, New- Hampſhire, or 
© Rhode-Mand. 13 So help you GOD. 

And whereas the ſaid Bills of Credit ſtill continue current within the Govern- 
ments aforeſaid, and have greatly depreciated in their Value, and are liable to 
depreciate ſtill furt ber; and it is of great Importance io the Intereſt of the Inha- 
bitants of this Province, and to the Intereſt of ſuch of his Majeſty's Subjects in 
Great-Britain and elſewhere as have Trade and Commerce bere, that theCurrency 
of ſaid Bills ſhould be effetually prevented throughout this Government: 

Be it therefoze enacted by 'fhe Governour, Council and Houſe Perſonschoſen 
of Reprefentatives, That from and after the thirtieth Day of March, into any Office 
which ſhall be in the Year of our Lord One Thouſand ſeven Hundred and be _— 
fifty four, every Perſon who ſhall be choſe to ferve in any Office in any of 
the Towns or Diſtricts or Precincts of this Province, ſhall before his En- 
trance upon ſuch Office take the following Oath, to be adminiſtred by a 
Juſtice of the Peace, or where no Juſtice of the Peace ſhall be preſent, by the 
Town, Diſtrict or Precin& Clerk, who is hereby impowred to adminiſter 
the fame, diz. 


Tor 


—_— _—— —— E . IEEE 7 Oo 


F: 
” 
5 
1 
13 
1 
13 
FE 
4 


— 


” AY CLE YT , * 
* %. + 
—— —ů — —— 
: 7 5 


17543 Ame Regni Regis GEORG11, Il.  Viceſimo Septimo. 


5 „ Preventing) Bills ok other Governments: 


— — 7. the Preſence of GOD ſolemnly declare that you have not 
RY fince the thirtieth Day of March 1754, wittingly and willingly, direfly or 
75 i indirefly, either by your ſelf, or am for or under you, been concerned in re- 
.  ceiving or paying within this Government, am Bill or Bills of Credit of 
7 5 2 either of the overnments of Connecticut, New-Hampſhire or Rhode- 

/ Iſland, - ++... So help you GOD. 
Penalty i in And where any Perſon choſen as aforeſaid ſhall refuſe or neglect to take 


Caſe of Refu- the Oath aforeſaid on tendring the ſame, the Town, Diſtrict or Precinct ſhall 


4 NN roceed to the Choice of another Perſon in his Room; and where any Perſon 
Oe {hall be elected by any Town, Diſtrict or Precinct into any Office, to the 
Non-Acceptance or Refuſal whereof a Penalty is by Law annexed, ſuch Per- 
fon neglecting o refuſing to take the Oath aforeſaid, ſhall be liable to the ſame 
Penalty as is by Las provided fortheNon-AcceptanceorRefuſal of ſuch Office. 
AT be it further enacted, That when any Perſon ſhall be choſen to 
erionscnoen 


Raſa repreſent any Town within this Province. in the General Court or Aſſembly, 
ed, to take Tuch Perſon ſo choſen ſhall take the Oath aforeſaid ; and Return ſhall be 
the ſaid Oath. made by the Select: Men upon the Back of the Precept, that the Perſon ſo 
choſen has taken the Oath required in the Act made and paſſed in the twenty 
ſeventh Year of his Majeſty King George, the Second, entitled, An A for the 
elfectual preventing the Currency of the Bills of Credit of Connecticut, New- 
Hampſhire, and Rhode-Iſland, within this Province: And if any Perſon fo 
choſen ſhall refuſe or neglect to take theOath aforeſaid ſuchRefuſal or Neglect 
ſhall be deem'd a Refuſal to ſerve as a Repreſentative and the Town ſhall 
roceed to the Choice of another Perſon in his Room. 

Councellars to And be it further enacted, That the Oath aforeſaid ſhall be adminiſtred 
take laid Oath. to each of the Members of His Majeſty's Council every Year, at the ſame 
| Time when the uſual Oaths required, to be, taken by the ſaid Members of 
And alſo all His Majeſty s Council ſhall be adminiſtred : And all Officers Civil and Mi- 
Officers Civil litary within this Government who ſhall be nominated or appointed, ſhall 
and Nihtary. before they receive their reſpective Commiſſions, take the Oath aforeſaid, and 
their reſpective Commiſſions ſhall otherwiſe be void: And all Perſons elected 
into any Office by. the General Aſſembly, ſhall be deemed not qualified to 
enter upon the Execution of their reſpeCtive Offices, until they have taken 

the Oath aforeſaid. 
The ae And be it further enacted, That no Execution ſhall be iſſued from the 
io be taken Office of any Clerk of any of the Inferiour Courts of Common Pleas, or of 
upon iſſuing the SuperiourCourts of Judicature, for any Sum whatſoever unleſs the Plaintiff 
Executions on or Plaintiffs (ſuing in his or their own Right and dwelling within this Pro- 
Jadgments of vince) ſhall firſt take the Oath aforeſaid, to be adminiſtred by a Juſtice of 
FR the Peace, or by the Clerk of the Court from which ſuch Execution ſhall 
iſſue; and Certificate thereof ſhall be made on ſuch Execution; and if any 
Execution ſhall iſſue or go forth without ſuch Certificate, the ſame ſhall be 
Taverners and is hereby declared to be void; aad no Licence (hall be oranted to, nor 


Innholders & any Recognizance taken from any Taverner, Innholder or Retailer by the 


Retailers to Juſtices of any of the Courts of Seſſions within this Province, until ſuch 
ans ſaidOath. Taverner, Innholder or Retailer ſhall have taken ſaid Oath in Preſence of the 
Court, or Certificate of his having ſo done from a Juſtice of the Peace ſhall 
be preſented to the Court. 

And be it further enacted, That for every Oath adminiſtred as afore- 
ſaid by the Clerk of any Court, he ſhall be allowed thre? Pence, and for every 
Certificate by him ſigned as aforeſaid three Pence, and no more, and the Coſt 
and Charge of ſuch Oath and Certificate ſhall be added to the Sum in the Ex- 

ecution required to be levied accordingly. 
This Act to continue and be in Force until the laſt Day of March, which 


Limitation. ſhall be in the Year of our Lord One Thouſand ſeven Hundred and fifty 
ſeven, and no longer. CHAP. 
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Anno Reg ni Regis GEORGII, II. | Viceſimo Septimo. | 
Supply of the Treaſury. 

1 HA FP. VII. 

An Act for Supply of the Treaſury with Ten Thouſand 


Pounds, and applying the ſame for the diſcharge of the 
publick Debts. 


N ] HEREAs in and by an Af made and paſſed by this Court at their Seſſion 
in May laſt, entitled, ** An Act for the Supply of the Treaſury, &c.” Preamble. 


there was the Sum of Twelve Thouſand four Hundred Pounds ordered to be 
levied and aſſeſſed upon the Towns and Diſtrifts within this Province, Eight 
Thouſand one Hundred and fifty Pounds of which Sum only has been appro- 
priated for the Payment of publick Debts ; ſo that when the above mentioned Tax 
is received into the Treaſury, there will be a Surpluſage of Four Thouſand 
two Hundred and fifty Pounds: And whereas the Moneys already in the Trea- 
fury received for Lands, and what is ill due for Lands, and for the Province 
Galley, amount to the Sum of Three Thouſand two Hundred and forty one 
Pounds twelve Shillings and ſix Pence, which Money is not appropriated for 
any Uſe whatever ;, which with the Surpluſage ariſing by the Tax aforeſaid, make 
Seven Thouſand four Hundred and ninety one Pounds twelve Shillings and 
ſix Pence: And whereas by the Proviſion made by this Court in the Tear One 
Thouſand ſeven Hundred and fifty two, by @ Tax of Fighteen Thouſand fix 
Hundred Pounds, and by the Duties of Impeſt andExciſe, which were mortgaged 
for two Years for the Redemption of the Government Securities redeemable the 
twentieth of January One Thouſand ſeven Hundred and fifty four, there will be 
a conſiderable Surpluſage in the Treaſury after ſaid Notes are diſcharged : 
Wherefore, 

Be it enacted by his Excellency the Governour, Council and (. 10,000 to 
Houſe of Repreſentatives, 1hat the ſaid Sum of Seven Thouſand four be iſſued, 
Hundred and ninety one Pounds twelve Shillings and fix Pence, when received 
into the Treaſury, as alſo the further Sum of Two Thouſand five Hundred and 
eight Pounds ſeven Shillings and fix Pence, Part of the Surpluſage that will be 
in the Treaſury after the Securities above-mentioned are paid off, making in 
the whole theSum of fen houſand Pounds, ſhall be iſſued in the Manner and for 
the Purpoſes following, that is to ſay, The Sum of Three Thouſand four - 
Hundred Pounds, Part of the aforeſaid Sum of Jen Thouſand Pounds, ſhall be £: 3.499 for 
applied for the Service of the ſeveral Forts and Garriſons within this Pro- 3 1 5 
vince, purſuant to ſuch Orders and Graats as are or ſhall be made by this 
Court tor thoſe Purpoſes ; and the further Sum of Seven Hundred Pounds, (. vo for 
Part of the aforeſaid Sum of Ten Thouſand Pounds, ſhall be applied for the Proviſions & 
purchafing of Proviſions, Commiſſary's neceſſary Diſburſements for the Ser- other Com- 
vice of the ſeveral Forts and Garriſons within this Province, purſuant to ſuch miſſaty Stores. 
Grants as are or ſhall be made by this Court for that Purpoſe : And the 
further Sum of FourTEouſand Pounds, Part of the aforeſaid Sum of TenTbouſand . d for 
Pounds, thall be applied for the Payment of ſuch Premiums and Grants that 6 Kc. 
now are or hereafter may be made by this Court: And the further Sum of 
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Three Hundred Pounds, Part of the aforeſaid Sum of Ten Thouſand Pounds, C. 300 for 


thall be applied for the Diſcharge of other Debts owing from this Province Pebts where 
to Perſons that have ſerved or ſhall ſerve them by Order of this Court, in 1 
ſuch Matters and Things where there is no Eſtabliſhment, nor any certain 

Sum aſſigned them for that Purpoſe, and for Paper, Writing and Printing 


for this Court: And the further Sum of Fifteen Hundred Pounds, Part of the 7. 1500 for 


aforeſaid Sum of Ten Thouſand Pounds, ſhall be applied for the Payment of the Pay of the 
His Majeſty's Council and Houſe ot Repreſentatives, ſerving in the General Members. 
Court during the ſeveral Seſſions for this preſent Year. 


EF 1 And 
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lis. pay ſuch contingent Charges, and for no other Purpoſe whatſoever. 

1 And be it further enacted, That the Treaſurer is hereby directed and 
ordered to pay the Sum of Ten Ttouſand Pounds, out of ſuch Appropriations 4 

as ſhall be directed to by Warrant, and no other; and the Secretary, to F 

; whom it belongs to keep the Muſter-Rolls and Accompts of Charge, ſhall | 
1 lay before the Houſe of Repreſentatives when they direct, ſuch Muſter-Rolls 

i and Accompts aſter Payment thereof. 


|| 120 Province Treaſurer to borrow Money. VM 
| j 1 And whereas there are ſometimes contingent and unforeſeen Charges that de- | 6 
1 mand prompt Pay : | | i 
1 Be it further enacted, That the Sum of One Hundred Pounds, the re- A 
| * maining Part of the aforeſaid Sum of Ten Thouſand Pounds, be applied to 5 
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0 CHAP. VII. 

6 An Act for impowering the Province Treaſurer to borrow 
the Sum of Five Thouſand Pounds, and for applying the 

1 ſame for the Redemption of the Bills of Credit of this 
gf Province, that are ſtill outſtanding, and for making Pro- 

viſion for the Re-payment of the Sum ſo borrowed. 


HEREAS notwithſtanding the Proviſion made by this Court to draw in 
and fink the Bills of Credit of this Government, there is ſtill a conſiderable 
Quantity outſtanding, to the great Prejudice of Trade and Commerce : 
Treaſurer im. . Be it enatted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of Repre- 
owered ro ſentatives, That che Treaſurer of this Province be and hereby is impowered 
erden, J. ooo to borrow from ſuch Perſon or Perſons as ſhall appear ready to lend the ſame, 

a Sum not exceeding Five Thouſand Pounds, in mill'd Dollars, at fix Shillings 
a Piece, or Silver at ix Sbillings and eight Pence per Ounce; and the Sum ſo 
borrowed ſhall be a Stock in the Treaſury, to be applied for the Redemption 
of ſaid Bills of Credit, in Manner as in this Act is after directed, and for 
every Sum ſo borrowed, the Treaſurer ſhall give a Receipt in the Form 
following, viz. | 


X 
7 Province of the Maſſachuſetts- Bay, 


Preamble. 


| Form of Day of 17 Keceived trom 
| 12 the Sum of Pounds, for the Uſe and Service of the Province 
vP 5 


of the Maſſachuſelis-Bay, and in Behalf of ſaid Province I do hereby promiſe 
and oblige my ſelf and Succeſſors in the Office of Treaſurer to repay the 
x . ſaid His Heirs or Aſſigns, on or before the firſt Day 
| of June One Thouſand ſeven Hundred and fifty five, the aforeſaid Sum of 
. | | Pounds, with Intereſt for the fame, at and aſter the Rate of 
| ſix per Cent per Annum. . Witneſs my Hand A. B. Treaſurer. 
And no Receipt ſhall be given for leſs than twenty Pounds. 
I. Bus of Credit And be it kurther enacted, That the Treaſurer of the Province be and 
| e aich 515 hereby is impowered and directed from the firſt Day of March next, until the 


| | ed from Mare firſt Day of June following, to receive from thePoſieſſors the Bills of Credit of 
J 1, to June 1. this Province, which Bills he ſhall keep ſeperate from thoſe that he ſhall 
1734+ receive to the firſt Day of March next, of Conſtables, Collectors, Sheriffs and 


Suletted Bills Exciſe Maſters, and in Caſe he ſhall ſuſpect any Bill or Bills to be Counter- 


| | to be flop d. fEit, he is hereby impowered and directed to ſtop ſuch Bill or Bills, writing N 
= - on the ſaid Bill or Bills the Perſons Name of whom he received it, or them, 
| | | for the further Direction of this Court. 


Bills to be ex · And be it further enacted, That the Treaſurer of the Province imme- 
changed for diately upon his receiving the Bills as aforeſaid (not ſuſpected by the Trea- | 
The dilver. ſurer to be Counterteit) ſhall diſcharge the ſame in mill'd Dollars at / 


Shilling, 
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One Thouland ſeven Hundred and fifty four, all Right of Redemption of deeming to 
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Province Treaſurer to borrow Money. 


Shillings a Piece, or Silver at /ix Shilliags and eight Pence pet Ounce, out of 
the Mongy borrowed for that Purpoſe. 
And be it further enacted, hat the Treaſurer ſhall ſort the Bills ſo pills to be 
received by him, 1n order tor a Committee who ſhall hereafter be appointed burnt. 
by this Court, to tell and conſume the ſame to Aſhes, which Committee's 
Receipt for the Sum ſo told up and burnt, ſhall be a ſufficient Diſcharge to 
the Treaſurer. 


And be it further enacted, That from and after the firſt Day of June Right of re- 


ſaid Bills of Credit of this Province that may be then outſtanding, ſhall thence _ _ | 
forward determine and ceaſe, and if any Perſon or Perſons within this Go- as 


b vernment ſhall after the ſaid firſt Day of June One Thouſand ſeven Hundred 


and fifty four, receive or pay away any of the Bills aforeſaid, he, ſhe or they penalty for f 
| 


* ſo offending, upon Conviction thereof before any of his Majeſty's Courts of paying or re- 


: other Half to him or them that ſhall inform or ſue for the ſame. 
herein before limited for that Purpoſe) have tendered the ſame to the Pro- 


the Sum to be borrowed as atoreſaid) to exchange the ſame ; in ſuch Caſe 


* cellenc Majeſty a Tax of five Thouſand Paunds, to (be levied on Polls and granted. 


Df 5 » 1 I 4 - 2 * k 2 \ 7 1 * F "'*.. — 1 * n x D * 3 8 I Pe. 2 
"2p * Ei f Ln ft 2 * 1 ISR ALY . - 0 : , p- % 5 


Record, ſhall forfeit and pay the Sum of fen Pounds, to be recovered by Bill, ceiving Bills 


Plaint or Information, one Half for the Uſe of this Government, and the 8 


Provided always, That if any Poſſeſſor of ſaid Bills ſhall (within the Term n | 
vince Treaſurer to be exchanged, and there ſhall not beMonies ſufficient (of 


ſuch Poſſeſſor ſhall not be ſubject to the Penalty aforeſaid, nor be denied the | 
Privilege of having ſuch Bills redeemed (fo ſoon as the Treaſurer ſhall be fur- 
niſhed with Monies ſufficient for that Purpoſe) it tendered within ſuch Term 14 
of Time as may hereaiter be limited for the ſame. 1 


And in order to enable the Treaſurer effettually to diſcharge the Receipts and J 
Obligations by him given in purſuance of this AF : | 


Be it enacted, That there be and hereby is granted unto his moſt ex- Tax of /.5008 


Eſtates Real and Perſonal within this Province, according to ſuch Rules and 
in ſuch Proportion on the ſeveral Towns and Diſtricts within the ſame, as 
ſhall be agreed on and ordered by the General Court of this Province at their 
Seſſion in May One Thouſand ſeven Hundred and fifty four, which Sum ſhall 


be paid into the Treaſury on or before the thirty firſt Day of March 1 
next after, | 


Ang as an additional Fund and Security for drawing the ſaid Sum of Five 
Thouſand Pounds into the Treaſury again: 


Be it enacted, That the Duty of Impoſt for the Year One Thouſand pund. 
ſeven Hundred and fifty four, ſhall be applied rowards diſcharging ſaid Re- 
ceipts and Obligations. 

And be it further enacted, That in Caſe the General Court ſhall not 
at their Seſſion in May, and before the twentieth Day of June One Thouſand Rule for ap- 
ſeven Hundred and fifty four, agree and conclude upon an Act apportioning . ar 
the Sum which by this Act is engaged to be in ſaid Lear apportioned, aſſeſſed en kin 1 
and levied, that then and in ſuch Caſe each Town and Diſtrict within this A& ſhall be 
Province ſhall pay by a Tax to be levied on the Polls and Eſtates both Real agreed on. 
and Perſonal within their Diſtricts, the ſame Proportion of the ſaid Sum as 
the ſaid Towns and Diſtricts were taxed by the General Court in the Tax Act 
then laſt preceeding (ſaving what relates to the Pay of the Repreſentatives, 
which ſhall be aſſeſſed on the ſeveral Towns they repreſent) and the Province 
Treaſurer is hereby fully impowered and directed ſome Time in the Month 
June One Thouſand ſeven Hundred and fifty four, to iſſue and ſend forth 


his 


« at 
Y Ire #=24 


— — 
— — 


| 

n * 

* 
* 

1 
** 

» 

» 
if 
+. 
y 
* 


r „„ — - 
* — —. — — — ——_— — - — 


1753. Anno Regni Regis G EO RG II, If. Viceſimo Septimo. 
122 Stow Proprietors. 


his Warrants directed to the Select. Men or Aſſeſſors of each Town andDiſtrict 
within this Province, requiring them to aſſeſs the Polls and Eſtates both Real 
and Perſonal within their ſeveral Towns and Diſtricts, for their reſpective 
Part and Proportion of the Sum before directed and engaged to be aſſeſſed, 
and alſo for the Fines upon the ſeveral Towns for not ſending a Repreſen- 
tative: And the Aſſeſſors as alſo Perſons aſſeſſed, ſhall obſerve, be governed 
by, and ſubject to all ſuch Rules and Directions as have been given in the 
laſt preceeding Tax Act, 


„ 
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An Act to enable the Proprietors of Sow in the County 
of Middle/ex, ſo often as it ſhall be thought neceſſary 
for them, to raiſe Money for the Uſe of faid Proprietors, 
and to tax and aſſeſs the original Proprietors of ſaid 
Town and their Heirs, in equal Proportion to their In- 
tereſt when the firſt Lots were divided and drawn. 


wW HEREAS the Proprietors of the Town of Stow in the County of Middle- 
ſex, have long fince divided almoſt all the common Lanas formerly belonging 
to the ſaid Proprietors into Severalty, and locked upon themſelves in a 
Manner diveſted of being any longer a Propriety : And whereas of late there bath 


— 


Preamble. 


been a Diſpute between the Proprietors of Littleton in the ſameCounty, and ſundry 


Perſons that held Lands under and by Grants from the Proprietors of Stow a- 
foreſaid, relating to the Boundary Line between the ſaid Proprietors of Stow, and 
the Proprietors of Littleton aforeſaid, by Reaſon whereof it is become abſolutely 
neceſſary for the Proprietors of Stow aforeſaid, to raiſe Money and aſſeſs the 
ancient Proprietors of Stow : 

Be it therefoze enacted by the Governour, Council and Houſe 
Proprietors gf Repreſentatives, That 7% I bitman, Eſq; iſſue his Warrant directed 
of 2 to any ane of the Proprietors of Stow aforeſaid, requiring him to warn a 

oldMeetings, Meeting of the Proprietors of Sow aforeſaid, to meet at a certain Time and 
Place in ſaid Stow, as ſhall be therein appointed, in which all ſuch Rules and 
Orders as to the Warning and Poſting the ſame, ſhall be obſerved as is uſual 
tor the warning of any other Proprietors Meeting within this Province; in 
which Warrant Notice ſhall be given for the chuſing a Moderator as uſual, 
Offi cers to be a Proprietors Clerk, Treaſurer, Aſſeſſors and Collectors, for ſaid Proprietors, 


choſen. and allo for the chuſing a Committee to call Meetings for the ſaid Proprietors 
for the future, and for the granting and raiſing ſuch Sum and Sums as ſhall | 
by the major Vote of ſaid Proprietors be thought neceſſary for the Uſe of 
ſaid Proprietors ; in which Meeting all the Original Proprietors of Stow | 
aforeſaid, that drew Lots in the firſt Diviſion of: ſaid common Lands in Stow | 
aforeſaid, or their Heirs, ſhall be allowed to vote according to the Intereſt | 
Money to ve they reſpectively kad at the Time when the firſt Diviſion of ſaid common | 


raiſed by Aſ- 


3 Lands were made; and in making of ſaid Aſſeſsment of any Sum or Sums 


of Money for the Uſe of ſaid Proprietors, the ſame ſhall be aſſeſſed on ſuch 
of theOriginal Proprietors of ſaid Stow, their and each of rheirteirs in equal 
Proportion according to the Intereſt they or their Predeceſſors had at the 
Time of the firſt Diviſion of ſaid Lots being made and drawn as aforeſaid; 
And any ſuch Tax or Aſſeſsment being made as aforeſaid, and committed to 
Collefiors to the Collector or Collectors that ſhall be then choſen, having duly taken the 
levy it, Oaths that ſuch Officers are required by the Laws of this Province to take 
ſhall have full Power to levy and collect the ſame, in as full and ample 32 

| | Manner 
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Manner as the Collectors of any Town, Diſtrict or Pariſh in this Province 
have in the gathering and collecting of any Town, Diſtrict or Pariſh Taxes. 
And be it further enacted, I hat the Clerk of ſaid Proprietors that ſhall Manner of 


— 


be choſen at the Meeting aforeſaid from Time to Time and at all Times, Proceeding in 
7 as often as there ſhall be Occaſion, and he ſhall receive Orders from the . 
Committee of ſaid Proprietors or the major Part of them, ſhall iſſue his 
Warrant to one of the Proprietors of Se aforeſaid, requiring him to warn 
2 Meeting of the Proprietors aforeſaid to meet in Stow aforeſaid, for the 
tranſacting of ſuchBuſineſs relating to the Affairs of ſaid Proprietors, as ſhall 
be thought needful according to the uſual Cuſtoms of other Proprietors within 
this Province, and that they ſhall have Power from Time to Time as they 
” ſhall ſee meet to grant and raiſe Money for the Uſe of the Proprietors afore 
ſaid, and to aſſeſs the ſame upon the originalProprietors that drew the original the original 
= Lots in their firſt Diviſion aforeſaid, it living; and if any of them be dead, Proprietors or 
then ſuch deceaſed's Proprietors Proportion of ſuch Moneys ſhall be aſſeſſed Heirs, 
on their Heirs enjoying any Eſtate from their ſaid Anceſtors, and that in 
> Proportion to their reſpective Shares therein: Saving only, that if any 6f ſaid Saving. 


Money to be 
* raiſed from 


= original Proprietors ſhall have conveyed by Deed of Releaſe his Share in ſaid 
> Propriety to any other Perſon, and ſo has no Intereſt depending on the afore- 
aid Diſpute, ſuch Proprietors Proportion of ſuch Aſſeſsment as ſhall be 
made by Virtue of this Act, ſhall be aſſeſſed on the preſent Owner of ſuch 


Proprietors Share therein, who ſha]l be obliged to pay the ſame to the 


> Collector or Collectors of ſaid Proprietors, who are hereby impowered and 
= required to levy and collect the fame. 


This Act to remain and be in Force for the Space of five Years from the 


Publication thereof, and no longer. 


— 


CH Ar. 


An Act in Addition to an Act entitled an Act to enable 


Creditors to receive their juſt Debts out of the Effects of 
their abſent or abſconding Debtors. 


HEREAS in and by an Af Inlitled, An Act to enable Creditors to 
receive their juſt Debts out of the Effects of their abſent or abſcond- 
ing Debtors, which Ad in the twenty firſt Year of his preſent Majeſty's 

Reign was revived and continued in Force for the Term of ten Tears, Proviſion 


was intended to be made for the Recovery of any Sums that may be juſtly due to 


any Perſon, out of the Goods, Effects or Credits of any abſent or abſconding Per- 


ion or Perſons that may be in the Hands of any Attorney, Factor, Agent orTruſtee, 
and not expoſed to View; and ſome Doubts have ariſen bow far the Remedy pro- 
- vided by the ſaid Aft according to the true Intent thereof does extend, and in what 
Actions and Demands Plaintiffs or Complainants may recover and receive their 
Dues and Damages, which they are intitled to from abſent or abſconding Perſons, 
in Manner as in and by ſaid Att is provided: 


Be it enaited by the Governour, Council and Houſe of Repre- 
ſentatives, That the Remedy provided in and by ſaid Act, was intended 


5 and ſhall be conſtrued and underſtood to extend to all Actions of Debt, Detinue, 
Account and Covenant, and to all Actions upon the Caſe in Trover, in- 
d4ebitatis aſſumpſit, and expreſs Contract, and that all Perſons iatitled to either 
pl ſaid Actions againſt any ſuch abſent or abſconding Perſon, are Creditors 
within the true Intent and Meaning of ſaid Act, and intitled to any Method 
colt Relief in and by ſaid Act given to Creditors. 


Om. 
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Limitation; 


Preamble. + 


Species of 
Actions in 
which Credf- 
tors may re- 
ceive their 
Debts out of 
the Eſtate of 
abſent and ab- 
ſconding Deb- 
tors. 
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1 An Act in Addition to the ſeveral Laws of this Govern- 
14 ment made for the regulating General Fields. + 
| | Preamble. [4/ REAS by Law the Fence Viewers choſen in the ſeveral Towns within f 
| | this Province are obliged to view defedive and inſufficient Fence, in Caſe X 
1 | Complaint be made to them, and tbe Perſon complaining pay them three | Jo 

* Shillings per Diem, and for a leſs Time ſix Pence an Hour; and upon the Fence fi 
5 Viewers finding the Fence defetiive, he is obliged to notify the Owner thereof, who (2 

hath fix Days by Law allowed bim to repair the ſame, which if he ſufficiently re- 5 
13 pair within ſaid Term, the Complainant who hath paid the Fence Viewers for 4 
19 viewing the ſame, cannot recover the Money by him ſo paid : Fo 
Ii. For Remedy whereot ; #1 

4 Complainant Be it enaſted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of Repre. 
4h not to pay the ſentatives, That each and every Fence Viewer within this Province, and T 

i doom * that hereafter may be choſen into ſaid Office, ſhall be obliged (upon Com- 1 

| 78 views. plaint made to him) to view any inſufficient Fences without the Complain- 7 
op ant's firſt paying him therefor, and in Caſe the Owner of ſuch inſufficient 5 
Fence neglect or refuſe to pay him the Fee allowed by Law for viewing ſuch 8 

Owner of the Fence, for the Space of one Month, he ſhall have and recover of the Owner 7 

LE. of ſaid Fence double the Sum allowed by Law for that Service; but in Caſe J 

oe "ona the Fence complained of appear to the Fence Viewer to be ſufficient, that $ 

then the Perſon complaining ſhall pay the like Fee to the Fence Viewer. I 

And whereas it often happens that Horſes, Catile and other Creatures are : 

| Preamble. found Damage Feaſant in general Fields, which are either clandeſtinely turned = 

in, or are ſo unruly as to get in where the Fence is ſufficient and according toLaw, p 

and when impounded theOwners thereof will replieve the ſame, becauſe there may I 

be ſume defect in the Fence incompaſſing ſuch general Field, though the ſame may 3 

be at a great Diſtance from the Place where ſuch Creatures adlually got into the :\ 

Field, and Judgment recovered againſt the Perſon impounding, which may be very 7 

unjuſt and unreaſonable : J herefore, 7 

Creatures to Be it further enacted, That when and fo often as any Creatures are A 

be impounded taken in any general Field and Impounded, and a Writ of Replevin is taken 6 

| 2 wi out to replieve the ſame, the Court or Juſtice before whom the Action is 

| inſufficient. brought, ſhall be and hereby is 1 d to giv | 4 

| ed inſufficient. brought, ſha and hereby is impowered to give Judgment againſt the 0 
| Owner of ſaid Creatures, unleſs by ſuch Owner it be made to appear they got ; 
# into the Field where the Fence was inſufficient at the Time of their getting 
| in, or were put in by ſome other Perſon. 5 
4 Preamble. And whereas it often happens in fencing general Fields for the Conveniency of 8 
| | fencing, conſiderable Quantities of rocky and tarren Land, not capable of 7 illage, 7 
. 0 are taken into ſuch Fields, the Owners of which are now by Law obliged to Fence 1 
yh for the ſame, and alſo pay Taxes equal to the other Lands in ſaid Field, whenever $ 
[ } an Aſeſmment is wr dl ao of ſuch Field; which is very unjuſt : : 
| Owners of Be it further enacted, That all Lands now lying in general Fields, or | © 
1 | 8 that hereafter may be taken into the ſame, that are ſo rocky or barren that 5 
15 pay for no the Owners thereof have never improved the ſame, either by mowing, plowing 4 


Vart of the or feeding, ſaid Owners ſhall not be obliged to Fence for them any Part of the 
generalFence. Fence incompaſſiog ſuch general Fields, nor ſhall they be taxed for them in 
any Rate raifed by the Proprietors of ſuch Field, until ſuch Time as they 
ſhall make Improvement thereon. _. 

This Act to continue and be in Force three Years from the firſt Day of 


February next, and no longer 


Limitation. 
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| CHAP. XI. | | 
An Act for preventing the unneceſſary Deſtruction of q 
Alewives in the Town of Sandwich. 1 


* 
* 83 — — — 
a 


HEREAS the Laws already provided againſt the Deſtruction of the Fiſh preamble. 
called Alewives, do not in divers Circumſtances reach the Caſe ef Her- 


ring River in the Town of Sandwich, ſo that nevertheleſs great Waſte is made of 
them by ill-minded Perſons to the great Damage of the Publick : 
To prevent which; 

Be it enacted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of Repre- Regulation of 
ſentatives, That from and after the firſt Day of April next, no Perſon or theUſe of Nets 
Perſons whomſoever ſhall, on any Pretence, preſume to ſtretch, ſer or draw for taking of 
any Seine or Drag Net, or ſet up any Wares or other Fiſhing Engines in an 1 
Part of the River known by the Name of Herring- River in the Town of 
Sandwich, or Ponds adjacent thereto, where the Fiſh uſually ſpawn, or uſe 
any other Inſtrument for the catching 4lewives but Dip Nets or Scoop Nets, 
without firſt obtaining ſpecial Licence therefor by a Vote of the Inhabitants 
of ſaid Sandwich legally aſſembled at their anniverſary Meeting in March, nor 
in any Manner whatever, at any Time or Place in ſaid River or Pond, but 
ſuch as ſhall be determined and appointed at ſuch Meeting, on Penalty of a 
Fine of five Pounds for each Offence, to be paid by every Perſon concerned 
in taking ſaid Fiſh in either of the Ways forbidden by this Act, or in any 
other Place than ſuch as ſhall be aſſigned by the ſaid Town as aforeſaid, 
and be recovered by Action, Bill, Plaint or Information in any Court proper 
to try the ſame. | 

And be it further enacted, That all Fiſh taken in ſaid River or Ponds, 
contrary to the true Intent of this Act, ſhall be liable to be forfeited to 
the Overſeers appointed by ſaid Town. 

And be it further enacted, That all Coaſters or Boatmen ſhall give in Account to be 
upon Oath, (it required) to the Town Clerk of ſaid Sandwich, what Quan- taken of Fiſh 
tity of the ſaid Alewives they have taken on Board, and who were the Ow- wanfported. 
ners of ſaid Fiſh. | 

All Fines and Forfeitures ariſing by this Act to be diſpoſed of, one Half 
for the Benefit of the Poor of ſaid Town, the other to him or them who 
ſhall inform and ſue for the ſame. . 

And whereas a conſiderable Part of the Banks of ſaid River is Covered with Preamble. 
thickWeoods, and thereby ſo obſcured as that Perſons may frequently offend againſt 
this At without being diſcovered, and thereby the good Deſign of it be defeated, 
unleſs ſpecial Proviſion be made therefor : | | 

Be it therefoze enacted, That the Manner, Rules and Methods of Con- Manner of 
viction of Offenders againſt this Act, be the ſame as are directed and pro- Proſecution. 
vided'in and by an Act Iatitled An Act in Addition to and for rendring more 
effeTual an 4 made in the tenth Year of the Reign of King William the Third, 

Intitled An 43 for preventing of T reſpaſſes, made in the twelfth Year of the 
Reign of. bis late Majeſty King George the firſl. | 
This Act to be in Force tor the Space of three Years from the firſt Day Limitation. 
of April.next, and no longer. 2 72 3 
| 5: 5G HA; &.\ AJM | 
An Act for preventing Miſchief by unruly Dogs on the 
Iſlands of Martha's-Vineyard, Chebaquiduck, and alſo 
on the Iſland of Nantucket. in 


X} HEREAS much Damage has been done by unruly and miſchievous Dogs in preamble. 


Fiſh otherwiſe 
taken to be 
forfeit. 
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Diſpoſal of 
Fines. 
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worrying, wounding and killing Sheep and Lambs on the Maud of Martha's- 
Vineyard, 


a 3 


1754. 
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Provinte Treaſurer to borrow Money... 


Vineyard, and alſo on the Hand of Nantucket and Chebaquiduck, by Reaſon 
of great Numbers of ſuch Dogs being kept by Indians as well as Engliſh Inha- 
bitants there : © | | 


Dogs ona ſar- 


tha j -· Vineyard 
&c. may be 
killed after 

Mar. 1. 1754. 


Penalty for 
keeping Dogs 
&c. 


Be it therefoze enaited by the Governour, Council and Houſe of 
Repreſentatives, That from and after the firſt Day of March next, it ſhall 
and may be lawful for any Perſon or Perſons living on any Part of Martha's- 
Vineyard, or on the Iſlands of Nantucket or Chebaquiduck, to kill any Dog or 
Bitch whatſcever, that ſhall at any Time be found on ſaid Mariha's-Vineyard, 
or on ſaid Iſlands of Nantucket or Chebaquiduck. 


And be it further enacted, That whoſoever ſhall preſume to keep any 
Dog or Bitch on the Iſland of Martha's-Vineyard, or on the Iſland of Nan- 


tucket or Chebaquiduck, after the ſaid firſt Day of March next, ſhall forfeit and 
pay the Sum of twenty Shillings, to be ſued for and recovered by ſuch Per- 
ſon or Perſons as ſhall inform againſt the Breaches of this Act; one Half 


thereof to the Informer, and the other Half to the Poor of the Town where 


How Actions 
areto be tried, 


Limitation, 


the Offence ſhall be committed. 


And be it further enacted, That if any Action ſhall be brought or 
proſecuted either before aJuſtice of Peace, or in any Court within this Province, 


againſt ſuch Perſons as ſhall kill or deſtroy any ſuch Dog or Bitch, found as 
atoreſaid, the Defendant ſhall plead the general Iſſue, and give this Act in 
Evidence; and thereupon ſuch Juſtice or Court ſhall bar ſaid Action, and 
allow the Defendant his reaſonable Coſt. 

This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of three Years from 


the firſt Day of March next, and no longer. 


Preamble, 


Treaſurer im- 
owered to 
orrow 
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[ The eight foregoing Ads were Publiſhed January 26. 1754. ] 
Acts and Laws, 

Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
jeſty's Province of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay in New-England : Be- 
gun and Held at Boſton, in the County of Suffolk, upon Wed- 
neſday the thirtieth Day of 1753, and continued by Prorogati- 


ons to Wedneſday the twenty-ſeventh Day of March follow- 
ing, and then met. 


3 ñ— 


CHAP. XIV. 
An Act impowering the Province Treaſurer to borrow 


Five Thouſand three Hundred Pounds, and for apply- 
ing the ſame to defrey the Charge of building a Fort on 
Kennebeck- River, and for ſundry other Purpoſes ordered 
by this Court. 


WW REAS it is very neceſſary, that a good and defenſible Fort be ſoon 


built on Kennebeck- River, the preſent Fort being in a ruinous and ir- 
reparable State; as alſo that many other expenſive Affairs be carried 
on very ſpeedily ;, which in the whole have been eſtimated to require ibe 
Sum of Five Thouſand three Hundred Pounds; which Sum this Court have 
voted and agreed to borrow, the ſame not being in the Treaſury : 
| Be it therefoze enated by the Governour, Council and Houſe 
of Repreſentatives, That the Treaſurer of this Province be and hereby 
he is impowered to borrow from ſuch Perſon or Perſons as ſhall be willing to 


lend the ſame, a Sum not exceeding Five Thouſand three Hundred 1 a 
2 mille 
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milled Dollars at fx Shillings each, or other coined Silver at fix Shillings and 
zight Pence per Ounce, and the Sum fo borrowed ſhall be a Stock in the 
Treaſury, and applied for building a Fort on Kennebeck-River, in ſuch Place 
and Manner as the Captain-General ſhall think proper ; and for defreying 
the Charge of His Excellency the Governour's propoſed Voyage to the Eaſt- 
ern Parts of this Province, and of the Council and other Attendants, for pay- 
ing the Wages of five Hundred Men includingOfficers, which his Excellency 
may order Eaſtward, and to pay the Bounty ordered at Inliſtment, as alſo 
their Subſiſtence, and to purchaſe Preſents proper for the Six Nations, and to 
defrey the Charge of Commiſſioners attending the General Convention at 
Albany, and for no other Purpoſes whatſoever ; and if there be a Surpluſage, 
it ſhall remain a Stock in the Treaſury ; and for every Sum ſo borrowed the 
Treaſurer ſhall give a Receipt and Obligation in the Form following, viz. 
| Province of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay. 
Day of 1754. 

Received of the Sum of 
Pounds, for the Uſe and Service of the Province of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, 
and in Behalf of ſaid Province I do hereby promiſe and oblige my ſelf and Suc- 
.ceſſors in the Office of Treaſurer to repay to the ſaid | 
or Order, on or before the firſk Day of May 1755, the aforeſaid Sum of 

Pounds, with Intereſt at the Rate of ſix per Cent. per Annum. 

Witneſs my Hand, 


A. B. Treaſurer, 
And no Receipt ſhall be given for leſs than 7wenty Pounds. 


And in order to enable the Treaſurer effectually to diſcharge the Receipts and 
Obligations by him given in Purſuance of this Att : 


We it enacted, That there be and hereby is granted unto his moſt Ex- Taxof/.c 306 
cellent Majeſty a Tax of Five Thouſand three Hundred Pounds, to be levied granted. 
on Polls and Eſtates Real and Perſonal within this Province, according to 
ſuch Rules and in ſuch Proportion on the ſeveral Towns and Diſtrifts within 
the ſame, as ſhall be agreed on and ordered by the General Court of thisPro- 
vince at their Seſſions in May One Thouſand ſeven Hundred and fifty four, 


which Sum ſhall be paid into the Treaſury on or before the thirty firſt Day 
of March next after. | 


And as an additional Fund and Security for drawing the ſaid Sum of Five 
Thouſand three Hundred Pounds into the Treaſury again : 


Be it enacted, That the Duty of Exciſe for one Year from Faly One pund. 
Thouſand ſeven Hundred and fifty four, ſhall be applied towards diſcharg- 
ing ſaid Receipts and Obligations. | | | 

And be it further enacted, That in Caſe the General Court ſhall not at 
their Seſſions in May, and before the twentieth Day of June One Thouſand Rule for ap- 
ſeven Hundred and fifty four, agree and conclude upon an Act apportioning portioning 
the Sum which by this Act is engaged to be in ſaid Year apportioned, aſſeſſed 8 
and levied, that then and in ſuch Caſe each Town and Diſtrict within this Ag hall be 
Province, ſhall pay by a Tax to be levied on the Polls and Eſtates both Real agreed on. 
and Perſonal within their Limits, the ſame Proportion of the ſaid Sum as 
the ſaid Towns and Diſtricts were taxed by the General Court in the Tax 
Act then laſt preceeding (ſaving what relates to the Pay of the Repreſentatives, 
which ſhall be aſſeſſed on the ſeveral Towns they repreſent) and the Province 
Treaſurer is hereby fully impowered and directed ſometime in the Month of 


undred and fifty four, to iſſue and ſend forth his 


1754 
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Form of 
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Receipt. 
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Levying Soldiers. 


and Perſonal within their ſeveral Towns and Diſtricts, and for their reſpective 

Parts and Proportion of the Sum before directed and engaged to be aſſeſſed. 
And alſo for the Fines upon the ſeveral Towns for not ſending a Repre- 

ſentative; and the Aſſeſſors as alſo Perſons aſſeſſed ſhall obſerve, be go- 


verned by and ſubject to all ſuch Rules and Directions as have been given in 


Preamble. 


Duty of chief 
Officers in le- 
vying Soldi- 
ers. | 


Penalty for 
not doing 
Duty. 


Duty of the 


chief Officer 
of a Compa- 


ny or Troop. 


Penalty for 


not doing his 
Daty. 


the then laſt preceeding Tax Act. 


ä — As lk. 2 Ly Mc * 
— 
++ & 2 - 58 & + #=* $ £*4 +48 * © 


* 


oh "CHAP. XV. 
An Act for levyingSoldiers,and to prevent Soldiers and Sea 


men in his Majeſty's Ser vice from being arreſted for Debt. 


TOR the more ſpeedy and effectual Levying of Soldiers for bis Majeſty's Ser- 
vice, when and ſo often as there ſhall be Occaſion for the ſame, for the 


Prejervation and Defence of his Majeſty's SutjefFs and Intereſts, and the 

proſecuting, encountring, repelling or ſubduing ſuch as ſhall at any Time 
attempt in hoſtile Manner to enterprize the Deſtruction, Invaſion, Detriment or 
Aunoyance of this his Majeſty's Province, or any of his Majeſty sSubjefts therein, and 
for the better preventing Diſappointments thro' the Default of any employed in 
levying ſuch Soldiers, or by the Non- Appearance of ſuch as ſhall be levyed : 


Be it enacted by the Governour, Council and ppouſe of Repre- 
ſentatives, That when and ſo often as any Chief Officer of any Regiment 
of Militia within this Province, ſhall receive Orders from the Captain-General 
or Commander in Chief for the Time being of the ſaid Province, for the 
preſſing or cauſing to be impreſſed for his Majeſty's Service out of the Regi- 
ment under his Command, ſo many Soldiers as in ſuch Orders ſhall be men- 


tioned, ſuch Chief Officer of the Regiment ſhall forthwith thereupon iſſue 


forth his Warrants to the Captains or Chief Officers of the Companies or 
Troops within his Regiment, or ſuch of them as he ſhall think fit. requiring 
them reſpectively to impreſs out of the Militia in the Companies or Troops 
under their Command, ſo many able Soldiers furniſhed and provided as the 


Law directs, and in the whole ſhall make up theNumber which by theOrders | 


of the Captain-General or Commander in Chiet he ſhall be directed to im- 
preſs, on Pain that every Chief Officer of a Regiment that ſhall neglect or 
not do his utmoſt to ſend forth his Warrants ſcaſonably (having Orders for 


the fame as above-mentioned) ſhall forfeit and pay a Fine of thirty Pounds. 
And every Colonel or Field Officer of any Regiment that ſhall directly or 
indirectly take or receive any Thing whatſoever for the diſcharging of any | 
Soldier that ſhall be impreſſed for his Majeſty's Service, except thoſe of his 


own Company or Troop, ſhall forfeit and pay a Fine of ten Pounds, for each 


and every Man by him ſo diſcharged for the Sake of Gain. And every | 
Captain or other Chief Officer of any Company or Troop that ſhall receive 
any Warrant from the Chief Officer of the Regiment, whereto ſuch Com- 2 


pany orTroop belongs, for the impreſſing out of the ſame any Soldiers for his 


Penalty for 
other Perſons 
Neglect. 


Majeſty's Service, ſhall thereupon uſe his utmoſt Endeavour to impreſs or cauſe 
to be impreſſed ſo many Soldiers as by ſuch Warrant he ſhall be required to 
impreſs, and to have them at the Place of Rendezvous at the Time as there- 
in ſhall be mentioned, on Pain that every Captain or Chief Officer of any 
Company or Troop, that ſhall neglect or not do his utmoſt ro comply with 


and perform any Warrant to be by him received as aforeſaid from the Chief | 
Officer of the Regiment, ſhall for ſuch Neglect and Default pay a Fine of en 
Pounds. And every Officer or Soldier that ſhall receive a Warrant from his 


Captain, or the Chief Officer of the Company or Troop in which he is in- 


within this Province, requiring them to aſſeſs the Polls and Eſtate bath Real 
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liſted for the Japretig of Men, ſhall forthwith attend and perform the ſame, | 
on paying à Fine of tbree Pounds; and all Perſons are required to be aiding Penalty for 
and aſſiſting to him in the Execution of ſuch Warrant, on Pain of forfeiting taking à Re- 
the Sum of forty Shillings ; and it any Perſon authorized as aforeſaid to im- _ ae 

| 3 : : * Q..5 ge Soldi- 

reſs any Soldier or Soldiers for his Majeſty's Service, ſhall exact or take any ers. 

0 to diſcharge or ſpare any from ſaidService, he ſhall forfeit ten Pounds 
for every twenty Shillings he ſhall ſo exact or take, and fo pro ratd; all which Diſpoſition of 
Fines and Penalties aforeſaid, ſhall be one Moiety thereof unto his Majeſty dhe Fine. 
for and towards the Support of the Government of this Province, and the 
other Moiety to him or them that ſhall inform and ſue for the ſame, by 
Action, Bill, Plaint, or Information, in any Court of Record. | 
And be it further enated, That every Perſon liable and fit for the Ser- 
vice, being orderly impreſſed as aforeſaid for his Majeſty's Service, by being Duty of Per. 
commanded in his Majeſty's Nime to attend the ſaid Service, ſhall by him- ITY ION 
ſelf or other meet Perſon in his Room (to the Acceptance of his Captain or 


—— 


*,, 
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Chief Officer) attend the ſame at Time and Place appointed, compleat with 

'Arms and Ammunition, if ſuch he have or is able to purchaſe the ſame, on 

Pain of forfeiting and paying to his Captain or Chief Officer, by whoſe 

Warrant he was impreſſed (within twenty four Hours next after ſuch Im- 
preſsment) the Sum of five Pounds, who on Payment thereof ſhall give a 

Receipt therefor, and in Default of ſuch Payment, or of procuring ſome meet 

Perſqn in his Stead to the Acceptance of ſaid Officer, the ſaid Sum ſhall be ns 60 he 
levied by Diſtreſs and Sale of the Goods and Chattels of ſuch Offender (or levyed on 
of the Goods and Chattles of his Parent of Maſter in Caſe ſuch impreſſed Goods ind 
Perſon be a Son under Age or a Servant) and the Officer by whoſe Warrant Chattels, &c. 
he was impreſſed, ſhall be and is hereby fully impowered and required to 

levy and collect the ſaid Sum in ſuch Manger as Conſtables of Towns and 

Diſtricts within this Province are impowered to levy the publick Taxes, and 

for want of Goods and Chattles whereon to make Diſtreſs, ſuch Offender 

ſhall ſuffer ſix Months Impriſonment without Bail or Mainprize, to be com- 

mitted by Mittimus from any Juſtice of the Peace of the ſame County, upon 

due Conviction of ſuch Neglect: And of the Monies to be fo levyed or col- 

lefted, ſuch Captain or Chief Officer ſhall lay out and improve ſo much as 

ſhall be neceſſary for the procuring and fitting out of one or more ſuitable 

Perſon or Perſons as there may be Occaſion, to pertorm the Service for which 


any Soldier or Soldiers (ſorfeiting as aforeſaid) ſhall have been impreſſed, the 


Overplus of ſuch Monies to be paid into the Town or Diftrict Treaſury ſome 
Time before the annual Meeting of ſuch Town or Diſtrict in March in each 
and every Year, for the Uſe and only Benefit of ſuch Company or Troop in 
ſaid Towa or Diſtrict to which ſuch Perſon or Perſons impreſſed as aforeſaid 
belonged at the Time of his or their being impreſſed, and ſaid Town or 
Diſtrict Treaſurer is hereby enjoined under the Penalty of five Pounds as a- 
foreſaid, to pay the ſame out from Time to Time to any impreſſed Man or 
Men by Order of the Captain or Chief Officer of ſuch Company or Troop 
ſuch impreſſed Man or Men belonged to, and ſuch Officer ſhall give into the 
Treaſurer of ſaid Town or Diſtrict an atteſted Account of the Sum by him 


received and paid, and upon ſuch Officer's neglecting to render ſuch Account 


ard paying ſuch Sums as ſhall be due, ſuch Officer for ſuch Neglect ſhall for- 
feit and pay to ſuch Town or Diſtrict Treaſurer for the Uſe of ſuch Town 


or Diſtrict as aforeſaid the Sum of fortyPounds ; and the ſaidTown orDiſtrict 


Treaſurer is hereby impowered to demand and ſue therefor accordingly ; and 
if the Captain or Officer to whom the ſaid Sum of five Pounds ſhall be paid as 
atoreſaid by any Perſon impreſſed, cannot ſeaſonably procure another ſuitable 
Perſon to ſerve in the Stead of him chat was before impteſſed, or if anyPerſon 

| impreſſed 
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impreſſed ſhall ſuffer Impriſonment or ſhall make his Eſcape, in each and every 
ſuch Caſe the ſaid Captain or Officer ſhall renew his Warrants as often as there 
ſhall be Occafion, until the Number ſent for from him be compleated; and 
218 all Perſons paying the ſaid Sum of five Pounds as before mentioned, ſhall be 
6 eſteemed as Perſons that have ſerved, and be no further or otherwiſe liable to 
#1 any after Impreſs than thoſe that actually go forth in that Service; and all 
Wa Perſons lawtully impowered to impreſs may purſue any Perſon that abſconds 
6 from the Impreſs, or makes his Eſcape, and may impreſs ſuch Perſon in any 
N Place within the Province; and if any Perſon impreſſed as aforeſaid for his 
| | | Majeſty's Service as required, ſuch Perſon at his Return ſhall be apprehended | 
3 by Warrant from any Juſtice of the Peace, and be by him committed to Pri- 
. ſon, unleſs ſuch Perſon give ſufficient Security toAnſwer it at the next Court 
A | bs of General Seſſions of the Peace, and upon due Conviction of the ſaidOffence 
\þ by the Oath of him that impreſſed him, ſhall ſuffer twelve Months Impriſon- 
| ment, or pay a Fine of ten Pounds, to be paid to the Select-Men of the Town 5 
. or Diſtrict where ſuch Perſon belonged to at the Time of his being impreſſed,. 
14 for purchaſing Arms for the Uſe of the Company to which ſuch Perſon be- 
| longed ; and if anyPerſon directly or indirectly byCounſel or otherwiſe, ſhall 
prevent the impreſſing, conceal any Perſon impreſſed, or knowingly further his 
Eſcape, ſuch Perſon ſhall pay as a Fine three Pounds. 
W And be it further enacted, That all Soldiers ſhall be in Pay from the 
of Soldices i Time of their being impreſſed till they be orderly diſcharged, and have reaſo- 
to begin. nable Time allowed them to repair to their uſual Places of Abode; and it 
any Captain or other Chief Officer ſhall diſmiſs any Soldier detained in his 
Majeſty's Service, and aſſume another for Gain, ſuch Captain or Chief Officer 
ſhall forfeit the Sum of ten Pounds for every twenty Shillings he ſhall ſo exact, 
to be recovered and diſpoſed of, in Manner as is before provided for the Fine or 
Penalty on Officers neglecting to execute Warrants for impreſſing of Soldiers; 
and every Perſon who ſhall impreſs any Soldiers for his Majelty's Service, 
ſhall tranſmit a Liſt of them to the Chief Officer of the Regiment or Troop, ; 
particularly mentioning Sons under Age orServants, if any ſuch there be, ang 
to whom they belong, that ſo their Fathers or Maſters may receive their 
1 Wages, who are hereby impowered ſo to do. | 
3 Maimed Sol-. And be it further enacted, T bar all ſuchSoldiers and Seamen that from 
bl. diers and Sea- the Commencement of this Act have been, or during the Continuance thereof | 
"lt pic 1 may be wounded in his Majeſty's Service within this Province, and are there- 
5 by maimed or otherwiſe diſabled, ſhall be relieved out of the publick Treaſury, 
[i as the Great and General Court or Aſſembly ſhall order. 
Ft i: Soldiers to be AND be it further enacted, That any imprefled Man or Men appearing 
$1 furniſhed with at the Place of Rendezvous being actually deſtitute of Arms and Ammuni- 
[| Arms. tion of his own,' and unable to purchaſe the ſame, he or they ſhall be furniſh- 
+; 
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ed out of the Town Stock, if any there be, otherwiſe it ſhall be in the Power | 
of the Captain or Chief Officer of the Company or Troop by whom he is | 
impreſſed, to impreſs Arms and Ammunition for him or them, which Arms 
ſhall be apprized by two ſuitable Perſons appointed and ſworn for that Pur- 
poſe, and the Perſons ſo appointed and ſworn ſhall give a Certificate of the 
apprized Value to the Perſon or Perſons from whom the ſaid Arms are taken, 
for the Uſe of which Arms ſhall be paid out of his Wages one Penny per 
„ Week for the ſame, and return ſuch Arms, or otherwiſe pay for the ſame; and 
| 4 if any Soldier ſhall loſe his Arms in his Majeſty's Service, not thro' his own 
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| Neglect or Default, ſuch Loſs ſhall be borne by the Province. 

No Proceſs to And be it further enacted, That if any Perſon whatſoever (other than 
It ator 2 the Commiſſary) ſhall truſt or give Credit to any Soldier, Mariner or Sailor, 
N during his being actually in his Majeſty's Service, for Cloathing or other! 


Servige. Things 5 


WM y 


than 
lor, 
ther 
11ng5 


— * 
p | 2 as. I | %* 4 IE 0% 
8 » "I. * is 8 * = 8 * 


Fs . — 2 Fr. OS TER 
PPP 


. —— —— — 
4 1 * SR r * 3 ee Ben 
n 8 2 K . èͤU— U — 5 ICY 1 - N — N © tots n * — 8 

een ee r n 


den 


— Co CP Io ar St 


given to him from the Captain or Chief Officer under whoſe Command ſuch 


and that whenſoever in any Action that ſhall hereafter be brought in any of but in Caſe lic. 
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Things whatſoever, no Proceſs ſhall be granted or ſerved on ſuch Soldier for 
any Debt ſo contracted, until he be diſmiſs'd the Service; and every Writ 
or Proceſs granted or. ſerved contrary thereto, ſhall be deemed and adjudged 
(ipſo fatto) void: And any Juſtices of the Peace within the County where 
any ſuch Soldier or Mariner is committed or reſtrained upon Proceſs granted 
for Debt or Pretenſion of Debt contracted as aforeſaid, ſhall (upon Certificate 


„ — "IE 


Soldier or Mariner is, ſetting forth that at the Time of ſuch Debt contracted, 
he was then and ſtill continues a Soldier or Mariner in his Maieſty's Pay) 
forthwith order his Releaſe from Confinement and return to his Duty. 

And be it further enacted, That noPerſon who is or ſhall be impreſſed, No perfor y 
hired or voluntarily inliſted into his Majeſty's Service, either by Sea or Land, impreſſed, hir- | 
ſhall during hisContinuance therein, be liable to be taken out of hisMajeſty's ed or inliſted | 
Service by any Proceſs or Execution (unleſs for ſome criminal Matter) for 5 * 4 7 
any Sum under the Value of en Pounds, nor for any greater Sum until Oath 8 | 
ſhall be made by the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs, before one of the Juſtices of the for criminal ql 
Court out of which the Execution or Proceſs ſhall iſſue, or before twoJuſtices Matters. {1 
of the Peace (Quorum Unus) in the County where the Plaintiff may happen i1 
to be, that to his or their Knowledge there is bond fide due from ſuch Perſon 4 
as the Proceſs or Execution is deſired to iflue againſt, ten Pounds at leaſt : 
And every Soldier whoſe Body ſhall contrary to the Intent of this Act be ar- | 
reſted by meanProceſs or Execution after his Inliſtment into ſaidService, may | 
and ſhall be fer at Liberty by two Juſtices of the Peace, Quorum Unus, in the [i 
County where ſuch Soldier is taken, upon Application made by him or his k 
Superiour Officer, and Proof of his being entered into the Service aforeſaid. } 

And be it further enated, That no Perſon in his Majeſty's Service ſhall Perſons in i 
pawn, truck, barter, or fell his Arms, Ammunition, orCloathing, on Penalty his Majeſty's 1 
of being puniſhed by riding the Wooden Horſe, running the Gantler, or other —— —— 
like Military Puniſhment, and the Perſon accepting or receiving the ſame, ſnall 1 — 
be compelled to reſtore and make good the ſame without Price or Redemp- | . 
tion, and ſhall further (if in his Majeſty's Service) ſuffer Military Puniſhment 
as aforeſaid. 

And be it further enacted, That all Debts contracted for ſtrong or Soldier orMa- 
ſpitituous Liquors, by any Soldier or Mariner while in his Majeſty's Service riner not to 
ſhall be void, and the Creditor forever debarred from any Preceſs or Benefit * 2 for 
of the Law for recovery of the ſame. 8 
Provided always, That this Act ſhall not be conſtrued to ſtay the Proceſs of pfceg not to 
any Creditor of fſuch Soldier orSailor as aforeſaid, after hisDiſmiſſion from the be ſtayed after 
laid Service, nor at all to (tay any Proceſs or Execqtion againſt a defective Ditmiſſion 
Conſtable or Collector, for any Tax or Taxes committed to him to collect. from Service. 

Provided alſo, That this Act ſhall continue in Force unto che firſt Day ot EO 
June, which will be in the Year of our Lord One Thouſand ſeven Hundred RN 
and fifty ſeven, and no longer. 


| CH AE Avi Ro 
An Act for further regulating the Courſe of Judicial 


Proceedings. 
HEREAS Trials of Civil Actions upon Appeals and Reviews, have been P 


unneceſſarily multiplied to the great Charge and Grievance of many of 
his Majeſty's Subjects within this Province: 

Be it therefoze enated by the Governour, Council and Houſe of No review 
Repreſentatives, That no Writ of Review ſhall hereafter be brought to allowed at the 
any Inferiour Court of Common Pleas, unleſs the Action be already begun; Ivferior Court 
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Drains and Common Shozes. 


* 


NoReview al- 
lowed where 


either Party 
hath obtained 
two Judg- 
ments. 


Preamble, 


the Courts within this Province, the Party whether Plaintiff or Defendant *' f 


which ſhall have recovered Judgment on the firſt Trial, ſhall likewiſe recover 


on a fecond Trial, no Review ſhall be allowed in ſuch Action. 


This Act to continue and be in Force for three Years from the twenty. 


fifth Day of January One Thouſand ſeven Hundred and fifty four, and no 
longer. 
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An Act in Addition to the Act made and paſſed in the 
eighth Year of her late Majeſty Queen Anne, Intitled | 


An AF for regulating of Drains or Common Shores. 


75 in and by an Af made and paſſed in the eig bib Tear of the Reign 
of ber late Majeſty Queen Anne, Intitled An Act for regulating of Drains 
andCommonshores, it is enadled among otherT hings, ** That it ſhall and 
* may be lawful to and for any one or more of theInhabitants of any Town, 
ce at his or their own Coſt and Charge to make and lay a common Shore or 
% main Drain for the Benefit of themſelves and others that ſhall think fit to 


* join therein: And every Perſon that ſhall afterwards enter his or her par- 


e ticular Drain into ſuch Common Shore or main Drain, or by any more re- 


* mote Means receive Benefit thereby, for the draining of their Cellars or 


Owners of 
Drains &c. to 
pay their Pro- 
portion of the 
Charge for 
opening of 
them, 


an Action or Actions tor the ſame accordingly. 


* 


* Shore or main Drain, a proportionable Part of the Charge of making or 
< repairing the ſame; or ſo much thereof as ſhall be below the Place where 


any particular Drain enters thereinto,at the Judgment of the Sele&- Men 


*« of the Town or major Part of them. 


And whereas it frequently happens that the main Drains or Common Shores de. 


cay and fill up, and the Perſons immediately affected thereby, are obliged to repair 


ſuch Common Shore to prevent Damage to themſelves and others whoſe Drains | 


enter above as well as below them, and no particular Proviſion is made by ſaid 


Act to compel ſuch Perſons as dwell above that Part where Common Shores are 
repaired and have not ſuſtained Damage, to pay their proportionable Share thereof, 
as ſhall be adjudged by the Select. Men, nor in what Manner the ſame ſhall be re- 


covered; which has already occaſioned many Diſputes and Controverfies : 
Wherefore for preventing the ſame for the future : 


Be it enaited by the Governour, Council and Houſe of Repre- 
ſentatives, That whenſoever it ſhall hereatter happen after the firſt Day of | 
June next, that any Common Shore or mainDrain is ſtopped or gone toDecay, | 
ſo that it will be neceſſary to open ſuch Common Shore or main Drain to 
remove ſuch Stoppage and repair it, not only the Perſon orPerſons who ſhall | 
ſo do, or cauſè the fame to be done, but all others whoſe Drains enter (either 


above or below) ſuch Common Shore or main Drain, or receive any Benefit 
by ſaid Common Shore or main Drain, ſhall pay ſuch a proportionable Part 
of the whole Expence of opening and repairing the Common Shore or main 
Drain, as ſhall be adjudged to them by the Select Men of the Town or a 
major Part ot them, to be certified under their Hands; and if any Perſon or 
Perſons after ſuch Certificate is made, ſnall refuſe to pay the ſame within ten 
Days to the Perſon ſo appointed by the Select- Men to receive it, being duly 
notified thereof, he ſhall be liable and ſubject to pay to ſuch Perſon appointed 
double the Sum mentioned in ſuch Certificate, and all Coſts ariſing upon ſuch 
Refuſal; and ſuch Perſon is hereby fully authorized and impowered to bring 


Provided 


Lands, ſnall be obliged to pay unto the Owner or Owners of ſuch common 
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Provided always, That nothing in this Act ſhall be conſtrued or underſtood Provided in 
to ſet aſide or make void any Covenants or Agreements already made or that Cafe of Con. 
hereafter may be made among theProprietors of ſuchDrains orCommonShores. 


This Act to continue and be in Force for five Years from the firſt Day of Imitation. 
June next, and no longer. tion. 


, SE. ooo, ; 
An Act to prevent Neat Cattle and Horſes running at large . 
and feeding on the Beaches and Meadows below the 


Banks in the Town of Turo from the Houſe of Joſbua 
Atkins to Bound-Brook, and alſo on the Common Mea- 
dow at and about Pamit Harbour and River as far up 
as the Wading-Place by John Lumbarts. 


wW HEREAS there are certain Meadow Lands within theTownſhip of Truro Preamble. 
in the County of Barnſtable called Pamit-Meadows, on which many of 
the Inhabitants of ſaid Town depend for their Hay, and the ſaid Meadow- 
Land lies adjoining to ſandy Beaches next the Sea, on which no Fence can well be 
made to ſtand, and by Reaſon of Cattle and Horſes trampling and feeding there, 
the Beach Graſs which was wont to prevent the driving of the Sand from the 
Beaches to the Meadows, is deſtroyed, and a great Part of the Meadows already 
covered with Sand and become uſeleſs for Graſs,and the whole in Danger of being 
buried with the Sands, if not timely prevented: 


Be it therefoze enacted by the Governotr, Council andHHouſe of No Perſon to 
Repreſentatives, That no Perſon ſhall preſume to turn or drive any Neat turn or drive 


Cattle or Horles upon the ſaid Beaches or Meadows to feed,or leave them at 2 ans va ” 
large there, on the Penalty of five Sbillings a Head for all Neat Cattle and &. of Trure. 


for every Horſe-kind fo turned upon any of the ſaid Beaches or Meadows to 
feed, or that ſhall be found at large there; which Penalty may be recovered 


„% ww 


by any of the Proprietors of ſaid Beaches or Meadows, one Moiety thereof to 


be to the Informer that ſhall ſue for the ſame, and the other Moiety to be to 
and for the Uſe of the Poor of the Town of Truro. 

And be it further enacted, That it ſhall be lawful for any Owner or Cattle found 
Proprietor of the ſaid Meadows or Beaches, or other Perſon finding anyCat- feeding on the 
tle or Horſe-kind feeding or going at large upon the Beaches or Meadows oo pong hor 
aforeſaid,or any of them,to impound the fame ; and the Perſon or Perſons pounded &. 
impounding them ſhall give publick Notice thereof in the Town of Truro, and 
in the two next adjoining Towns,and ſhall relieve ſaid Creatures whilſt im- 
pounded with ſuitable Meat and Water; and the Owner thereof appearing, 
he ſhall pay to thelmpounder one Shilling and fix PenceDamages for each Head 
of Neat Cattle or Horſe-kind ſo impounded, andCoſt of impounding them : 
and if theOwner do not appear within the Space of ſix Days and pay the Da- 
mage and Coſts occaſioned by impounding the ſame, then and in every ſuch 
Caſe the Perſon or Perſons impounding ſuch Cattle or Horſe-kiod, ſhall cauſe 
them to be ſold at publick Vendue for paying ſuch Damages and Coſts, and 
theCharge ariſing by ſuchSale (publick Notice of the T ime and Place of ſuch 
Sale being given forty eight Hours before-Hand)and theOverplus (if any be) 
to be returned to theOwner of ſuch Cattle or Horſe-kind (on his Demand) at 
any I ime within twelve Months next after the Sale; and if noOwner ſhall ap- 
pear within the ſaid twelve Months, then one Moiety of theOverplus ſhall be 
to the Party impounding, and the other Moiety thereof to the Ule of the 
Poor of the Town of Truro. 

This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of three Years from Limitation, 1 
the firſt Day of June next, and no longer. 1 


ö 
[ The five foregoing Ads were Publiſhed April 24. 1754. ACTS 1 
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Acts and Laws, 


Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
jeſty's Province of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay in New-England : Be- 
gun and Held at Boſton, in the County of Suffolk, upon Wed- 
neſday the twenty-ninth Day of May 1 7 5 4. 


lt jw 1 


—_ — 


— 


E 
An Act for granting unto His Majeſty an Exciſe upon ſundry | 
Articles hereafter enumerated, for and towards the Sup- 
port of His Majeſty's Government of this Province. 


Daa J F E your Majeſty's moſt loyal and dutiful Subjef3s the Repreſentatives of 


the Province of theMaſſachuſetts- Bay, in General Court aſſembled, have 
chearfully and unanimouſly granted, and do hereby give and grant unto ; 
His moſt excellent Majeſty, to be applied to the Support of His Ma- W. 


jefty's Government of this Province, according to ſuch ifs, Votes or Orders of | © 
the General Court as ſhall hereaſter be made for that Purpoſe, an Exciſe upon | © 
the ſeveral Articles hereafter named : And, : 


Be it accordingly enacted by the Governour, Council and Houſe 
of Repreſentatives, That there ſhall be paid for all Tea, Coffee and Eaſt- 
India Ware, called China Ware, the ſundry Duties following, viz. 
For every Pound of Tea, four Pence. 
For every Pound of Coffee, one Penny. 
For all Eaſt-India Ware, called China Ware, five per Cent ad 
Volorem at the Retail Price, 
= _ to And be it further enacted, That from and after the firſt Day of Ju 
Coffee and next, and until the firſt Day of July which will be in the Year of our Lord 
China Ware, One Thouſand ſeven Hundred and fifty ſix, noPerſon or Perſons whatſoever, 
without Li- other than ſuch as ſhall obtain Licences from the Juſtices in General Seſſions 
n to ſell Tea, Coffee and China Ware, unleſs as is herein after provided, ſhall 
directly or indirectly, by themſelves or any under them, preſume to ſell the 
ſame, and every Perſon ſo licenced ſhall give Bond, with ſufficient Sureties 
for their well and truly paying the Duties laid on thoſe Articles, he or they 
ſhall be licenced to fell, and that he or they will uſe his or their Licence in 
ſuch Houſe or Houſes as ſhall be therein named, and no other; and that he 
or they will render to the Farmer or his Deputy on Oath a juſt and true Ac- 
count of all Commodities by him or them ſold from Time to Time, and pay 
unto the ſaid Farmer or his Deputy at the End of every half Year the Sum 
or Sums of Exciſe that may ariſe, purſuant to this Law. 
Proviſo. Provided nevertheleſs, It ſhall and may be lawful to ſell or diſpoſe of any 
Tea or China Ware to any Perſon whatſoever, in Caſe ſuch Tea or China 
Ware be in a Cheſt or Package as imported, and not leſs in Value than /wenty 
Pounds Lawtul Money; and alſo to ſell or diſpoſe of any Coffee to any Perſon 
whatſoever, in a Quantity not leſs than one Hundred Weight, and alſo for 
any Perſon, at the Time of the Publication of this Act poſſeſſed of any of the 
ſaid Commodities, to ſell or diſpoſe of the ſame in anyQuantities whatſoever, 
to ſuch Perſons as are licenced to fell and retail the ſame ; any Thing in 
this Act to the contrary notwirhſtapding. 


1 » 
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Proviſo. Provided always, and it is the true Intent and Meaning of this Af, That it 1 
any Perſon licenced to fell any of the aforeſaid Commodities, ſhall purchaſe 1 

them of any other Perſon licenced to ſell the ſame, ſuch Purchaſer ſhall not | 
be held to pay an Exciſe on any Quantity ſo purchaſed. 5 Ie 
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And be it further enacted, That the ſaid Licence be renewed yearly, Licences to be 
and Bond given as atoreſaid ; and that the ſaid Licences be renewed ro no — vg 
Perſons whatever unleſs he or they before their receiving the ſame, produce? 
Certificate under the Hand of the Farmer or his Deputy, of his or their 

having paid the full of the Exciſe due from them as aforeſaid. _ 

And be further enacted, That if any Perſon or Perſons not licenced as Fine for ſel- 
aforefaid, unleſs as is herein provided, ſhall from and after the firſt Day of ling without 
Fuly next, preſume directly or indirectly by themſelves or any under them, to Lcencè. 
ſell any Tea, Coffee or China Ware, by any Quantity, Weight, Number or 
Meaſure, he ſhe or they ſhall for every ſuch Offence on due Conviction forfeit 
and pay the Sum of four Pounds, one Halt to the Informer, and the other Half 
to the Farmer, the Manner of Conviction to be the ſame as of Perſons ſellin 
ſtrong Liquors without Licence, as is by Law already provided. And to the 
End theRevenue ariſing from the aforeſaidDuties of Exciſe may be advanced 
for the greater Benefit and Advantage of the Publick,; 

Be it further enacted, That one or more Perſons to be nominated and Duties on Tea 
appointed by the General Court, for and within the ſeveral Counties within this &c. to be 
Province (publick Notice being firſt given of the Time and Place and Occa- * 
ſion of their Meeting) ſhall have full Power, and are hereby authorized from 
Time to Time to contract and agree with any Perſon for or concerning the 
Farming the Duties in this Act mentioned, upon Tea, Coffee and China Ware 
in the reſpective Counties for which they ſhall be appointed, as may be for 
the greateſt Profit and Advantage of the Publick, ſo as the ſame exceed not 
the Term of one Year after the Commencement of this Act: And every Farmer to 
Perſon to whom the Duties of Exciſe in any County ſhall be let or farmed, have Power 
ſhall have Power to inſpect the Houſes of all ſuch as are licenced, and of ſuch A og 
as are ſuſpected of ſelling without Licence; and to demand, ſue for and re- 
cover the Exciſe due from licenced Perſons by Virtue of this Act. 

And be it further enacted, That the Farmer ſhall give Bond (with two Farmer to 
ſufficient Sureries) to the Province Treaſurer for the Time being, and his Suc- give Bond, 
ceſſors in ſaid Office, in double the Sum of Money that ſhal] be contracted 
for, with Condition that the Sum agreed be paid into the Province Treaſurer 
for the Uſe of the Province, at the Expiration of one Year from the Date of 
ſuch Bond, which Bond the Perſon or Perlons to be appointed a Committee 


of ſuch County are to take, and the ſame to lodge with the Treaſurer as a- 


foreſaid, within twenty Days after ſuch Bond is executed: And the ſaid +,,..cer to 

Treaſurer, upon Failure or Neglect of Payment at the Time therein limited, ſue out the 

ſhall and is hereby impowered and directed to iſſue out his Execution (re. Bonds in Caſe. 

turnable in ſixty Days) againſt ſuch Farmers of Exciſe and their Sureties, or 

either of them, for the full Sum exprels'd in the Condition of their Bonds, as 

they ſhall reſpectively become due, in the ſame Manner as he is enabled b 

Law to iſſue out his Executions againſt defective Conſtables ; and the ſaid 

Committee ſhall render an Account ot their Proceedings touching theFarm- 

ing this Duty on Tea, Coffee and China Ware afore-mentioned in their re- 

ſpective Counties to the General Court, in the firſt Week of their FallSeſſions, 

and ſhall receive ſuch Sum or Sums for their Trouble and Expence in ſaid Committee 

Affair, as ſaid Court ſhall think fit to allow; them; and every Perſon for letting out 

tarming the Exciſe in any County, may ſubſtitute and appoint one or more re | 

Deputy orDeputies under him to collect and receive theExciſe aforeſaid, which accountable 

ſhall become due in ſuch County, and pay in the ſame to ſuch Farmer; which to the Gene- 

Deputy orDeputies ſhall have, uſe, and exerciſe all ſuchPowers and Authorities ral Court. 

as in and by this Act are given or committed to the Farmers for the better 

collecting the Duties aforeſaid, or proſecuting of Offenders againſt this Act. | 
And be it further enacted, any Thing herein before contained to the con- opal Dogs | 

trary notwithſtanding, That it ſhall and may be lawful to and for the ſaid 


ties. 
0-1 Farmers, 


r = 
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may « com- Farmers, and every of them, to compound and agree with any Perſon or 
pound wy Perſons within their reſpective Diviſions from Time to Time, for his or her 
3 © Exciſe for the whole Year in one entire Sum, as they in their Diſcretion 
ſhall think fit to agree for; and all and every Perſon or Perſons to whom the 
ſaid Exciſe or any Part thereof, ſhall be let or farmed by themſelves or their 
lawfulSubſtitutes, may and hereby are I ef to ſue for and recover in 
and ſue for any of his Majeſty's Courts of Record, or before a Juſtice of the Peace, where 
Exciſe. 


Farmers Fine 
in Caſe of 
Conniyance. 


Executors or 
Adminiſtra- 
tors of deceaſ- 


the Matter is not above his Cognizance, any Sum or Sums that ſhall grow 
due for any of the aforeſaid Duties of Exciſe, where the Party or Parties from 
whom the ſame is or ſnall become due, ſhall refuſe or neglect to pay the ſame. 

And be it further enacted, Thar in Caſe any Perſon farming the Ex- 
ciſe as aforeſaid, or his Deputy, ſhall at any Time during their Continuance 
in ſaid Office, wittingly and willingly connive at or allow any Perſon or Per- 
ſons within their reſpective Diviſions (not licenced by the Court of General 
Seſſions of the Peace) their ſelling any Tea,Coffee. orChina Ware, ſuchFarmer 
orDeputy for every ſuch Offence ſhall forfeit theSum of fifty Pounds, andCoſt 
of Proſecution, one half of the Penalty atoreſaid to be to his Majeſty for the 


Uſe of the Province, the other half to him or them that ſhall imform and 
ſue for the ſame, and ſhall thenceforward be forever diſabled from farming 


the ſame. | 


And be it further enacted, That in Caſe of the Death of the Farmers 


of Exciſe in any Counties, the Executors or Adminiſtrators of ſuch Farmer 
ſhall upon their taking ſuch Truſt of Executor or Adminiſtrator upon them, 


ed Farmers to have and enjoy all the Powers, and be ſubject co all che Duties the Farmer 


have their 
Power, &c. 


Court of 
Seſſions to 


give Licence. 


Or two juſti- 
ces in Caſe. 


Preamble, IT 


had or might enjoy, or was ſubject to by Force of this Act. 

And be it further enacted, That the Juſtices in the ſeveral Counties be 
and hereby are impowered at their ſeveral Seſſions during the Continuance of 
this Act, to grant Licences for the ſelling and retailing any of the aforeſaid 
Articles, to all ſuch fit and properPerſons as ſhall apply to them for the ſame ; 
and all Perſons deſiring Licences are hereby directed to apply to the Juſtices 
in Seſſions for ſaid Licence accordingly, they taking Boads with ſufficient 
Sureties, to ſecure the fullValue of the Exciſe on Tea, Coffee and China Ware, 
which it is probable may be ſold by the Perſons petitioning for ſuch Licence; 
and the Perſon receiving ſuch Licence ſhall pay no other or greater Fee than 
two Shillings in the whole (one Shilling to the Court, and one Shilling to the 
Clerk) for his or her Licence and Bond aforeſaid. 


And be it further enacted, That in ſuch Counties where the Courts of 


General Seſſions ot the Peace ſhall not fit in thirty Days after ſaid firſt of Zuly 
next, it ſhall be in the Power of two of His Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace in 
ſuch County (Quorum Unns) to grant Licences for ſelling the Commodities 
aforeſaid, ro all ſuch Perſons as ſhall apply for the ſame, upon giving the 
Security by this Act required; and the Juſtices granting ſuch Licence and 


returning a Certificate thereof under their Hands to the next Court of Ge- 


neral Seſſions of the Peace, ſhall be adjudged ſufficient to entitle the Perſon 


ſo licenced to ſell ſaid Commodities for one Year next ter 1aid Certificate 


18 ſo returned. 
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An Act for further continuing the Act Intitled, An Aci in | 


Aadition to an Act Intitled an AF for the better Pre- 
ſervation and Increaſe of Deer within this Province. 


* HERE AS the Act of this Province Intitled, An Act in Addition to an | 
| Act Intitled an Act tor the better Preſervation and Increaſe of Dee! | 
x SE | within | 
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Unruly Dogs. Treaſurer to bozzow Money. 137 


within this Province, made and paſſed in the thirteenth Year of King George the 
firſt, and by divers ſubſequent Acts continued in Force, will expire the firſt Day of 
July next; and the ſaid Ad baving by Experience been found beneficial : 

Be it therefoze enated by the Governour, Council and Houſe of The above 
Repreſentatives, That the aforeſaid Act and every Matter and Clauſe Law &c. con- 
therein contained, be and hereby is continued and revived, and ſhall remain tinued till 
in full Force until the firſt Day of July which will be in theYear of ourLord Jay 764. 
One Thouſand ſeven Hundred and ſixty four, ſaving only that the Penalty 
in ſaid Act for killing or poſſeſſing the raw Fleſh or Skin of any Buck, Dow 
or Fawn, from and after the tenth Day of December, until the firſt Day of 
Auguft annually, ſhall hereafter be underſtood to extend to ſuch Perſons as 
ſhall kill or poſſeſs the raw Fleſh or Skin of any Buck, Dow or Fawn, from 


and after the twenty-firſt Day of December until the eleventh Day of Auguſt 
annually, and to no others. 


TY — 8 ** 7— CC. 
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CHAP. I. 
An Act to prevent Miſchief being done by unruly Dogs in 
the Town of Beverly. 


E it enacted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of Repre- ,... 

| ſentatives, That theAſſeffors of the Town of Beverly for the Time 1 
being, are hereby required and enjoined to make diligent and ſtrict powered to 

Enquiry what Dogs are kept in ſaid Town, and are a- like authorized and re- aſſeſs the Ow- 

quired to aſſeſs the Owner or Keeper of every Dog, Bitch or Whelp, or the ges -_ 4 

Parent, Guardian or Maſter of ſuch Owner or Keeper, the Sum of four Shil- Town. 8 

lings to every Province Tax or Aſſeſsment, and proportionably to every other 

Tax or Aſſeſsment that ſhall be made in ſaid Town. 


This Act to continue for the Space of three Vears, from and after the firſt Limitation. 
Day of July 1754, and no longer. 


ſl WY —_ 


CHAP Iv. 
An Act for impowering the Province Treaſurer to borrow 
the Sum of Twenty one Hundred and fourteen Pounds, 


and applying the ſame towards the Expence of ſending 
three Hundred Men Eaſtward. 


HEREAS the preſent State of Afairs makes it neceſſary that there ſhould Preamble. 
be an Addition to the five Hundred Men already voted to be ſent to the 
Eaſtern Parts of this Province fer the Security thereof : . 
Be it enacted by theSovernour, Council andHouſe of Repreſen- 7 mock im- 
tatives, That the Treaſurer of this Province be and hereby is impowered Poweren © 
to borrow from ſuch Perſon or Perſons as ſhall be ready to lend, a Sum not . 2114. 
exceeding Twenty oneHundred and fourteen Pounds, in Spaniſh mill'd Dollars, 
at ix Shillings each, or other coined Silver at / Shillings and eight Pence per 
Ounce,to be applied towards the Expence of enliſting. ſubſiſting, tranſporting 
and paying the Wages of three Hundred Men (Officers included) for the 


Service aforeſaid ; and for every Sum ſo borrowed, the Treaſurer ſhall give a 
Receipt in Manner following. 


Province of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, Form of 
Day of Received of eee 


i Receipt. 
the Sum of for the Uſe and Service of the Province of 
the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, and in Behalf of ſaid Province I do hereby moe 
| | an 
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Treaſurer to boꝛꝛow Money. 


and oblige my Self andSucceſſors in the Office of Treaſurer, to repay to the 
ſaid | orOrder,on before the firſt Day of MayOne Thouſand 
ſeven Hundred and fiſty five, the aforeſaid Sum of with Intereſt, 
at the Rate of fix per Cent. per Annum. - © Witneſs my Hand. 


And whereas the Exciſe on ſpirituous Liquors beginning in the Year 1 753, and 


will end this preſent Tear, amounting to four Thouſand ſeven Hundred eighty 


Exciſe Mort- 
gaged for 
Fayment of 
the ſame, 


Preamble. 


Treaſurer im- 
owered to 

See 

L. Gooo. 


two Pounds fix Shillings and eight Pence, was Mortgaged as an additional 


Security for the Redemption of the Government Securities that were payable the 


twentieth of January la, and a Ballance will remain in the Treaſurer's Hands 
when ſaid Securities are diſcharged, ſufficient for the preſent Exigence : 

Be it enacted, That ſaidExciſe upon ſpirituousLiquors ſhall be further 
Mortgaged as a Fund to diſcharge'the ſaid Sum of twenty one Hundred and 


fourteen Pounds, and ſhall be applied towards diſcharging the Treaſurer's Re- 


ceipts and Obligations for the Money which he ſhall borrow by Virtue of 
this Act accordingly. = 8 W 
[ The four foregoing Acts were Publiſhed June 20. 1754. ] 


f Acts and Laws, 


Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
jeſty's Province of the Maſjachuſetts-Bay in New-England : Be- 
gun and Held at Boſton, in the County of Suffolk, upon Wed- 


neſday the twenty-ninth Day of May 17 5 4, and continued 


by Adjournment to Thurſday the ſeventeenth Day of Odober 
following. 


— — 


— — — — — 


. 


An Act for the Supply of the Treaſury with the Sum of 
Six Thouſand Pounds, and for apylying the ſame for the 
Payment of the Forces raiſed for the late Expedition at 


Kennebeck. 
MI ity the Proviſion made by this Court at their Seffions in April 


— 


and May /aft of Seven Thouſand four Hundred and tourteen Pounds 

for the above Purpoſe is inſufficient io anſwer theEnds propoſed, and it 

being neceſſary as well for the Honour of the Government, as for the 
Encouragement of future Expeditions, that a further and an immediate Supply 
ſoould be made that ſo the Officers and private Soldiers who have ſerved the Pro- 
vince in the ſaid Expedition, may forthwith receive their Pay according to their 
ſeveral Eſtabliſhments : 


Be it enaited by the Governour, Council and Houſe of Repre- 
{entatives, That cheTreaſurer of theProvince be and he is hereby impower— 
edand directed to borrow from ſuch Per ſon or Perfons as ſhall be willing to lend 
the ſame, a Sum not exceeding Six Thouſand Pounds in mill'd Dollars at / 
Shillings each, or in other Silver at fix Shillings and eight Pence per Ounce, and 
the Sum ſo borrowed ſhall be applied by the Treaſurer for the Payment and 
Diſcharge ot all ſuch Draughts as ſhall from Time toTime be drawn on him 
by the Governour and Council, to be paid out of the Appropriation for the 
Forces in the late Expedition &c. and for every Sum ſo borrowed the Trea- 
ſurer ſhall give a Receipt and Obligation in the Form following: 

Province 


ö after ſaid Notes are diſcharged, ſhall be a 


charge of the principal and Intereſt that hall be due on the Receipts and 
Obligations given inPurſuance of this Act, and to no otherPurpoſe whatever, 
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Treaſurer to boꝛzow Money. 


Province of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay. Day of 175 
Received of . the Sum of for the Uſe and Form of | 
Service of the Province of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, and in Bebalf of ſaid Pro- 3 
vince ¶ do hereby promiſe and oblige my ſelf and Succeſſors in theOffice of Tre. 


ſurer, to repay to the ſaid or Order, on or before the firſt of 
December, Seventeen Hundred and fifty ſix, the aforeſaid Sum of 


wwith Intereſt annually at the Rate of ſix per Cent, per Annum. 


| Witneſs my Hand, A. B. Treaſurer. | 
And in order to draw the Money into the Treaſury again and enable the 


1754. 
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Treaſurer effectually to diſcharge the Receipts and Obligations (with the In- 
> terelt that may be due thereon) by him given in Purſuance of this A& ; 


Be it further enacted, That there be and hereby is granted unto his moſt Tax of 1.6000 


' 2? excellent Majeſty a Tax of Six Thouſand Pounds, to be levied on Polls and in 1755. 
© Eſtates Real and Perſonal within this Province, according to ſuch Rules and 

in ſuch Proportion on the ſeveral Towns and Diſtricts within the ſame, as 

© ſhall be agreed on and ordered by the General Court of this Province at their 

SGeſſion in May One Thouſand ſeven Hundred and fifty five, whichSum ſhall 

be paid into theTreaſury on or before the thirty-firſtDay of March next after. 


And whereas when all the Government Securities are redeemed excepting what 


| | | ; | Preamble. 
are given by Vertue of this Act, and the outſtanding Taxes excluſive of the Tax for 

' the preſent Tear, are paid into the Treaſury, there will be conſiderable Surpluſage; 

| therefore as an additional Fund or Security to enable the Treaſurer to diſcharge 

* the Notes and Obligations by bim given in Purſuance of this Ad: 


Be it further enacted, That what Surpluſage ſhall be in the Treaſury Fund. 


pplied for the Payment and Diſ- 


And be it further enacted, That in Caſe the General Court ſhall not Rule for ap- 


at their Seſſion in May and before the twentieth of June One Thouſand ſeven 8 = 

Hundred and fifty five, agree and conclude upon an Act apportioning the ng rev 

Sum which by this Act is engaged to be in ſaidYear apportioned aſſeſſed and 

| levied, that then and in ſuch Caſe, each Town and Diſtrict within this Pro- greed on. 

| vince ſhall pay a Tax to be levied on the Polls and Eſtates both Real and 

| Perſonal within their Limits, the ſame Proportion of the ſaidSum as the ſaid 
Ions and Diſtricts were taxed by the General Court in the Tax Act then 

laſt preceeding (ſaving what relates to the Pay of the Repreſentatives which 


no Tax Act 
ſhall be a- 


ſhall be aſſefled on the ſeveral Towns they reſpectively repreſent) and the 
Province Treaſurer is hereby fully impowered and directed ſome Time in the 


| Month of June One Thouſand ſeven Hundred and fifty five, to iſſue and ſend 


forth his Warrants directed to the Select-Men or Aſſeſſors of each Town and 


Di.iſtrict within this Province, requiring them to aſſeſs the Polls and Eſtates both 
Real and Perſonal within their ſeveral Towns and Diſtricts, and for their 
reſpective Parts and Proportions of theSum before directed, and theAſſeſſors 


as alſo Perſons aſſeſſed, ſhall obſerve, be governed by, and ſubject to all ſuch 


Rules and Directions as have been given in the then laſt preceeding Tax Act. 


[ This Act was Publiſhed November 23d 1754. ] 
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An Act for granting unto his Majeſty an Exciſe upon Spirits 
diftilled and Wine, and upon Limes, Lemmonsand Oranges. 


Preamble. E His Majeſty's moſt loyal and dutiful  Subjefts the Repreſentatives of 
the Province of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay in General Court aſſembled, be- 
= ing deſirous to leſſen the. preſent Debt of the Province, have chearfully 
and unanimouſly granted,and do hereby give and grant unto his moſt excellent Ma- 
Jefty for the Ends and Uſes above-mentioned, and for no other Uſes,an Exciſe upon 
all Rum, and other Spirits diſtilled, and upon all Wines what ſoever, and upon Lem- 
mons, Limes and Oranges, to be raiſed, levied, and colleted and paid by and upon 
every Taverner, Iunbolder, common Victualler, Retailer, and privatePerſon within 
each reſpective County, in Manner following : 3 
And be it accordingly enacted by the Governour, Counctl and 
Time of this Pouſe of Repreſentatives, That from and after the twenty-fixth Day of 
Ea December One Thouſand ſevenHundred and fitty four, every Perſon already li- 
For every Gallon of Rum and Spirits diſtilled, four Pence. 
For every Gallon of Wine of every Sort, /ix Pence. 
For every Hundred of Lemmons or Oranges, four Shillings. 
For every Hundred of Limes, one Shilling and fix Pence, and ſo propor- 
tionably tor any other Quantity or Number. 
And be it further enacted, That every Taverner, Innholder, common 
ctualler, and Retailer, ſhall upon the ſaid twenty-ſixth Day of December, 
take an exact Account of all Rum, and other diſtilled Spirits, and Wine, and 
of all Lemmons, Oranges and Limes then by him or her, and give an Account 
of the ſame upon Oath (it required) unto the Perſon or Perſons to whom the 
Duties of Exciſe in the reſpective Counties ſhall be let or farmed, as in and by 
this Act is hereafter directed; and ſuch other Perſons as ſhall be licenced dur- 
ing the Continuance of this Act, ſhall alſo give an Account as aforeſaid upon 
Oath, what Rum or other diſtilled Spirits and Wine, or of what Lemmons, 
Oranges or Limes, he or they ſhall have by him or them at the Time of his or 
their Licence; which Oath, the Perſon or Perſons farming the Duties afore- 
ſaid, ſhall have Power to adminiſter in the Words following, viz. 


Account to be Vi 
taken. 


Form of the OU A.B. do Swear, that the Accompt exhibited by you, is a juſt and true Aa- 


Oath. count of all Rum,and other diſtilled Spirits and Wine, Lemmons, Oranges and 
Limes, you had by you on the twenty-/ixth of December laſs, 
So help you GOD. 
And when ſuch Perſon or Perſons ſhall not have been licenced on ſaid 
twenty-ſixth of December, the Form of the Oath ſhall be ſo varied, as that in- 
ſtead of thoſe Words, on the twenty- ſixth of December, theſe Words ſhall be 
inſerted and uſed, at the Time of taking your Licence. 
And be it further enacted, That every Taverner, Innholder, common 
Within fx Victualler and Retailer, ſhall make a fair Entry in a Book of ſuch Rum, and 
| 3 other diſtilled Spirits and Wine, as he or they, or any for him or them ſhall 
delivered. bup, diſtil, and take in, after ſuch Account taken, and of whom bought, and 
of Lemmons, Oranges and Limes, taken in, conſumed or uſed as aforeſaid; 
and at the End of every ſix Months deliver the ſame in Writing under their 
Hands to the Farmer or Farmers of the Duties aforeſaid, who are impowered 
to adminiſter an Oath to him or them, that the ſaid Account is bond fide j uſt 
and true, and that he or they do not know of any Rum, or other diſtilledSpirits 
or Wine ſold directly or indirectly, or of any Lemmons, Oranges or Limes 
uſed in Punch or otherwiſe by him or them, or any under him or them, or by 


his or their Privity or Conſent, but what is contained in the Account bo 
| exhibite 
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cenced for retailingRutn,or otherSpirits or Wine, ſhall pay theDuries following: 
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ing to, or in his or her Houſe or Family, and be thereof convicted, he, ſhe or 
they, ſhall be reputed theOffender orOffenders,and ſhall ſuffer the ſamePenal- 
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exhibited, and ſhall pay him the Duty thereof, excepting ſuch Part as the Far- Ten per Cent 
mer ſhall find is ſtill remaining by him or them, ſen per Cent. to be allowed on lowed for 
J bark aforementioned for Leakage, and other Waſte, for which noDuty 8 

is to be paid. 

And be it farther enacted, That every Taverner, Innholder, common peng! 
Victualler, or Retailer, who ſhall be found to give a falſe Account of any diſtil- Dan a falls 
led Spirits or Wine, or other the Commodities aforeſaid by him or her on the Account. 
ſaid twenty-fixthDay of December, or at the Time of his or her taking “Licence, 
or bought, diſtilled, or taken in, as aforeſaid afterwards, uſed as aforeſaid, or 
neglect or refuſe to give in an Account onOath as aforeſaid, ſhall be rendered 
incapable of having a Licence afterwards, and ſhall be proſecuted by the Farmer 
of Exciſe in the fame County for his or her Neglect, and ordered by the Gene- 
ral Seſſions of the Peace to pay double the Sum of Money as they may judge 
that the Exciſe of Liquors &c. by him or her ſold within ſuch Time would 
have amounted to, to be paid to the ſaid Farmer. EN 

And be it further enacted, That che Juſtices in their General Seſſions General Seſſi- 
of the Peace ſhall take Recognizances with ſufficientSureties of all Perſons by os to take 
them licenced, both as to their keeping good Rule and Order, and duly ob- e 
ſerving the Laws relating to Perſons ſo licenced, and ſor their duly and truly 
rendering an Account in Writing under their Hands as aforeſaid, and paying 
their Exciſe in Manner as aforeſaid; as alſo that they ſhall nor uſe their Li- 
cence in any Houſe beſides that wherein they dwell, which Recognizance ſhall 
be taken within the Space of thirty Days after the granting of ſuch Licence, 
otherwiſe thePerſons licenced ſhall Joſe the Benefit of his or her ſaidLicence ; 
and no Perſon ſhall be licenced by the ſaid Juſtices that hath not accounted 
with the Farmer, and paid him the Exciſe due to him from ſuch Perſon, at 
the Time of his or her aſking for ſuch Licence. 

And whereas notwithſtanding the Laws made againſt ſelling ſtrong Drink with- Preamble. 
out Licence, many Perſons not regarding the Penalties and Forfeitures in the ſaid 
AR, do receive and entertain Per/ons in their Houſes, and ſell great Quantities of 
Spirits, and other flirong Drink without Licence ſo to do, firſt bad and obtained, by 
Reaſon whereof great Debaucheries are committed and kept ſecret, and thereby the 
End and Defign of this Law is in a great Meaſure fruſtrated, and ſuch as take 
Licences and pay the Exciſe greatly wronged and injured : | 

Be it therefoze enatted, That whoſoever after the ſaid twenty ſixthDay Forfeiture of 
of Decemier Inſtant,ſhall preſume either directly or indirectly to ſell any Rum, # 4 for ſelling 
or other diſtilled Spirits, or Wine, in any leſs Quantity than thirty Gallons, Joi; 825 
and all delivered to one Perſon at one Time, (without drawing any Part ot it 
off) or any Beer, Ale, Cyder, Perry, or other ſtrong Drink in leſs Quantity 
than ten Gallons, without Licence firſt had and obtained ſrom the Court of 
General Seſſions of the Peace, and Recognizing in Manner as aforeſaid, ſhall 
forfeit and pay for each Offence the Sum of four Pounds, and Colts of Proſe- 
cution, one Half to the Farmer, and the other Half to the Informer; and all 
ſuch as ſhall refuſe or neglect to pay the Fine aforeſaid, ſhall ſtand cloſely and 
ſtrictly committed in the commonGoal of the County for {ix Months at leaſt, 
and not to have the Liberty of the Goaler's Houſe or Yard ; and any Goaler 
giving any Perſon Liberty contrary to this Act, ſhall forfeit and pay four Peunds, 
and pay Coſts of Proſecution as aforeſaid ; and if anyPerion or Perions not 
licenced as aforefaid,ſhall order, allow, permit or connive at the ſelling of any 
ſtrong Drink, contrary to the true Intent or Meaning of this Act, by his or her 
Child or Children, Servant or Servants,or any other Perſon orPerſons belong- 


ties as if he, ſhe or they had ſold ſuch ſtrong Drink themſelves, q 
nd 
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One Witneſs 
ſufficient for 
Conviction. 


Penalty for 

ſelling ſtrong 
Drink to Ne- 
groes, Molat- 


Perſons after 
firſt Convicti- 
on to enter 
into Bonds. 


Penalty on 
Perſons refu- 
ſing to give 


And be it further enacted, That when any Perſon ſhall be complained 
of for lelling any ſtrong Drink without Licence, one Witneſs produced to the 
Satisfaction of the juſtice or Court before whom ſuchComplaint ſhall be tried, 
ſhall be deemed ſufficient for Conviction: And when and ſo often as it ſhall 
be obſerved that there is a Reſort of Perſons toHouſes ſuſpected to ſell ſtrong 
Drink without Licence, any Juſtice of the Peace ſhall have full Power to con- 
vene ſuch Perſons before him; and examine them uponOath concerning the 
Perſon ſuſpected of ſelling or retailing ſtrong Drink in ſuch Houſes, Out- 
Houſes, or other Dependencies thereof; and it uponExamination of ſuch Wit- 
neſſes, and hearing the Defence of ſuch ſuſpected Perſon,it ſhall appear to the 
Juſtice there is ſufficient Proof of the Violation of this Act, by ſelling ſtrong 
Drink without Licence, Judgment may thereupon be made up againſt ſuch 
Perſon,and he ſhall forfeit and pay in like Manner as if Proceſs had been com- 
menced by Bill Plaint or Infor mation before the ſaid Juſtice, or otherwiſe ſuch 
Juſtice may bind over the Perſon ſuſpected, and the Witneſſes, to the next Court 
of General Seſſions of the Peace for the County where ſuch Perſon ſhall dwell, 

And be it further enacted, That when and ſo often as any Perſon ſhall 
be complained of for ſelling any ſtrongDrink without Licence to any Negro, 
Indian or Molatto Slave, or to any Child or other Perſon under the Age of 
Diſcretion,and upon the Declaration of any ſuch Indian, Negro, or Molatto 
Slaves, Child or other Perſon under the Age of Diſcretion, and otherCircum- 
ſtances concurring, it ſhall appear to be highly probable in the Judgment of 
the Court or Juſtice before whom the Trial ſhall be, that the Perſon com- 
plained of is guilty, then and in every ſuch Caſe, unleſs the Defendant ſhall 
acquit him or herlelf uponOath,(to be adminiſtred to him or her by the Court 
or Juſtice that ſhall try the Cauſe) ſuch Dctendant ſhall forfeit and pay four 
Pounds to the Farmer of Exciſe, and Coſts of Proſecution ; bur if the Defen— 
dant ſhall acquit him or her ſelf upon Oath as aforeſaid, the Court or Juſtice 
may and ſhall enter up Judgment for the Defendant to recover Coſts, 

And be it further enacted, That after any Perſon ſhall have been 
once convicted of felling ſtrongLiquors without Licence contrary to this Act, 
he ſhall upon every Offence after ſuch firſt Conviction, be obliged to enter into 
Bonds with one or more Surties in the Penalty of /wenty Pounds to his Ma- 
jeſty for the Uſe of this Government, that he will not in like Manner offend 
or be guilty of any Breach of this Act; and upon Refuſal to give ſuch Bond, 
he ſhall be committed to Priſon until he comply therewith. 

And be it further enacted, That it any Perſon or Perſons ſhall be ſum- 
moned to appear before a Juſtice of the Peace or the Grand Jury,to give E- 
vidence relating to any Perſon's ſelling ſtrong Drink without Licence, or to 
appear before the Court of General Seſſions of the Peace, or other Court pro- 
per to try the ſame, to give Evidence oa the Trial of any Perſon informed 
againſt, preſented or indicted for the ſelling ſtrongDrink without Licence, and 
ſhall neglect or refuſe to appear, or to give Evidence in that Behalf, evely 
Perſon ſo offending, ſhall forfeit the Sum of t,-enty Pounds, and Coſt of Pro- 
ſecution ; the one Halt of the Penalty aforeſaid to be to his Majeſty tor the 
Uſe of the Province,the other Halt to and for the Uſe of him or them who 
{hall ſue for the ſame as aforeſaid : And when it ſhall ſo happen, that Wit— 
neſſes are bound to Sea before the Sitting of the Court where any Perſon or 
Perſons informed againſt for ſelling ſtrong Drink without Licence is or are to 
be proſecuted for the ſame,in every ſuch Caſe, the Depoſition of any Witneſs 
or Witneſſes in Writing taken before any two of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the 
Peace Quorum Unus, and ſealed up and delivered into Court (the adverſcParty 
having firſt had a Notification in Writing, ſent to him or her of the Time and 
Place of Caption) ſhall bz eſtzemed as ſufficient Evidence in the Law to con- 

| vict 
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ſufficient Sureties to the Province Treaſurer for the Time being and his Suc- 
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vict any Perſon or Perſons offending againſt this Act, as if ſuch Witneſs or 
Witneſſes had been preſent at the Time of Trial, and given his, her or theirDe- 
tion viva voce; and every Perſon or Perſons who ſhall be ſummoned to 

ive Evidence before two Juſtices of thePeace inManner as aforeſaid,and ſhall 
neglect or refuſe to appear, or to give Evidence relating to the Facts he or ſhe 
ſhall be enquired of, ſnall be liable and ſubje& to the ſame Penalty as he or ſhe 
would have been by Virtue of this Act for not appearing, or neglecting or re- 
fuſing to give his or her Evidence before the Grand jury or Court as aforeſaid- 

And be it further enacted, That all Fines, Forfeitutes, and Penalties How Fines 
ariſing by this Act, ſhall and may be recovered by Bill, Plaint orlaformation, are to be re- 
before any Court of Record proper to try the ſame, and where the Sum for. Oovered. 


— —_— 


feited doth not exceed four Pounds, by Bill Plaint or Information before an 

one of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace in the reſpective Counties where 
* ſuch Offence ſhall be committed, which ſaid Juſtice is hereby impowered to | 
try and determine the ſame, and ſuchJultice ſhall make a fair Entry orRecord | 
* of all ſuch Proceedings: Saving always to any Perſon or Perſons who ſhall | 
think him, her or themſelves aggrieved by the Sentence or Determination of | 
the ſaid Juſtice, Liberty of Appeal therefrom to the next Court of General | 
| Seſſions of the Peace to be holden in and for ſaid County, at whichCourt ſuch '4 
| Offence ſhall be finally determined; provided that in ſaid Appeal the ſame 1 
* Rules be obſerved as are already by Law required in Appeals from Juſtices to 


the Court of GeneralSefſions of the Peace; ſaving only that theRecognizance 
for proſecuting the Appeal ſhall be eight Pounds: Provided every Farmer 


— o—_ 
* 


doth, as he is hereby obliged to, ſettle all Accounts relating to ſaid Exciſe in the 


County where he is Farmer, firſt giving ſeaſonable and publick Notice of the 

Time and Place or Places where ſaid Buſineſs ſhall be tranſacted ; provided | 

alſo,that ſuch Place or Places be always in one or other of the Towns where 4 

the Court of General Seſſions of the Peace by Law is appointed to be held. 4 
Be it further enacted, Thar one or morePerſons to be nominated and Perſons im- 


appointed by the General Court tor and within the ſeveralCounties within this Powered to 


Province (publick Notice being firſt given of the Time and Place and Oc- farm out the 


caſion of theirMeeting)ſhall have full Power and are hereby authorized from OW 
Time to Time to contract and agree with any Perſon for or concerning the 
farming the Duties in this Act mentioned, upon Rum or other the Liquors 

and Commodities aforeſaid, in the reſpective Counties for which they ſhall be 
appointed, as may be for the greateſt Profit and Advan:age.of the Publick, 


ſo as the fame exceed not the Term of one Year after the Commencement of 
this Act: And every Perſon to whom rhe Duties of Exciſe in any County ſhall 
be let or farmed, ſhall have Power to inſpect the Houſes of all ſuch as are 
licenced,and of ſuch as are ſuſpected of ſelling without Licence, and to demand, 
ſue for, and recover the Excite due from licenced Perſons or others by Virtue 
of this Act. 


And be it further enacted, That the Farmer ſhall give Bond with two 


Farmer to 


a give Bond the 
ceſſors in ſaid Office, in double the Sum of Money that ſhall be contracted for, Sum agreed 


with Condition that the Sum agreed be paid into the Province Treaſury, for for be paid in- 


the Uſe of the Province at the Expiration of one Year from the Date of ſuch to the, publick 


Bond, which Bond the Perſon or Perſons to be appointed a Committee of ſuch N 
County are to take, and the ſame to lodge with the Treaſurer as aforeſaid with- 

in twenty Days after ſuch Bond is executed; and the ſaid Treaſurer on Fai— 

lure or Neglect of Payment at the Time therein limitted, ſhall and is hereby 
impowered and directed to iſſue out his Execution (returnable in ſixty Days) 


againſt ſuch Farmers of Exciſe and theirSureties, or either of them, for the full 
Sum expreſſed in the Condition of their Bonds, as they ſhall reſpectivelybecome 


1909 due, 


quors they 
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due, in the ſame Manner as he is enabled by Law to iſſue out his Executions 
againſt defective Conſtables; and the ſaidCommittee ſhall render an Account 
of their Proceedings touching the Farming thisDuty onRum, Wine and other 
the Liquors ang Species afore-mentioned in their reſpective Counties to the 
General Court in the firſt Week of the next Sitting of this Court, and ſhall 
receive ſuch Sum or Sums for their Trouble andExpence in ſaid Affair, as ſaid 
Court ſhall think fit to allow them: And every Perſon farming the Exciſe in 
any County, may ſubſtitute and appoint one or more Deputy or Deputies 
under him upon Oath to collect and receive the Exciſe aforeſaid, which ſhall 
become due in ſuchCounty,and pay in the ſame to ſuch Farmer, whichDeputy 
or Deputies ſhall have, uſe and exerciſe all ſuch Powers and Authorities, as in 
and by this Act are given or committed to the Farmers, for the better colle&- 
ing the Duties aforeſaid, or proſecuting Offenders againſt this Act. 
8 And be it further enacted, am Thing herein before contained to the contrary 
compound ” notwithſtanding, That it ſhall and may be lawful to and for the ſaid Farmers, 
with any Re- and every of them, to compound and agree with any Retailer or Innholder 
tailer or Inn- within their refpective Diviſions from Time to Time for his or her Exciſe for 
holder. the whole Year in one entire Sum, as they in their Diſcretion ſhall think fir to 
agree for,without making anyEatry thereof,as is before directed ; and all and 
every Perſon or Perſons to whom the ſaidExciſe,or any Part thereof, ſhall be 
let or farmed by themſelves or their lawtul Subſtitutes, may and hereby are 
impowered to ſuc for, and recover in any of his Majeſty's Courts of Record, or 
betore a Juſtice of the Peace where the Matter is not above his Cognizance, 
any Sum or Sums that ſhall grow due for any of the aforeſaid Duties of Ex 
ciſe tarmed as aforcſaid or otherwiſe, where the Party or Parties from whom 
the ſame is or ſhall become due, ſhall refuſe or negle& to pay the ſame. 


Penalty for And be it further enated, That in Caſe any Perſon farming the Exciſe | ; 


23 2 as aforeſaid, or his Deputy, ſhall at any Time during their Continuance in ſaid 
— o Office, wittingly and willingly connive at or allow any Perſon or Perſons within 


their reſpective Diviſions (not licenced by the Court of General Seſſions of 


the Peace) their ſelling any Wines, Rum or other Liquors by this Act forbid- 


den, ſuch Farmer or Deputy for every ſuch Offence {hall forfeit the Sum of 


fifty Pounds and Coſts of Proſecution ; one Half ot the Penalty aforeſaid, to 
be to his Majeſty for the Uſe of the Province, the other Half to him or them 
that ſhall inform and ſue for the ſame, and ſhall thenceforward be for ever 
diſabled from ſerving in ſaid Office. 5 

And to the End that the Revenue ariſing from the Exciſe upon ſpirituous Liqucs 

may be encreaſed and raiſed with more Equality for the Benefit of the Publick : 
W Be it enatted, That from and after the twenty -ſixth Day of December 
paid by pri- Inſtant, to the twenty - ſixth Day of December next, every Perſon conſuming, 
3 uſing or any Way expending in his or her Houſe, Family, Apartment, or Bu— 
for what Li- ſineſs, any Rum, or other diſtilled Spirits, or Wine, except they purchaſed the 
ſame of a Taverner, Innholder, or Retailer in this Province, and in a Quantity 

leſs than thirty Gallons, ſhall pay the Duties following, viz. 
For every Gallon of Rum, or diſtilled Spirits, four Pence; and for every 
Gallon of Wine, fix Pence; the ſame Exciſe or Duty to be paid to the Far- 
mers of ſaid Exciſe in each reſpedive County, or their reſpective Deputies, 
ten per Cent. being firſt allowed for Leakage. 

duch Perſons And be it further enacted, That every Perſon conſuming, or any Ways 
ro give inWri- Ex pending in his or her Houſe, Family, Apartment, or Buſineſs, any Rum or 
ting under other diſtilled Spirits,or Wine,as aforeſaid, except they purchaſed the ſame of 
oo re a Taverner, Innholder, or Retailer in this Province, as aforeſaid, ſhall at the 
3 End of twelve Moaths, from and after ſaid twenty- ſixth Day of December In- 
ſeme, &c. ſtant; exhibit, and give in Writing under their Hands, a full Account of all 


ſuch 


expend. 
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ſuch Rum, or other diſtilled Spirits, or Wine, by them ſo uſed, conſumed or 
expended, to the Town or Diſtrict Clerk, where ſuch Perſon or Perſons dwell, 
or in Caſe of the Death or Removal of the Town or Diſtrict Clerk, to the 
Sele&-Men of ſaid Town or Diſtrict, who are hereby impowered and directed 
to receive the ſeveral Accounts aforeſaid; and deliver the ſame upon Demand 
made to the Farmer or his Deputy as aforeſaid, on Pain of ſaid Clerk or Se- 
lect-Men's forfeiting and paying to and for the Uſe of ſaid Farmer for each 
Neglect or Refuſal the Sum of fen Pounds, to be recovered by ſaid Farmer, 
as by this Act is before provided for the like Penalty, or to the Farmer of the 
Exciſe, or to his Deputy; and if ſaid Account is lodged with the ſaid Clerk, 
upon Demand made by the Farmer or his Deputy to the Clerk, he ſhall deli- 
ver the ſame to him or them, firſt taking an Account of the Amount of ſuch 
Perſon's Account ſo lodged and delivered ; and no Perſon ſhall be allowed to 
amend his Account after it hath been fo tranſmitted, unleſs he upon Oath 
will declare that the Omiſſion was made thro' Ignorance or Forgetfulneſs, and 
if the Farmer of the Exciſe ſhall ſuſpect any Perſon of having given in a 
falſe Account, ſuch Farmer ſhall at his own Coſt notify the Perſon ſuſpected 
to appear before the next Juſtice of the Peace in the County to be Sworn 
thereto, and in Caſe of his refuſing to appear before the ſaid Juſtice, or to 
make Oath before the Farmer or his Deputy, who are hereby impowered to 
adminiſter the ſame, ſaid Farmer may apply by himſelt or his Deputy to a 
Juftice of the Peace in the ſame County, living neareſt to the Perſon ſo ſuſ- 
pected, who is hereby impowered and directed to ſummon ſuch ſuſpected Per- 


ſon to appear before him, ſaid Summons to be ſerved ſeven Days at leaſt before 


he be obliged to Anſwer ; and ſhall adminiſter to him, if required by the 
Farmer, an Oath in the Words following, Ziz. 
OU A. B do Swear, That the Account by you exhibited, is a full Account 
of all Rum, or other diſtilled Spirits or Wines, by you conſumed, uſed, or any 
Ways expended, directly or indirecic, in your Houſe, Family, Apartment or Bufineſs, 
except ſuch Liquors be exported and conſumed out of this Province, Fiſhing Voyages 
excepted, within twelve Months from the ſaid twenty-fixth Day of December (ac- 
cording to the beſt of your Knowledge) ex epi what you have purchaſed of a Ta- 
verner, Innholder, cr Retailer within this Province, in a Quantity leſs than 
thirty Gellons. So help you GOD. 
The Coſts of ſaid Summons, Service and adminiſtring theOath ; to be paid 
by thePerſon ſummoned as aforeſaid, and every Perſon refuſing or neglecting 
to lodge ſuch Account with the Town or Diſtrict Clerk, the Farmer or hisDepu- 
ty, or to appear and makeOath to the ſame as aforeſaid if required, or that ſhall 
give a falſe Account, or that ſhall not pay to the Farmer or his Deputy the 
Duties aforeſaid on ſuch Rum or other diſtilled Spirits, or Wines, as by this 
Act he is obliged to pay, within twenty Days after the Expiration of ſaid 
Term, ſhall forfeit and pay to and for the Uſe of theFarmer of ſaid Exciſe, 
the Sum of ten Pounds and Colts of Proſecution ; and if any Perſon or Per- 
ſons from and after the twenty-ſixth of December next, ſhall not have exhibited 
an Account or compounded with theFarmer or hisDeputy, or ſhall not have 
paid his Exciſe atoreſaid; it ſhall and may be lawful for ſuch Farmer of Ex- 
ciſe or his Deputy, to demand of ſuch Perſon or Perſons an Account upon 
Oath, what ſpirituous Liquors he or they have conſumed, uſed or any Ways 
expended in their Houſe, Family, Apartment, or Buſineſs, within twelve 
Months from the twenty-ſixth of this Inſtant December as aforeſaid : And if 
ſaid ſuſpected Perſon orPerſons ſhall refuſe to give to the Farmer or his Deputy 
an Accouat as aforeſaid, within twenty four Hours aſter Demand, made as 


1 atoreſaid, or will not declare upon Oath that he hath not directly or indirectly 


conſumed, uſed or any Ways expended any ſpirituous Liquors as aforeſaid, 
ſaving 


Form of the 
Oath. 


Forfeiture in 


Caſe of neg- 


lect. 
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ſaving what he purchaſed of an Innholder or Retailer in this Province, in a 
Quantity leſs than thirty Gallons, he ſhall forfeit and pay to and for the Uſe 


of ſaid Farmer or his Deputy, for ſuch Neglect orRefuſal,theSum of ten Pounds. 


Innholders or And be it further enacted, That everylnnholder oi Retailer, conſuming, 


Retailers to 


pay the Far- 
mers, f 


— 


Farmers may 
compound 
with any 
Perſon. 


Proviſion in 
Caſe of Death 
&c. 


Proviſo. 


Perſons ex- 
empted. 


Preamble. 


Rates or 

Duties on ſe- 
ve al Articles 
hereafter ex- 


preſled. 


uſing, ſelling, or any Way expending in or out ot his Houſe, Family, Apart- 
ment or Buſineſs, any Rum, or other diſtilled Spirits, or Wine, ſhall pay there- 
for to theFarmer of theDuties aforeſaid, or hisDeputy, unleſs he ſhall export 
the ſame out of the Province; in all which Caſes, he may and ſhall enjoy the 
ſame Priviledges free from any Duty or Penalty, as he might have done had 
he not been a licenced Perſon as aforeſaid. _ 15 5 

And be it further enacted, That it ſhall and may be lawful for the ſaid 
Farmers, and every of them reſpectively, to compound and agree with any and 
every particular Perſon within their reſpective Diſtricts from Time to Time 
tor his or her Exciſe, during the continuance of this Act, in one entire Sum, 
as they in theirDiſcretion ſhall think fit to agree for, without ſaid Perſons mak- 
ing any Entry, or rendering any Account thereof, as is before directed with 
Reſpect to Innholders and Retailers; any Thing in this Act to the contrary 
notwithſtanding. _ | 

And be it further enacted, That in Caſe of the Death of the Farmer of 
Exciſe in any County, the Executors or Adminiſtrators of ſuchFarmer, ſhall 
upon their accepting ſuch Truſt of Executor or Adminiſtrator upon them, 
have and enjoy all the Powers and be ſubject to all the Duties the Farmer 
had, or might enjoy or was ſubject to by Force of this Act. 

Provided always, and it is the true Intent and Meaning of this Act, that if 
any Taverner or Retailer ſhall ſell to any other Taverner or Retailer any 
Quantity of diſtilled Liquors, or Wine,ſuch Taverner or Retailer, ſelling as 
aforeſaid, ſhall not be held to pay ſuch Duty, but the Taverner or Retailer 
who is the Purchaſer, ſhall pay the ſame ; and theSeller as aforeſaid ſhall and 
is hereby required to deliver to the Farmer of this Duty, a true Account of 
ſuch Liquors ſold as aforeſaid. 

Provided alſo, That none of the Clauſes in this Act, reſpecting Perſons be- 
ing obliged to render an Account of the ſpirituous Liquors aforeſaid, ſhall 
extend or be deemed or conſtrued to extend to hi-Excellency theGovernour, 
Lieutenant-Governour, Preſident, Fellows, Proteffors, Tutors, and Students 
of Harvard-College, ſettled Miniſters and Grammar School-Maſters, within 


this Province. | 
[ This Ad was Publiſhed December 21. 1754. |] 


* 


CHAP. VII. 
An Act for granting to his Majeſty ſeveral Duties upon 


Vellum, Parchment and Paper, for two Vears, towards 
defreying the Charges of this Government. 


FE His Majeſty's moſt loyal and dutiſul Subjects, the Repreſentatives in 
General Court aſſembled, from a Senſe of the many Occaſions which en- 


gage this Province in great Expences, for the Defence of the Frontiers, 
and for the neceſſary Support of the Government, pray that it may be 
enatted : 

And be it accordingly enacted by the Governour, Council and 
Pouſe of Repreſentatives, Thar from and after the thirtiethDay of April 
next, there ſhall be throughout this his Majeſty's Province, raiſed, collected and 
paid unto his Majeſty, his Heirs and Succeſſors, during the Term of two Tears, 


and no longer, for che ſeveral and reſpective Things hereafter mentioned, which 
Kip Es £5 ſhall 
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| any News- Paper ſhall be printed, one Half-penny. 
Piece of Paper, upon which any Bill of Sale for any Ship or Veſſel or any 


Piece of Paper, upon which any Bill of Sale for Servants of any Sort ſhall be 
written, Three-pence. 


this Goverament are choſea and appointed, one or more ſuitable Perſon or ſen as other 
| Perſons to be a Commiſſioner or Commiſſioners of the Stamps for this Pro- civil Othcers, 
& Vince, who ſhall keep an Office in the Town of Boſton, and ſhall receive ſuch 
” Allowance for their Service as ſhall be granted by the General Court, and 
hall by the Space of Forty Days before the ſaid thirtieth Day of April next, Boſton. 
provide Four different Marks or Stamps (that is to ſay) one Stamp or Mark, 


ing, collecting and paying the ſeveral and reſpective Duties hereby granted, or Commiſſio- 
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ſhall be printed engroſſed or written, during the Term aforeſaid, the ſeveral 
and reſpective Rates, Impoſitions, Duties, Charges and Sums of Money herein 
after expreſſed, in Manner and Form following, that is to ſay, 

For every Skin or Piece of Vellum or Parchment, Sheet or Piece of Paper 
upon which any Capias, Original Summons, or any Writ of Review, or any 
Writ of Scire Facias, or any Writ of Execution, that ſhall iſſue out from the 
Clerks Office, or paſs the Seal of the Superiour Court of Judicature, Court of 
Aſſize &c. or of any of the Inferiour Courts of Common Pleas, within this 
Province, ſhall. be engroſſed or written, the Sum of Three-pence. | 

For every Skin or Piece of Vellum, Parchment, or Sheet or Piece of Paper, 
on which any Capias, Originai Summons, or Execution from any Juſtice of 
the Peace, ſhall be engroſſed or written, Two- pence. 

For every Skin or Piece of Vellum, Parchment, or Sheet or Piece of Paper, 


upon which any Charter- party, Policy of Aſſurance or Proteſt ſhall be en- 
groſſed: or written, the Sum of Four-pence. | 


For every Skin or Piece of Vellum or Parchment, Sheet or Piece of Paper, 
on which any Bill of Lading, or Receipt for Money, or any Kind of Wares 
or Merchandize, that ſhall be laden on board any Ship or Veſſel ſhall be en- 
groſſed or written, Four-pence. 8 
For every Piece of Vellum or Parchment, Sheet or Piece of Paper, on 
which any Certificate under the Province Seal, or the Seal of any Notary- 
Publick, ſhall be engroſſed or written, Four pence. | y 
For every Piece ot Vellum or Parchment, Sheet or Piece of Paper, on which f 
any Regiſter of a Ship or other Veſſel ſhall be engroſſed or written, Four-pence. iq 
For every Piece of Vellum or Parchment, Sheet or Piece of Paper, on 1 
which any Warrant, Monition or Decree of the Court of Vice-Admiralty 1 
ſhall be engroſſed or written, Four pence. | | 1 
For every Piece of Velium or Parchment, Sheet or Piece of Paper, on 


* - * * 
—_— — 


h_ 


b 
which any Deed'or Mortgage of any Real Eſtate, the Conſideration whereof 4 
ſhall be zwwenty Pounds or more, ſhall be engroſſed or written, Four-pence. 1 


For every Piece of Vellum or Parchment, Sheet or Piece of Paper, on 
which any Deed or Mortgage of any Real Eſtate, the Conſideration whereof 
ſnall be leſs than twenty Pounds, or any Bond or Obligation, (thoſe taken in 
the Probate Office excepted) or other ſealed Inſtrument, ſhall be engroſſed 
or written, Two pence. 

For every Piece of Vellum, Parchment, Sheet or Piece of Paper, on which 


For every Skin or Piece of Vellum or Parchment, and for every Sheet or 


part of one ſhall be written, the Sum of Four-pence. {44 
For every Skin or Piece of Vellum or Parchment, and for every Sheet or 


And be it further enacted, That for the better and more effectual levy- 


Commiſſioner 


there ſhall be choſen and appointed in like Manner as other Civil Officers in ners to be cho- 


Stamp Office 
to be kept in 


with which all Vellum, Parchment or Paper herein before charged with the 
Payment of Four-pence ſhall be marked or ſtamped; and one other Stamp 


LEP) or 
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Commiſſioner or Mark with which all Vellum, Parchment and Paper herein before charged 
or Commiſſio- ith the Payment of Three-pence, ſhall be marked or ſtamped ; and one other 
rd „ Stamp or Mark, with which all Vellum, Parchment and Paper herein before 
&c. charged with the, Payment of Two-pence, ſhall be marked or ſtamped 3. and 
one otherStamp or Mark, with which all Vellum, Parchment and Paper herein 

before charged with the Payment of one Half penny, ſhall be marked or ſtamp- 

ed; which ſaid ſeveral Marks andStamps ſhall be publiſhed by Proclamation, to 

be iſſued by the Governor with the Advice of the Council, a convenient Time 

before the ſaid thirtieth Day of April next, to the End that all Perſons: may 

have due Notice thereof: And the ſaid Commiſſioner or Commiſſioners in 


providing the ſaid Marks or Stamps, ſhall-take Care they be ſo contrived 


that the Impreſſion thereof may be durable, and ſo as the ſame may be leaſt 


liable to be forged or countexfeited. 


% . 


csi And be it further enacted; That the ſaid Commiſſioner or Commiſſion- 
or Commiſſio- ers ſhall from Time to Time provide, and be ſufficiently furniſned with 
ners to be pro- Vellum, Parchment and Paper ſtamped or marked as aforeſaid, fo as his Ma- 
vided with jeſty's Subjects may have it in their Election to buy the ſame, without any 
rag eg Advance made thereon, except theDuty aforeſaid, or to bring Vellum, Parch- 
ment,& Paper, Ment or Paper to be marked or ſtamped for the Ule of themſelves or 
others; and all Vellum, Parchment or Paper ſo brought, ſhall be marked 
or ſtamped without any Delay, on Payment of the Rates or Sums charged 
by this Act. | 
And be it further enacted, That the ſaid Commiſſioner or Commiſſion- 
ers, before he or they ſhall be deemed qualified for his or their Office or Of- 
fices, ſhall rake the following Oath, viz. 
Commilkoner OU A. B. do Swear that you will faithfully execute the Truſt repoſed in you 
or Commiſſio- purſuant to an AF of this Province, intitled, An Act for granting to 
ner Oath, „ his Majeſty certainDuties onVellum, Parchment and Paper, for two ears, 


* towards defreying the Charges of this Government,” without Fraud or 


Concealment, and that you will from Time to Time true Account make of your 


Doings therein, according to the Directions in ſaid Act. So help you GOD 


Commiſſioner And the ſaid Commiſſioner or Commiſſioners ſhall alſo give Bond with 
or Commiſſio- ſufficient Sureties unto the Province Treaſurer in the Sum of Ten Thouſand 
ners to give Pounds for his or their faithful Diſcharge of his or their Truſt, and that he or 
Bond. they will pay into the Province Treaſury on the firſt Monday of every Month 
the Sums of Money he or they have receiv'd by Virtue of this Act, which 
Bonds ſhall not be liable to be chancered ; and further, in Cafe ſuch Officer 
or Officers be convicted of Unfaithfulneſs in his or their Office, he or they 
ſhall forever after be debarr'd of holding any Poſt of Honour or Profit ia 
this Government, gs 
ro render an And be it further enacted, That the ſaid Commiſſioner or Commiſſion- 
Account. ers ſhall once in every Year, and oftner when required, render an Account 
of his or theirDoings to theGeneral Aſſembly, and ſhall pay theSum orSums 
from him or them due into the Province Treaſury. 


Penalty for And be it further enacted, That if any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, 
comperiaging: Il at any Time or Times hereafter counterfeir or forge any Stamp or Mark 
the Stamps. 


to reſemble any Stamp or Mark which ſhall be provided or made in purſuance 
of this Act, or ſhall with a fraudulent Deſign, counterfeit or reſemble the 
Impreſſion of the ſame, upon anyVellum, Parchment or Paper, or ſhall utter, 
vend or fell any Vellum, Parchment or Paper with Mark or Impreſſion there- 
on, knowing the ſame to beCounterfeit, then every ſuch Perſon ſo offending, 
and being thereof convicted in due Form of Law at the Superiour Court of 
Judicature, Court of Aſſize and General Goal Delivery, ſhall be fined at the 
Je 266% Rar eg * 155 Diſcretion 


Diſcretion. of the ſaid Court: Alſo to be ſet upon the Gallows with a Rope 
about his Neck, for the Space of an Hour, and ſhall then be publickly 
whipped not exceeding twenty Stripes, and ſhall then be committed to the 
Houle of Correction (but not to receive the uſual Puniſhment at his or her 
firſt Entrance) and be kept to hard Labour for the Space of three Years. 


be engroſſed or written on any Vellum, Parchment or Paper, print or ſell any of cee 
of the Inſtruments, News-Papers or Writings, charged by this A &, wich 2 recited Inſtru- 


or marked, according to the Direction of this Act; every Perſon ſo offend- ſtamped. 
ing and being thereof convicted, in due Form of Law, ſhall forfeit and pay 
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And be it further enacted, That it any Perſon or Perſons, ſhall at any Penalty for 
ime or Times, during the two Years aforeſaid, engroſs or write, or cauſe to vending ang 


bef 
fraudulent Intent, before ſuch Vellum, Parchment or Paper be duly ſta mped rag rms 


for each Offence, the Sum of Five Pounds. 


And be it further enated, That the ſeveral Courts, Officers and Juſtices Officers Power | 
betorementioned, have Power to Tax in Bills of Coſts, and the Officers that to receive the 
leyy Executions to take the reſpective Stamp Duties herein before charged, as oo agg 4. | 
there ſhall beOccaſion from Time to Time, theFees already by Law eſtabliſhed * | 
notwithſtanding, without being ſubjected to any Penalty for taking faid 
Stamp Duties. | ; 

And be it further enacted, That the ſeveral Fines mentioned in this iges how to f 
Act, ſhall be applied one half to his Majeſty, to be paid into the publick be diſpoſed. 
Treaſury, for the Uſe of this Government; the other half to him or them that 
ſhall inform and ſue for the ſame ; or otherwiſe by Preſentment of the 
Grand Jury, in which Caſe. the whole of ſuch Fines ſhall be paid into the 
Treaſury aforeſaid, for the Uſe of the Goverameat. | 

And bè it further enaded, That none of the ſeveral foregoing Writings The forego- 
or Inſtruments required by this Act to be Stamped or Marked, and which ing Inſtru- 
ſhalt not be Stamped or Marked, ſhall be admitted to be good, uſetul or 9 in 

- : hh a good in Law, 

available in Law or Equity; nor ſhall be pleaded, or given in Evidence in unleſs ſtamp- ' 
any of his Majeſty's Courts within this Province. ed. 1 

And whereas ſome of the foregoing Inſtruments charged by this A may be. 
ſometimes printed in Whole or Part : | Inſtruments 


Be it therefoze enatted, That any of ſaid Inſtruments that may be 88 
printed wholly or in part, ſnall be deemed to be included, comprehended and included in 


charged by this Act, to all Intents and Purpoſes, as it the ſame had been en- this AR. 
groſſed or in Writing. | | : 

And be it further enated, That this Act ſhall be publickly read in the e ee, 
ſeveral Towns and Diſtricts in this Province, at their Anniverſary Town or Meads. 
Diſtrict Meetings ia March next, by their reſpective Clerks. 


— 


11 


CHAP. M. 

An Act in Addition to an Act Intitled An Act for granting 
unto his Majeſty an Exciſe upon ſundry Articles here- 
after enumerated, for and towards the Support of his 
Majeſty's Government of this Province. 


t HEREAS in and by an Ad Intitled An Act for granting unto his 
Majeſty an Exciſe upon ſundry Articles hereafter enumerated, for 
and towards the Support of his Majeſty's Governmeat of thisPro- 

vince, made and paſs'd in the twenty-ſeventh Year of his preſent Majeſty's 
Reign; it is provided in the Words following, viz. © Provided nevertheleſs, , in for- 
«* it ſhall and may be lawful to ſell or diſpoſe of any Tea or China Ware to mer aq re- 
5 any Perſon whatſoever, in Caſe ſuch Tea or China Ware be in a Chet or cited. 
Package 


Preamble. 
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« Package as imported, and not leſs in Value than #wenty Pounds lawful 
« Money, and alſo to fell and diſpoſe of any Coffee to any Perſon whatſo- 
« ever, in a Quantity not leſs than One Hundred Weight.“ Aud whereas 
alſo by ſaid Af, it is ſurther provided in the Words following, viz. That if 
e any Perſon licenced to ſell any of the aforeſaid Commodities, ſhall pur- 
* chaſe them of any other Perſon licenced to fell the ſame, ſuch Purchaſer 
„ ſhall not be held to pay an Exciſe on any Quantity ſo purchaſed.” 
And in as much as divers Perſons licenced to ſell the ſaid Commodities, have 
fold ſaid Commodities to other Perſons licenced to ſell the ſame, in and by ſuch large 


—. 


was exempted from paying any Duties or Exciſe for ſaid Commodities, and the 
Purchaſers of ſaid Commodities purchaſing the ſame by ſuch large Quantities, 
were exempted from paying any Exciſe for all ſaid Commodities ſold by them pur- 
chaſed as aboveſaid, by Vertue of the aboveſaid Proviſo laſt recited ; It bas ſo 
| happened that the Deſign of the Government to raiſe a Revenue by ſaid Ad, has 
. hitherto been in a great Meaſure fruſtrated, and alſo for the future may conlinue 
to be fruſtrated,unleſs Proviſion be made by this Court to prevent the ſame : 
Bee it therefo2e enacted by the Governour, Council andHouſe of 
„ Repreſentatives, That from and after the tenth Day of January next, and 
2 7 during the Continuance of the Act before- mentioned, every Perſon already 
be licenced licenced to ſell all or any of the aforeſaid Commodities, or that may hereafter 
to render an during the Continuance of ſaid Act be licenced to ſell the ſame, ſhall be held 
Account to and obliged to render to the Farmer of the before mentioned Exciſe or his 
ne on Deputy, a juſt and true Account on Oath, of all Tea, Coffee andChina Ware 
by him or her ſold or conſumed after the tenthDay of January next, and alſo 
to pay to ſaid Farmer or his Deputy, the Duties by ſaid Act ſet on ſaid Com- 
modities ſo ſold or conſumed, be the Weight or Value of what is fold more 
or leſs; any Thing in the firſt recited Proviſo of the before-mentioned Act 
notwithſtanding : And every Perſon licenced as aforeſaid, who ſhall preſume 
to ſell any of the before-mentioned Commodities, and ſhall refuſe or negle& 
to Account with the Farmer, and pay the Duties required by this Act, ſhall 
be ſubje& for each Offence to the Penalty, as if he or ſhe ſhould ſell without 
Licence, and ſhall be rendered incapable of renewing his or her Licence to 
ſell the ſame for the future: ThePenalty to be recovered, ſhall be one Half to 
the Informer, and the other Half to the Farmer ; and the Manner of Con- 
viction ſhall be the ſame as of Perſons ſelling ſtrongLiquors withoutLicence, 
Provic Provided nevertheleſs, That if any licencedPerſon ſhall have purchaſed any 
8821 of the Commodities ſo ſold by him or her of any other licenced Perſon, who 
ſhall have paid or ſecured to pay the Exciſe thereon ; ſuch licenced Perſon 
ſo purchaſing ſhall be exempted from paying any further Exciſe thereon. 
Provided he produce a Certificate that the Exciſe thereot is paid or ſecured 
to be paid as aforeſaid. 
We as: And be it further enacted, That from and after the tenthDay of January 
plying for Li- next, and during the Continuance of ſaid Act, every Perſon who ſhall apply 
cences to give to the Court of General Seſſions of the Peace in any County for Licence to 
Bond. ſel] all or any of the ſaidCommadities, ſhall before ſuchLicence be granted to 
him or her, be obliged to give Bond with ſufficient Sureties for their well and 
truly paying the Duties by ſaid Act ſet on ſaid Commodities, which by this 
Act all licenced Perſons are obliged to pay. 


_ * — * * — 
_ md 
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fr this Government, and for the Payment of which the Sum raiſed 
is intended, may be willing to lend the Sum due to them on Intereſt, and take the 
' Treaſurer's Notes for the Moneys ſo lent : | 


thereof, until ſuch Appropriation ſhall be exhauſted. 
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at a TOA S I... : 

An Act for ſupplying the Treaſury with the Sum of Twenty 
three Tbouſand Pounds for diſcharging the publick Debts, 
and for drawing the ſame into the Treaſury. | 


HEREAS the Proviſion made by this Court at their laſt Seſſion (by Ap- | 
W profriating Part of theTax already gone forth) to diſcharge the Debts of n 


the Government, will not only be inſufficient for that Purpoſe; but the 
Moneys propoſed to be rais'd by the Tax aforeſaid, will not be in theTrea- 
ury until the thirty-firſt of March next; And whereas there are and will be 


ſeveral Demands upon the Treaſury which do and will require ſpeedy Payment: 


Therefore, 


Be it enacted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of Repre- er zn 
ſentatives, That the Treaſurer of the Province be and he hereby is 00. ow 
impowered and directed to borrow from ſuch Perſon or Perſons as ſhall be borrow 
willing to lend the ſame, a Sum not exceeding Twenty three Thouſand Pounds L. 23000. 


f in mill'd Dollars at ix Sbillings each, or in other Silver at fixShillings and eight 


Pence per Ounce; and the Sum ſo borrowed ſhall be applied in Manner as 
jn this Act is after directed: And for every Sum fo borrowed the Treaſurer 
ſhall give a Receipt and Obligation in the Form follow ing: 


Province of the Maſſachuſetts-Bey. Day of | 1755, Form of 
Received of the Sum of for the Uſe and * N 6 
Service of the Province of the Maſſachuſetts- Bay, and in Behalf of ſaid Pro- r 
vince 7 do hereby promiſe and oblige my ſelf and Succeſſors in theOffice of Trea- 
ſurer, to repay to the ſaid or Order, the firſt Day of January 
1757, the aforeſaid Sum of with Intereſt annually at the Rate of ſix 
per Cent. per Annum. Witneſs my Hand, 

| | ; a A. B. Treaſurer. 
And no Receipt (hall be given for a Sum leſs than fx Pounds : And the eaſurer . 
Treaſurer is hereby directed to uſe his Diſcretion in borrowing ſaid Sum at ;eaed in bor- 
ſuch Times as that he may be enabled to comply with theDraughts,that may rowing Mo- 
be made on the Treaſury in Purſuance of this Act. | ney. 

And whereas it may ſo happen that ſome of the Perſons who have done Service 
by this Aft 


Be it further enacted, That when and ſo often as any Perſon orPerſons Treaſurer to 


| who thall have a Warrant on the Treaſury payable out of any of the Appro- Ve Notes on 
| priations mentioned in this Act, and ſhall bring ſuch Warrant to the Treaſu- 
reer, expreſſing his Willingneſs to lend the Sum mentioned in ſaid Warrant to 
the Governmeat,the Treaſurer in ſuch Caſe ſhall give out his Notes therefor 
in like Manner as if the ſame Sum had been brought to him in Dollars, or 


Warrants, &c. 


other Silver, and ſhall charge the reſpective Appropriations with the Payment 


Former Wat- 
rants on ex- 


And be it further enacted, That any Warrants which may have been 


. given by the Governour and Council, and were payable out of any exhauſted hauſted Ap- 
Appropriations in any former Acts for ſupplying the Treaſury, ſhall be paid propriations 
reſpectively out of the Appropriations for the like Purpoſe in this Act. 


to be paid. 


And be it further enacted, That the aforeſaidSum of twenty ibreeT hou- J. $000 to be 
ſand Pounds when received into the Treaſury, ſhall be iſſued out ia Manner jfſued for Forts 


: and for the Purpoſes following, That is to ſay, Eight Thouſand Pounds, Part of andGarriſons. 


the Sum of Twenty three Thouſand Pounds, ſhall be applied for the Service of 


the ſeveral Forts and Garriſons within this Province,purſuant to ſuch Grants 


N and 
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and Orders as are or ſhall be made by this Court for thoſe Purpoſes; and the 
L. 5700 for further Sum of Five Thouſand ſeven Hundred Pounds, Part of the atoreſaidSum 


| . of Twenty threeT bouſand Pounds, ſnall be applied for the purchaſingProviſions, 


Dibuſemede and the Commiſſary's neceſſary Diſburſements for the Service of the ſeveral 
&c. Forts andGarriſons within this Province, as alſo for theCommiſſary'sDiſburſe- 

| ments in the late Expedition, purſuant to ſuch Grants as are or ſhall be made 

| by this Court for thoſe Purpoſes ; and the further Sum of fixThouſand Pounds 

| J. 6000 for Part of the aforeſaid Sum of Twenty three Thouſand Pounds, ſhall. be applied 
| Grants, &c. for the Payment of ſuch Premiums andGrants that now are or may hereafter 
| be made by this Court ; and the further Sum of One Thouſand Pounds, Part 

| +: os the of the aforeſaid Sum of Twenty three Thouſand Pounds, ſhall be applied for the 

| Debs where Diſcharge of other Debts owing from this Province to Perſons that have 

| there is no ſerved or ſhall ſerve them by Order of this Court, in ſuch Matters and Things 

| 

| 
| 
| 


Eſtabliſhment» where there is no Eſtabliſhment, nor any certain Sum aſſigned for that Pur- | 
Ke. poſe; and for Paper, Writing and Printing for this Court; and the Sum of | 
E two Thouſand two Hundred Pounds, Part of the aforeſaid Sum of Twenty three PF 


Councellors Thouſand Pounds, ſhall be applied for the Payment of his Majeſty's Council 
and Repreſen- and Houſe of Repreſentatives ſerving in the Great and General Court during 
tatives Atten- the ſeveral Seſſions for the preſent Year. 
canes. And whereas there are ſometimes contingent and unforeſeenCharges that demand 
prompt Payment : | 
{node Be it enacted, Thar the Sum of One Hundred Pounds, being the remain- 
contingent ing Part of the aforeſaid Sum of Twenty three Thouſand Pounds, be applied to 
Charges. pay ſuch. contingent Charges, and for no other Purpoſe whatſoever. | 
| And in order to draw the Money into the Treaſury again and enable the 
Treaſurer effectually to diſcharge the Receipts and Obligations (with the In- 
tereſt that may be due thereon) by him given in Purſuance of this Act: 
| Tax of C. 23, Be it enacted, That there be and hereby is granted unto his moſt excellent 
j 000 granted. Majeſty, a Tax of Twenty three Thouſand Pounds, to be levied on Polls and 
| Eſtates Real and Perſonal within this Province according to ſuch Rules and 
in ſuch Proportion on the ſeveral Towns and Diſtricts within the ſame, as 
* ſhall be agreed on and ordered by the General Court of this Province at their 
— Seſſion in May One Thouſand ſeven Hundred and fifty five, whichSum ſhall 
. be paid into the Treaſury on or before the thirty- firſt D iy of March next after. 
i * And as an additional Fund to enable tbe reaſurer to diſcharge the ſaid Notes : 
| Be it enacted, That the Duties of Impoſt for the Year One Thouſand 
| ſeven Hundred and fifty five, ſhall be applied for that Purpoſe, and no other 
| Wark o Pond Purpoſe whatſoever. 
Mom And as a further Fund to enable the Treaſurer to diſcharge ſaid Receipts and 
Obligations by him given in Purſuance of this Att : 
| Be it enacted, That the Duties of Exciſe or ſo much of that Duty (as 
| is not already mortgaged) ariſing by Virtue of an Act for granting unto his 
| | Majeſty an Exciſe uponSpirits diſtilled, and Wine, and upon Limes Lemmons 
| and Oranges for the Year One Thouſand ſeven Hundred and fifty five, ſhall 
be applied for the Payment and Diſcharge of the Principal and Intereſt that 
i ſhall be due on ſaid Notes, and to no other Purpoſes whatſoever. | 
ils rade And as a further Fund as. aforeſaid : - | 
if 1 "In Be it enacted, That the Duties ariſing by the Act for granting to his 
F Majeſty ſeveral Duties upon Vellum, Parchment and Paper (for one Year) 
i from the Commencement of ſaid Act, ſhall be applied for the Payment and 
. Diſcharge of the Principal and Intereſt that ſhall be due on ſaid Notes, and 
0 co no other Purpoſe whatever. BY 1 
| And be it further enacted, Thar in Caſe the General Court ſhall not 
at their Seſſion in May and betore the twentieth of June One Thouſand oo 
= Hunare 


1 9 

7 

5 3 

1 

4 

* 

4 

j 

% 

, 
1 

ö 
| 
a 3 
1 


| 
Wt | 


| 


11 
15 


— 
8 


Aue Regni Regis G E ORG II, II. Viceſimo Octavo. 


— 3 


ay 1554. 
HBarberry Buſhes. 153 


Hundred and fifty five, agree and conelude upon an Act apportioning the Rule for ap- 
Sum which by this Act is engaged to be in ſaid Year apportioned aſſeſſed and Pordoning the 
levied, that. then and in ſuch. Caſe, each Town and Diſtrict within this Pro- 2 
vince ſhall pay by a Tax to be levied on the Polls and Eſtates both Real and ſhall be a- 
Perſonal within theirDiſtficts, the ſame Proportion of the ſaidSum as the ſaid greed on. 
1owns and Diſtricts were taxed by the General Court in the Tax Act then 
laſt preceeding (ſaving what relates to the Pay of the Repreſentatives which 
ſhall be aſſeſſed on the ſeveral Towns they repreſent) and the ProvinceTrea- 
ſurer is hereby fully impowered and directed ſome Time in the Month of June 
OneThouſand ſeven Hundred and fifty five, to iſſue and ſend forth his Warrants 
directed to the Select- Men or Aſſeſſors of each Town and Diſtrict within this 
Province, requiring them to aſſeſs the Polls and Eſtates both Real and Perſonal 
within their ſeveral Towns and Diſtricts, for their reſpective Part and Pro- 
portion of the Sum before directed, and engaged to be aſſeſſed, and the Aſſeſſors 
as alſo Perſons aſſeſſed, ſhall obſerve, be governed by, and ſubject to all ſuch 
Rules and Directions as have been given in the laſt preceeding Tax Act. | 

And be it further enacted, That the Treaſur-r is hereby directed and or- The Treaſu- 
dered to pay the Sum of Twenty three Thouſand Pounds out of ſuch Appro- rer to conform 
. priations as ſhall be directed by Warrant and no other: And theSecretary, to COINS 
whom it belongs to keep the Muſter-Rolls and Accompts of Charge, ſhall FT. 
lay before the Houle of Repreſentatives when they direct, ſuch Muſter-Rolls 
and Accompts atter Payment thereof. | 5 

Provided always, That the Remainder of the Sum which ſhall be brought proviſo. 
into the Treaſury by the Duties of Impoſt, Exciſe and StampDuties, before- : 
mentioned, and the Tax ot Twenty three Thouſand Pounds ordered by this 
Act to be aſſeſſed and levied, over and above what ſhall be ſufficient to diſ- 
charge the Notes and Obligations aforeſaid, ſhall be and remain as a Stock 
in the Treaſury, and to be applied as the General Court of this Province ſhall 


hereafter order, and to no. other Purpoſe whatſoever ; any Thing in this 
Act to the contrary notwithſtanding. | 


7— * 
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$78 H A FT. X. * x 
An Act to prevent Damage to Engliſh Grain arifing fro 
Barberry Buſhes. | 


HEREAS it bas been found by Experience, that the- Blaſting of Wheat | 

and other EngliſhGrain is often occaſioned by Barberry Buſhes,to the great Preamble. 
TLoſ and Damage of the Inhabitants of this Province : | 
Be it therefo2e enacted by theGovernour, Council andldouſeofRe- Barberry 
preſentatives, That whoever, whether Community or private Perſon, hath — - wy. 
any Barberry Buſhes ſtanding or growing in his or their Land, within any of or e June 
the Towns in this Province, he or they ſhall cauſe the ſame to be extirpated 1760. 
or deſtroyed on or before the tenth Day of June, Anno Domini, One Thouſand 
ſeven Hundred and ſixty. : 

Be it further enacted, That if there ſhall be any Barberry Buſhes ſtand- Liberty ** 
ing or growing in any Land within this Province, alter the ſaid tenthDay of _ var * 
June, it ſhall be lawful by Virtue of this Act for any Perſon whomſoever to cut them 
enter the Lands wherein ſuch Barberry Buſhes are, firſt giving threeMonths down provid- 
Notice of his Intention fo to do, to the Owner or Occupant thereof, and to ed, &c. 
cut them down, or pull them up by theRoots,and then to preſent a fair Ac- 
count of his Labour aud Charge therein to the Owner or Occupant of the 


ſaid Land; And if ſuch Owner. or Occupant ſhall negle& or retuſe by the 2 
Space of two Months next after the preſenting ſaid Account, to make to ſuch ners or Occu- 
Perſon reaſonable Payment as aforeſaid, then the Perſon, who cut down or pants Neglect 


pulled Kc. 


ſuch Buſhes grew, who upon Proof of the cutting down or pulling up of ſuch 
Buſhes by the Perſon who brings the Action, or ſuch as were employed by 


Service, and award Execution accordingly. 


him, ſhall and is hereby reſpectively impowered to enter up Judgment for 4 
him to recover double the Value of the reaſonable Expence and Labour in ſuch |* 


Ackons may Be it further enacted, That if the Lands on which ſuch Buſhes grow, | 
be brought as are common and undivided Lands, that then an Action may be brought as 


inCaſes of the aforeſaid, againſt any one of the Proprietors in ſuch Manner as the Laws of A 


like Nature. this Province provide in ſuch Caſes where Proprietors may be ſued. 


Surveyors of 


impowered to deſtroy and extirpate all ſuch Barberry Buſhes as are or ſhall be in the High- 


extirpate Bar- ways in their reſpective Wards orDiſtricts: And if any ſuch ſhall remain after 
berry Buſhes the aforeſaid tenthDay of June, Anno Domini One Jhouſand ſeven Hundred and | 


ſtand ing in the 


High-ways. ſixty, that then the Town or Diſtrict in which ſuchBuſhes are,ſhall pay a Fine 
of two Shillings for every Buſh ſtanding or growing in ſuch High- way, to be | 
Penalty in recovered by Bill, Plaint, Information, or the Preſentment of a Grand- Jury, 


Caſe. and to be paid one Half to the Informer, and the other Half to theTreaſurer 
of the County in which ſuch Buſhes grew, for the Uſe of the County. 

— any Stone-Wall or other Fence, either fronting the High-way, or dividing 

w inStone between one Propriety and another, that then an Action may be brought as 

all orFence. aforeſaid againſt the Owner of ſaid Fence,or the Perſon occupying the Land 

to which ſuch Fence belongs: And if the Fence in which ſuch Buſhes grow, 

is a Diviſional Fence between the Lands of one Perſon or Community and 

another,and ſuch Fence hath not been divided, by which Means the particular 


Share of each Perſon or Community is not known, then an Action may be 


brought as aforeſaid againſt either of theOwners or Occupants of ſaid Land. 


Owner orPro- Be it further enacted, That where theOccupanrt of anyLand ſhall eradi- Þ * 


Poe llize 7 Cate and deſtroy any BarberryBuſhes growing therein, or in any of the Fences 
as —. belonging to the ſame, (which ſuch Occupant is hereby authorized to do, 
ſaid Buſhes. and every Action to be brought againſt him for ſo doing, ſhall be utterly 
barred) or ſhall be obliged purſuant to this Act to pay for pulling them up or 
cutting them down, that then theOwner or Proprietor of ſuch Land ſhall pay 
the ſaid Occupaat the tull Value of his Labour and Coſt in deſtroying them 
himſelf, or what he is obliged: to pay to others as aforeſaid ; and if the ſaid 
Owner or Owners ſhall refuſe ſo to do, then it ſha]l be lawful for ſaid Occu- 
pant or Occupants to with-hold ſo much of theRents or Income of ſaid Land 


as ſhall be ſufficient to pay or reimburſe hisCoſt andCharge ariling as aforeſaid. 


Limitation, This Act to continue and be in Force until the tenth Day of June One 
Thouſand ſeven Hundred and ſix:y four. 
F CHAP. XI. ws 


An Act for the ſecuring the Growth and Increaſe of a cer- 


tain Parcel of Wood and Timber in the Townſhips of 


Ipſwich and Wenbam in the County of Eſſex. 
Preamble, WW HEREAS there is a large Traft or Percel of Wood Land lying in the 
Townſhips of Ipſwich and Wenham, commonly known by the Name of 
Wenham-Great-Swamp, bounded Eaſterly by a Brook and a Pond known by tht 
Name of Pleafant- Pond-Brook ; Southerly on Land belonging to adjacent Pro- 
| Pr ietors, 


Be it further enacted, That if any Barberry Buſhes ſtand or grow in 6 


Be it further enacted, That the Surveyors of the Highways, whether 
High-ways Publick or private, be and hereby are impowered and required ex Officio to- 
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may enjoy by the Laws of this Province already in Force. 
poſed Proprietors obſerving the ſame Rules and Merhods in ordering and 


managing their whole Affairs in all Reſpects as the Laws have provided in 
Caſes of Common or General Fields. 
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prietors, Weſterly on a Meadow and ſomeSwamp,known by the Name of Wenham- 


Great-Meadow+ ; Northerly on ike Meadow known by the Name of Saltonſtall- 
Meadows, to he Brook firſt mentioned : 


Aud whereas it would be of great Advantage to ſaid Towns, as well as to the 
particular Owners of ſaid Weed and Timber, that the Growth thereof ſhould be 


preſerved from Feeding and Browzing of Caitle and Sheep, which are frequently 


turned and kept there in conſiderable Numbers; and the Laws already in Force 


for embodying Proprietors of common Fields not reaching this Caſe, there needs 


a further Proviſion : 


Be it therefoze enated by the Sovernour, Touncil and Houſe of Proprietors of 


Repreſentatives, That rom and atter the fifteenthDay ot Januarylnſtant, ſaid Wood- 


it ſhall and may be lawful for any five of the Proprietors of fad WoodLand Land on Ap- 
plication to 4 


to apply to a Juilice of the Peace within the ſame County, ſetting forth in 
Wriring under their Hands, the intendedBounds by which they would circum- 


ſcribe their propoſed Propriety,together with their Intentions of Incorporation rant for a 


Juſtice may 


have a War- 


for the Purpoſe aforeſaid, with the Time andPlace of their intended Metting, on Meeting, &c. 


which Application the Juſtice ſhall make out his Warrant to one of the prin- 
cipal Proprietors ſo applying, to notity the ſaid Owners and Proprietors to 
aſſemble and meet, by poſting up a Notification for thatEnd, in one publick 
Place in ſaid Wenbam, and allo in the third Pariſh in ſaid Town of Ipſwich, 
twenty Days at leaſt before the Time of ſaid Meeting, at which Time and 
Place it ſhall be lawful for the ſaid Proprietors to meet, and chuſe a Mode- 
rator andClerk ; and if two thirds of the whole Proprietors (to be reckoned 
by their Intereſt) ſhall ſee meet, they may by Vote incorporate themſelves 
into one Body, in which the whole Proprietors owning Lands within the 
Limits aforeſaid ſhall be included, and may at faid Meeting agree upon ſome 
proper Methods for calling Proprietors Mectings for the future; and the ſaid 
Proprietors ſo incorporated, ſhall have and enjoy all the Powers and Privi- 
leges for the ordering and managing the Affairs of ſaid Wood Land for the 
Preſervation andIntereſt thereof, as fully and amply to all Intents andPurpoſes 
as any Proprietors of common and general Fields already embodyed do or 


The ſaid pro- 


This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space of ten Years from the 


Publication thereof, and no longer. 


[he five foregoing Acts were Publiſhed January 13. 1755. ] 
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Addition to the laſt Supply Att. 


Preamble. 


New Form of 
Treaſurer's 
Receipts for 
Money to be 
borrowed. 


Former Obli- 


Acts and Laws, 


Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
jeſty's Province of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay in New-England : Be- 
gun and Held at Boſton upon Wedneſday the twenty-ninth 
Day of May 17 5 4, and continued by Adjournment and 
Prorogation unto Wedneſday the fifth Day of February fol- 
lowing. 


nnn... 


— 


CHAP. XI 
An Act in Addition to an Act made and paſſed this preſent 


Year of his Majeſty's Reign, Intitled An Aci for ſupplying 
the Treaſury with the Sum of Twenty three Thouſand 
Pounds for diſcharging the publick Debts,and for draw- 
ing the ſame into the Treaſury. 


HEREAS in and by an Ad made and paſs'd this preſent Tear, Intitled 
ſ\ An Act for ſupplying the Treaſury with the Sum of Twenty three 


Thouſand Pounds tor diſcharging the pablick Debis,and for drawing 

the ſame into theTreaſury ; tbeTreaſurer of this Province is impower- 
ed to borrow the ſaid Sum of Twenty three Thouſand Pounds, and to give bis Re- 
ceipts and Obligations in Manner as is therein expreſſed; And notwithſtanding 
Proviſion is made by ſaid Af, That the Perſons who lend the ſame ſhould be re- 
paid in milld Dollars at ſix Shillings each, or in other Silver at ſix Shillings and 
eight Pence per Ounce, yet as it does not appear in the Face of ſaid Receipts or 
Obligations, it may be a Diſcouragement to many Perſons diſpoſed to lend: 

Be it therefoze enatted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of 
Repreſentatives, That all Receipts or Obligations which ſhall be given 
for ſuch Parts of the aforeſaid Sum of Twenty three Thouſand Pounds, which 
ſtill remains to be borrowed, ſhall be in the Form following, viz. 

Province of the Maſſachuſctts-Bay. Day of 1755; 

Received of the Sum of 

for the Uſe and Service of the Province of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, 
and in Behalf of ſaid Province I do hereby promiſe and oblige my ſelf and Suc- 
ceſſors in the Office of Treaſurer, to pay to the ſaid 

or Order, on or before the firſt Day of January 17 57, the ſaid Sum of 

in coined Silver of Sterling Alley, at ſix Shillings and eight Pence per Ounce, 

or Spaniſh milPd Dollars of full Weight, at {ix Shillings each, with Intereſt 

annually, at the Rate of ſix per Cent. per Annum. 

And be it further enacted, That all ſuch Receipts or Obligations as 
have been already iſſued, in Conſequence of the aforementioned Act, ſhall be 


gations of the and are hereby declared to be payable in coined Silver of Sterling Alloy at 


Treaſurer's to 


be paid at the 


ſame Rate, 


fix Shillings and eight Pence per Ounce, or Spaniſh mill'd Dollars at / Shil- 
lings each, altho* the ſame be not in expreſs Terms promiſed in ſaidReceipts 
or Obligations. 
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2 Embargo. Excile. OS. 


| CH AP. XIII. 

An Act for the more effectual carrying/intoExecution ſuch 

* Orders as ſhall at any Time be given by his Majeſty's 

SGovernour or Commander in Chief, at theDeſire of the 
two Houſes of Aſſembly, or of the Council, the General 


Court not Sitting, for reſtraining Veſſels from failing 
dut of any Ports within this Province. 


= THEREAS it is ſometimes neceſſary for his Majeſty's Service, that an 
Embargo ſhould be laid upon Ships and other Veſſels within the Pro- UNTOLD 
vince : 

Be it therefoze enacted by theGovernour, Council and Houſe of 5. % for 
Repreſentatives, lat whea and fo often as his Majeſty's Gover- any Veſfels 
nour or Commander in Chief ſhall be deſired by the Council and Houle of failing in Caſe 
> Repreſentatives, or by the Council only, the General Court not Sitting, to CY 
iſſue a Proclamation or Order prohibiting Veſſels to ſail or depart from % 3 


— — 


2 


. 
$4 ic wi 


3: t r ARES; 


| cence. 
d | the ſeveral Ports, Harbours, and other Parts ot the Province, and a Procla- 
ee | mation or Order ſhall accordingly be iſſued by the Governour or Commander 
S | in Chiet, with the Advice ot the Council; it any Veſſel in Contempt of ſuch 
- | Proclamation or Order, ſhall ſail or depart to any Port or Place, the ſpecial 
& | © Leaveot the Governour or Commander in Chief not being firſt had and ob- 
7 | rained, the Maſter of every Veſſel ſo departing ſhall forteit and pay the Sunt 
e- | of One Hundred Pounds, and the Owner or Owners of every ſuch Veſſel ſhall 
id Þ likewiſe torteit and pay the Sum of One Hundred Pounds, and the ſaid laſt 
r mentioned Forfeiture ſhall and may be recovered from any or either of the Any one Ow 
> Owners of ſuch Veſſel where more than one Perſon ſhall be intereſted. And rand be 
of © the aforeſaid Penalties may be ſued tor and recovered by Bill, Plaint or Inior- ? 
en mation in any of his Majeſty's Courts of Record within this Province, one 
ich Halt thereot to his Majeſty to be paid into the publick Treaſury for the Uſe. 
of the Province, the other Halt to him or them that ſhall inform and ſue for 
the ſame. 
* This Ac to continue and be in Force for the Space of one Year from the Iimitatiod. 
ay, Þ Publication thereof, and no longer. 
c- [ The two foregoing As were Publiſh:d February 22. 1755. ] 
C15 AP. - XIV: 
nee, 


ret | An Act in Addition to and for rendering more effectual 
an Act Intitled An Act for granting unto his Majeſty 
an Exciſe upon Spirits diſtilled and Wine, and upon 
Limes, Lemmons and Oranges. 
HERE AS in and by an A made and paſi d in this twenty eighth Year of Preamble. 
his Majeſty*sReign, Intitled, An Act for granting untoHis Majeſty an 
5 Exciſe upon Spirits diſtilled and Wine, and upon Limes, Lemmons 
and Oranges; among other Thines it is directed, that (if the Farmer 
requires it) an Oath ſhall be adminiſtred in the Words following, viz. 
3 you A. B. do Swear, | hat the Account by you exhibited, is a full 
2 Account of all Rum, or other diſtilled Spirits or Wines by you 
* conſumed, uſed or any Ways expended, directly or indirectly in your 
* Houſe, Family, Apartment or Buſineſs, except ſuch Liquor be export- 
ed and conſumed out of this Province, Fiſhing Voyages exeepted, within 
: | twelve 
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x58 Nobſcuſſet Meadows. 


twelve Months from the ſaid twenty ſixth Day of December, accordin 

* ro the beit of your Knowledge, except what you have purchaſed of a 

© Taverner, Innholder or Retailer within this Proviace in a Quantity leſs 

than thirty Gallons, | So help you GOD, 
Which faid recited Oath is apprehended to be in ſeveral Reſpects deleCtive Þ 
and inſufficient for the Purpoſes intended thereby. Wherefore, 

Le it enacted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of Repre- 
ſentatives, That inftead of the Form afore-reciced, the ſaid Oath 
ſhall be adminiſtred in the Form following, viz. | : 

New Form of OU A.B. do Swear, That the Account by you now exbibited is, according 10 
the Oath to the beſt of your Knowledge,a full Account of all Rum and other dictilled Spi- 
org of rits and Wine conſumed or any Mays direftly or indireftly uſed or expended by 
ſpeting Ye you or your Family, or any other in your Buſineſs or Employment within this 
Accounts of Province, or in the Fiſhery out of the Province fince the twenty fixth Day of 
Exciſe. _. December Anno Domini 17 54, except what hath been purchaſed of a licenced 
T averner, Innholder or Retailer within this Province, ſince the 26th December 
| laſt, in a Quantity leſs than thirty Gallons. So help you GOD. 

And the Farmer or Farmers, his or their Deputy or Deputies, are hereby 
as fully impowered to require the ſaid Oath to be taken and adminiſtred in 
the Form by this Act provided as atoreſaid, as he or they were or might be 
preſumed to be impowered by Law to have required the faid Oath to have 
been taken and adminiſtred in the Form firſt before recited ; and every Per- 
ſon concerned refuſing to conform him or her ſelf hereto, ſhall be ſubje& and 
liable to the ſame Pains and Penalties as he or ſhe would by Law have been 

liable on Refuſal to take the ſaid Oath in the ſaid recited Form, in Caſe this 

Act had not paſſed. 
No Officer to And be it further enacted, That noTown orDiſtrict Clerk, Select-Man 
have any Fee or Sele&t-Men; who by the Act aforeſaid are to receive the Accounts as in 
or and ES and by the ſaid Act is provided, ſhall preſume to demand or receive any Pay 


counts. : 3 f e 
mY or Conſideration of any Perſon for receiving, filing or delivering out the ſame. 


5 | | [ The foregoing Ad was Publiſhed February 24. 1733. 
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if a CHAP. XV. 
An Ad for reviving a Law of this Province, made in the 
twenty-third Year of his preſent Majeſty'sReign, Intitled 
An AF to prevent Damage being done on the Meadows 
lying in the Townſhip of Yarmouth, called Nobſcuſſet- 


Meadow. 


6 Preamble: HEREAS the aforeſaid Law hath by Experience been found lenefuia! 
i * for the Purpoſes for which it was made and paſſed : 


BL it therefo2ze enacted by the Governour,Council and Houſe of 


2 1; Bepreſentatives, That the aforeſaid Act, and every Matter and Clauſe 


if Hie: Ala. therein contained, except as hereafter is excepted, be and hereby is revived, || 
| deus in Dar- and ſhall continue and remain in full Force for the Space of fiveYears from 
mth, the firſt Day of March ni xt, except where it is ſaid in ſaid Act, South Weſt | 


of a Place called Black Earth; that theſe Words be inſerted, South of an 
Eaſt and Weſt Line from Fox-Hill to the. Sea Shore, and ſo to the Extent of the 
Meadows and Beaches aforeſaid. 
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n „HA r. XVI - | 
An Act in Addition to an Act made in the twenty-ſeventh 
Year of his preſent Majeſty's Reign, Intitled An Act for 
levying Soldiers, and to prevent Soldiers and Seamen in 
his Majeſty's Service being arreſted for Debt. 


HEREAS Doubts have ariſen whether Soldiers that have or ſhall inliſt 


into the Service of bis Majeſty are exempted from paying their ProvinceTax, 
and jo liable to be taken and impriſoned by the ſeveral Conſtables or Collectors 
that have a Demand againſt them for the ſame : 


Be it therefoze enacted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of 
Repreſentatives, That anySoldier that hath or ſhall inliſt into his M. jeſty's 
Service (ſince the making of the Act aforeſaid) ſhill not be liable to be taken, 
or have his Body deſtrained on, by any Conſtable or Collector, for his Pro- 
vince Tax, during the Continuance of ſaid Act; and where no Eſtate of ſuch 
Soldier can be found by any Conſtable or Collector to make Diſtreſs upon 
for ſuch Tax, and the ſame be made to appear by the Oath ot ſaid Collector 
or Conſtable, that then and in every ſuch Caſe, the Loſs of ſuch Tax ſhall 
be borne by the Province; and any Conſtable or Collector who ſhall make it 
appear to the Province Treaſurer, that he hath failed of collecting any Sum 
or Sums on any Soldier or Soldiers inliſted as aforeſaid, by a Certificate from 
the Select Men or Aſſeſſors, or the major Part of them that made the Tax, 
that ſuch Perſon or Perſons are inliſted and in his Majeſty's Service at the Time 
of ſuch Certificate's being made, that then, and in every ſuch Caſe the Pro- 
vince Treaſurer is hgreby directed and impowered to abate ſuch Sum orSums 
to the ſaid © onſtable or Collector, and charge the Province therewith. 


This Act to continue in Force until the firſt Day of June, One Thouſand 
ſeven Hundred and fitty-nine. | 


— 


6 
—_ — — 


CHAP. XVII. 
An Act for preventing the unneceſſary Deſtruction of 
Aleuives, and other Fiſh within this Province. 


HEREAS the Laws already provided againſt the Deſtruttion of the Fiſh 

called Alewives, and other Fiſh, do not in divers Circumſtances reach the 

Caſe of divers Rivers and Ponds where ſaid Fiſh uſually go to caſt their 

Spawns, ſo that neveribelejs great Waſte is made of them by ill-minded Perſons, 
to the great Damage of the Publick : 

Be it enacted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of Repre- 
ſentatives, Thar trom and after the fifteenth Day of March next, no Per- 
ſon or Perſons whoſoever ſhall on anyPrerence preſume to ſtretch ſet or draw 
any Siene or Drag-Net, or ſet up any Wears or other Fiſhing Engines in any 
Part of theRivers within this Province or Ponds adjacent thereto ( Merrimack 
and Connecticul-River only excepted) where the Fiſh uſually Spawn, or uſe 
any other Inſtrument for the catching Alewives, but by Dip-Nets or Scoop- 
Nets, on Penalty of a Fine of five Pounds for each Offence, to be paid by 
every Perſon concerned in taken Alewzves or other Fiſh in either of the Ways 
torbid by this AR. 

And be it further enacted, That noPerſon or Perſons whoſoever, ſhall 
on any Pretence preſume to ſtretch, ſet or draw any Seine or Drag-Net for 
the catching of Fiſh in any Sort in any of the Freſh Ponds in this Province 
on Penalty of the Fine of five Pounds for each Offence, to be paid by every 


Perſon concerned in taking Fiſh in ſaid Ponds, in either of the Ways forbid- 
den by this Act. 


++ 


Ard 


Preamble. 


Soldiers not 
liable to be 


deſtrained on 
for their 


Taxes, &c. 


Limitation. 


Preamble. 


No Nets but 
Dip & Scoop 
Nets to be 
uſed in Ri- 
vers, Ponds, 
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Preamble, And whereas by an Act or Law of this Province made in the fifteenth Year 
of bis preſent Majeſty's, Reign, Intitled, An Act in Addition to an Act made 
to prevent the Deſtruction of the Fiſn called Alewi ves and other Fiſh, it is therein 
enacted, That it ſhall be in the Power of any Town at their annual Meet- 
e ing-in March to chuſe one or more Perſons whoſe Buſineſs: it Thall be to 
© ſee that the Paſſage Ways are open, purſuant to ſaid Act, and that ſaid Fiſh 
may not be obſtructed in their uſual paſſing up and down Stream, and to 
e appoint the proper Place or Places for the taking ſuch Fiſh with Scoop- 
Nets, and to limit the particular Times and Days for taking the ſame : 
But no Proviſion is made in ſaid Af to oblige the Perſons ſo choſen to ſerve in 
ſaid Buſineſs, or to do their Duty therein, neither is their any Limitation as to 
the Quantities of ſaid Fiſh that ſhall be taken in each Town for Pickelling and 
Barrelling for a Market ; by Reaſon whereof many Miſchiefs ariſe:  _ 

Perſons cho= Be it therefo2e enacted, That when any Perſon or Perſons ſhall be 


ſen &c. to be choſen in any Towa at their annual Meeting in March, to ſee that Paſſage 


ben ge na Ways are open, agreable to the a-tore recited Paragraph of ſaid Act, that 
FR 3 " every ſuch Perſon ſhall be under Oath to the faithful Performance of ſaid 
| Truſt, and any Perſon choſen as aforeſaid, ſhall on his Refuſal be ſubje& to 
the Penalty of three Pounds, and to be proceeded with in order to the Reco- 
very thereof in the ſame Way and Manner as Perſons are, by Law, who re- 
fuſe to ſerve as Conſtables. 3 "A 
Method tobe And be it further enacted, That where any Town, Diſtrict or Propriety 
taken where that hath any River or Stream that lets the Alewives into their natural Ponds 
_ 8 to caſt their Spawns, have a Deſire to catch any of ſaid Fiſh to Pickle and 
bro mow Barrel up for a Market, that in every ſuch Caſe where ſaid River or Stream 
Towns or run through or into more Towns, Diſtricts or Proprieties than one, except 
Diftrits than where the Right of taking Fiſh is otherwiſe veſted, the Select-Men of the 
m_ ſaid -ſeveral Towns, Diſtricts, and a Committee of the Proprietors that are 
or may be affected thereby,ſhall ſometime in theMonth of March, and before 
the firſt Day of April annually during the Continuaace of this Act, meet to- 
gether at ſuch Time and Place as the Select- Men of the oldeſt Town ſhall 
agree upon, and then determine what Quantity of Alewi ves ſhall be Barrelled 
up from Year to Year for a Market in the ſeveral Towns, Diſtricts or Pro- 
prieties they belong to, the Votes to be collected according to the major Part 
of thoſe that repreſent the Towns, Diſtricts and Proprieties ſaid Streams paſs 
through or run into, (and not according to the Numbers of Voters) and when 
ſo done, the Select-Men of each Town, Diſtrict or ProprictorsCommittee are 
hereby impowered to let out the ſaid Privilege for the moſt it will fetch, for 
the Uſe ot their ſeveral Towns, Diſtricts or Proprieties in ſuch Way and 
Manner as they ſhall judge molt beneficial, and where any Town, Diſtrict or 
Propriety have a Stream or Streams as aforeſaid, that do not run into any 
other Town, Diſtrict or Propriety, that in ſuch Caſe the Select-Men orPro- 
prietors Committee ſhall have the ſole Power from Year to Year, during the 
Continuance of this Act, to determine what Number of Barrels ſhall be caught 
for a Market as aforeſaid, and ſhall have the ſame Power of letting out and 
improving the ſaidRivers or Streams in the ſameManner as before-mentioned 
where the Town, Diſtrict or Propriety join as aforeſaid. | 


Be it further enacted, That if any Perſon or Perſons ſhall preſume t 


Tine or. catch any Alewives for Marketting contrary to the Allowance or Order ot 
Or lers of Pro- theSelect-Men or ſaidPropriety's Committee whereProprieties are concerned, 
prietors. or the Select-Men where no Propriety is concerned, or Propriety where they 


are concerned only, they ſhall every of them be ſubjected to the Penalty of 


five Pounds for each Offence, 
And 
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And whereas ſome Diſputes have atiſen or may ariſe, whether Tide Mills that Preamble. 

have or ſhall be ſet up n aud acroſs the Mouth of the Rivers where the Fiſh 

aforeſaid Nun go up inte the natural Ponds to caſt their Spawns, are within 

the Intent of the laſt recited Ads, and ought to be regulated accordingly : _ 

Be it enacted, That all Tide Mills that have been ſet upon and acroſs any What Tide 

* ſuch Rivers or Streams ſince the making the aforeſaid Act, or that ſhall here- Mills are ſub- 
alter be ſet up, ſhall be underſtood to be comprehended in ſaid Act, and the jectto this Act. 
Owners and Occupants and all others concerned, ſhall conform thereto ac- 
| cordingly, and be ſubject to the ſame Penalties for their Neglect, as if Tide 
* Mills had particularly been named in {aid Act. 


ind whereas there has been great Deſtruction of the Fiſh that uſually paſs up 
> Merrimack-River, by Reaſon that People make a conſtant Prattice of taking Fiſh 
i ſaid Ki ver with deine and Drag-Nets : 1 


Be it therekoze enatted, That no Perſon or Perſons be allowed from Days ſtated 

. and atter the fiticenth Day of March next, and ſo during the Contiuuance of —_—— : 
| FF: this AR, to catch Fiſh of any Sort in any Part of Merrimack River that lieth r 
) 


| in this Government, oftner than three Days in the Week, the Days to beTur/day, 
* Wedneſiay and Thurſday in every Week, and fo ſucceſſively until this Act 
* expires 3 and if any Perſon or Perſons ſhall preſume to catch Fiſh with 
 Seines or Drag Nets at any other Times than is hereby allowed, everyPerſon 
y | or Perſons ſo offending, ſhall for each Offence be ſubject to a Fine of ve 
s Pounds. 6 . ak 
d And all the aforeſaid Fines, Penalties and Forfeitures, ariſing purſuant to p;,v. dt 
n this Act ſhall be diſpoſed of, the one Half for the Benefit of the Poor ot the Fines. 


»t © Town where the Offence is committed, the other Halt to him or them who 
de I. ſhall inform and ſue tor the ſame. 
- And be it further enacted, That the Manner, Rules and Methods of Rule for Con- 
3 convicting Offenders againſt this Act, be the ſame as are directed and pro- viction. | 
11 [| vided in and by an Act made in the twelfth Year of the Reign of his late Ma- 
.a jeſty King George the firſt, Intitled, An A in Addition to and for rendring 

more effeftual an Ad made in the tenth Year of the Reign of King William the 
ird, Intitled, An 4# for preventing of Treſpaſſes. . 
bo Provided, That nothing in this Act ſhali be underſtood to reſtrain the Proviſo for 
* catching ot Fiſh called Munbadens, with Seines or Drag - Nets after the firſt 5 
wy Day of June, and until the firſt Day of Ooher annually, or in ConneFicut- * 998 
ah River at any Time in the Year. 
nd Provided however, That the Select-Men of the Towns of Cambridge, Proviſo for 
or © Gharliftown, and Medford, or the major Part of them being met together, may Meer. 
ny ire Liberty for taking Fiſh in Meaford-Kiver tor a limited Time in each 
ro- Week, not excecding two Days with one or two Seines, and no more. 
the This A& to continue and be in Force until the fifteenth Day of March Term of the 
cr Anno Domini, One Thouſand ſeven Hundred and fifty eight. AR's Continu- 
5 [ The three foregoing Ads were Publiſhed February 28. 1755. ] TER 
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Treaturer to bozzow Money. 
Acts and Laws, 


Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
jeſty's Province of the Maſſachuſette-Bay in New-England : Be- 
gun and Held at Boſton upon Wedneſday the twenty-ninth 
Day 'of May 175 4, and continued by ſundry Prorogations 
unto Tueſday the twenty-fifth Day of March following. 


8 C HAP. XVIII. . 
An Act impowering the Province Treaſurer to borrow the 
Sum of Five Thouſand Pounds, and for applying the 
ſame to defrey the Charges of the intended Expedition 
den „ Wee 5 28 7 23 


{wares og E it enacted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of Repre- 
borrow /.5000 ſentatwes, That che Treaſurer of the Province be and hereby is 
impowered and directed to borrow of ſuch Perſons as ſhall be willing 
to lend the ſame, a Sum not exceeding Five Thouſand Pounds in Spaniſh 
mill'd Dollars at fix Shillings each, or in other Silver at /ix Shillings and eight 
Pence I Ounce; and the Sum ſo borrowed ſhall be applied by the Trea- 
ſurer for the Payment of all ſuch Draughts as ſhall be drawn on him by the 
Governour or Commander in Chiet for the Time being, by and with theAd- 
vice of the Council, for the Service of the intended Expedition Weſtward; 
and for every Sum ſo borrowed, the Treaſurer ſhall give a Receipt and Ob- 


ligation in the Form following, viz. 


Form of Trea- Province of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay. Day of 785 
furer's Re- Received of the Sum of for the Uſe and 
Ss Service of the Province of the Maſſachuſetts: Bay, and in Behalf of ſaid Pro. 
vince ] do hereby promiſe and oblige my ſelf and Succeſſors in theOffice of Trea- 
ſurer, to repay to the ſaid or Order, on or before the firſt Day of 

June OneThouſand ſevenHundred and fifty ſeven,the aforeſaidSum of 
in coined Silver of Sterling Alloy at ſix Shillings and eight Pence per Ounce, 
or Spaniſh mill d Dollars of full Weight at ſix Shillings each, with Intereſt 
annually at the Rate of ſix per Cent. per Annum. Witneſs my Hand, 
A. B. Treaſurer. 


And to enable the Treaſurer to diſcharge the ſaid Obligations : 


Tax for J. s, Be it furtherenacted, That there be and hereby is granted to his moſt 
600 granted. excellent Majeſty a Tax of Five Thouſand fix Hundred Pounds, to be levied on 
the Polls and Eſtates within this Province, according to ſuch Rules as ſhall 
be ordered by the General Court of this Province at their Seſſions in May 

One Thouſand ſeven Hundred and fifty fix. 
And be it further enacted, That in Caſe the General Court ſhall not at 
Role for ue their Selſions in May One Thouſand ſeven Hundred and fifty fix, agree and 
a 5 24 conclude upon a Tax Act to draw into the Treaſury the aforeſaid Sum of 
no Tax AQ Five Thouſand fix Hundred Pounds, that then the Treaſurer of the Province 
ſhall be agreed for the Time being ſhall iflue his Warrants directed to the Select-Men or 
2 75 Aſſeſſors of the ſeveral Towns and Diſtricts in this Province, requiring them 
reſpectively to aſſeſs levy and pay in their reſpective Proportions of ſaid Sum 
according to the Rates and Proportions, Rules and Directions of the laſt pre- 


ceeding Tax Act. 
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Agent to boꝛꝛow Money. 


— — — 


: CHAP. XIX. 
An Act to impower the Agent of this Province, at the Court 
of Great Britain, to borrow Money for the Uſe of the 


Province. 


E it enacted by the Sovernour, Council andHouſe of Repre- _ 
ſentatives, That William Bolan, Eſq; Agent for this Province at Agent im- 


the Court of Great Britain, or the Agent tor the Time being, be and . 1 


—— 


B 


8 be hereby is authorized and fully impowered to borrow for the Uſe of this 


ooo Sterlin 
Province, in any Part of Great Britain, the Sum of Twenty three Thouſand in Great Bri- 
e Pounds Sterling, in Spaniſh mill'd Dollars, at the loweſt Intereſt it can be . 
e obtained, for the Space of fix Years; and when he ſhall have borrowed 
= the ſame, cauſe it to be ſhip'd on Board ſome good Ship or Veſſel, and to be 
IN RT Inſured in ſome publick Office of Inſurance, and order it to be delivered to 


the Treaſurer of this Province. 


And in order to encourage Per ſons ts lend ſaid Money to the Province; 


Be it enated, That as a Fund and Security to raiſe the ſaid Twenty- Fund and 
threeThouſand Pounds, and the Intereſt that ſhall accrue to become due thereon, Secur * 
2 Tax is hereby granted on the Polls and Eſtates within this Province, accord- — * 
ing to ſuch Rules and Directions, and in ſuch Proportions upon the ſeveral Tax. 
Tons and Diſtricts within the ſame, as ſhall be agreed on and ordered by the 
= Great and General Court at their Seſſions in May, Anno Domini One Thou- 
© ſand ſeven Hundred and fifty nine, for ſo much as ſhall be ſufficient to pay 
= one Haff of the ſaid Sum of Twenty three Thouſand Pounds, and the Intereſt | 
which ſhall be due thereon, and paid into the Treaſury by the laſt Day of | 
= December next after. And alſo another Tax to be levied in like Manner ac- 
= cording to ſuch Rules and in ſuch Proportions as ſhall be agreed on by the 
Great and General Court at their Seſſions in May Anno Domini One Thouſand 
& ſeven Hundred and ſixty, for fo much as ſhall be ſufficient to pay the other 
= Half of the ſaid Sum of Twenty three Thouſand Pounds, and the Eee which 
ſhall be due thereon, and paid into the Treaſury by the laſtDay of December 
next after. | 


= And if the General Court ſhall in either or both of the aforeſaid Years fail Rule for ap- 
of making an Act to levy the atoreſaid Taxes, that then theTreaſurer for the 8 1 
Time being ſhall and he is hereby impowered to iſſue out his Warrants to the Ar Fry 
= vSelett-Men or Aſſeſſors of the ſeveral Towns and Diſtricts in the Province, ſhall beagreed 
for ſuch Sums as the reſpective Towns and Diſtricts Proportion of the afore- on. 

& ſaid Sums ſhall be, according to the Rules then laſt obſerved in levying the 

Province Tax; and ſuch Afſcflors are hereby required reſpectively to aſſeſs 

ad cauſe to be levied and paid into the Province Treaſury the ſeveral Sums 


for which they ſhall receive the Province Treaſurer's Warrants as aforeſaid. 


Provided neverihbeleſs, That if ſufficient Proviſion ſhall be made by this p,,,;c, 
| Government for the Payment of ſaid Sums, or any Part thereof before the 
Times herein ſet for iſſuing Warrants for aid Taxes, that then ſuch Warrants 
| ſhall not iſſue or ſhall iſſue for ſo much only as ſhall not be provided for as 
And it is hereby further enafted and declared, That ſufficient and proyigon for 
| limely Proviſion ſhall be made by the General Court of this Province for the the yearly In- 
Payment of the Intereſt of the ſaid Sum of Twenty three Thouſand Pounds ms 23, 
Sterling yearly, as the ſame ſhall become due; but if the General Court ſhall 99? terung. 
ia any Lear neglect to make ſuch Proviſion, that then the Treaſurer of the + 
—— | +81 Province F 


— 
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R French Encroachments. 


Province for the Time being, ſhall and he is hereby impowered to iſſue out 
his Warrants to the Select- Men and Aſſeſſors of the reſpective Towns and 
Diſtricts to aſſeſs levy and pay in each one their Share reſpectively of ſaid 
deficient Sum according to ſuch Rules and- Proportions as ſhall have been 
proviged in in the laſt Tax 1255 


— 


n 


——_—— ts. 


11. 


0 H A P. XX. 
An Act to encourage and facilitate the Removal and Pre- 


vention of French Encroachments on his Majeſty s Mortb 
Am erican Territories. 


HERE AS it may be of very ill Conſeguence, if the ſeveralMeaſores taking 
by his Majeſty's good Subjetts of this and the Governments adjacent, to 
remove or prevent theEncroachments of theFrench, ſpould be from Time 

to Time made known and expoſed to the People in Louiſbourgh or other French 

Settlements in North- America, b:fore their Execution : 


propien . Be it therefore enacted by his Excellency the Governour, Coun- 
of 2 © cil and Pouſe of Repreſentatives, and hereby it is enatted and 
Correſpon- Declated, That for theSpace of four Months, to be computed from the aſt 
dence & Day of March OneThouſand ſeven Hundred and fiity-five, it ſhall be unlawful 
with any of for any of his Majeſty's Subjects of this Province, and they are hereby ſtrictly 
Sea torbidden to hold anyCorreſpondence or Communication with any Inhabitant 
jeg in North. Of Louiſbourg b, or any other of the French Settlements in North. America, either 
America. by Land or Water; and if anyPerſon orPerſons belonging to this Province ſhall 
be ſo audacious as to go or ſend to Louiſbourgb, or any other French Settlement 
in North- America, during ſaid four Months, the Ship, Sloop or other Veſſel 
employed, with all her Tackle and Appurtenances, and her Cargo, ſhall be for- 
feited, one Half to his Majeſty for the Uſe of this Province, the other Half to 
him or them who ſnall inform and ſue for the ſame in any of his Majeſty's Court: 
within this Province proper to try the ſame; and be further liable, if a Ship or 
Penalty for Veſſel, the Maſter. to have one Ear cut off, and be publickly whipped, 
Breach of this thirry-nineLaſhes, and be render'd for ever incapable of holding any Place of 
A. Honour or Profit under this Government; and theOwner or Owners, and Factor 
or Factors of the Owner or Owners of ſuch Ship or other Veſſel, ſhall forfeit 
and pay each five Hundred Pounds, to be recovered and diſpoſed of as above, 
and be alſo for ever diſabled ro hold any Place of Honour or Profit unde: 
this Government. 


[ The two foregoing Ads were Publiſhed March 31. 17 55. ] 
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„ 


CHAP. XXI. 
An Act for appointing Aſſayers of Pot-aſh and Pearl-aſh. 


HER EAS Pot-aſh and Pearl. aſb imported into Great- Britain, ( from EY 
Ruſſia, and other foreign Parts) are there uſed in great Quantities ; n. 
for the Purchaſe whereof, large Sums of Moncy are annually expended, 

and carried cut of the Nation and-paid to Foreigners : And whereas it bath been 

found by Experience that thoſe Commodittes can be made within this Province, not 
inferiour to the beſt that is manufactured in foreign Parts, and if here made in 

large Quantities, and in the beſt Manner fit for Tranſportation, would be of no 
ſmall Advantage as well to our Mother Country, as to the Mercantile and Landed 

Intereſt of the Province: Provided none but what is good and merchantable, 

ſhould be allowed to be ſhipped off, and ſuch as from the Excellency of its Quality 

may obtain a free Vent : And as the probibiting the Exportation of ſuch of thoſe 
Commodities as are deficient, (or wanting in that Degree of Goodneſs and Per- 

fettion) can no way prejudice the Perſons already engaged in that Euſineſs, who 
may be leſs ſkilful therein ; inaſmuch as the Method of Proceedure in making 

Pearl and Pot-aſb of the moſt perfect Kind, will ſcon be conmmunicated to the 

Publick for the Inſtruction of all Perſons already engaged, or that fhall be in- 
clined to engage, in that Manufaflure : And as ſuch Prohibition will be an 

effeftual Mean to preſerve and ſecure the Credit of our own Produce, and tat de- 

feat any Attempts of Perſons Abroad, wheſe private Inlereft may induce them 10 
unite their Endeavours to diſcourage that Manufaure here, by undervaluing 

and decrying in theMarkets at Home, what ſhall be tranſported thither from this 

Province : 4 

Be it therefoze enacted by the Governour, Council and Houſe No Pot-aſh or 
of Repreſentatives, That from and after the firſt Day of July next, no Pearl-aſh tobe 
Pot-aſh or Pearl-aſh mace within this Province, ſhall be ſhip'd or exported 41 N 

but ſuch as ſhall have been aſſayed, and found to be of ſufficient Strength = Alley. ; 

and Purity, and to have thoſe Qualities in ſuch Degree ot Perfection, as 

ſhall be aſcertained and fixed by this Court, (or ſuch fit Perſons as ſhall be 

appointed and authorized for that Purpoſe) as the Standard, of ſuch Pot-aſh | 

and Pearl-aſh as ſhall be deemed merchantable and fit for Exportation. ; 

And be it further enatted, Thar ſome ſkilful and diſintereſted Perſon agay Matter ; 
or Perſons (to be appointed by this Court in ſuch Sea-Port Towns within to be appoint- ' 
this. Province where there ſhall be Occaſion) be Aſſay- Maſters for the prov- ed and 

ing an aſſaying of Pot-afh and Pearl-aſh, who ſhall be ſworn to the due and 9 

impartial Execution of their Truſt ; and their Duty ſhall be (when deſired) 

to inſpect and aſſay all Pot-aſh andPearl-aſh that ſhall be brought to any ſuch 

Sea-Port Town to be ſhipped ; and every ſuch Afſay-Maſter is hereby autho- . 

rized to open theCaſks orVeſlels containing thoſe Commodities, and to take Their Duty: | 

out ſo much thereof for Trial, as may probably diſcover.the Condition of the | 

whole, (he returning the ſame to the Owner after Trial made thereof) and 

every Caſk or other Veſſel of Pearl or Pot-aſh, which by ſuch Aſſay ſhall 

appear to be good and merchantable, according to the Rule or Standard 

that ſhall be eſtabliſned as aforeſaid, he ſhall mark or imprint with ſome 

diſtinguiſhing Mark or Brand (to be appointed by the Governour and 

Council) to denote that the ſame has been aſſayed and approved. Penalty for 

And be it further enacted, That it theOwner of any Pearl or Pot-aſh, ſhipping any 
or other Perſon employed by him ſhall preſume to lade or put on Board Pot-afh or 

any Veſſel any Pot-aſh or Pear]-aſh, other than ſuch as ſhall have been ap- donut) 25 

proved by an Aſſay-Maſter, or ſhall be contained in any Caſk that ſhall not PPR P. 
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have his Mark or Stamp upon it, or if any Maſter of a Ship or other Veſſel, 
or other Officer or Mariner ſhall receive on Board any ſuch, the Offender or 
Offenders ſhall incur the Penalty of Sve Pounds for each Caſk or other Veſſel 
ſo ſhipped, to be ſued for and recovered in any of his Majeſty's Courts of 
Record within this Province ; and all ſuch Pot-aſh and Pearl-aſh, (laded 
or received on Board as aforeſaid) ſhall be forfeited, one Mojety of ſuch 
Penalty and Forfeiture to be to his Majeſty for the Uſe of this Province, 
the other Moiety to him or them that ſhall inform and ſue for the ſame : 
And it ſhall be lawful for any Juſtice of the Peace, upon Information given 
of any Pot-aſh or Pearl-aſh put on Board any Veſſel as aforeſaid, not mark'd 
as aforeſaid, to iſſue his Warrant directed to the Water-Bailiff, or to the 
Sheriff or his Deputy or Conſtable, requiring them reſpectively to make 
Seizure of any ſuch Pot-aſh or Pearl- aſn ſhip'd and not mark'd as aforeſaid, 
and to ſecure the ſame in order to Trial ; and ſuch Officers are hereby re- 
ſpectively impewered and required to execute the ſame. 

Penalry for And be it further enacted, That if after any Caſk or other Veſſel of 
Gifting the Por-alh or Pearl-aſh ſhall have been approv'd and ſtamp'd with the Aſſay- 
Fot-aſ and Maſters Mark or Stamp, any Cooper or other Perſon ſhall preſume to ſhift 
Pearl-aſh out the Contents of ſuch Caſk or other Veſſel, and to put therein either of thoſe 
1 Commodities that have not been duly aſſayed and approved as aforeſaid, ſuch 
Cooper or other Perſon offending therein, ſhall forfeit and pay the Sum of 

ten Pounds, to be recovered and applied in Manner as aforeſaid. 
And be it further enacted, That the reſpective Aſſay-Maſters, ſhall be 
Aſſay-Maſters paid for every Caſk or other Veſſel of either of the Commodities aforeſaid, 
Fee &c. that he ſhall aſſay, the Sum of us Sh:/lings, ro be paid by the Owner; and 
if he refuſe to ſatisfy the Officer for his Fees 8 it ſhall be 
lawful for him to detain ſo much of the ſaid Commodities as will make him 
| Satisfaction for his Service; and if the Owner do not redeem the ſame 
How to be Within twenty-four Hours, he may then expoſe it to Sale, and out of thr 


paid. Proceeds may ſatisfy himſelf his Fees and Charges, returning the Overplus 
bY (if any be) to the Owner. 
Litton. This Act to continue and be in Force from the firſt of July next, until 
— firſt Day of July One Thouſand ſeven Hundred and Sixty, and no 
longer. 


F e 48 paf'd the Generel Geer in their Ae beginning February gib 1733. 
+4 3 ** but was omitted in its proper Place. hee, 
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